October 21, 1996 . e

Margaret Drury

City Clerk

- City of Cambridge

795 Mass. Ave.
Cambridge, MA 02139

Dear Margaret:

Enclosed is a copy of a letter and petition that I am requesting be placed
on the upcoming City Council agenda. The letter and petition concern
neighborhood opposition to the proposed development of a substandard sized lot
located at 106 Harvey Street, North Cambridge.

As a result of the developer’s attempts to get building permits and
variances to build on this small lot, we are forming a Harvey Street Association
to better voice our concerns with this and other neighborhood issues.

Thank you very much taking care of placing this on the agenda. If there
are any questions, I can be contacted at 864-0146.

102 Harvey Street
Cambridge, MA 02140



86-86 Harvey Street
Cambridge, MA 02140
October 16, 1996

Members of the Board of Zoning Appeal
Cambridge City Hall

795 Massachusetts Avenue

Cambridge, MA 02139

Dear Friends:

We write this letter in support of the Petition we have also signed with regard
to the request for variances of case No. 7327, located at 100-106 Harvey Street.
The variances which the builder has requested involve both the amount of
space between the proposed 20 foot house and the property lines and the
buffer required between proposed parking and the lot line.

It is easy to ignore the intent of zoning regulations by citing code; we choose to
explain our opposition to the builder's request in terms of neighborhood
concerns. The subdivided lot of 100-106 Harvey Street presently occupied by
some lovely fruit trees is not sufficient to support a residence. That is why the
builder is requesting variances regarding the closeness to the property lines.
We think that our residential neighborhood is already dense enough and
squeezing another house into too small a space does nothing to improve the
situation. But more importantly, it adds automobile traffic to a street that is
already used too heavily for such a highly residential area populated with
small children. We have three children in our home and Harvey Street is
already dangerous. Why add to the problem?

The petition states that the applicants are not homeowners with a hardship or
need to expand, but rather developers from outside the city. The builder,
Eamon Fee, appeared at a meeting of the North Cambridge Stabilization
Comnmittee not long ago and requested our support for these variances. He
stated at that meeting that if he did not get approval for this 20 foot, single
family structure, that he would build a 16 foot, two family building and
perhaps rent it! Many of us felt threatened by this approach, which sounded
to us like "support my plans or I'll build something you really won't like." He
also stated at the time that if he could not get the kind of parking he wanted
by obtaining the necessary variances, he would gain access to the property by
means of Montgomery Street (which, if we understand it correctly, would
mean that we would have @#8ditional #raffic on both Montgomery and Harvey
Street rather than just Harvey Street alone).
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There is an ancient maxim that the world weeps when fruit trees are cut
down; in this case, we feel that our neighborhood as a whole would suffer as
well. That our neighbors in the condo abutting 106 Harvey Street gave us
apples from one of the trees which would be cut down is only symbolic of the
real wealth of the neighborhood: our children and the quality of life many of
us relish in North Cambridge. We urge you not only to deny the variances
requested in this case, but to deny permission to build any residential
structure with vehicular access on this lot. It is simply too small; it is not in
the interests of the neighborhood; and it posses additional traffic danger to
children who regularly walk to the playing fields four blocks away.

Sincerely,
Lisa Maisels John J. Prance Phyllis Reichart
Susan E.F.Teshu Robert Dove-McClellan

donBthe [ ok lnefBll—
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' @ Neighbors’ Petition
to Protect Harvey Street

We, the abutters and other concerned neighbors of the lot at 106 Harvey St.,
OPPOSE the issuance of the zoning and building permits needed to build an
oversize house on this small open space.

The applicants are not local homeowners with a legitimate hardship or need to expand.
They are developers from outside the city who seek to shoehorn a structure onto an
inadequate lot without compromising—and without providing the small side yards and
parking aprons legally required to protect our neighborhood from overcrowding and
other hazards. Moreover, they want to eliminate these modest protective buffers even
though their parcel does not meet the reasonable minimum standards for overall lot area
and street frontage normally required for the type of development they have proposed.

