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OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CITY HALL, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139

(617) 349-4260

June 4, 1992

Mr. Daryl Janes

50A J.F.K. Street
Cambridge, MA 02138

Dear Mr. Janes:

Please be advised that Councillor Alice K. Wolf, Chair of the Committeeon Ordinances,
has scheduled another public hearing for Monday, June 22, 1992 to discuss a proposed
amendment to the Municipal Code as it relates to the exclusion ofWinthrop Park, Brattle Square
Triangle and the ,Cambridge Common from the Street Performers Ordinance.

This hearing will be held in the Sullivan Chamber, City Hall, 795 Massachusetts Avenue
and will begin at 7:00 P. M.

You are invited to attend this hearing and be heard.

Your kind attention in this matter will be greatly appreciated.

Very truly yours,

==,,Tempo'ary City Clerk

DMD/dl
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OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CITY HALL, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139

(617) 349-4260

June 4, 1992

Ms. Sue Kuelzer
19 Copley Street
Cambridge, MA 02138

Dear Ms. Kuelzer:

Please be advised that Councillor Alice K. Wolf, Chair of the Committeeon Ordinances,
has scheduled another public hearing for Monday, June 22, 1992 to discuss a proposed
amendment to the Municipal Code as it relates to the exclusion of Winthrop Park, Brattle Square
Triangle and the Cambridge Common from the Street Performers Ordinance.

This hearing will be held in the Sullivan Chamber, City Hall, 795 Massachusetts Avenue
and will begin at 7:00 P. M.

You are invited to attend this hearing and be heard.

Your kind attention in this matter will be greatly appreciated.

Very truly yours,

Q.EZ=m
Temporary City

DMD/dl
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OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CITY HALL, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139

(617) 349-4260

June 4, 1992

TO: ROY-ALAN HANSEN, DEPUTY DIRECTOR
ARTS COUNCIL

FROM: D. MARGARET
dr%?

TEMPORARY CITY CLERK

SUBjECT: COMMITTEE ON ORDINANCES

Please be"advised that Councillor Alice K. Wolf, Chair of the City Council Committee
on Ordinances, has scheduled another public hearing for Monday, June 22, 1992 at 7:00 P. M.
in the Sullivan Chamber.

The purpose of this hearing is to discuss a proposed amendment to the Municipal Code

of the City of Cambridge to exclude Winthrop Park, Brattle Square Triangle and the Cambridge
Common from the Street Performers Ordinance)

Per my telephone conversation with your office today, I would appreciate it if you
would once again notify the appropriate individuals regarding this hearing.

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter and if you need any help in this matter
please do not hesitate to contact me.



12.16.110

mow during the night, cause all snow that maybe moval) shall besubject to a hne notexceedingRfty

on such sidewalkor footway to be removedthere- dollars.Each daY'sviolation shall constitute asep-

from. In the eventof an unusualjyheavy snowfall, arate offense.

the time limit shall be extendedat the discretion B. Noncriminal Disposition. Whoevervblates

of the Cbmmissionerof PublicWorks. The provis- Section 12.16.110 (Sidewalks—Snow and ice re-

ions of this sectionshall apply to snow which falls moval) may be penalized by a noncriminaldispo-

From buildings as well as to that which falls from sition as provided in GL c. 40, s. 21D.
Fc:

r pur-
the clouds. poses of this section, the Commissioner ofPublic

B. Removal of Ice Hom Sidewalks. m owner Works shall be the enforcing officer, except that

or occupant of private property borderitig on a the Commissionermay delegate his enforcing au-

street where there is a sidewalk or footway any thority to designated Public Works Enforcement

portion ofwhich is encumberedby ice shallwithin Officers. The penalty for each violation will be

six hours after the sidewalk or footway becomes twenty-hve dollal&Each daY'sviolationshall con-
encumbered with ice cause such sidewalkorfoot- stitute a separate offense. (Ord. 1084 § 5, 1989)

way to be made safe and convenient by removing

the ice thereErouj orbykeepingthe same covered 12.16.170 Street performers.
with sand or some othersuitable substan=. (Prior The City Council Mds that the existencein tile
code § 17-79) . ·Cityofstreet performers provides a public amen-

ity that enhances the character of the City and

12.16.130 Cleaning carpets in streets. seeks to encourage such performances to the ex-

No person shall shake or otherwise clean a tentthat they do not interferewith the reasonable

carpet in any street (Prior code § 17-37) expectations of residents to the enjoyment of

,
peaceandquiet in their homes.This section seeks

12.16.140 Alterationor Npalr—Authority· to balance the interests of the performers with

The provisions of this chapter and Chapters those of the residentsof the City.

254, 12.04 and 1Z12 of this code shall not be The City Council designates the Arts Council

construed as limiting in any manner the legal of the City to be the agent of the City primarily

rights and duties of the Superintendent of Streets chargedwith the responsibility of supervising the

to order such alterations and repairs in streets as provisions of this section.
he may deem that the safety and convenienceof A. Dehnitions.
the inhabitants require. (Prior code § 17-43) 1. "Perform" includes,but is notlimited to, the

followingactivities: acting, singing, playing musi-

12.16.150 Alteration or repair— cal instruments, paritcmime, juggling. magic,

Improvement assessmenb. dancing, reading and reciting.

Whenever the City Council determines that 2. "Performer" means a person who has ob-

land orbuildingsshallbe taken for streetwidening tained a permit pursuant to this section.

or street laying out purposesbetterments shall be 3. "Public areas" means public sidewalks,

assessed according to law for the improvement of parks, playgrounds and all public ways in Cam-

anypropertythat the CityCouncil maydetermine bridge.

is in the benefited area (Prior code § 128) B. Prohibition.
Nopersonmayperformin apublicareawithout

12.16.160 Violation—Penalty. a permit issued pursuant to subsection C of this

A. CJriminal Penalty. Any person who violates section.

Section 12.16.110 (Sidewalks—Snow and ice re- C. Permit

(cumndm·91)
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12.16.170

"
1. A permit shall be issued by the Cambridge Z Performances may take place at the follow-

Arts Coundl to each applicant therefor in cx- ingtimw

change for a completed application and 8 fee of Mondaythrough Thursday, between
7:

ij0 a.m.

twenty-We dollars.
and nmpm

Z A completed application for a permil and Friday,between
7:

CO a.m. and
11:

00pal

the permit itsell shall contain the @piicant's
Saturday, between

7:

00 &1il and
11:

00,p.m.
name, residenceaddrm aod telephone number,

Sunday, between
10:

008jxl and
11:

00pal

and shall be signed by the applicant,
3. No performer or group of performersmay

3. A permit shall be valid hom the date on
generate noise exceedinga median sound level of

whichit is issued through the end of ttat year.
'ightydedbclsmeasuredat a distance offiftyfeet

4. Apermitshall be nonhansferabl%and shall hom the performer or group of performers. A

contain the permit number of the ap,dicant and
performer or group ofperformersmay use sound

theyearinwhichthepermitkvalidEach member
ampWmtion as long as this sound level is not

of aZioaF Ofperformmwho play together shall
'xoeeded Upon a complaint by a resident the

" " ·
"

· · . .
- designated m of the Cambridge Arts Council

be required to obtain an individual permit In no , , , .

shallwlththepermission of the resident, measure

event shall any group ofperformers, idenUed as . , ,

· ·
.

the soundlevel fhom inside the residential dwell-

such in their application and noted cn their per- .

·

ing. If the sound level exceeds a median sound

mitts, be Charged more than one hundred dollars -b ·

.
" .

level ofsixtydea els in the daytime or a median

total Ior permits for group members. b ' ' '

. . .

sound level of fifty deci els in the mghttune, as

.
5.. Upon issuing a pemnj the Arts Council .

. .

. . ,
dehned in the City's noise ordinance, the per-

Shallalsogivetheperformeracopyo: thissection· former(s) causing the excessive sound level shall

'";:

a
D. Display ofPermit .

.

" ":

"-
either turn down the music or move to a distance

""'u7 A !?erforlner shall,clear1y display his .or her from the residenceso as to reduce thesoundlevel

permit whik performing, and shall allow inspec- ·
· ·

·

. .

within these limitations,previdingthat the music

tion of the penmtbyanyCambndgepolimoEficer noise level being measured exceeds the back-

orstaEfpeison of the CambridgeArts Council on ground noise by at least ten dB(A). 3ackground

requesL -

.

.

noise for this purpose shall mean L90.

E Permitted Performances. 4. Aperformer may not create an undue inter-

j. Performances may take place in the follow" ference with the passage of the public through a

ing locations:
.

publicarea. If a performer attracts a crowd suffi-

a In public areas, except withir. one hundred cient to obsWuct the public way, a police officer

feet of an elementary and/or secondary school, may disperse the portion of the crowd that is

library,orchurchwhile in session, a.hospitalatany creating the obstruction. The police officer shall

time, and exceptpublic areas excluJed by the City not cause the performer to leave the location

Council, the Commissioner of Public Works, or unless efforts to move the crowd fail to adequately

the ChiefofPolicepursuant to subsectionFof this protect the publicsafety or order. A police officer

.

section;
shall not ask the performer to leave the location

b. On private property, with tie written per- unless all other means of restoring the public

mission of the owner orotherperson in control of safetyor orderhave been exhausted.

such propenty; -

5. No performer or group of performers may

c. In public areas where an authorized street perform less than hfty feet fronj another per-
,

fair or public festival is being conducted, with the former or group of performers.

permission of the sponsor of sucF. fair or festival. 6. A performer may request ccmtributions of

268-l
(Cambridµ2-91)



12.16.170

money or p'operty at a performance, provided G. Penalties.

that no sign requesting contributions shall exceed 1. Nonaiminal Dispositiom

twelve inchesbyeighteen inchesin size. Conmbu- Whoeverviolates any provision of this section

tions maybe received in any reoeptacle,such as an maybe penaliMby a nonaimind disposition as

open musical instrument case, box or h&t. Per. provided in GL c 40, & 21D.Forpurposesof this

formersmayoHerforsalemresentationsofthei, s"aiw the following omcials shall be enforcing

own work including but not limited to ?hotos, .
persons: police officers and Cambridge Arts

records, cassettes, videotapes or compact di,cs.
Council4 The penalty for each violation will

No display of such representations of the
be twenty-fivedollar&

Z Suspension of Permit
.

performets own work shall exceed inore than
. ,

The CmnbndgeArts Council and/or the Cam-
twenty-hve percent of the width of the sidewalk . .

, ,
bndge police may suspenda permit for no more

from the property line of the premises in Eror.: ^f than thirty d8ys if a performer is found to have

whichthediSplayisinstalled.lnpublicaretsothe' kn~pmidedfalse informationinthe appli-

thaii '8ideYialk% do such display shall exceed " cation. Before suspending a permij, the Arts
twenySv¢ "square feet, and it shall be prohibited Coundlmusthold a publichearing, after tea days

to place a carpet, rug, blankel or other such cdv- written notice to the performer setting forth the

ering over grass in a public place. facts constituting the basis for th? proposed sus-

F. Exclusion of Public Areas. pensioa
1. Aspeci6cpublic area maybe excluded From EL Exclusivity.

performances in accordance with constitutional The provisionsof this section take precedence

standards by decision of the City Council after a over any other City regulations or ordinance ap-

publichearing notice ofwhich shall be advertised plicable to street performances. To the extent

once in a local newspaper no less than iourteen other City regulations or ordinances are applica-

days prior to said hearing. In addition t written ble and are inconsistent with this section, this

notice shall be sent to the Street Artists Guild no section shall govern. Sound levels generated by

less than ten days prior to said hearing; cr street performancesshall be governed by this sec-

a. Based upon evidencepresented to the City tion and not by the Cambridge City noise ordi-

Council during its deliberations on the adoption nance.

of the ordinance codified in this section, the City I. Peace and Quiet.

Council designates Brattle Street on both sides A performance in accordance with this ordi-

From the northerly side of Church Strezt to the nance shallbe presumednottoconstitute a distur-

northerly lot line of 76 Brattle Street as an ex.
bance of the peace or quiet.

. .. .
J. Severability.

cluded are% thereby prohibiungperformances in . .The pronsions of this section areseverable,and

that area-
, . . if anypart of this section should be held irvalidby

Z By decision of the ChiefofPolice iii the case . . . . · · ·
a court of competent junsdiction, such wvalidity

of an emergency: any holder of a liaose who · ·

,
shall not affect the remainder of the seem and

disputes the need for said emergency zxclusm the remainder of the section shall stay in hill force

may appeal tO the City Council for review. and effect. (Ord. 1104, 1990)
3. By decision of the Commissioner of Public

Works in the case of an emergency regarding a

park or playground: any holder of a licmse who

disputes the need for said emergency exclusion

may appeal to the City Council for review.

(Caunbhdµ2-91) 268-2
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3.

IN CITY COUNCIL

April 13, 1992

COUNCILLORRUSSELL
COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN

ORDERED: That the City Council consider adding Winthrop Park to the areas of Harvard
Square which would exclude street performers as per process outlined in the
Cambridge City Ordinance 12.16.170, Section F, Sub-section 1.



CONSENT ORDER //3

t

.
1jm%+

CouncillorsRussell and Sullivan re: to
exclude Winthrop Park from the Street
Performers Ord inance .

<J

. In City Council,

April 13, 1992

"Q)t1A^
'ajuujg-&'~^<"
~;"J ,A°R
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33.
IN CITY COUNCIL

June 1, 1992

Councillor Wolf

ORDERED: That the attached amendments to the Street Performers Ordinance,
recommended by the Forum on Street Performers, and drafted by the Law
Departmentbe referred to the hearing set to continue discussion of banning of
Street Performers from Winthrop Park.



'^©N'SENT ORDER //33
W;!CLi')j'] K '

' Lu4
Councijlor Wo f rf: The amendment to the
Street Performers Ordinance.

.

a

.
G

In City Council,

June 1, 1992

&A~luM~
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OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK

CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CITY HALL, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139

JOSEPH E. CONNARTON
(617) 349-4260 JOHN E. FLYNN

CITY CLERK DEPUTY CITY CLERK

May 6, 1992

TO: ROY-ALAN HANSEN, DEPUTY DIRECTOR
ARTS COUNCIL

FROM: JOSEPH E.
CONNARTONQ,<(.

CITY CLERK

SUBjECT: COMMITTEE ON ORDINANCES

Please be advised that Councillor Alice K. Wolf, Chair of the City Council Committee

on Ordinances, has scheduled a public hearing for Wednesday, May 20, 1992 to act on a series

of amendments to the Municipal Code.

At
7:

00 p. m. the committee will discuss a proposed amendment to the Municipal Code

as it relates to the exclusion of street performers at Winthrop Park.

As we discussed, by telephone on Tuesday, May 5, 1992, I would appreciate it if you

would once again notify the appropriate individuals regarding this hearing.

The hearing will be held in the Sullivan Chamber, City Hall.

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter and if you need any help in this matter

please do not hesitate to contact me.
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OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CITY HALI., CAMBRIDGE,MASSACHUSETTS 02139

JOSEPH E. CONNARTON
(617) 349-4260 JOHN E. FLYNN

CITY CLERK DEPUTY CITY CLERK

May 6, 1992

Mr. Daryl janes

50A J.F.K. Street
Cambridge, MA 02138

Dear Mr. Janes:

Please be advised that Councillor Alice K. Wolf, Chair of the Committee on Ordinances,

has scheduled a public hearing for Wednesday, May 20, 1992 to discuss a proposed amendment

to the Municipal Code as it relates to the exclusion of street performers at Winthrop Park.

This hearing will held in the Sullivan Chamber, City Hall, 795 Massachusetts Avenue

and will begin at
7:

00 P. M.

You are invited to attend this hearing and be heard.

