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Ref: Council Order # 13, dated November 25 =2

, 1991
Parking violation received by a resident of Lawn Street
Sir:

Attached is

a copy of the investigation conducted by this
department in reference to Council Order # 13
1991.

dated November 25,

The officer involved in this alleged incident did not violate any
of the rules and reqgulations of this department.

Perry L. Anderson,
Police Commissioner

PLA:smc

copy attached
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ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO
5 WESTERN AVENUE, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139




FROM:

SUBJECT:

P153

CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

POLICE DEPARTMENT
INTEROFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

Lieutenant David DeGou DATE: January 10, 1992
Sergeant Joseph McSweeney - REFERENCE:

Council Onden #13, dated 11/25/92, RE: Parking
VioLation neceived by a nesident of Lawn SZ.

ALLEGATIONS:

On November 19, 1991, Millicent D. Gamache 73 Lawn Street Cambridge
Tele, 876-8218, sent a Letter to the parking clerk regarding a park-
ing violation she believed was given to her for wrong direction
parnking under suspicious circumdiances.

Ms. Gamache believes that she was deliberatley singled out by
O0gficer Guwuy after having an argument with another woman employee
at her place of work. This womans husband 48 a police officer in a
city othen than Cambridge

This woman is alleged Zo have bragged openly about having her husbands -
‘Police "friends" check-out people and ticket individuals who she has

had arguments with. On November 17, 1991 she was tagged after having
a venbal dispute with this woman empLoyee on November 16, 1991 and
would Like this investigated.

Dutowcow Offiser Joy Guny Cambridge Potice

On Friday January 4, 1992 T met Officer Guwwy negarnding this alleged
Ancident. He sitated "on the date and time in question he was doing

a aignal 86 in Concoran Park Housing Area (park and walk, - Listed

on activity sheet) see attached #1. He observed a motorn vehicle
parked on a fire hydrant at 71 Oxford Street at the corner of Oxfornd
and Lauwn Street, upon Looking acnoss the intern section he observed

the car in question parked in the wiong direction and tagged this
moten vehicle. Then continued walking through the housing development.

Officen Gurry stated "He did not see any other moton vehicles in vio-
Lation, non does he know the ownerns of eithern vehicles tagged or have
any knowledge of the unknown person(s) complainant referred to in hen
Letten". (P650 Attached #2)



Interwview: MLLicent Gamache,

T met with Ms. Gamache Saturday, Januarny 4, 1992, at 6:20PM at
her home, She was plLeasant, sincere and frustrated. 1In thinking
it was more than a coincidende that on November 16, 1991, she had
a disagreement and the next day Novemben 17, 1991, she received
a parking ticket. :

1 nequested the name, address and place of work of this unscrupu-
Lows woman mentioned in hen Lettern, who 45 alleged to manipulate
police officers who are griends of her police officer husband.

Ms Gamache stated "She was only internested if other moton vehicles
wene tagged this night" but was umwilling to give me the informa-
tion 1 needed %o continue this investigation. 1 infommed her that
T would get back to hern aften 1 checked with the thaffic department
compté,te/‘é reganding the othen panking tickets in 0fficen Guiry's
Zag:book.

- Second Interview: MLLIcent Gamache

Monday January 6, 1992, at 7:30PM, at the home of Ms. Gamache. At
Zhis meeting she was shown a computer printout grom the Traffic
Department that clearly indicated that prion to her moton vehicle
being tagged a can directly acrnoss the strneet at 71 Oxfornd Street .
was tagged fon parking on a Fire Hydrant. ~(see attached #3) -

I made it perfectly clear that the Cambridge Police Department:
would not tolerate any unprofessional conduct by its officers.
Furnthermore, any arnbitrary, capricious, abuse of discretion could
result in a Civil Rights Violation forn any Police Officer who unden
colon of Law abuses his police powers.

Ms. Gamache stated "She was happy with the investigation in Learning
she was not the only person tagged this night", but was stilL un-
willing Lo give the name of the woman who was alleged to be behind
this act, and requested no further action be taken and apologized
gor any inconvience.

Finding: Cleared

This investigation clearly shows that the complained of act did not
occun, that the issuing of this parking ticket did not constitute

any violation of policy, ondens on Law. Ms Gamache admitted in hen
complaint Letten that she was in violation. After she was shoun doc-
umented proof that another moton vehicle was tagged across the sitreef,
she nealized that her car was not signled out and requested no 6U)l/thQ/L
action be taken. The only conclusion that can be drnawn from the at-
tached facts 48 that 0fficern Jay Gwuy acted prgperly and the complaint
L5 unfounded.

Respectiully »submotted
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IN CITY COUNCIL " J

November 25, 1991

COUNCILLOR DUEHAY
COUNCILLOR MYERS

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to investigate the problem
mentioned in the attached letter and to report back to the City Council within
two weeks. .

\

iv;; "
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In City Council November 25, 1991.
Adopted by the affirmative vote of eight members.
Attest:- John E. Flynn, Deputy City Clerk.

