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, =y se(g!: i!a to t!"rZ' PkznnS,'ng !^:Ro&,rd to bcg tk'tr iwe"nti IL 'Cc) t:be' in tarssts
of the City of C&lnbriclc;®o '.Qhe Board prGgent3 he'remith a brief re=
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REPORT ERW TW CAMBRIDGE PLAN1'1ING EQARD \

\TO TEIE CITY COUNCIL ON RAPID !i'RAh'S!T EXTENSION
r

r

Dig,&,dya?,t&ges of Mrvard Squ&f® Ext6n8i(m &8 Pjropoa®d in Rapid Tmnsit R'3port
tm

~
mm UK . A ' " ,. , .. , ._ - ,,. _., - .. . . .- ,

. .... - ' ""' ' "

Thc3 Recess C:o!Dmi6sion of' tho L6gi3iatum includ08 1r L'E8 re<minne·ndatiom
P

for the ex±enUon of thc mpid trmUt eysMm of the mtropoiitsxi &r€a &r exMnUon
of the line n« terminating at tk.rvard Squam. TM propo8a lin® involves the ®x-
bmsioa tjf th(9 submy al':me Mount Auburn Stxmt to its interuction with Memorial
Drive?, @1Grging by ramp to 'EM surfeim in the Metropolitan Perkmy eirea imnediatUy
&d j&cern; to MouN Auburn Str6eto It tMn follcm around the Parkway, p&Bsirrig to
tho South of the Stillman Infirmafy and the CmhM:idge Kcspital &A(i procG®ding &round

,

tM Cambridge C®rAgteryo It completely blankets the ri·ver front dbcive ?kmoria1 DriveF
. r

g and provents any gcc6ss to the river or th6 p&Tkmlyc Ths pr®sen(j@ of th[3 r&mp md
!

the Gurf:ac8 riglt-ofc=m&y together with th6 unUghtly, noirjy opcrations "tumid com=F

,

! pleteZy deUroy the valu® of th6 parkway for park or r@ere&ticn&l pu.rpo80ab Itwould act. &8 a blight or all the proµrty &lonE Mount Aubum Stmet 1ror,ting or
tha river &nd would be extr6m81y U'Cr i..mentajl to tho Stilhne-a Xnfirmry and the

.
C&Erabr iae® Hogpitalo i'ha coinpletion of thia construction would ahiiost sur'31y prevent
the logicU Bxter,.8ion of Wemorial Drive upstremn through the peu"kvvay and around thc

' ri var to Fd&tertcvm &nd (jom?licj&to the corstruction of a br i.dge &t Gerry's Ltmd itig,
, / 'both Qr µihieh 1?.&¶'0 been propoged for me,ny years,, These prcposdla are inc luUd. in

' the poet'atar parkway progmm for th6 Metropolitem Di8tricjto
,

P

\

So far &8 providing new rapid tr,anait 8ervi(je to c&Mt[ria€% this route 18 rE
no vUue 8 ince it: rerely 8kirt8 th6 edge of the City md thett p&s£g23 t'hr(jual pm"kmy P

Mjaoent only to the Mount Auburn. &nd.Calnbridge cemeteriem The route 18 extremely
rcireuitou8 anti 8Grves no populUion between Mrvard Sqnare end East WeterMm,

,'
"

·
" /

Altuurne-te E.outes and Terminal S ites .Propos'Ml by CamibridCe n&nninZBoard '

_ - — - .. ..r . .=. . .,. , , . . . .-. , . .. . , ,

,.-.
'" -. '. ' ··' ·' ' '· · · : ·: f¶mmwm

/Tha Cambridj;p Plaining Bo&rd has givoxi considerable 8tudy "go the propQEa
extcm 1oa q[ t 12?3 rapid tranait &ruu recomnGnd3 tN (jonsidGratio2 of 8\3v6r&l alt errjat@

,
CaubUAge route3, all of whioh appc3l&r tc' be more dir(3¢jt aM at tM Sl2!ii6 time provide ,.bo'Ct(jjr &ervi(3e for C&uibridg®o Th0 ehoi(j6' of which Cmbridgc route is adopted will

'"

depend to a l&rg'3 extmt upon thg) ioeation of the tr&n&f(: :.' £ermiRalb and'the ZocjatioA
cjf the trandbr terminal will in turn bis detemined by th(3 ultimte 8chen!e adoptM
for 8ervin€ Arlington, Lexirigton, Bdlmont, W&tgrtom1 &nla mlth&mo TMrMore, wg