Your kind attention in this matter will be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

(7""µ' t 'b'7ujn),
Josepk E. Connarton

City Clerk

JEC/dl
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OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CITY HALI,, CAMBRIDGE,MASSACHUSETTS 02139

JOSEPH E. CONNARTON
(617) 349-4260

JOHN E. FLYNN

CITY CLERK DEPUTY CITY CLERK

May 6, 1992

Ms. Sue Kuelzer
19 Copley Street
Cambridge, MA 02138

Dear Ms. Kuelzer:

Please be advised that Councillor Alice K. Wolf, Chair of the Committeeon Ordinances,

has scheduled a public hearing for Wednesday, May 20, 1992 to discuss a proposed amendment

to the Municipal Code as it relates to the exclusion of street performers at Winthrop Park.

This hearing will held in the Sullivan Chamber, City Hall, 795 Massachusetts Avenue

and will begin at 7:00 P. M.

You are invited to attend this hearing and be heard.

Your kind attention in this matter will be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

qo, t ·
L6p1^1un1

ose E. Connarton

City Clerk

JEC/dl
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. ·' In the Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred Ninety Two

.

AN ORDINANCE

In amendment to an ordinance entitled the "Cambridge Municipal
" Code"

Be it ordained by the City Council of the ctg of Cambridge as lollows:

Section 12.16.170 of the Code (street performers) is hereby

amended as follows:

1. Paragraph E. (Permitted performances) , subparagraph 3 . is

amended to read as follows:
V

No 'performer or group of performers may generate noise .

exceeding a median sound level of 80 decibels measured at
a distance of 25 feet from the performer or group of
performers. A performer or group ·of performers may use
sound amplification as long as this sound level is not

. exceeded. Upon a complaint by a resident, a designated
-" staff person from the Cambridge Arts Council shall, with

the permission of the resident, measure the sound level
inside the residential dwelling. If the sound level
exceeds a median sound level of 50 decibels, and exc2eds

.': the background noise by at least 10 dB(A) , the performer
,. .

,'
. or group of performers causing the excessive sound level

';
. shall either turn down the music or move to a distance

" from' the residence so as to reduce the sound level within
these limitations. Background noise for this purpose
shall mean 4).

.

,

i
"

- ORD#3\StrtPerf\S1216170
:

or::l, ·
. .:

':;. ·. ",0
.. pO

.......

..· P

' 0

...
. '0

" P ·

..

.
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Order Banning tjnaccompanied Drummers from winthrop Park, the
Brattle square Trianqle and the cambrjdqe Common

D

" WHEREAS the procedures set forth in paragraph F.(1) of Section

12.16.170 of the Cambridge Municipal Code (street PerEormers)

appear to have been satisfied;
NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained and ordered by the Cambridge

city council as follows:
"" Unaccompanied drummers and groups of unaccompanied drummers

are hereby forbidden to perform or play on drums in the following

public areas:

winthrop Park

Brattle Square Triangle

Cambridge Common

0RD#\STRTPERF\Onnordr

.

.-

.
"g '
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....·4· 0
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FIRST PUBLICATION NO. 2590.

{"'"""\iti) Citp of Candiribge
"°'c;"',j;; :
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° lnthe Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred Ninety Two

ANORDINANCE

In amendmentto an ordinance entitledthe "Cambridge Municipal
Code"

--"··' -- - - Beitordainedbythe CitY Councilol the Cigol Cambridgeas /ol1owp

...

Section 12.16.170 of the Code ($treet perfoFners) is hereby

amended as follows:

1. ParagraphE. (Permittedperformances), subparagraph 3. is

amended to read as follows:

No performer or group of performers may generate noise .

exceeding a median sound level of 80 decibels measured at
a distance of 25 feet from the p"erformer or group of
performers. A performer or group·of performers may use

sound amplification as long as this sound level is not
exceeded. Upon a complaint by a resident, a designated

-staff person from the Cambridge Arts Council shall, with
the permission of the resident, measure the sound level
inside the residential dwelling. If the sound level
exceeds a median sound level of 50 decibels, and exceeds

the background noise by at least 10 dB(A), the performer

or group of performers causing the excessive sound level
shall either turn down the music or move to a distance
from the residence so as to reduce the soUnd level within
these limitations. Background noise for this purpose

shall mean 4,0·

.



- 2-

That Section 12.16.170 entitled "Street Performer" in Paragraph F (I) be and hereby is

amended by adding at the end thereof the following:

Unaccompanied drummers and groups of unaccompanied drummers are hereby forbidden

to perform or play on drums in the following public areas: ,

Winthrop Park

Brattle Square Triangle

Cambridge Common

Passed to a second reading at the City Council meeting held on june 1, 1992

and on or after june 15, 1992 the question comes on passing to be ordained.

ATTEST:

-
john E. Flynn

Deputy city Clerk

a
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PUBLIC HEARING

The Cambridge City Council Committee on Ordinances will conduct a public hearing for

Wednesday, May 20, 1992 beginning at
7:

00 P. M. in the Sullivan Chamber, City Hall,

Cambridge, Massachusetts.

The purpose of this hearing is to discuss a proposed amendment to the Municipal Code

to exclude Winthrop Street from the Street Performers Ordinance.

All interested persons are requested to attend and be heard.

For the Committee,

Councillor Alice K. Wolf
Chair

'g"4d!°7 a-d- '1"Uyif /'i ,tm -
C/Lum>l
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¥ay 26, 1992
f

C

/

Mr. Joseph E. Connar-ton
City Clerk
Cambridge City Hall

"

Cambridge, MA 02139

Dear Mr. Connar.ton:

For your information I am enclosing a draft amend-
ment to the Street Performers Ordinance, prepared at
the request of Councilor Wolf and intended to Em-

.

plement the recomriendations of the Forum on Street
Performance, as set out in the group's letter to .

.

Councilor ,Wolf of - April 22, 1992. '

.Please do not hesitate to call if I can b'e of any '

further assistance.
'

Sincerely ,
'

.
'

b I
~

¥

Roy-A1 n Hansen
Deputy Executive Director

RAH: 1m -

,

enclosure

I t

, .

a

..<
L

I
»

.

Eliza Collins · john Constable · Arawana Hayashl · Willie Hills · ONealIngram · Donna Lass/ter · Norman Mc/ver '

Altaf Mu/la · Penny Outlaw · George Turnbu// · Karen Vaughar · David V/ckery
Annabelle HCbert.Executive Director

Roy-Alan Hansen, Deputy Executive Director
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"""' Gii Ci'p of Cambr'ibge

,
»' In the Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred Ninety Two

ANORDINANCE

In amendment to an ordinance entitled the "cambridgeMunicipal
"'"'"" Code"

Be itordainedby the City Councilol the City of CambridSeas follow;::

Section 12.16.170 of the Code (Street performers) is hereby

amended as follows:

1. ParagraphE. (Permittedperformances), subparagraph3. is
amended to read as follows:

No performer or.group of performers may ccenerate noise .

exceeding a median sound level of 80 decibels measured at
a distance of 25 feet from the performer or group of
performers. A performer or group.of performers may use
sound amplification as long as this sound level isi not
exceeded. Upon a complaint by a resident, a designated
staff person from the Cambridge Arts Council shall, with
the permission of the resident, measure the sound level
inside the residential dwelling. If the sound level
exceeds a median sound level of 50 decibels, and exceeds
the background noise by at least 10 dB(A), the performer

"! or group of performers causing the excessive sound level
shall either turn down the music or move to a distance
fromthe residence so as to reduce the sound level within
these limitations. Background noise for this purpose
shall mean L90·

. . r ·

..,.- T
,

;'1;'

- ORO#3\StrtPerf\S1216170
'-"i'jq'!' "

' "
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Order Banning Unaccompanied Drummers from winthrop Park, the
Brattle Square th;i,anq1e and the Cambridge Common

D

P D

WHEREAS theprocedures set forth inParagraph F.(1) of Section

12.16.170 of the cambridge Municipal Code (Street performers)

appear to have been satisfied;
NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained and ordered Ey the Cambridge

City council as follows:
··"·L·j

Unaccompanied drummers and groups of unaccompanied drummers

are hereby forbidden to perform or play on drums in the following
public areas:

Winthrop Park

Brattle Square Triangle

Cambridge Common

0RD#\STRTPERF\Drunordr
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j Cambridge Ails CouncilU

57/nman Street Cambridge MA 02139 (617).349-4380

,

' 0 0 0 D 0

,

PEOPLE LH0 I!ERE 1'!0TIFIED OF 0R!)INA!!CE Ctf'PlITTEE 1'eet1j!c of
,

MAY 20, 1992

Kevin Creme (Complaii:ant) · Ron Kal::ian (Complainant)
104 i'icnint /Lb"arn Street ,

'

1200 l'lassacMsetts AUenue
P.JJ. B::x 103O " '

Cambridge 02i33
Cambridge 021@

"

. .

f(im Terroyas!c (Complainant) Dr. Lawrence h'artman (Conplainant) '

1·1otto
. 1U7 Brattle Street

17 Drattle Street ' Cambri(jFe 0213R
Camt)rZdCe 02138

Berry Feeney (Cotnplainar'.t)" Ezrz Sims (Co'mplainznt)
11A A"rcw St"eet 110Q l:assachusetts ,iven'.ie
Cannbriaje 32i38 Cambriage 02i38

hoberta Criminie (Compla'inar,t) ' l-'cly Cross Armenien Church (Cc'mplo)
Three Ccncord /',vcwje 100 Mount Au3"arn Street, r
Cambridge 02133 P.0. Ebx 15 ·

'

Cambriage 02133
,

¶

Elizabeth A.C.Sr.iith (Complainant) !!endy Fiering (Complainant)
Three Concord Avenue '

,

19' Centre Street //2
Cambridge 02133 Cambridge 02 139

,

Frearick Spotts (Co[/)plainant) Dr. Lillian Greeley (ComplainanU
Thrte Ccncord' llven'ae ° 4 University Road ·'/105 '

Catsbridge O2i38 ' Cambridge O2i3&-5723
P

' Charles L.' Jeer (Ccmplainant.) Xiinball jones (Corplainant-)
Jeer llanagement Co ; One Jaterho'ase Streett
57 JFK Street ' Cambridge 02138
Carlit}riciGe 02130

,

(Kathleen C. \kr. 'Cc'urtlanat Elliot Maurie Kaiaen-Xaye (Coln?lainant)
(Con!r)lainant) One "!ater;)o"mse Street :'5
One Z'aterhouse Street //23

'
' Ca[abri(jce 02138

,

Cambricig+ 0?138 .
'

'

3irge /!1bright (For".u",i 14ar5er)
"

,
Earvey Smith

Legal rx'partment.
,

' ' (Forum lleiaber & Performer)
City llali '. Association for Street Performance·'
Canibriage 02139

. P,0. Box 2107
' CambridCe 0213?,

, .

Eliza Collins · john Constable · Arawana Hayashi · Willie Hills · ONeal Ingram · Gonna Lassiter · Norman Mclver
Altai' Mu//a · Penny Outlaw · George Turnbull · Karen Vaughan · David V/ckery

Annabelle HCbert Executive Director
Roy-A/anHansen, DeputY Executive Director
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Szlly Edcorn (For,m lkmber) '"'
Richard Scali (Forum Lember)

Ulzrvard Square iLUriess Assoc. License Commission , Lombardi BAlding .

18 E!ratt1e Street -
" 33 1 fiassac:n'aset3s' Avcriue

Cado'"idge 02138 . Cambridge J213S)
.

4

7
L

. .
, "\

Cct-herine A. terry (Forum 1!ember) Alex Roctrijyaez : Forum :tel:!ber)
Tumbleweed

~ ,
Licence Comtuissicn", Lombarai B'jilainC

99 :!ount A"aburn Street 831 !:asau"asett;3 Avenue
Ca,rlbrid3e O2i?? '

.
Camtjricige ')2139

4

d

d

.

Hazel 'Ceary (Forum lkmber) Dav Fa HOlzman
T'jzibie\·lleEd (Forum F·kmber a ?erformer)

'

g

97 1·b"ant kh"arn Street Association for Street Perfc'rmanc{"
' Cz ·!byi(jge 02138 . 35 Cottage Str+'t ,

I"jatertorin 02172
.

W I
4

C'jathia Fr'ade. (For'aio llember) Itarilyn Sandaj
I"!o·>lcott (I, Co

. · (Forun :iert)ber ar.d Performer)
.

'
"

9? Kcnint A,kurn Street ·

" 25 Hainmo,ia Street //'5 ·

Caabridge 02138 CaEjljriag€ 02133 "

(

a

\ T

Viuee IJixrm (Fomtn 1"kmber) '
r i4arc Redlich -(Fcrurn lkm&r)

Carlbri(jie Di sccvery Law Offices of Larc· Realic:2
2S? Eiarvarci Street /,'6,4 'lOCO !:2ssac:nusetts Aven"je
Carbriagt 02138 Canbricige O2138

+
. \ . ·

.C

d

' }"iike ?icf-;ahon (Forum 1,kr,iber) David Kistler (Forum lkmber)
Canbridjy Po,1ice Fepartmerit '

' Legal Ikpartment '

" 831 !'assaehasetts Ave11ue City Hall , .

Canbridge C!2139
.

Cambridge C)21'39

Lt . Jams Haltice (Fcr jUl ltember) ldaria Eieritorii
' Canbridge Pclice >partment (Fcruzi I'lecnher & Ferforrner) "

5 Uestern Avcn'ie " Asscjciation fcr Street Performancer

.
Cat:bTiaZe O2i3? ' 10 liagazine Strett .

'

Cambridge 0.2139 '

,

d

k!kryi lanes · - John Friscone (7:ir'am fiem'oer)
(Fcr"am Att:ber &ComplUne,nt) \/icC President

" '
'

h

5DE JFK Street Canbridgt Sa%'ing -bank
Cat:jjridCe 02138 1374 i·:asszc!j'jsetu Avenue

k

CambridgC 022"??-j2(j6
j

,
V

¥

d

)(evirt ;':cHar,jara " Peter Rattigan (?or"jm lkmber)
"

,

'

(Fcru:'i lkmber & Performer) Assistant Vice Mcsident .
T

4

Street .Artisf:s' Guild .

" Cambriage Szvings Bank '

\

U17 Somerville Atienue /,'"2
,

'
'

,

137Ll Massachusetts Even:ie
'

'

Cambridge 02143 .-
' Cambridge 02238-1206

'
"

k
.

r

µ ' ·h

.

ikci Land in Stephen !3airci
" '

r

(Forum ,1-kmber & PErformer) (Forum i'leinber & 'erfonner)
E1,ssoc. for Street Perfortnance .

Street Artists' 1Aila
" 67 Prescott Strtet · 417 Soin«vilie /\"jEnljie /!2

.,

l·:e(jthnj 02155 Cambridge 02143
.
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' flan T'onald '
!1r . Lynn E

. .

Ch a sc b

(Frri.m ::ejz'op" !lr Performer)
.

- Exec:itive yice Presicient and Tream"er
,

60 Pleasant Street //3 " Cambridge 'Savings Bank
" Ca'nbricige CJ213S' " 137U Mss:achasetts Avenue · ,

- Ccwbricige 0223£-0206

Fawarci T.lt Tsoi (Complainant)
Tsoi/Xob"as & Associates
50 Church Str[?et
?.0. 3ox 311U
Cambri(jSe 0223tl-9114
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HEARING SQIEDULE

Monday, May 18, 1992
5:

30 P. M. Regular City Council meeting. (Sullivan

Chamber)

7:

00 P. M. The City Council will conduct a public

hearing relative to the Cambridge Resident

job Policy. (Sullivan Chamber)

Wednesday, May 20, 1992 The Ordinance Committee will conduct a

public hearing as followS:

I5:

30 P. M. Mid Cambridge Conservation Cormission

amendment,

V"
6:

30 P. M. Amendment to the Noise Ordinance. relative

to condominium associations.