We reject the notion that the limited subdivision permit that created this lot nearly a
decade ago now allows the current property owners to put another building on it

“as of right,” without first obtaining explicit waivers of each applicable dimensional
requirement and express relief from the zoning restrictions that specifically ban
construction on substandard lots and on subdivided-and-resold parcels such as this one.

Granting the requested variances would disregard the clear intent of the zoning

regulations and void them unlawfully. We urge the Board of Zoning Appeals to help us
protect the character of our neighborhood by denying the applicants’ petition.
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- % Neighbors’ Petition
to Protect Harvey Street

We, the abutters and other concerned neighbors of the lot at 106 Harvey St.,
OPPOSE the issuance of the zoning and building permits needed to build an
oversize house on this small open space.

The applicants are not local homeowners with a legitimate hardship or need to expand.
They are developers from outside the city who seek to shoehorn a structure onto an
inadequate lot without compromising—and without providing the small side yards and
parking aprons legally required to protect our neighborhood from overcrowding and
other hazards. Moreover, they want to eliminate these modest protective buffers.even
though their parcel does not meet the reasonable minimum standards for overall lot area
and street frontage normally required for the type of development they have proposed.

We reject the notion that the limited subdivision permit that created this lot nearly a

decade ago now allows the current property owners to put another building on it

“as of right,” without first obtaining explicit waivers of each applicable dimensional

requirement and express relief from the zoning restrictions that specifically ban

construction on substandard lots and on subdivided-and-resold parcels such as this one.
*

Granting the requested variances would disregard the clear intent of the zoning

regulations and void them unlawfully. We urge the Board of Zoning Appeals to help us

protect the character of our neighborhood by denying the applicants’ petition.
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- @ Neighbors’ Petition

to Protect Harvey Street

We, the abutters and other concerned neighbors of the lot at 106 Harvey St.,
OPPOSE the issuance of the zoning and building permits needed to build an
oversize house on this small open space.

The applicants are not local homeowners with a legitimate hardship or need to expand.
They are developers from outside the city who seek to shoehorn a structure onto an
inadequate lot without compromising—and without providing the small side yards and
parking aprons legally required to protect our neighborhood from overcrowding and
other hazards. Moreover, they want to eliminate these modest protective buffers even
though their parcel does not meet the reasonable minimum standards for overall lot area
and street frontage normally required for the type of development they have proposed.

We reject the notion that the limited subdivision permit that created this lot nearly a
decade ago now allows the current property owners to put another building on it

“as of right,” without first obtaining explicit waivers of each applicable dimensional
requirement and express relief from the zoning restrictions that specifically ban
construction on substandard lots and on subdivided-and-resold parcels such as this one.

Granting the requested variances would disregard the clear intent of the zoning
regulations and void them unlawfully. We urge the Board of Zoning Appeals to help us
protect the character of our neighborhood by denying the applicants’ petition.
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% Neighbors’ Petition
to Protect Harvey Street

We, the abutters and other concerned neighbors of the lot at 106 Harvey St.,
OPPOSE the issuance of the zoning and building permits needed to build an
oversize house on this small open space.

The applicants are not local homeowners with a legitimate hardship or need to expand.
They are developers from outside the city who seek to shoehorn a structure onto an
inadequate lot without compromising—and without providing the small side yards and
parking aprons legally required to protect our neighborhood from overcrowding and
other hazards. Moreover, they want to eliminate these modest protective buffers even
though their parcel does not meet the reasonable minimum standards for overall lot area
and street frontage normally required for the type of development they have proposed.