, propoee tha coR8iaer&tion of Ho general meas fbr the 1ooUion of the tromfor ter=minaL,
t

The first ar6& dssigrw.Md on the plan &a Schem A and calleN the Rindg8 Avgmag
MrminU, lie8 immdiUUy north of th6' B & M tracks and s8st of t!7® Alewifb Brookp&rkmyo ?hi8 &t88 would be the logical location for a termine1 if the r&pid tranUtextenUon 18 tCj US6' either tho Arlington Brancth or the Centra? Masm, Divisima of th®
B & M or both in tM forin of & loopo The 8ec(jnd &r®a dmignated on the pjar &8
Schmo B, md called the Concord Avenua Terminal, lice iimMiately 3opAth of the

,

t

T a
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' B a M "bhac:k8 &Rd west of the Alewife Brook Parkway &nd would 'b$ the 1ogioal 1ocj&=

S' tion for & terminal if tho rapid tran8it extens,ion 18 to u88 a Qombin&tion of this
)e, Arlington .Br8yu3h and the Watertcmn Brmich of the B &\ B! which would &18q 7n&ke pomi-
:" ' ble & loop ip®rationo
4j ,
'e' "'" " " '

.i,. Two Utermto rout€8 through Cambridge &r® prcmosed &5 &ppr?&ches to each
·C; of these &r(3ag36 Rcute I and 3A are poss ible approacihos to tho R1ndgG Avenue Terminal
';: while routes 2 &nd 3B aro pcmible approadim to the Concord Avenue TarmimL
-'g' "

': Proposed Rout6 NOe, I
'

' ';,µ· b· ,

',,
,

" Propcaa1 No,, 1 would involve tM ®xtemion of the subF?E,y northward under 1dass=

:i,?' achueetts Avcnue to Porter SQu&r@, coming to the surf&c0 on th6 nortMrly 3id0 of t,he ,/

j:' Fitchburg Division of the Boston end Maine tracks, following th8 B & ?/1 right·>©f=w&y
€ji' to the AJ.emife Brook Parkmy, and thence to & terminal imm.adiately MyoM in t:lG
"g" tri&ngul&r &re& (Sch8m'31 A) lying botween the p&rkmy, the cBntru M&ss O and the
.,'"-

. Fitch'bure Divi8 1ore$ of the Boston and M&iri®o The) righHof-way north of the Fitoh=
':"

burg Divisioa for much of.' itg lengeh 18 but lightly Uvelopsd, with 8c)&tter6d rel8i= '

'K I

:'[ ,
-. denoe md only two coal emd cok6 shed8c, Th@r6 &ppears tc b6 adequato roam Rot only

§

i' , for th@ necesmry tramit tmcks but aieo for an arterial highway which is ncc®ssary
,"1)

&8 e.n oxtenU on of the Cone ord Turnpike 't cmrd Bo3tono Such a higMety haB Uready
"' t"

't;
, tmn propemQ by th6 PlannZng Bc&ra in tis report on major thorQughj:&rE!m, At tho

C: Rindy Avc!1ug Terminal a transfer Bt&tiorA would be develloped µmitting the tran6ror
'if

, of p&83en¥'r8 frcei the high 1ove1 platform cam of the subway to low 1evsl FCC car8
.j"' , whidi would operate to Arlington and Lexington U& the Wxingtm Branch of' the) BoHon

,
'

'i" &nd Maine &dA to EUmont and Walthmn vi& the Central M&sso right=or-weyo Thi8 sciXu=
K

," tiorj in thG form cit & loop would permit operation from bxington throu@i Arlingtw
,?::- to C&rn'bridg6 and back out to Eelmnt &nd Mltham providing & vary short MU from

-F: ' the)&e point8 ttj the cjonnectic}il with the Cambridbbe6ubw&yo Use of 8uch a locip would
J:' ' pro&ib1y in¢reaa© the mm revenuo pas sewigers over the pro"pOsei1 rCcomondcd in the)
!::' Ccminia sion4 Raport, Milch mrely pro vi dss servia 0 to Arlington ctzid LmngtGno Any
-t.. number of gati8f'actory 8olutiork8 &re posUble f or the des ign of the Rindge ['.vcmue
t: T® rminaL, Eomver, in any d6sien m feel that the terminal should function not only
S; &8 & tr&n8fc)r point and bus tuurmirta1 for 1LocaZ fbedsr 8ervic% but might prefitabILy

j'E-
'

b(3 combinM with ll regional shopping center md & 1amge parkirtg &r0a to 6ervico
.

