CAMBRIDGE CITY COUNCIL

AN
CITY HALL, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139
(617) 498-9094

Thomas W. Danehy
City Councillor

Mayor

1978-1979 February 15, 1989

M;. Robert W. Healy
City Manager
Cambridge City Hall
Cambridge, MA 02139
Dear Mr. Manager:

At the Cambridge City Council meeting of February 6, 1989, on a
motion by Councillor Francis H. Duehay, the attached Council Order was
referred to the Committee on Claims.

As Chairman of the Committee on Claims, I am somewhat reticent to
schedule a hearing on this matter, since I quesﬁion whether or not direct
Council intervention on litigation settlements mightibe construed as a
violation of the City Charter.

'Therefore, I am requesting your assistance in obtaining a legal
opinion from outside counsel regarding my concern.

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation.

Very truly yours,

| ovn.

Thomas W. Danehy
City Councillor.

(ATTACHMENT)
cc: The Honorable, The City Council
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COUNCILLOR WALSH

WHERZAS : The continuing and startling increase in the amount of money
which the City of Cambridge is paying out in judcments and
damage claims and the disproportion between it and the
approoriation budgeted therefor call for a tightar

accountability in UtlllZlng settlement as a means of
concluding litigation actions filed against the City of
Cambridge; now therefore be it

ORDERED: That -he City Manager direct the City Solicitor to bring to
the City Manager for aporoval every litigation settlement of
$10,000 or more grior to its signing, and that the City
Manager aporise this Council of same prior to 51gn;ng,
assuring tais Council that every aspect of the discovery
process nas been pursued with vizor anc justifies the pronosed
settlement.

2/6/89 - REFERRED TO THE COMMITTEE ON CLAIMS ON MOTION OF
COUNCILLOR DUEHAY
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Councillor William H. Walsh February 6, 1989

WHEREAS: The continuing and startling increase in the amount
of money which the City of Cambridge is paying out
in judgments and damage claims and the disproportion
between it and the appropriation budgeted therefor
call for a tighter accountability in utilizing
settlement as a means of concluding litigation actions
filed against the City of Cambridge; now therefore be it

ORDERED: That the City Manager direct the City Solicitor to
bring to the City Manager for approval every
litigation settlement of $10,000 or more prior to
its signing, and that the City Manager apprise this
Council of same. prior to signing, assuring this Council
that every aspect of the discovery process has been
pursued with vigor and justifies the proposed settlement.
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February 6, 1989

COUNCILLOR WALSH

WHEREAS : The continuing and startling increase in the amount of -money
which the City of Cambridge is paying out in judgments and
damage claims and the disproportion between it and the
appropriation budgeted therefor call for a tighter
accountability in utilizing settlement as a means of
concluding litigation actions filed against the City of
Cambridge; now therefore be it

ORDERED: That the City Manager direct the City Solicitor to bring to
the City Manager for approval every litigation settlement of
$10,000 or more prior to its signing, and that the City
Manager apprise this Council of same prior to signing,
assuring this Council that every aspect of the discovery
process has been pursued with vigor and justifies the proposed
settlement.

2/6/89 - REFERRED TO THE COMMITTEE ON CLAIMS ON MOTION OF
COUNCILLOR DUEHAY ' :
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Order #13 F"Hla

C. Walsh order re: that the City Manager
direct the City Solicitor to bring to the
City Manager for approval every litigation
settlement of $10,000. or more prior to

its signing & that the City Manager apprise
the Council of same prior to signing it.

In City Council,

February 6, 1989 . rotroo
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