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Tity nof Cambridge

45.

IN CITY COUNCIL
September 14, 1992

COUNCILLOR WOLF

WHEREAS: The City Council has been asked to review the attached correspondence with
regards to the road construction modifications on Binney Street; and

WHEREAS: The owner of River Court Market is asking that the City review its plans for the
roadway; now therefore be it

ORDERED: That the City Manager request the Department of Traffic and Parking to work
with the owners of River Court Condominiums and the owner of River Court
Market to see if all parties concerned can be accommodated.

In City Council September 14, 1992. ‘
Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

A true copy; K9. }H&?W XS
ATTEST:- | “‘“2

D. Margaret Drury
City Clerk



“ . River Court Market
10 Rogers Street #6
Cambridge, MA 02142

IR 9 September -1992 ‘
Alice Wolf, City Councillor L
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Ms. Wolf:

I am the owner of a convenient store, River Court Market, located at
the River Court Condominiums on Binney Street in Cambridge. 1 am
writing to you now to urgently request your assistance in the matter of -
road construction modifications for the Binney St. segment in front of my
business.

At this time, road construction to enlarge Binney St. from a two-lane
to four-lane road is near completion, much of which has taken place in
front of my store. This construction work has blocked off all customer
vehicle access to our store and has left us reliant on the meagre foot
traffic passing by. Our business is unquestionably suffering greatly and
will continue to do so unless you can help us at this time. :

Our vital access way prior to construction was a small road shoulder
on Binney St. where our customers were able to stop briefly and our
delivery vehicles were able to unload. This shoulder area will no longer
be available under the current road plans. Instead, an existing lawn area -
“will be extended to cover the shoulder. However, these plans may be
changed by a special request for construction modification. '

This loading zone area is crucial for our business and it is an
essential element in serving as a "convenience” market for the
community. Cambridge police officials have indicated that they are
willing to allow for loading and unloading in this area. However, this will
be difficult without the preservation of the road shoulder. Furthermore, .
the road shoulder will provide for safer stopping and loading.

In my investigation of the construction plans and discussions with
construction officials, I have found that it is indeed feasible to modify the
intended plans of extending a lawn area and instead keep a more useful
road shoulder. Moreover, I received advice regarding a possible way of
keeping the loading zone from a state engineer. It was suggested that
three lanes of North-bound traffic might be created. With the reduction
of the planned median area, a left-turn only lane can be built. Having
observed traffic patterns in the area of Binney St. in front of our store, I
see that there are a number of cars turning left onto First St.. Without
this left turning lane, there will most likely be traffic congestion
- regardless of this new construction. Moreover, this left turning lane will
ensure a smooth flow of traffic for the other lanes so that a safe shoulder
area may be added.



iy

The middle 1ane would direct straight North-bound traffic, and the
_rightmost third 1ane would serve as a straight and nght—tummg lane.
These three lanes would provide ample roadway for ongoing traffic and
also allow for the safe maintenance of a loading zone area off to the right
of lane three. Please see the attached diagram for details.

In preserving a shoulder space for a loading zone, | suggest that the
existing shoulder area be extended back to the utility box {currently on
the lawn), and instead of stretching to the corner as it does now, to limit
the shoulder with an extended lawn at the corner. Essentially, this would
mean the creation of a "niche" capped at both ends with a lawn area. The
corner lawn would prevent delivery vehicles from parking to the
intersection, which might obstruct visibility for right-turning cars onto
First St. It should also be mentioned that the southeast corner of the
intersection of Binney and First is fairly open and that pedestrians
crossing here are quite visible. Nonetheless, to ensure safety, a corner
lawn would provide added protection and limit the area where loading
vehicles may stop.

When this construction project was initiated in 1981, River Court
Condominium and this retail area along Binney St. did not exist. However,
my business is now being jeopardized by a decision that was made over a
decade ago which did not include the recent development of this area.
Thus, in light of our presence on Binney St., I strongly hope that plans
may be modified to keep this loading area. During the past six weeks of
the road block in front of our store, I have even had a few of our vendors
refuse to stop and deliver goods because of the lack of a loading area. |
am realizing how crucial this loading area is to my business.

In response to my pleas for assistance, Mr. George Teso, Director of
Parking and Traffic, has denied our request. His denial letter and our o
response to that letter are enclosed. We can understand his concerns, but
we believe that our proposal is reasonable and that we have met all of his
arguments with viable solutions. Many customers and local community
“citizens are supporting our efforts and are quite coricerned over the
possible loss of this convenient loading area as well as the survival of the.
business itself. Our store provides an important community service as
there are no other small convenient markets nearby. The enclosed
petition of 221 signatures show this support.