L7:

00 P. M. Proposed amendment to the Street

Performers Ordinance to exclude Winthrop

Park from the ordinance. ¢Stillivan

Chamber)

' Monday, June 1, 1992
5:

30 P. M. Regular City Council meeting. jSullivan

Chamber)

Tuesday, June 2, 1992
5:

30 P. M. The Rent Control Committee will conduct a

public heuing relative to the discussion of
the rehab and loan programs in the City of

Cambridge: what's working, what's not

working and how the city proceeds from

here. (Sullivan Chamber)

Monday, June 8, 1992
5:

30 P. M. Regular City Council meeting. (Sullivan

Chamber)

Monday, June 15, 1992
5:

30 P. M. Regular City Council meeting. (Sullivan

Chamber)
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IN CITY COUNCIL

April 13, 1992

COUNCILLOR WOLF
COUNCILLOR DUEHAY -

WHEREAS: The City Council is in receipt of a letter from Daryl James regarding the

possibility of making Winthrop Park off limits to street musicians; and

WHEREAS: There is a working group meeting regularly to discuss enforcement of the street

performers' ordinance and issues that arise around that enforcement; now
therefore be it

ORDERED: Th"at the City Manager be and hereby is requested to forward the attached letter

to the working group that enforces the street performer's ordinance for their study

and recommendation; and be it further

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to report back this
" recommendation to the City Council by the second week in May for its

consideration.

REFERRED TO THE ORDINANCE COMMITTEE AND THE WORKING
GROUP FOR A HEARING.



.
m

+
I L" ¶"ooT3

f CambridgeAr/sCounci"/ ,
q

U

t 57/nmanStreet Cambridge,MA02:139 (617)349-4380
q

0 110 JJ g 0

April 22, 1992

Councilor Alice K. Wolf
Chair, Ordinance Committee
City Hall
Cambridge, MA 02139

.

Dear Councilor Wolf:

Over the past few months, the Street Performance Task Force, organized
by the Ordinance Committee of the City Council, has been meeting on a

regular basis to discuss issues dealing with the structure and enforce-
ment of the Street Performance Ordinance. Following is a summary of
recommendations which have been made by this task force. We feel that
it would be advantageous if these matters could be brought before the
Ordinance Couimittee for public hearing at the earliest possible time so

as to permit implementation prior to the height of the summer season.

With regard to the decibel level--the forum agrees unanimously chat
changing the distance for caking readings from 50 to 25 feet would
effectively lower the sound level, making it unnecessary to lower the
decibel level itself. The majority, particularly the performers, would
not like to see the decibel level lowered as well. As you can see from
the readings taken by the Arts Council and the License Cormnission in
Harvard Square (see enclosed), almost all performers would be in viola-
tion of the Ordinance if the legal decibel level was set at 70.

With regard to the previous suggestion that unaccompanied drums be re-
stricted to a decibel level of SO--the forum feels that this would be

an unworkable solution since it would be impossible to measure drums at
that level as the ambient sound level in Harvard Square is approximately
70 decibels. The forum has suggested an alternative solution which is
that unaccompanied drumners or groups of unaccompanied drummers be

restricted from playing in those areas which have a history of complaints--
specifically, Winthrop Park, Brattle Square Triangle, and the Cambridge
Common. The members of the forum feel that banning all music performances
from those areas would be an extreme action until after we have implemented
these other solutions.

With regard to Section E, Paragraph 3, with reference to taking decibel
readings from inside a residential dwelling (upon receipt of a complaint)--
the forum would suggest lowering the allowable median sound level from 60

to 50 decibels.

ElizaCo/lins0johnConstab/e·ArawanaHayasni0Wi|//eHil/s0O'Nea|lngram"DonnaLass/ter0NormanMclve/
' A/tafMu|/a·PennyOutlaw"GeorgeTumbul|·KarenVaughan0DavidVickely

Annabel/eHCbert.ExecutiveDirector
m, . ^ f~m (J^^r^^ r\m^. r4tr CLr^^r 0+i0·^ ^;r^m+^r
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This foruw res?ectfully requests that its recommendztions to the Ordinance
Committee be considered in further drafts for revision of the Street
Performance Ordinance.

Sincerely,

Street Performance Task Force ..

enclosures

Report on decibel readings taken in Harvard Square

Report on the monitoring of drums

RCprint of article on noise from,T.im,e. magazine

cc Robert TL Healy, City Manager
Joseph Connarton, City Clerk
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IN CITY COUNCIL

April 13, 1992

COUNCILLOR RUSSELL
COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN
VICE MAYOR CYR
COUNCILLOR WALSH

ORDERED: That the City Council consider adding Winthrop Park to the areas d Harvard
Square which would exclude street performers as per process outlined in the
Cambridge City Ordinance 12.16.170, Section F, Sub-section 1.

.
REFERRED TO THE ORDINANCE COMMITTEE AND WORKING
GROUP FOR HEARING
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Dear Member:..'
'.0 ,

The Harvard Square Business Association has been

intensively involved in efforts to reduce the problems that many

of you have encountered in Harvard Square resulting from street
performance and associated noise. We have had reports frcm our

members as to acute noise problems, especially as they affect
our retail merchants and offices in and around Harvard Square.

In many cases our members and their staff have become "captive

audiences" to street performers who have parked outside of their
stores or office buildings, blocking entrances or performing

either extremely loudly or persistently (as in the case of
drummers), for hours at a time. In addition, we know that our
members have complained about loss of customers and business

"»

when patrons have left, or declined to enter our members'

premises in order to avoid the noise.
We thought it would be helpful to bring to your attention

the efforts that the Association has been making in order to
reduce and end these noise problems, as well as some suggested

steps that our members can take in order to alleviate specific
problems as they occur.

Over the past several months both the Executive jjirector
and a member of the Board of Directors of the Association have

attended ongoing meetings sponsored by the Cambridge Arts
Council which are intended to seek solutions to the street
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performer/noise problems. Those meetings have been attended by

representatives of the business community, residents, Arts

Council and city Hall representatives (including a member of the
'

City Law Department), as well as a number of representatives of

the street performers' guild. The purpose of the meetings has

been to seek amicable solutions to the various problems,

especially those that arise from the business community

concerning the location and noise level of the street
performers, as well as discussing various amendments to the

P

noise ordinance in order to alleviate the problems. Among the

successes of this ongoing dialogue have been the following:

1. The attending members of the street performers' guild
have clearly gotten the word out to their colleagues to try to
be more cooperative with the business community, and to avoid

problems on an amicable basis. This is not to say that there
' .are not situations where nbad appleS" seem to spoil things; but '

on the other hand, we have received feedback from various

ihstitutions and businesses in the square that they have been

able to work' out reasonable solutions with those street
performers who have been operating either too loudly or too

,

close to their premises;

2. The City Law Department has prepared an amendment to

the Ordinance which would ban unaccompanied drumming in both

Winthrop Park and Cambridge Common after 6:00 o'clock in the

evening.

-2-
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3. The street performers guild has drafted a proposed code

of ethics, which will be discussed at an upcoming meeting, and

which we hope to influence in order to encourage the street
performers to be more cooperative with businesses in the Square;

4. Th.e Arts Council is seriously considering making a
'.0 ,

,

recommendation to the City Council to amend the noise ordinance

in order to decrease the decibel level and decrease the
measurement distance, so as to make it illegal to exceed this
lower noise threshold; and

5. An officer of th2 Cambridge Police Department has been

a regular participant in the meetings, which have also been

attended by representatives of the city License Commission.

Since those two entities as well as the Arts Council itself
share responsibility for enforcing the Ordinance, we have been

encouraging and pressuring all three organizations to enforce
the Ordinance when called upon by the business people in the
Square.

We do not believe for a moment that all of the problems
have been resolved. However, we have seen progress, especially
where business people have followed a series of steps in order
to reduce the noise problems in their vicinity. From some

recent experiences during the course of the last summer, we are
encouraging our members an:i other businesses in the Square to
follow these steps in order to address specific problems that
they encounter:

1. The first step is to try to discuss the problem
immediately with the street performer. This generally means

3
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talking to the street performer in a reasonable and businesslike
'way about whatever the problem is: excessive noise,

persistence, the need to "take a break," and in some cases the
need to move the operation a little further from the store

entrance in order to allow patrons to get by. In a number of

cases the street musicians have indicated a willingness to
cooperate, and in some cases they expressed genuine surprise

that the music was being perceived as being too loud. In other
instances, the street performers, although a reasonable distance

from the entrance, attracted a crowd that in turn blocked the
entrance to a store. A reasonable low-keyed discussion has

"

resulted in a number of situations being resolved right on the

spot, quickly and effectively.
What we have found to be counterproductive is a business

person trying to "order" the street performer to move or to be

quiet, or to try to chase the street performer away. Whatever

one may think about the consequences, the street performers are
'very much aware of their First Amendment constitutional rights
to speak, piay or perform on public streets, as long as they

comply with the decibel level rules. So that you are aware of
'

what those rules are, we are att.aching a copy of the applicable
City Ordinance.

2. If an amicable approach does not work, and the street
performer continues to play too loudly, to block entrances, or

to drum persistently without end or break, then the next step is
to call the city authorities for enforcement. This approach

obviously will take longer, and is more of an "iffy"

-4-
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proposition. What o.ir members have encountered in the past is a

reluctance by the police to enforce the Ordinance; or a claimed .

unavailability of demibel meters either at the Licensing
0

.

Commission, Arts Council or Police Department;, or in some cases,
.

the Ucensing Commission or Arts Council is closed for the
0
'f 0

evening or weekend, and nobody can locate a person experienced

and competent to tak? meter readings. We have received
assuirances from all three city departments that they will be

available and will c3ordinate their efforts to enforce the
Ordinance. However, all of these organizations have experienced

cutbacks in funding a'nd personnel over the past year or so, and

all are short handed to some extent. We say this not to excuse

or justify the problans that our members have encountered, but
.

simply to alert you fo the problems that these entities have
0

told us about. Howe"jer, despite these problems, our meNbersk

T

should immediately contact the Police jjepartment, the Arts
Council and/or the Ucensing Department, and request that a

.. .

meter reading be taken in the event of a noisy performer, or
that the distance between the business entrance and performer/
crowd be measured.

.

.

3. We urge you to call Sally Alcorn or Greta Cowan of the
B'usiness Association in order to let us know what problems you .

0

·

.

have been encountering, especially those which have not been

resolved. Wherever possible, please tell us the name of the
*

street performer or group, or at least proficie us with a

description so that we can in turn alert the authorities for
future enforcement eZforts. .

.

d

t -5-
.
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4. Call the Arts Council (Roy-Allen Hansen or his staff),
the police commissioner's office (Lieutenant Halice), and

Commissioner Alex Rodriguez of the Licensing Commission in order

to let them know the specific profiiems that you are having. We

know that'Mr. Ransen and his staff had visited with business

people in the Square on request in order to learn what the

specific problems consist of, and your calls .and complaints to
these entities in turn help to encourage them to enforce the
Ordinance and to seek solutions. We have found that when

genuine complaints are.brought to the attention of these

organizations, it makes it more feasible for us to convince them

that the problem is real (not imagined) and that it affects
citizens and taxpayers in Cambridge, which is more likely to be

taken seriously by.the city officials, including the City
Council which votes on amendments to the noise and street
performer Ordinance.

We want to assure you that this problem is one that we take

very seriously and that we have been working to solve. There

are both political and constitutional issues here, and therefore
. the problems are not susceptible of easy or simple solutions.

In addition, we have found a consensus among our members

that although we want to solve the problems, we recognize that
street performance, within reasonable parameters, enhances the
business and esthetic climate in the Square. We do not seek to

-6-
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prevent or ban street performers, but to help achieve a more

balanced situation that works to benefit our members and the
.

business community at large.
We certainly weXome your suggestions and advice, and we

will keep ygi advised of developments concerning amendments to
'.a ,

the Ordinance and enforcement.

If you have any questions or suggestions to make, by all
means call Sally or Greta, [Tod Beaty or Marc Redlich], and let
us know.

sincerely,

.

·+

7
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Dear Member: .
.

· 1

t

The Harvard Square Business i\ssociation has been
' intensively involved in efforts to reduce the problems that many

of you have encountered in Harvard Square resulting from street
performance aijii. associated noise. We have had reports from our
members as to acute noise problems, especially as they affect
our'retail merchants and offices in and arouiid Harvard Square.
We thought it would be helpful to bring to your attention the
efforts that the Association has been making in order to reduce
and end these noise problems, as'well as some suggested steps

.that our members can take in order to aiieviate specific
. problems as they occur, .

Since.the summer the'Executfve Director and a member :Df the
Board of ijirectors of the Association have attended ongoing
meetings sponsored by the Cambridge Arts Council which are b

4

intended to seek solutions to the street performer/noise
problems. Those meetings have been attended by representatives '

of the business community, residents, Arts Council and City Hall
representatives (including the Police and City Law Department).,
as well as a number of represe'ntatives.of the street performers'
guild. 'The purposes of the ineeti"ngs have been to seek ami3able
solutions to the various problems, especially those that affect
the business communify'concerning the location arid noise l?vel "

of the street performers, and to press for amendments to the
noisC ordinance in order to alleviate the problems. Among the
successes of this ongoing dialogue have been the following:

t

1. --Members of the street performers' guild have gottm the
' word out to their colleagues to be more cooperative.with the

business community, and to avoid problems on an amicable basis.
' This includes the guild's proposal of a performers'.code ofp k

ethics; '

0

' 2. The City Law Department has prepared an amendment to
the Ordinance which would ban unaccompanied drumming in both
Winthrop Park and Cambridge Common after 6:00 o'clock in the
evening.

' 3. The Arts Council is seriously considering making a
recommendation to the City Council to ameiyi the noise ordinance
in order to decrease the decibel level and decrease the
measurement distance, so as to make it illegal to exceed this
lower noise threshold; and

0

0

T

4. Ueutenant iialice of the Cambridge Police Department
has been a regular participant in the. meetin'gs, which have. also
bCen attended by representatives of the City License
Commission. Since those two entities as well as the Arts
Council itself share responsibility for enforcing the Ordinance,
we have been encouragirg and pressuring all three organizations

V

0

j
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to enforce the Ordinance when called upon by business people in
the Square.

From some recent experiences during the course of the last
summer, we are encouraging our members and other businesses in

' the Square to follow these steps in order to address specific
problems that they encounter:

U

1. Try to discuss the problem immediately with the street
performer to:$eek an amicable solution. Reasonable low-keyed
discussions have resulted in a number of situations being
resOlved right on the spot, quickly and effectively.

2. If an amicable approach does not work, and the street
performer continues to play too loudly, block entrances, or drum
persistently without end or break, then the next step is to call

. either the Police Department, the Arts Council or the t,icensing
Department, and reques: that a meter reading be taken in the
event of a noisy performer, or that the distance between the
business entrance and performer/crowd be measured.

3. Please also call Sally Alcorn or Greta cowan of the
- Business Association in order to let us know what problems you

have been encountering, especially those which have not been
resolved. Wherever possible, please tell us the name of the,
street performer or group, or a description so that we can in
turn alert the authorizies for future enforcement efforts.

We want to assure you that this problem is one that we take
very seriously and tha: we have been working to solve. There
are both political and constitutional issues here, and therefore
the problems are not s'asceptible of easy or simple solutions.
In addition, we have found a consensus among our members that
although we want to solve the problems, we recognize that street
performance, within reasonable parameters, enhances the business
and esthetic climate in the Square. We do not seek to prevent
or ban street performers, but to help achieve a more balanced
situation that works t[j benefit our members and the business
community at large.

We welcome your questions, 'suggestions and advice, and we
will keep you advised of developments concerning amendments to
the Ordinance and enforcement.

Sincerely,
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Harvard Square Business Association

i8 Brattle Street, Cambridge, MASSA&&Ei"'iS'.&1[38:y
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k,,.,
May 20, 1992

Richard K. Getz
Richard Getz Associates

Vi,,jh,id,n,
Ms. Alice Wolf

Frank S. Kramer Committee Chair
Harvard Book Store

. . .Cambridge Ordinance Committee
Tnasunr

P

James H. Smith 795 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge Center ·
for Adult Educa,ion Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139

&mtaiy
Joan E. o'conner Dear Alice,

Attorney at Law

Eucu& Dinctw
Sally Alcorn Enclosed please find copizs of materiel prepared for our directors on the subject of the

Harvard Square Business Association's efforts to work with the City and licensed street

Directors performers to amend the 3treet Performers Ordinance. The drafts wer prepared by
Atty. Marc Redlich, a former director of ours who attended several of the monthly

Blake F. Allison f " ·

Blake Allison Archi,,as .orums held at City Hall 4nnex.

