
P

+

K

DAVID BARRETT r,
senior vice president E'-ugust l9 , F988

OutHor Advercising BoarC
Outcioor Advertising Division
=ssachusects Depar=enc of ?ublic a"orks
10 Park Plaza
Room 7141
Boscon, MA 02116

Attention: Ms. Jane ?ererson, Executive Directer
2e: Objection to Teujorary ?ermits 33938-9

Broaciwav and Ccmrail Riut-Qiµh=, C?"hriciEe

Dear ,4embers of the Zloarci:

I am writing to you in support of che objecrions to the
above-reZerenceci peruzics tiled wich you by the CaMbridge
?.ecieveiomnent Auchority (CRA), and an doing so because, as the
owners oY major new adjacent deveiopmenc, we believe the
renewal of these permits &nci the resulting rece=ion oil zhe
billboarcis would be totally inconsistent with the high quality
of development that has been promoted at this Location under
the guidance of the CRA.

13oscon Properties is the privace cieveioDer oil the 2.5
"

million square toot Cambridge Center ?rojecc: cZ which Zji
itniAlion sauare feet have been completed to date since
conscructiori began in 1980, adding over S100,000.000 of
assessed valuacion to the City's tax base. Of areatesc concern
to us is the i=eciiate proximity oZ the subjecr signs to our
80,000 square foot four-story research and cieveiopmenc office
building at Eleven Cambricige Center, ciirecciy 2ctoss the screet
from the sign.

We are about to sign a lease for this building with the
Open Software Foundation (OSF), a major new non-profit
foundation set up by eight of the most important Ainerican and"
European cmnputer manUaccurers to develop a new, uniform,
universal operating system for computer hardware. The officers
of OSF have advised us that they expect their foundation,
headquartered in this building, to be a center of both national

.
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anci incernational atcenrion, with visitors frciui companies and
7esearcn znscLtutLQns == arouna tzte worm emeczect reguiarLj"Q
k"e believe it would be 2 serious etUarassinent to the Cizy irt
this specific case to ccnrinue to have che huge eyesore OZ a
billboard remain in place across Zrom chis buiLiine.~

?Iease feel Free co contact me it I cari prcvicie any
acidicionai information cZac might be oZ use to you in regard to
chis matter. We thank you for consicieririg our concerm , anti
hooe very ruuch chac you will conclude thac the ci=e has come cc)
e;Crrir?ce this inappropriate vestige OZ former old uses th2c
characrerized this area, which are so ouc of c±aracrer anci
harmony with the new cieveiopment =2cently c(jurDieEea artd
concinuing underway.
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cc: Yr. Jose?h F. Tuii=ieri
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Charles Stark Draper Laboratory, Inc.

Et5 Technology Sciuare, Cambridqe, Massmnusens 0213a Teieohone (61 7) 258-3508
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C'ucdoor Adver'cising Board
0ut¢oor Advercising Division
9!assachusects Deparcinenc of !?z±iic Horks
LO ?orc Plaza, Room 7141
3oszon, ±assachusecrs 02116

d.czen.cion: Ifs. Jane Peters-on

Ze : 'I'bieccion co TelnDorary Permics 33938-9
~ 6 W

Zxoadway ana Conrail Righc-oZ-4"ay, Cajnbriciae

'::Ae Cr,aries Star"" Draper Laboratory, Inc. would like fo ex:oress irsb

£c=jr.E concurrence vich che Ci= of Cambricige and Che Calnbriage Recieveiormencd
P Q;.Ll=orz:y = =leLr oojectnons cd i.ssuance of Temporary ?erm.cs for c:ie

"3iii"3oar= on che Conrail RiUic-ot-4"av at Broadwav.~ .J J
L

:r aaaicion co the objeccions raised by the CitY and the CRA. zhe
ed ·

Laboracory when 1f conscruccU 10s building at I Hamoshire Screec azreed ac" ~ae requesc oZ the Cambridge Co=uni=y DeveloDmenc DeDar=enc with the·b ^

encouragemenc on che Cicy Council to conscruct a small public area wich
seacir.g and piancings along Broadway and Hampshire ac their rearrangedt inter-
seccion of Cicy anti Laboratory propercy. The sign is a blight troon ourCP

aczcwDc Co aaa s3me warmth to che area.Qb

=e billboard, in our opinion, is che single mosc unsighciy blemish on~

zhe ¥.enUi1 Scµare Redevelopment Area anci its abutcers .