- 1 would greatly appreciate any assistance that you may provide-in
" this critical and urgent matter. The state contract number for this
construction is 92193, Binney Street Job. This will save my busmess.
especially during this very economic sensitive time.
‘ Thank you very much for your time and attention. I know that you
can help us.
. Very sinc

incerely
’ JM N
YangkdY K ish; '

President of River Court Mart,. Inc.




CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

Traffic and Parking
57 Inman Street,
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139 -
George Teso | | Adminisration . 3494700
Director Parking Violations 3494705
Resident Parking . 3494701

August 27, 1992

.

Mr. & Mrs. Yangkil & Jinhi Kim
River Court Market

10 Rogers St. #6

Cambridge, Ma. 02142

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Kim:

We have again reviewed the section of Binney Street along
River Court Condominiums. As was stated at the meeting on Aug. 24,
1992 the developer of River Court has been aware of the final
roadway design since the beginning of their project.

_ This section of Binney Street is being constructed as a major

_arterial for heavy commercial traffic between the Mass. Turnpike
and Interstate 93. It provides a truck bypass for several
residential neighborhoods, including East Cambridge, Neighborhoods
Three and Four and Mid-Cambridge.

The roadway is designed as a d1v1ded highway with two 127
lanes in each direction with a 1’ curb offset for each direction.
Left turn lanes are being installed where required but a left turn
lane is not required from westbound Binney Street to First Street.

- In order to accommodate deliveries to your store and other:
businesses in your area, we will allow trucks to stand on First
Street, beyond the crosswalk while they are loading and unloading.
This is about 60’+ from your entrance with easy access to the
sidewalk via the ramp at the corner of Binney Street. We are also
proposing to install parking meters along both sides of Rogers
Street, west of First Street. Some of these could be 20 minute
‘meters to accommodate your customers. In addition, we have
increased the enforcement of the one hour parking on Rogers Street
in front of the River Court building.

Your proposed design for Binney Street cannot be done for
several reasons. First the pull out will create a hazardous
situation both for vehicles parked there and for pedestrians
crossing Binney and First Street. Second, the sidewalk in front of
your store is several feet above the new roadway surface. The
grass area is used as a transition slope from the sidewalk to the
curb. To remove this would require a_ short retaining wall to
support the sidewalk. This would limit the opening of vehicle
doors and force people to walk in the roadway to the corner.



PR

¢ Mrs. Kim Page 2 August 27, 1992

Therefore, I must deny your request for a design change along
7 Street due to safety reasons.

iowever, we will allow loading along First Street, enforce the
:d time parking along Rogers Street and add parking meters
Rogers Street. This will allow safe delivery of goods to
. store as well as safe and convenient parking for your

ers.

Very truly yours,

: i \“’1;%£§%§zfé::o

Traffic Director

2rt Healy, City Manager

1eth Reeves, Mayor

I Nutting, Public Works

:ard Easler, Community Development
:ard:Perlman, Mass. Highway Dept.

-
-




River Court Market
10 Rogers Street *6
Cambridge, MA 02142

27 August 1992

Mr. George Teso

Director of Traffic and Parking
City of Cambridge

57 Inman Street

Cambridge, MA 02139

Dear Mr. Teso:

Thank you very much for your letter of August 27, 1992. We
appreciate and recognize the concerns which you have listed ,
regarding our request for construction modification of Binney Street.
However, we believe that there are viable solutions to these
concerns, in particular for that of safety, and we ask at this time for
your reconsideration. :

, Your first point addresses the precautionary considerations for

pedestrian and vehicular safety. As we have proposed in our August
24th letter, a loading zone shielded at both ends with a lawn area
would prevent vehicles from parking to the corner, thereby allowing
for ample visibility of the corner and crossing pedestrians. This
would also permit cars to make a right turn safely.

: The second point describes the height of the sidewalk from the
- road level. We have been told by field officials that this difference in
height can be adequately compensated by a gradually sloping edge.
. This edge would also benefit the water drainage from the sidewalk.
" These field officials often ask us how we are progressing with our
petition to preserve our loading zone, and they have informed us
that our proposal may be feasible.