Martin Applebaum
The SQuareDeal Recently, the Business Association has voiced its concern over insufficient monitoring

Robert Banker rf " "

Banker Real EstateC,. of pc ormance decibel levels throughout the Square. Regardingproposed amendments

David P. Bar,l,ar, tO eliminate performances in Winthrop Park, some of our members wonder whether
Barillari Books closing off the park to staet performers will only exacerbate the situation elsewhere in

George P. Beal Harvard Square.
Cambridge Trust Company

Carola E. Cadley
The Eoston Phoenix Other practical solutions have been offered by the Street Performers Forum and by

Fred C')hen other individuals here in the Square who are most affected. For example, some would
Out of Town News

James D. Collins
prefer to eliminate electronic ampli/ication and drum sets and to return to an era of

SheraronCommander Hotel quieter, acoustic performances, which experts say benefit the public and the performers
Robert F. G"'

t
alike. There are other 1s3ucs that aren't addressed by'the present ordinance, such as a)

BayBank/Harvard rust
C ·

Sue E. Kuelzer an acceptable code of ethics among musicians; b) common courtesy Lor taxpayers,, i.e.
Grendel'sDen residents and business people in the area; C) reducing repetitive performances in any

Cornelius T. Lee one area of the Square; and d) policing the relatively few performing groups who fail
Beehive& Lee's Restaurants ·

Charlajtte B. Moore
tO comply with the spirit of the law.

Camtridge Discovery

Jeffrey C. Nadherny We appreciate your williiigness to reconsider the present Street Performers Ordinance
Ha:verd Real Estate

, . . , ,

M,rc R,d,,,, now that the summer is dmost here. I plan to attend tonight's hearing in City Hall.
Law Offices of Marc Redlich

Liliana P. Sanchez, Sincerely yours,Coolidge Bank & trust
, ,,,.

Justin H. Slate '

Bob Slate's Statione's
QJJJll

MarthaW. Sullivan
The Charles Hotel

Sal yThomasA. Wagner,Jr.
I

korn
The Harvard Coop Executive Director

Enclosures

b

Telephone: (617) 491-3434



CONSENT CON1IJNICATION //7

Communication received from Sally Alcorn,
"' Executive Director, Harvard Square¥

V

' Business Association, transmitting pro—

i posed amendments to the Street Performers
Ordinance .

a

.

In City Council,

June 1, 1992
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Councillor Alice K. Wolf, Chair
CA616R|DGE

m.
City Council Committee on Ordinances

City Hall
Cambridge, MA 02139

Dear Ms. Wolf:

It is with great disappointment that I write to you today. I will be unable to attend
the public hearing tonight regarding the proposed amendments to the Municipal Code as

it relates to the exclusion of street performers at Winthrop Park. Therefore, I wish
to make my comments in writing, though they are not limited to the Winthrop Park issue.

I am an employee of a Harvard Square business. Although the Square is terrific, and
the atmosphere is full of life, conducting business each day can sometimes be difficult.
A major reason for this is the faci that may street musicians in one place can and
usually does produce greatly distracting melodies.

I do not wish to sound like a person who does not understand the desirability of a
place which provides a level forum for its performers. Quite the contrary, I have been
entertained several times by many talented people. However, I now find it necessary to
"switch camps" and throw my support behind at least a limit on the amount of time one
performer may remain in the same spot playing the same music.

Certainly, few people would liste:i to the same song or few songs over and over; hour after
hour. However, if you work in a business in The Square, you are often subjected to the same
monotonous strains for hours on end. Let's face it, concentration becomes an extremely
difficult exercise under such conditions. I am here to work, and my employer is not
getting 100% from me some days because of conditions which are totally out of its control.
I can understand the argument that this is my problem because of a character flaw I nay have.
That fact notwithstanding, I do not believe that this is a fair argument.

Please, let's have some fairness and compromise in this matter. I do not believe that any
severe restrictions are needed, simply a requirement that musical artists not be allowed to
ply their trade for more than a couple of hours in any one geographical area (within tOO yards
perhaps?). Also, a limit on how loud the output may be could be a help.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Very truly yours,

am=—Adlime Etoc



· Consent Comunication # 19
0

Com. from Adlime Etoc regarding a

.
proposed amendment to the Municipal
Code as it relates to Street Performers.

a

In City Council,

june 1, 1992

"4m!L>LALa- u 6u'
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. cAtqBRIDGL m. Daryl Janes

50A JFK Street
Cambridge, MA 02138
(617) 547-6927

June 8, 1992

Office of the City Clerk
City Hall
Cambridge, MA 02139
Attention: D. Margaret Drury

Dear Ms. Drury:

Enclosed is a letter from the Veterans' Hospital in Boston. It explains my personal

concerns for wanting Winthrop Park OFF LIMITS to the Street Musicians.

Your attention to this matter would be appreciated.

Sincerely,

=~~

CC: Edward N. Cyr
Francis H. Duehay
Jonathan S. Myers
Kenneth E. Reeves
Sheila T. Russell

Walter J. Sullivan
Timothy J. Toomey, Jr.

Terry Anderson

William H. Walsh
Alice K. Wolf '

Roy-Alan Hansen
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June 1, 1992

The Committeeon Ordinarms conducted a public hearing on Wednesday, May 20, 1992

beginning at 7:50 P.M. in the Sullivan Chamber at City Hall. The purpose of the hearing was

to receive public testimony relative to a proposed amendment to the Street Performers ordinance.

Members present were: Councillor Alice Wolf, Councillor Francis Duehay, Councillor Sheila

Russell, Councillor Jonathan Myers, Councillor William Walsh, Mayor Kenneth Reeves,

Councillor Timothy Toomey and City Clerk Joseph Connarton.

Councillor Wolf, Chair of the Committee welcomed all those present and stated that the

Committee had been presented with a petition from a resident to exclude Winthrop Park from

the existing Street Performersordinance. Furthermore, she indicated that given the fact that only

a short time frame for public notice and the ordinance requires 14 day notice another hearing

would be held in addition to this one on this amendment. Councillor Wolf then read into the

record a letter from Roy-Alan Hansen, Deputy Executive Director of the Cambridge Arts

Council indicatinB several further amendments to the Street Performers ordinance as offered by

the Street Performance Task Force.

'

Councillor Duehay stated ttat he believed that the Committee should take action on the

content of the letter from Mr. Daryl Janes who has petitioned the Council for an ordinance

amendment and the Ordinance Committeeshould request that the City Solicitor prepare proper
language for those amendments ofiered by the Task Force.

The Committee then heard from Mr. Daryl Janes, 50 JFK Street, Cambridge, who stated

that he had written to the City Council because he believed his constitutional rights were being

violated becauseof the very loud and consistent noise from musicians playing on Winthrop Park.

He stated that the music goes on for hours
,

sometimes for as long as 16 hours a day.

Furthermore he stated, that he did not know why the decibel reader was siill not available to the

Police Department after being told for 3 years that the Police would be the proper department

to enforce the Street Performers ordinance. He further stated that he is continually bothered by

screams from people at all hours of the night coming from bars, the loud music and from car
alarms which always go off.

Councillor Duehay questioned why Mr. Janes had not contacted the Arts Council for a

decibel reading given the fact they had the appropriate equipment.

Mr. Janes responded by stating that Mr. Hansen would refer him to various departments

throughout the city before actually getting an appointment to have a reading done.
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Councillor Duehay questioned whether or not any readings were in fact taken.

Mr. Janes responded by stating that a reading was taken once and he was told that the
noise did not violate the ordinance, but he disputed that statement.

Councillor Duehay reminded the audience that when the City Council had previously
considered this ordinance it was advised by legal counsel representing the street performers that
it was illegal to stop all amplified noise in the city.

Councillor Russell moved that the City Manager be and hereby be requested to take the
appropriate steps' to instruct the Police Commissioner to have the decibel reader available to
members of the Police Department immediately.

The motion as submitted carried.

The Committee then heard from Cambridge Police Officer, Michael McMahoR, whose
current assignment is working with the License Commission, who informed the Committee that
the decibel reader is currently located in the Police Academy and officers are being trained in
its utilization.

The Committee then heard from Howard Medwed, Esquire, 58 Washington Avenue,
Cambridgewho stated that the Harvard Square Defense Fund supports the exclusion of Winthrop

. Park from the Street Performer ordinance. He stated that the noise is too loud and 11 hc)ur days
of music is far too much for any individual to accept.

Mayor Reeves stated that it would seem to him that the logical place for people who
reside near Harvard Square and Winthrop Park could go up to the CambridgeCommon for somequiet

. He further stated that he believed that rather than have a total ban in Winthrop Park,
some thought should be to restricting the time music could be played at Winthrop Park.

Councillor Duehay reminded the Committee that several public hearings were held last
year by the Ordinance Committee dealing with all of these issues and that the CommiEtee wasconstantly reminded of the First Amendment rights of the musicians. Furthermore he stated that
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the Street Performance Task Force holds regular meetings to deal with all of these issues and

has made some recommendations which have not been placed into ordinance form as of yet.

Councillor Myers stated that he was very concerned about any attempt to place real

stringent enforcement provisions against musicians without letting the current ordinance work

for a while. He further stated that given the fact that the Police are current being trained on how

to use the decibel reader, this should be sufficient to stop any future violations.

Councillor Toomey stated that it would seem to him that for the Committee to be totally

fair, the Committee should look at the entire area of Harvard Square not just Winthrop Park.

The Committee then heard from the Reverend Paul Kodjanian, Pastor of the Holy Cross

Armenian Catholic Church, 100 M:. Auburn Street, Cambridge who stated that he supports the

exclusion of Winthrop Park from the ordinance. He further stated that although he truly enjoys

music, what he hears is not music. Also he indicated that although the musicians cooperate and

do not play during Masses, it is difficult for members of the parish to come by during the week

day and pray in peace.

Speaking in opposition to tie proposed amendment to the Street Performers ordinance

were: Sue Luelzer, 19 Copley SLeet, Cambridge who stated that she was the co-owner of
Grendel's Den Restaurant in Winthrop Park and she supports the musicians, although she would

not recommend groups which encourage dancing in the Park. Also speaking in opposition were:

Harvey Smith 238 Harvard Street, Cambridge,Peter Sosna, 18 Fenwick Street, Somerville, Roy-

Alan Hansen, Deputy Executive Director of the Arts Council, Ned Landin, 67 Prescott Street,

Cambridge, David Holtzman, 35 Cottage Street, Watertown, Rachel Rockenmachor, 18 Mellon

Street, Cambridge, Emanuel Medeiros, 17 Charnwood Road, Somerville and Sally Alcom,
Executive Director of the Harvard Square Business Association, 18 Brattle Street, Cambridge.

All of whom spoke in strong opposition to the proposed amendment and in support of street

musicians.

The Committee also heard from Mr. Lyn Chase, representing the Cambridge Savings

Bank who indicated to the Committee that something needs to be done with the overall issue of

street performers particularly within the Harvard Square area during normal business. He

informed the Committee that the tank's offices are right in front of Holyoke Center and it is
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it is impossible to conduct any business during the day because of the noise. Although, he

continued, that the bank has no objection to street performers per se, something needs to be done

with the decibel level.

Councillor Russell questioned whether or not any compromise could be worked out so

that all individuals, the street performers, residents and business people could all work together.

Mr. Roy-Alan Hansen, responded by stating that some alternatives in addition to what

has been submitted in writing are being worked on, such as establishing a formal "break time'

for the musicians, such as what happens in night clubs.

Councillor Duehay moved that the proposed ordinance be referred to the full City

Council without recommendation.

The motion as submitted carried.

Councillor Russell moved that the Street Performance Task Force work on developing

a plan to rotate the performers around various locations within the Harvard Square area.

The motion as submitted carried.

Councillor Duehay moved to refer to the Law Department, the communication dated

April 22, 1992 from Roy-Alan Hansen, Deputy Executive Director of the Arts Council, for the

purpose of having the recommendations of the Task Force put in proper ordinance form for a

future hearing.

The motion as submitted carried.

P
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The hearing was adjourned at 9:53 P.M.

For the Committee,

Councillor Alice K. Wolf
Chair
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Daryl Janes

50A J.F.K. Street

Cambridge, MA 02138

"'"
April 6, 1992

Office of the City Clerk

City Hall
Cambridge, MA 02139

Attention: Joseph E. Connarton

Dear Mr. Connarton,

I live opposite Winthrop Park, two blocks from down town Harvard Square. Last

summer the street musicians used the park; they played seven days a week beginning at twelve

noon and ending at eleven o'clock (sometimes later). They played at eighty decibels on a P.A.

system, so there was no way you could tune them out. (Eighty decibels is louder than a train.)

I believe that any reasonable person can see that the limit of toleration has been reached and that

the street musicians should be restricted to areas where there are no residential apartments.

I therefore wish to petition the City Council to restrict Winthrop Park as off limits at any

time to the street musicians. Also the people in Harvard Square should have some place where

they can go and not be blasted by a P.A. system every fifty feet.

Please schedule a hearing at the earliest possible time. Your cooperationon this matter

would be appreciated.

Time is of the essence.

Sincerely,
._.

"4=L;C
Daryl Janes

CC: Edward N. Cyr William H. Walsh

Francis H. Duehay Alice K. Wolf

Jonathan S. Myers Roy-Alan Hansen

Kenneth E. Reeves Alex Rodriguez

Sheila T. Russell Richard V. Scali

Walter J. Sullivan Henry Breen

Timothy J. Toomey, Jr. Kevin Fitzgerald

Terry Anderson Gladys P. Gifford

.
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TO: Margaret Drury, Cit, Clerk

,

ayy/
FROM: Roy-Alan Hansen, Deputy Director, 'Arts Counc

B

DATE: June 8, 1992 ' '

SUBjECT: People informedi',about the June 22 Public Hearing
.C

on Street Perfoirmance
r

¥ X

As per your request, I am forwarding to you a list of people informed
"

by the Arts Council of the upcoming public hearing scheduled for
Monday, ijune 22, 1992. This list represent.s citizens and business
peopje who have reg±stered complaints with the Arts Council related
to Street Performers and also people who have attended the Forum for
Disscussion on Issues relatihg to the Street Perfohnance Ordinance.

If I can be of anY""further assistance, please do"not hesitate to -

contact me .

.
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Eliza Collins · John Constable · Arawana Hayashl · W//l/e Hills · ONealIngram · Donna Lassiter · Normgn Mc/ver"
Altai' Mul/a · Penny Outlaw 0 George Turnbull · Karen Vaughar · David Vickery

Annabelle HCbert, Executive Dkector '

Roy-Alan Hansen. Deputy Executive Director
.
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j" Daryl janes

"'""-"'"'""cu;';; 50A JFK Street
.

lj!'Zi:

;ii' 15 z:

:lu'3s
Cambridge, MA 02138

c.AraR|ixmu, M"y 14, 1992

Office of the City Clerk
City Hall
Cambridge, MA 02139

Attention: joseph e. Connarton

Dear Mr. Connarton,

Please allow me to clarify my viewpoint about the proposed

amendment to the Municipal Code as it relates tcj the exclusi.on"of
the street performers at Winthrop Park coining up May 20th. I feel
strongly that due to the nature of the governing structure shared

by the Arts Council, the License Commission and the Police, great
confusion will result if anything less than a total restriction is
implemented in Winthrop Park. The ongoing decibel meter disaster
is only one example of how the system can be clogged. If just one

exception to a total restriction to Winthrop Park is allowed, such

a clogging of the system I feel will again be implemented by this
special interest group.

Last summer there were almost five hundred licenses given out to
perform in Cambridge; each performer is allowed to play at the

legal limit of 109 hours a week. Over thE next five months, which

is the peak season, this will amount to over one million hours.

Considering there are many towns whic"i do not allow street
performing, this is generous to say the least.