B
C '',E·", coruiiut er tmftie G

4"" '

,
_/

"m

k't: "'

f^ Proposed Routei iCOQ 2
..., .

1": '

·'."g'

." - TM 8ocK)nd proposal would extmd the Cambridge Subway via Canoord Av0kiuq to'3": ·

", thc A16wifk) Brook Parkmy, coming to the 8urf'&c0 jugt beyond tii® Parkway in the
I, &icoa bouudad by Concord Avenuc, tk6 Akwiife Brook Parkmy and the Fitohburg DiviMon

,,' of the Bg and Mo At thi8 point, & tramhr tGrminu vozAd be built 8imilaT to the
,'-' proposed for Route Noo L permitting tmnMer tcj PCC cars which couhi then opemate
"., tv Lexington via the Lexington Bramh of the Boston and Maiti® Or to Bejlmonii md
,,,'.

, Mltham via tho Contrdl M&8so RcR., or, if fbasible, might 1)0 rout@d over tho
·;:,,, TTatertcm Branch of the Boston and WUnei to VTatertom and VI&lth&mG Tamina1 fac ili=:

"'
. tiea should provick an &d6quata bug station and parking sp&c8 for & l&rge shopping

'?"'

ecmter &8 8ug%3sted in ProposU t'tOjj L
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s " Propo8®d Routes Noo u and SB '

_

- "
,

'
X.

·4 "
- ,

t

a '

t, Route ISQo 3A illustr&t®8 an alternate &pproach to tM Rindge Aw3r\a0 Mnniml
:'

' whi10 Routa 3B il1u8tr&te)s an a1Mmate approach to tM Conoord Avenue !rermiHM.o
)' "

Both mutes would provide for the extenMon of tho Cambridge Subway via G&raen
. .

;, Street, Qomn\g to the surf'&c0 just b0yond WUdem strmo Routa 3A would then
7' follow around the emst side of the cKy pit crcmsing the B & M tmcks by ovGrhe&d
!'

- tressel axad fo1.1ow the north sick Qt th8 right=M=way uli:imtely connecting with
'j;' .

'

the Uxingtm Branoh at the proposM Rindg® Av®rr8 TerminaL Rowt® 3B would foljmf:'q

j, around the south side of the clay pit mid6rpssing the Watertwn Branch of tho B &-M
I:, &'nd tha p&r!may by tupnel, smerEing &gAin to the sur£ac¢3 at the Ccmcord Av'3nu(g Tor-

, mimL, Th(8 terminal fmilities for 0ithgr rowt® would be similm" to tho£e suggegt0d

i,, in ProporuU Noo It md Nco 2 reuup@ctively9
B

;i'

}1
' Compm"isOIl of tM Routes

" "
}1' " "

"-:t,
, . 0

7{: ' Amy of tho A)ovc rautes vooujd be more de8i rablo tk&n th® Mount Auburn Stmet
!"

&na Parkmy route µropo8e(j by th® Comni8sionc Ab may be ob88rved f'ra!n the Hudy of
i,: tho population diUrihrtion map, the8e routes not only permit mora diroot oonnectionvL.··, \';"
a' to the Irexirtgton tmd Central Ma88c tr&ck8 (tshorter by 2 to 2'H M.lm) but provid@

~d: much ij@tto r service for C&lnbridgeo The approximate lej'gth of) 13ubwav aRd a urn(j@
"l " right=of=my tor mch of the variouis route8 ie indic)&ted in thg fbllcming tableo

.
:Z

:-
. Length of V&riou& Route8 from Ekrvard Square to Prcp3sed Termimls

".
$';

'C;.'

.

'

[SuLmy
'

Surface Total ·
?;i

. /
Tmnsit Commis8 ion Routa 2

,
$00 f's . ZD, 000 ft . 22,300 ft.S)""

-

Cambridge Px'oposM Koo 1 5, 600 fto 7 ,000 ftc 12 ,600 ttQ
'S:,CB:", ·

'

,

'I;' Canibrid ge PropotM N(je, 2 9,600 ftc, -= 9,600 ft,n 'tb" X

'7..:.' /W; & :

·':'" Cmbridge Proposmi Nqo 3A 6, 200 fto 4,800 fto n ,000 ft."'4"1. '

E?
,

T',

. C(suiibridg0 Pmposed No. 3B 8 ,000 ftm 3, 800 fte 11,800 ft.
"Si-'

'q"'

.C"," .
.