Again, as we have mentioned before, our business is depending
on this loading area. We understand that these construction plans
. were designed several years before the existence of the River Court
Condominium building. .Unfortunately, we were not informed by our .
landlord as to the degree in which these plans would dramatically
cripple our business and leave us without a close loading area.



2 are left with very little choice but to try to survive, and
do that with your help.

ould be possible to arrange for a meeting in which we
s this road construction condition as it currently is and
" for modification, we are certain that we could present
ns and respond to comments to further clarify our

:ase help us. We would greatly appreciate your
on.

'ou again for your letter and for all of your time and -
1iS matter.

<

angkil anm.

" River Court Market

Very sincerely, :
V/ﬁjé;/ (éMA \
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.« River Court Market
' 10 Rogers Street #6
Cambridge, MA 02142

9 September 1992
Alice Wolf, City Councillor
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Ms. Wolf:

I am the owner of a convenient store, River Court Market, located at
the River Court Condominiums on Binney Street in Cambridge. I am
writing to you now to urgently request your assistance in the matter of
road construction modifications for the Binney St. segment in front of my
business. '

At this time, road construction to enlarge Binney St. from a two-1ane
to four-lane road is near completion, much of which has taken place in
front of my store. This construction work has blocked off all customer
vehicle access to our store and has left us reliant on the meagre foot
traffic passing by. Our business is unquestionably suffering greatly and
will continue to do so unless you can help us at this time.

Our vital access way prior to construction was a small road shoulder
on Binney St. where our customers were able to stop briefly and our
delivery vehicles were able to unload. This shoulder area will no longer
be available under the current road plans. Instead, an existing lawn area
will be extended to cover the shoulder. However, these plans may be
changed by a special request for construction modification.

" This loading zone area is crucial for our business and it is an
essential element in serving as a "convenience” market for the
community. Cambridge police officials have indicated that they are
willing to allow for loading and unloading in this area. However, this will
be difficult without the preservation of the road shoulder. Furthermore, .
the road shoulder will provide for safer stopping and loading.

In my investigation of the construction plans and discussions with
construction officials, I have found that it is indeed feasible to modify the
intended plans of extending a lawn area and instead keep a more useful
road shoulder. Moreover, | received advice regarding a possible way of
keeping the loading zone from a state engineer. It was suggested that
three lanes of North-bound traffic might be created. With the reduction
of the planned median area, a left-turn only lane can be built. Having
observed traffic patterns in the area of Binney St. in front of our store, |
see that there are a number of cars turning left onto First St.. Without
this left turning lane, there will most likely be traffic congestion
regardless of this new construction. Moreover, this left turning lane will
ensure a smooth flow of traffic for the other lanes so that a safe shoulder
area may be added.



The middle lane would direct straight North-bound traffic, and the
rightmost third 1ane would serve as a straight and right-turning lane.
These three lanes would provide ample roadway for ongoing traffic and
also allow for the safe maintenance of a loading zone area off to the right
of lane three. Please see the attached diagram for details.

In preserving a shoulder space for a loading zone, I suggest that the
existing shoulder area be extended back to the utility box (currently on
the lawn), and instead of stretching to the corner as it does now, to limit
the shoulder with an extended lawn at the corner. Essentially, this would
mean the creation of a "niche" capped at both ends with a lawn area. The
corner lawn would prevent delivery vehicles from parking to the
intersection, which might obstruct visibility for right-turning cars onto
First St. It should also be mentioned that the southeast corner of the
intersection of Binney and First is fairly open and that pedestrians
crossing here are quite visible. Nonetheless, to ensure safety, a corner
lawn would provide added protection and limit the area where loading
vehicles may stop.

When this construction project was initiated in 1981, River Court
Condominium and this retail area along Binney St. did not exist. However,
my business is now being jeopardized by a decision that was made over a
decade ago which did not include the recent development of this area.
Thus, in light of our presence on Binney St., I strongly hope that plans
may be modified to keep this loading area. During the past six weeks of
the road block in front of our store, I have even had a few of our vendors
refuse to stop and deliver goods because of the lack of a loading area. [
am realizing how crucial this loading area is to my business.

In response to my pleas for assistance, Mr. George Teso, Director of
Parking and Traffic, has denied our request. His denial letter and our
response to that letter are enclosed. We can understand his concerns, but
we believe that our proposal is reasonable and that we have met all of his
arguments with viable solutions. Many customers and local community
citizens are supporting our efforts and are quite concerned over the

- possible loss of this convenient loading area as well as the survival of the
business itself. Our store provides an important community service as
there are no other small convenient markets nearby. The enclosed
petition of 221 signatures show this support.