Harvard Square has always been a unique national landmark:

tourists should be made to feel that strict order is preserved by

the governing body of this city. Restri3ting Winthrop Park from

street performers will assure that there is one place of quiet in
the Square for both residents and visitors alike.

Sincerely,

I'a janes

Enclosures
CC: Edward N. Cyr Timothy j. Toomey, jr.
Francis H. Duehay William H. Walsh

jonathan S. Myers Alice K. Wolf
Kenneth E. Reeves Perry Anderson

Sheila T. Russell Harvard Square Defense Fund

Walter j. Sullivan

r
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The hearing was adjourned at 9:53 P.M.

For the Committee,

k±t,
Chair
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I CONIITTEE REPORTS

Ordinance Comittee RCport relative to
the proposed amendments to the Street
Performers Ordinance.

In City Council,

june I, 1992
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i Cambridge Arts Council0

57 lnman Street Cambhdge MA C2139 "(617) 3494380

,
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.PEOPLE !'!XO !!ERE NOTIFIED OF 0RDIHAI.!CE COMITTEE lfEETI1'IC GF "
,

JUEE 22, 1992

Fevin Creme (Ccmplainant) ' '
Ron Kalnan ( Ccmplainaut)

i'j4 1io"ant Aubarn Street 1200 Kassaehusetts Avenue
,

?.0. 2ox 1030 . Catnbriage 02138
Cainbriage 02i38

,

'

,
I

I(im Terroyusk (Complainant) : '
Dr. Lawrence HaUman (CompZainant)",

liotto ij!l7 Brattle Street
"

17. Erattle Stret?t .

.
Cambridge 021 3·S

.
'

Cambridge 02138 '

:!an mna;cj "

Ezra' Sir,is (Co:iplainant) "

60 Pleasant Street #3
,

116E !·'assach.u3etts 1!venue
Cambridge 02139

" CambrS(ige O2138. -

Roberta Cr"uminie (Conplainant) Holy Cyyjs3 Erneriian Church (Corn;ji.)
Thrae Coneo'ra AvEnut? 100 :·jo'mt Aubjrn Street
Cambridge 02138 ', PA. Box 15

Camijri©e 02133

Eiizabeth A.C."Smith (Compiainant) :'ir. .Lynn E. Cnase (CcmplaZnant)
Three Concord Avenue ExecutiNe 'Viez ?resident
Cambri(ji: E 02i3?,

.
,

.

" Cimbridge Savings Eank
1374 llassachusetts Avenue .

Cambridge 02238-02O6

FrearZck SfjCttS (Complainant) - Dr. Lillian G'"eeley (Complainant)
Three Concord Aveme lj University lbad #ilj5
Cambri(jCe C2138 Cambri(j%e 0213!>5723

'idwarci T.i-i. Tsoi (Complainant) Kimball jones- (Complainant)
Tsoi/':o',jus :, Associates

"

One !jaterhous? Street IF
50 CharcP, 'Street Cemibriciqe 02138 '

P, 0. Ben: 91 jLj
Ce!i.q|)ridSe C)2138 '

Kathleen 0. Van Co",rt1andt 'Ellict liaurie 1(amen-'(aye (Complainant)
(C9|[:plainant-)

.

One 'sk:terhouse Street 55
.

One Ikterhouse Street #25 ' ." Cambrjdge C)2138

Cam'or±cije 02138 .

' '

-
k

3ir;y illbright (Forutc llemLer) - Harvty Smith
Legal Department ' ' (Forum lktnber & Perfbrtc"r)
City Hdll .

.' Associatiom for Street Per7ormance
Cambridge 021 39 ' P,0. Eox 2107 ·

' ' Cambridge 02138

.

Eliza Collins · John Constable · Arawana Hayashl · W//I/eiH///s · ONeal/ngram · Donna Lassiter · NOrmanMelva'
'

A/tafMu//a · Penny Outlaw · George Turnbull · Karen Vaughan · David Vickery '
Annabelle HCbert, Executive Director · '

Roy-Alan Hansen, Deputy Executive Directo'
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Sally Alcorn (Fcrum iiernber) Richard Scali (Forum Fkmber) .

:'1arvara Square Easiness Assoc. License Commission, Lc'mbarcii Milciing
i8 Irattle Street 831 Ilassachusetts Avenue
Ca|.]briag€ CM38 Cambridge 02139

Catherine A. E+rry (Forum l'kmber) Altx Rodriguez (Forum llember)
T'jr[lbleweed Licenee Commission, Lombarai ELilainG
% Lcunt A'ah'arn Street 83i Xasachusetts Avenue
Cambriage 02138 Cambr±(jbe 02139

Hazel Geary (Tor'ai,( "k'nber) Dav id Lolzman
T"umblew+eci (Forum f'kmber ?: Performer)
gq :·!c)unt /\abiarn StiYCt Ass«dation for Street Performance .

Cembridje 02133 35 Cottage Street
'.-:aterto!fm 02172

Cynthiz Frude (9orui,i 1kmb+r) :'>ri1yn Sandau
':!oo1cott & Co. (Forim liember and Performer)
99 Eo'ant Auhurn Street 25 ilammona Street 1/5

Cambri<e O2i38 Caribridge 02i38

Vince Dixon (Forum tiember) flare lkalich (Forum Eember)
Cai:]bria66e Discovery Law Offices of flare Recilich
227 Rarvara Street 1/64 1000 Xassachusetts Aven"ae
Cambriaje O213S Cambridge O2138 a

.

Like Ecllahon (Forum Eew.ber) David Kistler (Forum l:embey)
Cambriage Police Mpartment Legal Department
%1 |;assachasetts Avenue City Zall
Cambriage C)2139 ca|,]bri(jee O2f39

Lt . James Zallice (Forum lkrnber) :]ana Zaritoni
Cambridge ?olice Department (Forum Xem'oer 2¢ P+rformer)
5 !'!c?stern Avenue Association for Street ?erforuance
Catnbri(jl{e 0213? 10 l'-faCazine Street

Cat!lbri(jse 02139

Daryl Janes john Friscone (Forum l-lember)
(Foruui ikrnber C,Ccmp1air.ant) Vice President
50.1 JFX Street Cambridge Saving Bank
Caribridge O2i3(j 137Ll ?'1aasachusetts Avenue

Cambridge 02238-0206
.

a

Xevin Mci"amara Peter Rattigan (Forum ?·IenbGr)
(Forum :"kmlj+r ?, Performer) Assistant Vice President
Strtet Artists' Guila Cambridge Savings Eank

4i7 Sor,ierville Avenae #2 137Ll :1assachusetts Avtimue
Cambridge 02143 Cambridjt 02238-0206

2
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Eeci Land in Stephen 3airci
(Foruni lier.iber & Performer) (Fcrum Ftmber ?< Ptrformer)
Assoc. for Street Performaace Street Artists' Guild
67 Prescott Street 417 Somerville Avenue 1'2

jeciford 02155 Camtmidge 02143

JacAth I'eman (Complainant) Shelcicn Cohen
Resource Planning Associates !!inthrop Park Trust Inc.
50 Church Street P 0 3ox 1517
Cambridge O213.? Cambridge 02138

.
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OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CITY HALL, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139

(617) 349-4260

June 8, 1992

TO: ROY-ALAN HANSEN, DEPUTY DIRECTOR
ARTS COUNCIL

FROM: D. MARGARET DRURY
TEMFURARY CITY CLERK

SUBjECT: REVISED COMMITTEE ON ORDINANCES HEARING NOTICE

Please be advised that Councillor Alice K. Wolf, Chair of the City Council Committee
on Ordinances, has scheduled another public hearing for Monday, June 22, 1992 at 7:00 P. M.
in the Sullivan Chamber.

The purpose of this hearing is to discuss a proposed amendment to the Municipal Code
of the City of Cambridge to exclude Winthrop Park, Brattle Square Triangle and the Cambridge
Common from the Street Performers Ordinances and a proposed amendment to add a procedure
to measure decibels inside a residential building upon a complaint by a residents.

Per my telephone conversation with your office today, Iwould appreciate it if you would
once again notify the appropriate individuals regarding this hearing.

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter and if you need any help in this matter
please do not hesitate to contact me.
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OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CITY HALL, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139

(617) 349-4260

June 8, 1992

Mr. Daryl Janes

50A J.F.K. Street
Cambridge, MA 02138

Dear Mr. Janes:

Please be advised that Councillor Alice K. Wolf, Chair of the City Council Committee
on Ordinances, has scheduled another public hearing for Monday, June 22, 1992 at 7:00 P. M.
in the Sullivan Chamber, 795 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, Massachusetts.

The revised purpose of this hearing is to discuss a proposed amendment to the Municipal
Code of the City of Cambridge to exclude Winthrop Park, Brattle Square Triangle and the
Cambridge Common from the Street Performers Ordinances and a proposed amendment to
add a procedure to measure decibels inside a residential building upon a complaint by a
residents.

,

You are invited to attend this hearing and be heard.

Your kind attention in this matter will be greatly appreciated.

Very truly yours,

D. Margaret Drury
Temporary City Clerk

DMD/dl
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OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CITY HALL, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139

(617) 349-4260

June 8, 1992

Ms. Sue Kuelzer
19 Copley Street
Cambridge, MA 02138

Dear Ms. Kuelzer:

Please be advised that Cojncillor Alice K. Wolf, Chair of the City Council Committee
on Ordinances, has scheduled another public hearing for Monday, June 22, 1992 at 7:00 P. M.
in the Sullivan Chamber, 795 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, Massachusetts.

The revYed purpose of this hearing is to discuss a proposed amendment to the Municipal
Code of the City of Cambridge to exclude Winthrop Park, Brattle Square Triangle and the
Cambridge Common from the Sueet Performers Ordinances and a proposed amendment to
add a procedure to measure decibels inside a residential building upon a complaint by a
residents.

--
You are invited to attend this hearing and be heard.

Your kind attention in this rUtter will be greatly appreciated.

Very truly yours,

D. Margaret Drury
Temporary City Clerk

DMD/dl



- ·
,ftS

:,.
'

A ·:."";'·J
%NE

OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CITY HALL, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139

(617) 349-4260 "

June 8, 1992

Mr. Sheldon Cohen
Winthrop Park Trust, Inc.
P. O. Box 1517

Cambridge, MA 02138

Dear Mr. Cohen:

Please be advised that Councillor Alice K. Wolf, Chair of the City Council Committee

on Ordinances, has scheduled another public hearing for Monday, June 22, 1992 at 7:00 P. M.
in the Sullivan Chamber, 795 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, Massachusetts.

The purpose of this hearing is to discuss a proposed amendment to the Municipal Code
of the City of Cambridge to exclude Winthrop Park, Brattle Square Triangle and the Cambridge
Common from the Street Performers Ordinances and a proposed amendment to add a procedure
to measure decibels inside a residential building upon a complaint by a residents.

Per your request I have enclosed a copy of the proposed text of this ordinance for your
information.

.
You are invited to attend this hearing and be heard.

Your kind attention in this matter will be greatly appreciated.

Very truly yours,

D. Margaret Drury
Temporary City Clerk

DMD/dl

Enc. First Publication No. 2590.



FIRST PUBLICATION NO. 2590.

jj! 'Eitp of CCaniiiribge

' In the Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred Ninety Two

ANORDINANCE

In amendment to an ordinance entitledthe"Camkridge Municipal
.· ;--'·-.· Code "
' - -- - ·---

.

Be it ordainedby the City Councilof the City of Cambridge as
/o/low;:

'-I-m"
· ' · . "'

Section 12.16.170 of the Code (Street per£o]nners) is hereby

·. -.€.

=' . amended as follows:
.....' ""

"':

';
·

1. ParagraphE. (Permittedperformances), subparagraph 3. is

amended to read as follows:

No performer or group of performers may generate noise ·

exceedingamedian sound level of 80 decibels measured at
a distance of 25 feet from the p'erformer or group of
performers. A performer or group·of performers may use

sound amplification as long as this sound level is not
exceeded. Upon a complaint by a resident, a designated

·staff person from the Cambridge Arts Council shall, with
the permission of the resident, measure the sound level
inside the residential dwelling. If the sound level
exceeds a median sound level of 50 decibels, and exceeds

the background noise by at least 10 dB(A), the performer

or group of performers causing the excessive sound level
shall either turn down the music or move to a distance
from the residence so as to reduce the soUnd level within
these limitations. Background noise for this purpose

shall mean Lpq·

P

0

.

.
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That Section 12.16.170 entitled "Street Performer" in Paragraph F (I) be and hereby is

amended by adding at the end thereof the following:

Unaccompanied drummers and groups of unaccompanied drummers are hereby forbidden

.- to perform or play on drums in the following public areas: .

?--;:
·, Winthrop Park

Brattle Square Triangle

Cambrid,ge Common

Passed to a second reading at the City Council meeting held on June 1, 1992

and on or after june 15, 1992 the question comes on passing to be ordained.

'u-
ATTEST:

-
John E. Flynn

Deputy city Clerk
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IN CITY COUNCIL

April 13, 1992

COUNCILLORRUSSELL
COUNCILLORSULLIVAN
VICE MAYOR CYR
COUNCILLORWALSH

ORDERED: That the City Council consider adding Winthrop Park to the areas of Harvard
Square which would exclude street performers as per process outlined in the
Cambridge City Ordinance 12.16.170, Section F, Sub-section 1.

REFERRED TO THE ORDINANCE COMMITTEE AND WORKING
GROUP FOR HEARING
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OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CITY HALL, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139

(617) 349-4260

June ll, 1992

To all persons interested in the Street Performers Ordinance:

Please be advised that Councillor Alice K. Wolf, Chair of the City Council Committee on
Ordinances has scheduled a public hearing for Monday, June 22, 1992 at 7:00 P.M. in the
Sullivan Chamber.

The purpose of this hearing is to discuss three proposed amendments to the Street performers
Ordinance, 12.16.170 of the Municipal Code:

1. A proposed amendment to exclude Winthrop Park from all performances:

2. A proposed amendment to exclude unaccompanied drummersand groups
of unaccompanied drummers from performing in Winthrop Patk, Braattle

Square Triangle and Cambridge Common;

3. A proposed amendment to reduce the distance for measure of decibels and
to change the procedure to measure decibels inside a residential building
upon a complaint by a resident.

A copy of the text of the proposed amendments numbered 2 and 3 above is enclosed with this
notice for distribution to all who receive this notice.

Please notify individuals who may be interested in this matter of this hearing.

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter, and if you need any help in this matter, please
do not hesitate to contact me.

g9. »'e'p^ k9^7
D. Margaret Drury
Temporary City Clerk

DMD/dl

Enc. (I)
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' Inthe Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred Ninety Two

'

ANORDINANCE

In amendment to an ordinance entitled the"Cambridge Municipal

Code"
.".= · ...' -" -

.

Beitordainedbythe City Councilof the CitY of Cambr/dge as
lollow;:

:.-: section 12.16.170 of the Code (Street pertormers) is hereby

amended as follows:

1. ParagraphE. (Permittedperformances), subparagraph 3. is

amended to read as follows:

No performer or group of performers may generate noise ·

exceeding a median sound level of 80 decibels measured at

a distance of 25 feet from the performer or group of

performers. A performer or group·of performers may use

sound amplification as long as this sound leve: is not

exceeded. Upon a complaint by a resident, a designated

·staff person from the Cambridge Arts Council shall, with

the permission of the resident, measure the sound level
inside the residential dwelling. If the sound level
exceeds a median sound level of 50 decibels, and exceeds

the background noise by at least 10 dB(A), the performer

or group of performers causing the excessive sound level

shall either turn down the music or move to a distance

from the residence so as to reduce the soUnd
:

evel within
these limitations. Background noise for this purpose

shall mean jj90·

0
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That Section 12.16.170 entitled "Street Performer" in Paragraph F (I) be and hereby is

amended by adding at the end thereof the following:

Unaccompanied drummers and groups of unaccompanied drummersare hereby forbidden

to perform or play on drums in the following public areas: .

