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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
ComMMuNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

BETH RUBENSTEIN

Assistant City Manager for
Community Development

MALAINA BOWKER

Deputy Director for
Community Development

City Hall Annex

57 Inman Street
Cambridge, MA 02139
Voice: 617 349-4600
Fax: 617 349-4669

TTY: 617 349-4621

To: Robert W. Healy, City Manager

By
From:  Beth Rubenstein, Assistant City Manager
for Community Development

Date: November 29, 2000

Re: = Council Order #15 dated October 2, 2000: Report on funding sources for
community planning. '

In response to the above-referenced order, we report the following:

Through a recent state program, limited funds are available for municipalities to hire
consultants to prepare Community Development Plans. The funds are available
through the Community Development Plan program established by Executive Order
418 in January 2000, which also established the Housing Certification process that
currently governs eligibility for state housing funds.

The Community Development Plan funds are limited to $30,000 per municipality and
are paid directly to approved consultants under a contract with the local Regional
Planning Agency for an approved scope of work. The funds must be used to prepare
a Community Development Plan, or a component thereof, as described in the state’s
guidance document “Building Vibrant Communities.” The Community Development
Plan must contain a series of GIS-based maps and images that indicate future land use
objectives for the entire municipality in four core areas: economic development, open
space and resource protection, housing, and transportation. The funds and planning
guidance are targeted at communities that do not have planning staff or financial
resources to develop such plans.

As you know, the Community Development Department is currently completing a

- major citywide planning effort embodied in the Planning Board’s Citywide Rezoning

Petition. We have also recently completed an extensive open space planning effort
documented in the Green Ribbon Open Space Report issued in March 2000. In
addition, a comprehensive planning study is underway in Eastern Cambridge and a
new planning study will begin shortly in the Riverside area. Considerable city
resources — both staff and financial — have been devoted to these planning efforts, as
well as to on-going neighborhood studies.

Given these extensive planning efforts — including the city’s recently enhanced use of
GIS and sophisticated mapping tools — we believe these funds would duplicate on-
going efforts and do not recommend pursuing them at this time.



City oF CAMBRIDGE ® EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

Robert W. Healy, City Manager Richard C. Rossi, Deputy City Manager

December 4, 2000

To The Honorable, The City Council:
Please find attached a response to Awaiting Report Item No. 00-86, regarding a report on
exploring the funding sources for community planning, received from Assistant City Manager

for Community Development Beth Rubenstein.

Very truly yours,

Robert W. Healy
City Manager
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Communication from Robert W. Healy,
City Manager, relative to Awaiﬁing

Report Item Number 00-86, regarding
a report on exploring the funding .

sources for community planning.
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