I would greatly appreciate any assistance that you may provide in
this critical and urgent matter. The state contract number for this
construction is 92193, Binney Street Job. This will save my business,
especially during this very economic sensitive time.

Thank you very much for your time and attention. I know that you
can help us.

-Very sinc

rely
YangkiY Kisg, - '

President of River Court Mart, Inc.




CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

Traffic and Parking
57 Inman Street,
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139
George Teso Administration 3494700
Director Parking Violations 3494705
Resident Parking 3494701

August 27, 1992

Mr. & Mrs. Yangkil & Jinhi Kim
River Court Market

10 Rogers St. #6

Cambridge, Ma. 02142

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Kim:

We have again reviewed the section of Binney Street along
River Court Condominiums. As was stated at the meeting on Aug. 24,
1992 the developer of River Court has been aware of the final
roadway design since the beginning of their project.

This section of Binney Street is being constructed as a major

. arterial for heavy commercial traffic between the Mass. Turnpike
and Interstate 93. It provides a truck bypass for several
residential neighborhoods, including East Cambridge, Neighborhoods
Three and Four and Mid-Cambridge. -

The roadway is designed as a divided highway with two 12’
lanes in each direction with a 1’/ curb offset for each direction.
Left turn lanes are being installed where required but a left turn
lane is not required from westbound Binney Street to First Street.

" In order to accommodate deliveries to your store and other
businesses in your area, we will allow trucks to stand on First
Street, beyond the crosswalk while they are loading and unloading.
This is about 60’+ from your entrance with easy access to the
sidewalk via the ramp at the corner of Binney Street. We are also
proposing to install parking meters along both sides of Rogers
Street, west of First Street. Some of these could ke 30 minute
meters to accommodate your customers. In addition, we have
"increased the enforcement of the one hour parking on Rogers Street
in front of the River Court building.

Your proposed design for Binney Street cannot be done for
several reasons. First the pull out will create a hazardous
situation both for vehicles parked there and for pedestrians
crossing Binney and First Street. Second, the sidewalk in front of
your store is several feet above the new roadway surface. The
grass area is used as a transition slope from the sidewalk to the
curb. To remove this would require a short retaining wall to
support the sidewalk. This would limit the opening of vehicle
doors and force people to walk in the roadway to the corner.



* Mrs. Kinm Page 2 August 27, 1992

Therefore,

I must deny your request for 5
Y Street qdue

design change along
to safety reasons.

Rogers Street. This will allow
store as well as safe ang con
ers.

Very truly Yours,

Traffic Director

2rt Healy, City Manager
neth Reeves, Mayor

: Nutting, Public Works

1ard_Easler, Community Development
1ard;Perlman, Mass. Hj

.-




River Court Market
10 Rogers Street #6
Cambridge, MA 02142

27 August 1992

Mr. George Teso

Director of Traffic and Parking
City of Cambridge

57 Inman Street

Cambridge, MA 02139

Dear Mr. Teso:

The second point describes the height of the sidewalk from the
road level. We have been told by field officials that this difference in
height can be adequately compensated by a gradually sloping edge.

- This edge would also benefit the water drainage from the sidewalk.

- These field officials often ask us how we are progressing with our
petition to preserve our loading zone, and they have informed us
that our proposal may be feasible,




> are left with very fj¢(e choice but to try ¢q Survive, and
“do that witp your help,

/0U again for yoyr letter and 1 or all of your time and
1S matter,

Very since ely,
7///794;/ (é«A
? ] [N
angkil anm.

River Court Market

i
\
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CCM-101

Tity of Camhridge

45.

IN CITY COUNCIL
September 14, 1992

COUNCILLOR WOLF
WHEREAS: The City Council has been asked to review the attached correspondence with
regards to the road construction modifications on Binney Street; and

WHEREAS: The owner of River Court Market is asking that the City review its plans for the
- roadway; now therefore be it

ORDERED: That the City Manager request the Department of Traffic and Parking to work

with the owners of River Court Condominiums and the owner of River Court
Market to see if all parties concerned can be accommodated.

Ny Commey O~ 1 4 1002
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Adopited by the iffirmative-von, |




Non-Consent Order # 45 iﬁfb

Councillor Wolf re: Road construction
modifications on Binney Street.

In City Council,
Sept. 14, 1992

Andun OQelgpted—