'"- Winthrop Park

Brattle Square Triangle

Cambrid,ge Common

Passed to a second reading at the City Council meeting held on j'ine I, 1992

and on or after june 15, 1992 the question comes on passing to be ordained.

"""" ATTEST:

-
john E. Flynn

Deputy city Clerk
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PUBLIC HEARING

The Cambridge City Council will conduct a public hearing on Monday, June 22, 1992

at
7:

00 P. M. in the Sullivan Chamber, City Hall, Cambridge, Massachusetts.

The purpose of this hearing is to discuss a proposed amendment to the Municipal Cede

of the City of Cambridge to exclude Winthrop Park, Brattle Square Triangle and the

Cambridge Common from the Street Performers Ordinance.

All interested persons are requested to attend at this time and be heard.

.

By Order of the City Council,

John E. Flynn
Deputy City Clerk

./auu=j- -
f)u-e €/7&L

b/4/x'- µ4Lµjtb Cl~j) &jc"
. ? -
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PUBLIC HEARING

The Cambridge City Council will conduct a public hearing on Monday, June 22, 1992

at
7:

00 P. M. in the Sullivan Chamber, City Hall, Cambridge, Massachusetts.

The purpose of this hearing is to discuss a proposed amendment to the Municipal Code

of the City of Cambridge to exclude Winthrop Park, Brattle Square Triangle and the

Cambridge Common from the Street Performers Ordinance.

All interested persons are requested to attend at this time and be heard.

.

By Order of the City Council,

John E. Flynn
Deputy City Clerk

?
·.
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PUBLIC HEARING

The Cambridge City Council will conduct a public hearing on Monday, June 22, 1992

at 7:00 P. M. in the Sullivan Chamber, City Hall, Cambridge, Massachusetts.

The purpose of this hearing is to discuss a proposed amendment to the Municipal Code

of the City of Cambridge to exclude Winthrop Park, Brattle Square Triangle and the

Cambridge Common from the Street Performers Ordinance.

All interested persons are requested to attend at this time and be heard.

By Order of the City Council,

John E. Flynn
Deputy City Clerk

· ) -. .C

r
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CAHBRHJGE HA.
3 Cancord Avenue
Cambridge, Massachusetts
june 15, 1992

Dear Ms. Wolf ,

Unfortunately I shall be out of the country on june 22 and
therefore unable to attend the public hearing on the street
performers ordinance. One of the reasons I leave Carribridge in
the simmers is because of the noise--the bango drums--in the
Carribridge Cannon, though there has bem alimst no probl«n so far
this sumer.

The Canbridge Camion is as successful a public park as I
know anywhere. It is attractive, well n'aintained and available
for a variety of activities for persons of all ages. A certain
amount of noise in a park of this sort is inevitable. But the
noise of the bango drurm because of its penetration and the
distance it carries, is unbearable. It is also inescapable for

.P those who live near the cannon. Closing windows, playing a radio
or wearing ear plugs does not obscure the sound.

Cansequently I appeal to the Cambridge authorities to
prohibit the playing of bongo drurs in the Cannon and other
residmtial areas.

Yours sincerely,

rL4T
Frederic Spotts
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Consent Com. # g

Com. from Frederic Spotts, 3 Concord
.

Avenue, regarding the Street Performers
Qrdinance.

In City Council,

june 22, 1992

4?4u4= 1b 4&-
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In the Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred Ninety Two

«

.

AN ORDINANCE
In amendment to an ordinance designated as the "Cambridge

Municipal Code"

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Cambridge as follows:

section 12 . 16. 170 (street perforMers) is hereby amended by

adding the following sentence to subsection E. 2:

"No performer or group of performers shalj remain in a

location for longer than two hours".

ORD#3\STRTPERF\S1216170.E2

t

V



8ample Models 8howing the Ease with Which the city, Throughthe Arts Council, can Afford to Hire an Individual to Administer
' the provisiorls of the 8treet Performance Ordinance

5 Month Minimal Expenditure Plan:
Time Frame: May 1 through September 30Days Per Week: 2

Fri. and Sat. - peak playing days,from 7-11p.m.Total Hours: Weekly: 8

Monthly: 32
Total over 5 mo.: 160

Total Expenditures: Weekly: $56.00 (based on salary of $7hr)Monthly: $225.00
Total over 5 mo.: $1,120

Total Monies Left over after Expenditure: $10,OCO*

- 1,120
S 8,8805 Moxith Medium Expenditure Plan: n

Time Frame: May 1 through September 30Days Per Week: 4

Wed. - Sat. -- heaviest playing daysfrom 8-11p.m.
Total Hours: Weekly: 12

Monthly: 48
Total over 5 mo.: 240..

Total Expenditures: Weekly: $84 (based on salary of $7hr),Monthly: $336.00
Total over 5 mo.: $¢1p680

Total Monies Left Over after Expenditure: $10,000*
- 1,680

$ 8,3205 Month Random Exposure Plan:
Identical to either of the above, except that hoursand times are random and not predictable. Gives the
ordinance administrator more job flexibility.while

'

providing generally the same level of enforcement ofthe ordinance, as the unpredictability of this indi-vidual's presence in the Square will tend to keepperformers' behavior in check at all times.
*Annua1 Arts Council earnings from street performers'fees, based on 1991 figures.
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. . A proposed 'amendment to .exckjde,al1 urUAccompanied drultunerg and
groups of unacccmpahied druiumers .from performing 13 wintljrop 'Park)

..,Brattle Square Trumgle and CambriAge Commpn;
.= V

. , . . . , b. '
'r

3. A proposed amendment to reduce the distance foE mea6ure of
decibels and to change the procedure to meal3ure decibels inside a

reUdential building upcm a complaint by a resident: · ' ' ·

We are ca"lling OIl:
'

our frjends and the Community to sign this
petition and attend the", public hearing Get for Monday, jtme 22,
1992 at 7 :00 pm in the Sullivan Chamber.

t

**********************************************************±******
DrummerS and friends Qt the orumining community are united in

Opposing the proposed ban on performances' at WinthroF Park as well
a6 the exclusion of unaccompanied drummers from the E3rattle Street
Triangle, Winthrop park 'and the Cambridge Corrunon. It is our belief
that the pro?osed Amendments Nos .

1 & 2 are too harsh and

discriminatory against drunimCrs .

we ask that these musicians be treated and recognized as
Street Performers in compliance with the Street Performers
Ordinance 12,16.170 of the Municioal code and that their rights to
express themselves and communicate their idea6 through the medium
of music be protected under the First Amendment cit the United
States Con6titution.
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/
8ample Models 8howing the Ease with Which the city, Throughthe xrts council, can Afford to Hire an Individual to Mministerthe provision3 of the 8treet Performance Ordinance

5 Month Minimal Expenditure Plan:
Time Frame: May 1 through September 30Days Per Week: 2

Fri. and Sat. - peak playing days,from 7-11p.m.Total Hours: Weekly: 8

Monthly: 32
Total over 5 mo.: 160

Total Expenditures: Weekly: $56.00 (based on salary of $7hr)Monthly: $225.00
Total over 5 mo.: $1,120

Total Monies Left over after Expenditure: $10,000*
- 1,120

$ 8,8805 Month Medium Expenditure plan: n

Time Frame: May 1 through September 30Days Per Week: 4

wed. - Sat. -- heaviest playing daysfrom 8-11p.m.
Total Hours: weekly: 12

Monthly: 48
Total over 5 mo.: 240..

Total Expenditures: Weekly: $84 (based on salary of $7hr).Monthly: $336.00
Total over 5 mo.: $Qlp680

Total Monies Left Over after Expenditure: $10,000*
- 1,680

$ 8,3205 Month Random Exposure plan:
Mentical to either of the above, except that hoursand times are random and not predictable. Gives theordinance administrator more job flexibility. while'providing generally the same level of enforcement ofthe ordinance, as the unpredict"abi1ity of this indi-vidual's presence in the Square will tend to keepperformers' behavior in check at all times.

*Annua1 Arts council earnings from street performers"fees, based on 1991 figures.



AstreetARTISTS'
GUILD P.O. Box570, Cambridge, MA 02238 617/522-3407

Executive Director
StephenBaird April 25, 1992

::=::=,r City Councilor Jonathan Myers
Guild Cambridge City Council

Board of Directo,s
Cambridge City Hall
795 Massachusetts Ave.

President
Cornell Coley

Cambridge, MA 02139

Producer, Dancer,
and Arts Manager Dear Councilor Myers:
Dance & Drum

Secretary Ireceived a telephone call late on Friday by Ms. Sally Alcom from the Harvard Square
Alice Kane

. . . .
Boston Public Business Associationconcerning some loud street performances. There were some com-
Librarian and Coffee- plaints about two performing groups by the businesses. Nothing was done because there
house Assoc. of New was no sound meter.
England

t""'"" We are now facing the third year of no enforcement of the sound levels despite repeated
Steve Jerrett

,
PresidmlCoffeehou,, assurances by the police departinent and arts council that a decibel meter would be on-hand
Assoc. of New England in Harvard Square. This is unacceptable. Iwas told a second meter was purchased by the

Membership police department and would be kept in Harvard Square.
David Neiman
Performing Artis' There is no reason the arts council's decibel meter should not be left with the police in
Janice Allen the Square if the arts council staffis not going to be available. Ido not understand why
Artisl Teacherand

. .
Choral Directo, only one person at the arts council has been trained and has access to the meter.

' Jorge Arce
Humano Cultural I hope you can ascertain if the police depaiunent has bought another meter and if so
Program why it is not being used. If there is not a second meter available, Ihope the City Council
Marianne Donnelly will instruct the Cambridge Arts Council to train additional staff members to use the meter
Performing Artist and to leave the meter with the police in Harvard Square when the Arts Council staff is not
CambridgeEarth Day available.

' BarbaraHerson
Eaidhtunes

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.
Billie Hockett
Robin Blecher
Memorial Fund Sincerely,

.
Marta Greedier

,o=w,m At "4?—^/
Consultant Stephen Baird
PatriciaMonteith Street Artists Guild
General Manager

wumb
cc: Harvard Scjuare Business Association

Richard Reinert
Director, Nashua

Center for the Arts

Smdy Sheehan
I

Smdy's Music

a program of the Folk Arts Network, line., a tax-exempt, nonprofitorganization
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April 22, 1992

P

Councilor Alice K. Wolf
Chair, Ordinance Committee

City Hall
Cambridge, MA 02139

Dear Councilor Wolf:
a

.
.

Over the past few months, the Street Performance Task Force, organized
by the Ordinance Committee of the City Council, has been meeting o.n a

regular basis to discuss issues dealing with the structure and enforce-

ment of the Street Performance Ordinance. Following is a summary of ·

recommendatior.s which have been made by this task force. We feel that

it would be advantageous if these matters could be brotght before the

Ordinance, Committee for public hearing at the earliest possible time. so

as to permit implementation prior to the height of the summer season.

With regard to the decibel level--the Eorum agrees unanimously that
changing the distance for taking readings from 50 to 25 feet would

effectively lower the sound "level, making it unnecessary to lower the

decibel level itself . The majority, particularly the performers, would

not like to see the decibel level lowered as well. As you can see from

the readi:igs taken by the Arts Council and the License Cowmission in
Harvard Square (see enclosed) , almost all performers would be in viola-
tion of the Ordinance if the legal decibel level was set at 70.

With regard co the previous suggestion that unaccompanied drums be re-
stricted to a decibel level of SO--the forum feels that this would be

an unworkable
s:

ilution since it would be impossible to measure drums at

that level as the ambient sound level in Harvard Square is approximately
70 decibels. The forum has suggested an alternative solution which is
that unaccompanied drummers or groups of unaccompanied drummers be

restricted
fr:

:m playing in those areas which have a histo:y of complaints--

specifically, Winthrop Park, Brattle Square Triangle, and the Cambridge

Common. The members of the forum feel that banning all music performances

from those areas would be an extreme action until after we have implemented

these other solutions.
.

With regard to Section E, Paragraph 3, with reference to taking decibel

readings from inside a residential dwelling (upon receipt of a complaint)--
the forum would suggest lowering the allowable median sound leve: from 60

to 50 decibels.

Eliza Coi/ins · john Constob/e · Arawcmo Hoyoshi · willie Hills · O"Nea/Ingram · Donna Lassiter · Norman Mcwer

A/to/ Mulla · Penny Outlaw · George Turnbu/l · Koren Vaughan · David Vickery

Annabel/e HCbert.Executive Director
m A t ~ r
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This forum resµctfu1ly requests that its recommendations to the Ordinance
Committee be considered in further drafts for revision CZ tie Street
Performance Ordinance.

'

Sincerely,
a

Street Performance Task Force .

%

.
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P

+

P

.

enclosures
a

Report on decibel readings taken in Harvard Square

r"Report on the monitoring of drums

RCprint of article on noise from Time magazine

cc Robert TL Healy, City Manager
Joseph Connarton, City Clerk

a

a
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PETITION IN SUPPORT OF
STREET PERFORMERS IN HARVARD SQUARE

Ozain Artists in Support of Human Rights (OASHR) is joining a
campaign to lobby the Cambridge City Council on Ordinances to
reject the following three proposed amendments with regards to the
Street Performers Ordinance 12 .16.170 of the Municipa: code:

1. A proposed amendment to exclude winthrop Park f rom all
performances;

2
. A proposed amendment to exclude all unaccompanied drummers and

groups of unaccompanied drummers from performing in Winthrop Park,
Brattle Square Triangle and Cambridge Common;

3
. A proposed amendment to reduce the distance for measure of

decibels and to change the procedure to measure decibels inside a
residential building upon a complaint by a resident.

We are calling on our friends and the Community to sigR this
petition and attend the public hearing set for Monday, june 22,
1992 at 7:00 pm in the Sullivan Chamber.

*****************************************************************
Drummers and friends of the Drumming community are united in

opposing the proposed ba:i on performances at winthrop Park as well
as the exclusion of unaccompanied drummers from the Brattle Street
Triangle, Winthrop Park and the Cambridge Common. It is our telief
that the proposed Amer-dments Nos .

1 & 2 are too harsh and
discriminatory against drummers .

We ask that these musicians be treated and recognizM as
Street Performers in compliance with the Street Perfcrmers
Ordinance 12 .16.170 of tAe Municipal code and that their rights to
express themselves and communicate their ideas through the wedium
of music be protected ".inder the First Amendment of the United
States Cons it tion. "^\
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PETITION IN SUPPORT OF
STREET PERFORMERS IN HARVARD SQUARE

Ozain Artists in Support of Human Rights (OASHR) is joir,ing a
campaign to lobby the Cambridge City Council on Ordinances to
reject the following three proposed amendments with regards to the
Street Performers Ordinance 12.16.170 of the Municipal code:

I. A proposed amendment to exclude Winthrop park from all
performances;

2. Aproposed amendment to exclude all unacccmpanied drummers and
groups of unaccompanied drummers from performing in Winthrop Park,
Brattle Square Triangle and Cambridge Common;

3. A proposed amendment to reduce the distance for measure of
decibels and to change the procedure to measure decibels inside a
residential building upon a complaint by a resident.

We are calling on our friends and the Community to sigE this
petition and attend the public hearing set for Monday, june 22,
1992 at 7:00 pm in the Sullivan Chamber.

*****************************************************************
Drummers and friends of the Drumming community are united in

opposing the proposed ban on performances at Winthrop Park as well
as the exclusion of unaccompanied drummers from the Brattle Street
Triangle, Winthrop Park and the Cambridge Common. It is ourbelief
that the proposed Amendments Nos. 1 & 2 are too hars?i and
discriminatory against drummers.