Yours truly ,

JJmSDavid C. Driscoll
Vice PresiAent of Finance
and Treasurer
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THEATHENAEUMGROUP
" Arhenacumkiouse

215 FirsrSuee:
C=bncige.Massachusc=02142

"617492-2155

September 8, 1988

Outdoor Advertising Board
Outdoor Advertising Division
Massachusects Department rA Public 'Norks
10 Park Plaza - Room 7141

Boston, Massachusetts 02!!6

Att: Ms. Jane Peterson
Zxecucive Oirecrcr

Re: Submission of Affidavit/Objection to Temporary Permits
33938-9 / Broadwav and Conrail Riaht-of-Way, Cambridae

Uear Members of the Boarci:

The Athenaeum Grotto is che developer of One Kendall Square, a

ten-acre mixed"use project comorising one million square feet ef
office, laboratory and service retail space. Our project is
immeaiace1y adjacent to che ConraiI/B&A Railroad Right of Nay and
airecUy impacted by the bi11boaras at Broaaway.

We are opposed to 'che extension of my permits allowing the
billboards. Although we have rented these billboards in the
past, we do not feel their visual imoacc can be justified. The

entire Kendall Sauare area is undergoing a massive transformation
from an industrial, manufacturing base to a high tecn, office aria
biotechnology environment. This rejuvenation is characterized by
good building design, the provision of significant public open

spaces, and meaningful aesthetic ccntrois. The majority of
billboards have been successfully eliminated which has made a

significant contribution to the visual environment.
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Outdoor Advertising Board
Page two
September 7, 1988

It is our sincere hooe rhat the Outdoor Advertising Boarc will
contribute to Kendall Scuare's continuing recieveiooment success
by aenying temporary permics for these bi11boarcts.

'!E?a(g
.

. /'
"David Clem
Partner

DEC:mf
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To The Honorable, the City council
june 5, 1995
page Two

Draper Laboratory and The Athenaeum Group, the owners of over 3-
million square feet of real property in Kendall Square. The
position of these major Cambridge firms remains unchanged.

Thank you for this opportunity.

Sincerely yours,

joseph F. Tulimieri
Executive ijirector
Enclosures (3)

cc: . Margaret Drury, Esquire
City clerk
Robert W. Flealy
City Manager

Arthur j. Goldberg, Esquire
Office of the City Solicitor
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"' Cambridge Redevelopment Authority
-"__> "', ,

Four Cambridge Center/Sccond Floor
3

Cambridge, Massachusetts 02142 ;'"g,..,,,.-: '

617 492 6800
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617 492 6804(FAX)

june 5, 1995
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The Honorable Kenneth E. Reeves
f;:,

tb ctiq.

Mayor '?". b c!i'a
City of Cambridge ';:", -4,;,,
Cambridge City Hall jC't ' t jy"
795 Massachusetts Avenue I":;. e° 'C,';

Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139 i;" -"j
""""

Re: Billboards
To the Honorable, the City Council:

On behalf'of the Cambridge Redevelopment Authority, i wish to offer
the following testimony relative to the importance of the soon-to-
M-in-effect ordinance governing billboards.

Authority involvement in this matter covers the past several
decades inwhich scores of billboards were removed from residential
neighborhoods (Wellington-Harrington and East cambridge) and the
emerging commercial redevelopment of Kendall Square.

We wish to share with the council the importance of your ordinance
in both residential and in commercial areas as a major controlling
factcr coupled with the recent actions of the outdoor Advertising
Board (OAB).

In East Cambridge, the OAB found only two (2) billboards in
violation, leaving eighteen (IB) billboards in compliance with its
regulations. The Cambridge ordinance provides a mechanism to
address the group of eighteen.

In the Kendall Square area, the OAB refused to issue permits for
the last remaining billboard. For the record, the City and the
Authority voiced initial objection to the issuance of these permits
in May of 1988. Seven (7) years later, even with an OAB decision
supportive of our request to deny, the billboard is still active
and the matter creeps through the courts.

It is important to note that this matter is of concern to private
land owners and major Cambridge employers as well as public
entities. Attached to this letter are copies of supporting
letters, received by the OAB in 1988, from Boston Properties,
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A communication was received from "
Cambridge Redevelopment Authority ' /
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' regarding the ordinance governing ' '

billboards.
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In City Council june 12, 1995
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