We reject the notion that the limited subdivision permit that created this lot nearly a
decade ago now allows the current property owners to put another building on it

“as of right,” without first obtaining explicit waivers of each applicable dimensional
requirement and express relief from the zoning restrictions that specifically ban

construction on substandard lots and on subdivided-and-resold parcels such as this one.
*

Granting the requested variances would disregard the clear intent of the zoning
regulatlons and void them unlawfully. We urge the Board of Zoning Appeals to help us
protect the character of our neighborhood by denying the applicants’ petition.
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 #% Neighbors’ Petition
to Protect Harvey Street

We, the abutters and other concerned neighbors of the lot at 106 Harvey St.,
OPPOSE the issuance of the zoning and building permits needed to build an
oversize house on this small open space.

The applicants are not local homeowners with a legitimate hardship or need to expand.
They are developers from outside the city who seek to shoehorn a structure onto an
inadequate lot without compromising—and without providing the small side yards and
parking aprons legally required to protect our neighborhood from overcrowding and
other hazards. Moreover, they want to eliminate these modest protective buffers even
though their parcel does not meet the reasonable minimum standards for overall lot area
and street frontage normally required for the type of development they have proposed.

We reject the notion that the limited subdivision permit that created this lot nearly a
decade ago now allows the current property owners to put another building on it
“as of right,” without first obtaining explicit waivers of each applicable dimensional
requirement and express relief from the zoning restrictions that specifically ban
construction on substandard lots and on subdivided-and-resold parcels such as this one.

L d
Granting the requested variances would disregard the clear intent of the zoning
regulations and void them unlawfully. We urge the Board of Zoning Appeals to help us -
protect the character of our neighborhood by denying the applicants’ petition.
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- % Neighbors’ Petition
to Protect Harvey Street

We, the abutters and other concerned neighbors of the lot at 106 Harvey St.,
OPPOSE the issuance of the zoning and building permits needed to build an
oversize house on this small open space.

The applicants are not local homeowners with a legitimate hardship or need to expand.
They are developers from outside the city who seek to shoehorn a structure onto an
inadequate lot without compromising—and without providing the small side yards and
parking aprons legally required to protect our neighborhood from overcrowding and
other hazards. Moreover, they want to eliminate these modest protective buffers even
though their parcel does not meet the reasonable minimum standards for overall lot area
and street frontage normally required for the type of development they have proposed.

We reject the notion that the limited subdivision permit that created this lot nearly a
decade ago now allows the current property owners to put another building on it

“as of right,” without first obtaining explicit waivers of each applicable dimensional
requirement and express relief from the zoning restrictions that specifically ban
construction on substandard lots and on subdivided-and-resold parcels such as this one.

Granting the requested variances would disregard the clear intent of the zoning

regulations and void them unlawfully. We urge the Board of Zoning Appeals to help us
protect the character of our neighborhood by denying the applicants’ petition.
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% Neighbors’ Petition

to Protect Harvey Street

We, the abutters and other concerned neighbors of the lot at 106 Harvey St.,
OPPOSE the issuance of the zoning and building permits needed to build an
oversize house on this small open space.

The applicants are not local homeowners with a legitimate hardship or need to expand.
They are developers from outside the city who seek to shoehorn a structure onto an
inadequate lot without compromising—and without providing the small side yards and
parking aprons legally required to protect our neighborhood from overcrowding and
other hazards. Moreover, they want to eliminate these modest protective buffers even
though their parcel does not meet the reasonable minimum standards for overall lot area
and street frontage normally required for the type of development they have proposed.

We reject the notion that the limited subdivision permit that created this lot nearly a
decade ago now allows the current property owners to put another building on it

“as of right,” without first obtaining explicit waivers of each applicable dimensional
requirement and express relief from the zoning restrictions that specifically ban
construction on substandard lots and on subdivided-and-resold parcels such as this one.

»
: Granting the requested variances would disregard the clear intent of the zoning
. Tegulations and void them unlawfully. We urge the Board of Zoning Appeals to help us
protect the character of our neighborhood by denying the applicants’ petition.
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{
Consent Communication #5  <S- 576

Communication was received from Lisa
Gould, et al. transmitting a petition
concerning neighbofhood opposition to
the proposed development. at the premises
numbered 106 Harvey Street.

In City Council October 28, 1996
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