We ask that these musicians be treated and recognized as
Street Performers in compliance with the Street Performers
Ordinance 12.16.170 of the Municipal code and that their rights to
express themselves and communicate their ideas through the medium
of music be protected under the First Amendment of the United
States Constitution.
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PETITION IN SUPPORT OF
STREET PERFORMERS IN HARVARD SQUARE

Ozain Artists in Support of Human Rights (OASHR) is jolting a
campaign to lobby the Cambridge City Council on Ordinances to
reject the following three proposed amendments with regards to the
Street Performers Ordinance 12.16.170 of the Municipal code:

1. A proposed amewiment to exclude Winthrop Park fron all
performances;

2. . Aproposed amendment to exclude all unaccompanied drummers and
groups of unaccompanied drummers from performing in Winthrop Park,
Brattle Square Triangle and Cambridge Common;

3. A proposed amendment to reduce the distance for measure of
decibels and to change the procedure to measure decibels inside a
residential building upon a complaint by a resident.

We are calling on our friends and the Community to sigL this
petition and attend the public hearing set for Monday, june 22,
1992 at 7:00 pm in the Sullivan Chamber.

*****************************************************************
Drummers and friends of the Drumming community are united in

opposing the proposed ban on performances at Winthrop Park as well
as the exclusion of unaccompanied drummers from the Brattle Street
Triangle, Winthrop Park and the Cambridge Common. It is our belief
that the proposed Amer.dments Nos. I & 2 are too harsh and
discriminatory against drummers.

We ask that these musicians be treated and recognized as
Street Performers in compliance with the Street Performers
Ordinance 12.16.170 of tne Municipal code and that their rights to
express themselves and communicate their ideas through the medium
of music be protected tinder the First Amendment of the United
States Constitution.
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PETITION IN SUPPORT OF
STREET PERFORMERS IN HARVARD SQUARE

Ozain Artists in SIrjport of Human Rights (OASHR) is joir,ing a
campaign to lobby the Zalnbridge City Council on Ordinances to
reject the following thrtze proposed amendments with regards to the
Street Performers Ordinance 12.16.170 of the Municipal code:

1. a proposed amendment to exclude Winthrop Park from all
performances;

2. Aproposed amendmen: to exclude all unaccompanied drummers and
groups of unaccompanied drummers from performing in Winthrop Park,
Brattle Square Triangle and Cambridge Common;

3. A proposed amendment to reduce the distance for measure of
decibels and to change the procedure to measure decibels inside a
residential building upcn a complaint by a resident.

We are calling on cur friends and the Community to sigri this
petition and attend the public hearing set for Monday, june 22,
1992 at 7:00 pm in the Sullivan Chamber.

************************************************************·*****
Drummers and friencis of the Drumming community are united in

opposing the proposed ban on performances at Winthrop Park as well
as the exclusion of unaccompanied drummers from the Brattle Street
Triangle, Winthrop Park and the Cambridge Common. It s ourbelief
that the proposed Amer.dments Nos. 1 & 2 are too hars:7 and
discriminatory against drummers.

we ask that these musicians be treated and recognized as
Street Performers in compliance with the Street Performers
Ordinance 12.16.170 of the Municipal code and that their rights to
express themselves and communicate their ideas through the nedium
of music be protected 'arider the First Amendment of the United
States Constitution.
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PETITION IN SUPPORT OF
STREET PERFORMERS IN HARVARD SQUARE

Ozain Artists in Support of Human Rights (OASHR) is joining a
campaign to lobby the Cambridge City Council on Ordinances to
reject the following three proposed amendments with regards zo the
Street Performers Ordincnce 12.16.170 of the Municipal code:

I. A proposed amendmmit to exclude Winthrop Park f ro:n all
performances;

2 . A proposed amendment to exclude all unaccompanied drummers and
groups of unaccompanied drummers from performing in Winthrop Park,
Brattle Square Triangle and Cambridge Common;

3
. A proposed amendment to reduce the distance for measure of

decibels and to change the procedure to measure decibels inside a
residential building upon a complaint by a resident.

We are calling on our friends and the Community to sign this
petition and attend the public hearing set for Monday, jur.e 22,
1992 at 7:00 pm in the Sullivan Chamber.

***********************************************************X*****
Drummers and friends of the Drumming community are unized in

opposing the proposed ban on performances at Winthrop Park a3 well
as the exclusion of unaccompanied drummers from the Brattle Street
Triangle, Winthrop Park and the Cambridge Common. It is our belief
that the proposed Amendments Nos .

1 & 2 are too harsh and
discriminatory against drummers .

We ask that these musicians be treated and recognized as
Street Performers in compliance with the Street Performers
Ordinance 12.16.170 of the Municipal code and that their rights to
express themselves and communicate their ideas through the medium
of music be protected under the First Amendment of the United
States Constitution.
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PETITION IN SUPPORT OF
STREET PERFORMERS IN HARVARD SQUARE

Ozain Artists in Su3port of Human Rights (OASHR) is joirAng a
campaign to lobby the jambridge City Council on Ordinances to
reject the following three proposed amendments with regards to the
Street Performers Ordinance 12.16.170 of the Municipal code:

1. A proposed amendment to exclude Winthrop Park fron all
performances;

2
. A proposed amendment to exclude all unaccompanied drummers and

groups of unaccompanied drummers from performing in Winthrop Park,
Brattle Square Triangle and Cambridge Common;

3
. A proposed amendment to reduce the distance for measure of

decibels and to change the procedure to measure decibels in£ide a
residential building upon a complaint by a resident.

We are calling on cur friends and the Community to sigr\ this
petition and attend the public hearing set for Monday, june 22,
1992 at 7:00 pm in the Sullivan Chamber.

*****************************************************************
Drummers and friends of the Drumming community are united in

opposing the proposed baa on performances at Winthrop Park as well
as the exclusion of unaccompanied drummers from the Brattle Street
Triangle, Winthrop Park and the Cambridge Common. It is our belief
that the proposed Amer.dments Nos .

1 & 2 are too harsi and
discriminatory against drummers .

We ask that these musicians be treated and recognized as
Street Performers in compliance with the Street Performers
Ordinance 12.16.170 of tne Municipal code and that their rights to
express themselves and communicate their ideas through the medium
of music be protected tinder the First Amendment of the United
states Constitution.
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PETITION IN SUPPORT OF
STREET PERFORMERS IN HARVARD SQUARE

Ozain Artists in Su:)port of Human Rights (OASHR) is joining a
campaign to lobby the fambridge City Council on Ordinances to
reject the following three proposed amendments with regards to the
Street Performers Ordinance 12.16.170 of the Municipal code:

I. A proposed amendment to exclude Winthrop Park from allperformances;

2. A proposed amendmenz to exclude all unaccompanied drummers and
groups of unaccompanied lrummers from performing in Winthrop Park,
Brattle Square Triangle and Cambridge Common;

3. A proposed amendment to reduce the distance for measure of
decibels and to change the procedure to measure decibels inside a
residential building upon a complaint by a resident.

We are calling on cur friends and the Community to sign this
petition and attend the public hearing set for Monday, juEe 22,
1992 at 7:00 pm in the Sullivan Chamber.

*****************************************************************
Drummers and friencs of the Drumming community are united in

opposing the proposed ban on performances at Winthrop Park as well
as the exclusion of unacFompanied drummers from the Brattle Street
Triangle, Winthrop Park and the Cambridge Common. It is ourbelief
that the proposed Amendments Nos. 1 & 2 are too harsn and
discriminatory against crummers.

We ask that these musicians be treated and recognized as
Street Performers in compliance with the Street Performers
Ordinance 12.16.170 of the Municipal code and that their riglits to
express themselves and communicate their ideas through the medium
of music be protected under the First Amendment of the United
States Constitution.
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PETITION IN SUPPORT OF
STREET PERFORMERS IN HARVARD SQUARE

The City Council Committee on Ordinances has scheduled a
public hearing for Monday, june 22, 1992 at 7:00 pm in the Sullivan
Chamber to discuss the following proposed amendments to the Street
performers Ordinance, 12.16.170 of the municipal code:

1. A proposed amendment to exclude Winthrop Park from all
performances;

2
. A proposed amendment to exclude all unaccompanied drummers and

groups of unaccompanied drummers from performing in Winthrop Park,
Brattle Square Triangle and Cambridge Common;

3
. A proposed amendment to reduce the distance for mea£ure of

decibels and to change the procedure to measure decibels inside a
residential building upcn a complaint by a resident.

The above-proposed amendments , put forward and supported by
the Street performance Task Force and the Cambridge Arts Council,
impose unreasonable and unjustified restrictions on the rights of
Street Performers to express themselves and communicate their ideas
through the medium of music, both of which are protected under the
First Amendment of the Constitution of the United States.

We ask that these Street Performers' First Amendment Rights be

protected and that the above-proposed amendments of the existing
Street Performers ordinance be rejected.
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<STREET
ARTISTS
GUILD P.O. Box 570, Cambridge, MA 02238 617/522.3407

Executive Director
Ste,henBaird April 22, 1992
Founder, Folk Arts .

NetwoM Street Artists'
Open Public Letter to

Guild Mr. Daryl Janes

Board of Dire,to,s
' 50A J.F.K. Street

Cambridge, MA 02138
Pr«ident
Comell Coley
Producer, Dancer, Dear Mr. Janes:

and Ans Manager
Dance & Drum

I was present at the Cambridge City Council when your letter was publisied and pfc-
Secretary sented for consideration. The City Council ordered the letter be sent to the working group

' =:= on street performance ordinance. I attend this group on a periodic basis, but Ido feel the

Librarian and Coffee- letter needs a public response.
house Assoc. of New
England

First, the Street Performance Ordinance has not been adequately enforced during its

t"""'" first two years of enactment. In fact, the tickets to enforce the noise levels were not even

=:':offeaouse
printed. (Justimagine what would happen ifthe City did not issue parking violations in

Assoc. of New England Harvard Square for two years.) There were only a few decibel meter readings in the

Membership Square most evenings and almost none after 8:00 pm during the first two years. This

David Neiman situation should change. Tickets have been printed and the police now have a decibel
Performing Ar'i" meter on-hand in Harvard Square. The Street Artists' Guild has been a strong advocate for
Janice Allen the enforcement of the ordinance for it hurts the majority of street artists, as well as the
Artist, Teacherand

. .

Choral Direcuor public when It is not enforced.

=,lw,1 Second, you stated in your letter that 80 decibels is louder than a train. That is false. I
Program live next to the Orange Line and have measured the trolly cars at an average of 86 decibels

Mmimne Donnelly and commuter trains at 92 decibels. Thousands of citizens and residents along every train
Performing Ajrtisl and trolly wack have to tolerate decibels levels exceeding 80 db from 6:00 am to 1:00 am,
CambridgeEarth Day

seven days a week, 365 days a year. I also live in the flight path of runway 28 of the
Barbara Herson airport (like many other residents) and the decibel levels exceed 70 db inside our residences
Euthiunes ·

some 20-30 days a year. Just a week ago the planes started at 7:00 am and did not stop till
Billie Hockeu 11:00 pm and a number of the planes exceeded 80 db inside my residence with the win-
Robin Blecher

. . .

Memorial Fund dows closed. I have also measured the noise levels in Harvard Square--construction

projects often exceed 100 db, trucks and busses exceed 90 db, cars exceed 80 db, Building
Marta Greedier

.
Community Ans ventilation fans and air conditioners exceed 70 db. The average background noise often

Consultant exceeds 80 db during the day and 70 db at night depending on the traffic pattern at the

PaMcia Monteith particular location in the Square (Winthrop Park background noise ofien exceeds these

GeneralManage' background sound level averages because of the cross traffic on Mt Auburn & JFK streets).
WUMB

Richard Reinen
Director, Nashua

Ceata for the Arts

Sandy Sheehan
'

Swdy's Music

a program of the Folk Arts Network, Inc., a tax-exempt, nonprofit organization



The sound level of 80 db allowed for street performances only matches the average background sound levels al-

ready createll By, tolerated and accepted by t:ie businesses,residents and community (to do otherwise would make the

First Amendmentinsignificant because people would not be heard above the background noise). If, as you suggested

activities that create sound levels exceeding 80 db can be banned than planes, trains, trucks, busses,, cars, many busi-

nesses and constructionprojects must be eliminatedbefore street performances. Most importantly, "to restrict .

Winthrop Park as off limits at any time to street musicians" is to suggest the First Amendment should be totally ignorec

in a public park where those rights have traditionally been exercised.

.

'"':'U->
tephen Baird

Street Artists Guild
n

cc: Cambridge City Council, Cambridge Arts Council, Harvard Square Business Association, Cambridge Chronicle.

,



PETITION IN SUPPORT OF
STREET pmoRMERs IN HARVARD SQUARE

The City Council Committee on Ordinances has scheduled a
public hearing for Monday, june 22, 1992 at 7:00 pm in the Sullivan
Chamber to discuss the following proposed amendments to the Street
Performers Ordinance, 12.16.170 of the municipal code:

1. A propos ed amendment to exclude Winthrop Park from all
performances ;

2 . A proposed amendmenc to exclude all unaccompanied drummers and
groups of unaccompanied drummers from performing in Winthrop Park,
Brattle Square Triangle and Cambridge Common;

3
. A proposed amendment to reduce the distance for measure of

decibels and to change the procedure to measure decibels inside a
residential building upon a complaint by a resident.

The above-proposed amendments, put forward and supported by
the Street Performance Task Force and the Cambridge Arts Council,
impose unreasonable and unjustified restrictions on the rights of
Street Performers to exp7ess themselves and communicate their ideas
through the medium of music, both of which are protected under the
First Amendment of the Constitution of the United States.

We ask that these Street performers' First Amendment Rights be

protected and that he above-proposed amendments of the existing
Street P rf mer o dinance be rejected.
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PETITION IN SUPPORT OF
STREET PERFORMERS IN HARVARD SQUARE

Ozain Artists in Support of Human Rights (OASHR) is joining a
campaign to lobby the Cambridge City Council on Ordinanc?s to
reject the following three proposed amendments with regards to the
Street Performers Ordinance 12.16.170 of the Municipal code:

1. A proposed amendment to exclude winthrop Park front all
performances;

2. . Aproposed amendment to exclude all unaccompanieddrumme7s and
groups of unaccompanied drummers from performing in Winthrop park,
Brattle Square Triangle and Cambridge Common;

3. A proposed amendment to reduce the distance for measure of
decibels and to change the procedure to measure decibels inside a
residential building upcn a complaint by a resident.

We are calling on cur friends and the Community to sign this
petition and attend the public hearing set for Monday, jure 22,
1992 at 7:00 pm in the Sullivan Chamber.

*****************************************************************
Drummers and friencs of the Drumming community are united in

opposing the proposed ban on performances at Winthrop Park as well
as the exclusion of unaccompanied drummers from the Brattle Street
Triangle, Winthrop Park and the Cambridge Common. It is ourbelief
that the proposed Amendments Nos. 1 & 2 are too harsh and
discriminatory against drummers.

We ask that these musicians be treated and recognized as
Street Performers in compliance with the Street Performers
Ordinance 12.16.170 of the Municipal code and that their rights to
express themselves and communicate their ideas through the medium
of music be protected under the First Amendment of the United
States Constitution.
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PETITION IN SUPPORT OF
STREET PERFORMERS IN HARVARD SQUARE

The City Council :ommittee on Ordinances has scheduled a
public hearing for Monday, june 22, 1992 at 7:00 pm in the Sullivan
Chamber to discuss the following proposed amendments to the Street
Performers Ordinance, 12.16.170 of the municipal code:

1. A proposed amendment to exclude Winthrop Park from all
performances;

2. Aproposed amendment to exclude all unaccompanied drummers and
groups of unaccompanied drummers from performing in Winthrop Park,
Brattle Square Triangle and Cambridge Comron;

3. A proposed amendment to reduce the distance for measure of
de"cibels and to change the procedure to measure decibels inside a
residential building upon a complaint by a resident.

The above-proposed amendments, put forward and supported by
the Street Performance Task Force and the Cambridge Arts Council,
impose unreasonable and unjustified restrictions on the rights of
Street Performers to expcess themselves and communicate their ideas
through the medium of music, both of which are protected under the
First Amendment of the Constitution of the United States.