"'"i,,

+
TM G&rden stmt or concord kvem'.o reutea ectuUZy pa8s UmoNt directly thrcugh

::!

,
k,b$ c®titar rr:f population of th8 northwrn portiori of the Cityc !?urthemore, proviUort '

t

, ,

, of rapid tr&n&S.t facilit ies fo the induM:rial &rea in North C&nibridg€3 uould" &18o m=':',

(0ouraCu the aonUruct Zon of manuEaeturi..n.g plarjtEj in this 'section of 'che Cityot'
..'L

·'1
,.L By th@ ccmstruction of statiom Est Porter Square on Route ?ko X; or at T&ylo!?

:i '

,
Sq u&re on RouM 3A or 3B, or Huron Avonue on Route 2, & major portion oT tti¢j popula-

'i:', tioa of new Ceiabridge arm will 1j® «ithin miking di8tan(ja of the 8ubm.yo Local [0edg!r
'; ', 8ervice to 8Ely of the proposad stops car €&s ily be (hgvelop6d to 8cfv@ th0 balmco ofy

thc &r€&o Of the three route8, the Ccmoord Av@nue om 18 the Ino8t d6'3imb16! from the:

' point of' view of CaDridge population 8ervado Hcmover, both the H&s8&ohusett8 Avenue
&nd th0 Garden Street Rou'tm appear to be chmpor &c&uge of tha 8m&lk r ainount of

"

"j wibmy construction, &nd both w&k® u8e of' the Rindge Avoru0 Grminal, which app6ar8 t61
r

E. '

,!'
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"- k
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IN CITY COUNCIL

June 4, 1945,

WHEREAS:
-
The Cambridge nanninE Board in a communication to

the City Council of Cambridge feel that the proposal by the
Recess Commission of the Legislature for tho extension of the
Harvard Scµjare Rapid Transit MciAities through Cambridge via
Mt. Auburn Street and the Metropolitan rarkway seems to be
detrimental to the interests of the City of Cambridge, and

WHEREAS: -
The Cambridge Planning Board transmitted a brief report

to the City Council indicating its ob jections and proposing:
several possible alternate routes and feel that these alternate
routes should be recommended to the Legislative Recem Commission
for further detailed study, it is therefore
RESOLVED: -

That the alternate routes proposed by the Cambridge pl&nH
ning Boar'd be trammitted to the Legislativ'a Ccnmiission on Rapid
Transit for future st.U@y and in order that the city may be officially
recorded against the present parkway proposal,

City Council
JUN 4 1945

AdoptCd by the affirmUlr'e vote

of

.., .,..
..members

e «

-7uzaiikL.-R /t7(/AA6f CityCle,k
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'> CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
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,

" d

C! " ·.- 4)

"E:z',:":';j°'?°"""

""ANNING BOARD
a^<'t-tjr'

PROF, FREDERICK J. ADAMS, CHAIRMAN I '

[»NFEL-ATBEFem~ 3ECRETXRT

ALDRICH DURANT
J. W. GREER
JOHN F. FERRICK
Justin Hartzog, Secretary /U ,^L'% R

,(

G. Frank Hooker A
James J. Casey June 4, 1"945

To the Honorable
The City Council

Gentlemen:

The proposal by the Recess Commission of the Legislature
for the extension of' the Harvard Square Rapid Transit facilities
throueh Cambridge via Nit. Auburn Street and the Xetropolitan Park-
way seems to the Planning Board to be detrimental to the interests
of' the City of Cmbridge. The Board presents herewith a brief re-
port indicating its objections and proposing several possible alter-
nate routes . Because of the vital importance of this extension, we
believe these alternate routes should be recommended to the Legis-
lative Recess Comnission for further detailed study.

If mcepU'ble to the Council, sueh recommendations should
be transmitted immediately to the Recess Commission in order that they
will 'be available to them for future study and in order that the City
may be officially recorded against the present pqrkway proposal.

.

Very truly yours,

~

<>A'=Frederick J. Mains, Chairman
FjA:B" Cam)ridge Planning Board
Eklc0

y»'·
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