We ask that these Screet Performers' First Amendment Rights be
protected and that the above-proposed amendments of the existing
Street Performers ordinance be rejected.
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PETITION IN SUPPORT OF
STREET PERFORMERS IN HARVARD SQUARE

Ozain Artists in Support of Human Rights (OASHR) is joining a
campaign to lobby the Cambridge City Council on Ordinances to
reject the following three proposed amendments with regards to the
Street Performers Ordinance 12.16.170 of the Municipal code:

I. A proposed amendment to exclude winthrop Park from allperformances;

2. . Aproposed amendmenz to exclude all unaccompanieddrummers and
groups of unaccompanied drummers from performing in Winthrop Park,
Brattle Square Triangle and Cambridge Common;

3. A proposed amendme:it to reduce the distance for measure of
decibels and to change the procedure to measure decibels inside a
residential building upcn a complaint by a resident.

We are calling on cur friends and the Community to sign this
petition and attend the public hearing set for Monday, jute 22,
1992 at 7:00 pm in the Sullivan Chamber.

****************************************************.*************
Drummers and frienCs of the Drumming community are united in

opposing the proposed ban on performances at Winthrop Park as well
as the exclusion of unacmmpanied drummers from the Brattle Street
Triangle, Winthrop park and the Cambridge Common. It is ourbelief
that the proposed Amendments Nos. 1 & 2 are too harsh and
discriminatory against drummers.

We ask that these musicians be treated and recognized as
Street Performers in compliance with the Street Performers
Ordinance 12.16.170 of the Municipdl code and that their rights to
express themselves and communicate their ideas through the medium
of music be protected iinder the First Amendment of the United
States Consti t' n.
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June 1, 1992

The Committeeon Ordinances conducted a public hearing on Wednesday, May 20, 1992
beginning at 7:50 P.M. in the Suhivan Chamber at City Hall. The purpose of the hearing was
to receive public testimonyrelative to a proposed amendment to the Street Performersordinance.
Members preserit were: Councillor Alice Wolf, Councillor Francis Duehay, Councillor Sheila
Russell, Councillor Jonathan Myers, Councillor William Walsh, Mayor Kenneth Reeves,
Councillor Timothy Toomey and City Clerk joseph Connarton.

Councillor Wolf, Chair of :he Committee,welcomed all those present and stated that the
Committee had been presented wi:h a petition from a resident to exclude Winthrop Park from
the existing Street Performersordhance. Furthermore, she indicated that given the fact that only
a short time frame for public notice and the ordinance requires 14 day notice another hearing
would be held in addition to this one on this amendment. Councillor Wolf then read into the
record a letter from Roy-Alan Fansen, Deputy Executive Director of the Cambridge Arts
Council indicating several further amendments to the Street Performersordinance as offered by
the Street PerformanceTask Force.

Councillor Duehay stated t.iat he believed that the Committee should take action on the
content of the letter from Mr. Daryl Janes who has petitioned the Council for an ordinance
amendmenj; and the Ordinance Committee should request that the City Solicitor prepare proper
language for those amendments offered by the Task Force.

The Committee then heard from Mr. Daryl Janes, 50 JFK Street, Cambridge, who stated
that he had written to the City Council because he believed his constitutional rights were being
violated because of the very loud a-id consistent noise from musicians playing on Winthrop Park.
He stated that the music goes cm for hours

,
sometimes for as long as 16 hours a day.

Furthermore he stated, that he did not know why the decibel reader was still not available to the
Police Department after being told for 3 years that the Police would be the proper dcpartment
to enforce the Street Performers o:dinance. He further stated that he is continually bothered by
screams from people at all hours of the night coming from bars, the loud music and from car
alarms which always go off.

Councillor Duehay questioied why Mr. Janes had not contacted the Arts Council for a
decibel reading given the fact they had the appropriate 'equipment.

Mr. Janes responded by stating that Mr. Hansen would refer him to various departments
throughout the city before actually getting an appointment to have a reading done.
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Councillor Duehay questioned whether or not any readings were in fact taken.

Mr. janes responded by stating that a reading was taken once and he was told that the
noise did not violate the orciinance, but he disputed that statement.

Councillor Duehay reminded the audience that when the City Council had previously
considered this ordinance it was advised by legal counsel representing the street performers that

it was illegal to stop all amplified noise in the city.

Councillor Russell moved that the City Manager be and hereby be requested to take the
appropriate steps to instruct the Police Commissioner to have the decibel reader available to

' members of the Police Department immediately.

The motion as submitted carried.

The Committee then heard from Cambridge Police Officer, Michael McMahon, whose

current assignment is working with the License Commission, who informed the Committee that
the decibel reader is currently located in the Police Academy and officers are being trained in
its utilization.

The Committee then heard from Howard Medwed, Esquire, 58 Washington Avenue,
Cambridgewho stated that the Harvard Square Defense Fund supports the exclusion of Winthrop
Park from the Street Performer ordinance. He stated that the noise is too loud and 11 hour days

of music is far too much for any individual to accept.

Mayor Reeves stated that it would seem to him that the logical place for people who
reside near Harvard Square and Winthrop Park could go up to the Cambridge Common for some
quiet. He further stated that he believed that rather than have a total ban in Winthrop Park,
some thought should be given to restricting the time that music could be played at Winthrop
Park.

Councillor Duehay reminded the Committee that several public hearings were held last

year by the Ordinance Committee dealing with all of these issues and that the Committee was
constantly reminded of the First Amendment rights of the musicians. Furthermore he stated that
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the Street Performance Task Force holds regular meetings to deal with all of these iss"ies and

has made some recommendations which have not been placed into ordinance form as of yet.

Councillor Myers stated that he was very concerned about any attempt to place real

stringent enforcement provisions against musicians without letting the current ordinance work

for a while. He further stated that given the fact that the Police are current being trained on how

to use the decibel reader, this should be sufficient to stop any future vielations.

Councillor Toomey stated that it would seem to him that for the Committee to be totally

fair, the Committee should look at the entire area of Harvard Square not just Winthrop Park.

The Committee then heard from the Reverend Paul Kodjanian, Pastor of the Holy Cross

Armenian Catholic Church, 100 Mt. Auburn Street, Cambridge who stated that he supports the

exclusion of Winthrop Park from the ordinance. He further stated that although he truly enjoys

music, what he hears is not music. Also he indicated that although the riiusicians cooperate and

do not play during Masses, it is difficult for members of the parish to come by during the week

day and pray in peace.

Speaking in opposition to the proposed amendment to the Street Performers ordinance

were: Sue Kuelzer, 19 Copley Street, Cambridge who stated that she was the co-owner of
Grendel's Den Restaurant in Winthrop Park and she supports the musicians, although she would

not recommend groups which encourage dancing in the Park. Also speaking in opposition were:

Harvey Smith 238 Harvard Street, Cambridge,Peter Sosna, 18 Fenwick Street, Somerville, Roy-

Alan Hansen, Deputy Executive Director of the Arts Council, Ned Landin, 67 Prescott Street,

Cambridge, David Holtzman, 35 Cottage Street, Watertown, Rachel Rockenmachor, 18 Mellon

Street, Cambridge, Emanuel Medeiros, 17 Chamwood Road, Somerville and Sally Alcom,

Executive Director of the Harvard Square Business Association, 18 Brattle Street, Cambridge.

All of than spoke in strong opposition to the proposed amendment and in support of street

musicians.

The Committee also heard from Mr. Lyn Chase, representing the Cambridge Savings

Bank who indicated to the Committee that something needs to be done with the overall issue of
street performers particularly within the Harvard Square area during normal business. He

informed the Committee that the bank's offices are right in front of Holyoke Center and it is
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it is impossible to conduct any business during the day because of the noise. Although, he
continued, that the bank has no objection to street performers per sc, something needs to be done
with the decibel level.

Councillor Russell questioned whether or not any compromise could be worked out so
that all individuals, the street performers, residents and business people could all work together.

Mr. Roy-Alan Hansen, responded by stating that some alternatives in addition to what
has been submitted in writing are being worked on, such as establishing a formal "break time"
for the musicians, such as what happens in night clubs.

Councillor Duehay moved that the proposed ordinance be referred to the full City
Council without recommendation.

The motion as submitted carried.

Councillor Russell moved that the Street Performance Task Force work on developing

a plan to rotate the performers around various locations within the Harvard Square aim.

The motion as submitted carried.

Councillor Duehay moved to refer to the Law Department, the communication dated
April 22, 1992 from Roy-Alan Hansen, Deputy Executive Director of the Arts Council, for the

purpose of having the recommendations of the Task Force put in proper ordinance form for a
future hearing.

The motion as submitted carried.
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IN CITY COUNCIL

April 13, 1992

COUNCILLOR WOLF
COUNCILLOR DUEHAY

WHEREAS: The City Council is in receipt of a letter from Daryl James regarCing the
possibility of making Winthrop Park off limits to street musicians; and

WHEREAS: There is a working group meeting regularly to discuss enforcement of the street
performers' ordinance and issues that arise around that enforcement; now
therefore be it

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to forward the attached letter
to the working group that enforces the street performer's ordinance for their study
and recommendation; and be it further

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to report back this
recommendation to the City Council by the second week in May for its
consideration.

REFERRED TO THE ORDINANCE COMMITTEE AND THE WORKING
GROUP FOR A HEARING.
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" 12.16.110
4

snow duringthe night, cause all snowthatmaybe moval) shallbesubject to ahnenotexceedingRfty '
"

'

on suChsidewalkorfootwaytobe removed there- dollars. Eachday"sviolationshallconstituteasep

From. In the event ofan unusually heavy snowfalj, arate offense.

the time limit shall be extended at the discretion B. Noncriminal Disposition. Whoeverriolates

of the CommissionerofPuublicWorks.Theprovis- Section 1216.110 (Sidewalks—Snow and ice re-

ions of this section shall apply to snowwhich falls moval) maybe penalized by a noncriminaldiSpo-

hom buildings as well as to that which falls Rom sition as provided in G.L c: 40, s. 21D. Fjr purr-

the dou& poses of this sectioll, the Commissioner of Public

B. Removal of Ice from Sidewalks. The owner Works shall be the enforcing officer, except that

or occupant of private property bordering on a the Commissionermay delegate his enforcing au-

' sUeet where there is a sidewalk or focmvay any thority to designatedPublicWorks Enforcement

portionofwhichis en=beredbyiceshauwithin Officers. The penalty for each violation will be

six hours after the sidewalk or footway becomes twentyAve dollars. Each daYsviolationshall con-
encumbered with ice cause such sidewalk or foot- stitute a separate offense. (Ord 1084 § 5,1989)

way to be made safe and convenient by removing

the ice therehom,orbykeepingthe same covered 12.16.170 Street performers.
'

with sand orsoinc othersuitable substance. (Prior The City Council hnds that the existencein tile
code § 17-79) ·City of street performers provides a public amen-

.
ity that enhances the character of the City and

12.16.130 Cleaning carpets in streets. seeks to encouragesuch performances tcj the ex-

No person shall shake or otherwise clean a tent that they do not interferewith the =onable '

carpet in any street (Prior code § 17-37) exµctations of residents to the enjoyment of

.
peace and quiet in theirhomes.Thissection seeks

12.16.140 Alteration or repatr—Authority. to balance the interests of the performers with

The provisions of this chapter and Chapters those of the residentsof the City.
2.54, 1204 and 1Z12 of this code shdl not be The City Council designates the Arts Council

construed as limiting in any manner the legal of the City to be the agent of the City primarily

rights and duties of the Superintendent ofStreets chargedwith the reSponsibility of supervising the

to order such alterations and repairs instreets as provisions of this section.
he may deem that the safety and convenienceof A. Dehnitions.
the inhabitants require. (Prior code § 17-43) 1. "Perform" includesj)ut is notlimited to, the

following activities: actin& singing, playing musi-

12.16.150 Alteration or repair— cal instruments, pantomime, juggling, magic,

Improvement assessments. dancing, reading and reciting.
Whenever the City Council determines that Z "Performer" means a person who has ob-

land orbuildingsshallbe taken forstreetwidening tained a permitpursuant to this section.

or street laying out purposesbetterments shall be 3. "Public areas" means public sidewalks,

assessed according to law for the improvement of parks, playgrounds and all public ways in Cam-

anypropertythat the CityCouncilmay determine bridge.
is in the benefited area. (Prior code § 17-B) B. Prohibition.

No personmayperforinin apublicarmwithout

12.16.160 Violation—Penalty. a permit issued pursuant to subsection C of this

A. Criminal Penalty. Any person who violates section.

Section 12.16.110 (Sidewalks—Snow aid ice re- C Permit.

(C&mblri*2-91) 268
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DRAYTON HALL TRUST

48jOHNF. KENNKDYSTREFT

P. O. BOX f88
Buncion M. Moskow · CAMBRIDGE, MA88ACFIUSFTTBO2238

"

grwhe TELm'¶qoNU (617) 49¶·6700

May'13, 1992
,

Councillor Alice K. Wcjif
Chair, Committee on Ordinances
Cambridge City Council

Dear Counci1lor Wolf:

Due to the fact that I will be away, I will be unable to attend the
City Council public hmring scheduled for May 20, 1992, to discuss
a proposed amendment co the Municipal Code as it relates to the
exclusion of street p2rformers at Winthrop 2ark.

My office is located directly across the street from Winchrop Park
at 48 John F. Kennedy Street and my only concern is with "playing
musical instruments".

So far this spring tMre has been an attempt by some to play musical
instruments in the Park and the results have'been'disasterous to the
nerveS. A saxaphone and a drum playing a cacophony of notes which
defy the definition OF "music". Basically, music is the art of
producing pleasing combinations or sequences of sounds, 3ounds that
have'rhythtn, melody arid harmony.

I am not in complete accord with banning or excluding.all street
performers at Winthrop Park because in the past we have'had some
ex'cellent music, but I would recomnend the following:

I. The banning of all amplifying equipment;
'

2. Restricting the length of time a person/group
can perfom, i.e."2 hours; and

3. A 9:00 P.M.'curfew.

Due to the fact that the quality of.mu8ic produced cannot be adequately ,

controlled it is hoped that the above'recommendations could at least
reduce the agony inflicted by some so-called performers.

Sincerely yours,
DRAYTON HALL TRUST

_

By:a",ky
BMM/brm
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Office of the City Clerk
City Hall
Cambridge, MA 02139

Attention: Joseph E. Connarton

Dear Mr. Connarton,

I live opposite Winthrop Park, two blocks from down town Harvard Square. Last

summer the street musicians used the park; they played seven days a week beginning at twelve

noon and ending at eleven o'clock (sometimes later). They played at eighty decibels on a P.A.
system, so there was no way you could tune them out. (Eighty decibels is louder than a train.)

I believe that any reasonable person can see that the limit of toleration has been reached and that

the street musicians should be restricted to areas where there are no residential apartments.

I therefore wish to petitioi the City Council to restrict Winthrop Park as off limits at any
time to the street musicians. Also the people in Harvard Square should have some place where

they can go and not be blasted by a P.A. system every fifty feet.

Please schedule a hearing at the earliest possible time. Your cooperationon this matter

would be appreciated.

Time is of the essence.

_SAcerely,

i
"

/n "2_Daryl janes

CC: Edward N. Cyr William H. Walsh

Francis H. Duehay Alice K. Wolf
Jonathan S. Myers Roy-Alan Hansen
Kenneth E. Reeves Alex Rodriguez
Sheila T. Russell Richard V. Scali

Walter J. Sullivan Henry Breen

Timothy J. Toomey, Jr. Kevin Fitzgerald
Terry Anderson Gladys P. Gifford
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IN CITY COUNCIL

April 13, 1992

COUNCILLORWOLF

WHEREAS: The City Council is in receipt of a letter from Daryl James regarding the
possibility of making Winthrop Park off limits to street musicians; and

WHEREAS: There is a working group meeting regularly to discuss enforcement of the street
performers' ordinance and issues that arise around that enforcement; now
therefore be it

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to forward the attached letter
to the working group that enforces the street performer's ordinaice for their study
and recommendation; and be it further

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to report back this
recommendation to the City Council by the second week in May for its
consideration.
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COiinci11or olf re : making Winthrop
Park off Limits to street musicians.
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In City Council,

April 13, 1992
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