A true copy; j:QD c ,Q,Q\(-:D

ATTEST:-

John E. Flynn, Deputy City Clerk
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Novempecr 19. 1991

Packing Cleck

CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

P.0. Box 2004

Cambridge, MA 02139-9113

RE: Violation $06877206-0/Wrond Dicection Packing

Dear Sic(s) oc Madam(s):

I am wciting in response to 3 packing violation, a copy
of which isvgnclosed, that I ceceived on Sunday niaht.
Novempber 17, 1991 cthat I am disputing because I feel I

-a .

ceceived the ticket@ndec vary suspicious ciccumstances which
I will explain in chis lect.er, as follows:

I have lived at 73 Lawn Street in Cambcidae foc six (6)
years. In the enticre time that I nave lived there, it has
been common pcactice forc everyone who lives on this sctreet co
park in the wcond direction at one time ot anothecr. Since
there acre almost no driveways on the street, with the
.. exception of one oc two. chere are close to twenty (20) c©o

twency-five (25) cacs at any given time parked on the street.
of chose 25 cacs, -approximately nalf ace packed in the wrong
direction at any given cime of the day of night. I am
assuming this is because we live on a very quiet side street
with lictle traffic othec than local traffic. I have NEVER
and 1 repeat, NEVER, seen anyone ticketed forc this pa:cicular
violation. NEVER!!

That's the ficst suspicious factor to this incident.
Secondly, I have NEVER seen o¢ heard of police officers
nanding out packing tickets ac night in this acea. The acea
is usually patrolled by Metec Maids ducing daylight houts.
Thac's number two. Thirdly, upon findina the ticket stuck To
my passengecr side window at 10:55 om, (30 minutes lacec), I
walked down the stceet and acound the block and I counted
nine (9) cars on my street and an additional six (6) cacs
around the block, packed 1in the wcong direction!! NOT one
single car had a ticket except mine.

Continued . . .
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CITY OFP CAMBRIDGE/Packing CLeck
November 19, 1991

Violation $#06877206-0

Page Two

So far, what we have hece is a one time random gol;ce
officer, picking a one time candom evening, to give just one
candom cac a packing ticket. AnY other time., a person would
have to think it was just “bad luck®. Not so this tine. I
know that focr suce and I'll explain why.

1 wock with a woman and have wocked with nec foc
aporoximactely ten (10) yeacs. She is maccied to a po 1cCe
officer in a nearby town. She and het nusband do not live
noc work in Cambcidge, but as I said her huspand does work,
as a police officer,~jn a“ngarpy town. She has ocaaged
openly to us at wock, that slie will ask fciends of hec
husband's to “check out® and pechaps ticket people who snhe
has had disputes with. Well, yes, you guessed it. She and I
had a very small vecpal dispute on Saturday night, Novembec
16, 1991, just one night pcioc TO this suspicious, ficst-time
ticket. There was no physical assault, no pecrsonal injgry:
just a small vecrbal alteccation that lasted .about TwoO minutes
and sucpcrise, surprise, Sunday nignt, the VERY next niaht, I
.ceceived a ticket undec the circumstances I have alceady
described.

Now, I cealize you arce probably thinking that I am going
to gcééc lengths to get out of paying a parking ticket and I
an. But only pecause I KNOW, without a doubt, that I was
ticketed ONLY because I had a disagreement with the wcong
oecson. ILf I have to Dpay tnis ticket, so be it. I nave
always been a law abidind citizen with very few tickets of
any kind, which I have paid promotly and I am outcaged to
be the victim of these KGB tactics.

If you don't believe my STOCY, and yes, I know I can't
pcove it, I hope you will at least have enoudh mocals Or
enough faith in the democratic Systed to pull this officec
aside and ask why he/she crandomly picked Sunday night tO
candomly ticket one cac out of over fifteen (15) cars in the
area when it is not the practise of the Cambridage police, but
cachec the daytime Cambridge Meter Maids to pecform this
cask. If you do not, I will know that such tactics are
condoned by supecioc officers, making this a much @moOce tcaglc
sctace of affaics than I could ever dceam of.

Continued . . .
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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE/Parking Cleck
Novemper 19, 1991

Violation $#06877206-0

Paae Three

Whac is ceally scacy about all this, is not just that ic
ceminds me of the hocrocr stocies I grevw up with about
people in communist countries that speak out and then
disappear forever. The really scacy pacrt is that a police
officer who's salacy is paid foc with MY tax monev, not this
woman's, would allow himself/herself to Decome involved in
someone else's petty disputes. Now, that's scacy'! Reminds
me of when I was in hiah school oc junioc nigh sclooll!

I look forward to youc cesponse. I place my faltecina
tcust in our law enfocceqcpc,ocganization in youc hands.
iy, 222

Sincerely,

s Dok

Millicent D. Gamache
73 Lawn Street
Cambcidae, MA 02138

.. ~

MDG :mg

Enclosurce:

CC:Commissionec Tercy Andecson, Jc., Cambcidge Police Dept.
Campbcidge City Counselocs, at lacge
Campridge State Repcesentative, Charles Flahecty
Cambcidge State Senatoc, Michael Barrectt

P.S. Tne parking situacion 1is parallel parking on my stceet
and the cars parked in front of me and behind me were both
pacrked in the exact same direction that I was. They did NOT
have tickets!
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. c COMMENTSs
Dﬂ}!er Zone' mnd 2 $10 0 E1 No Stopping $1S
Os2 overtime s10{0J €2 Bus Stop $15
D B6 Not in Meter Space  $10 D €3 Double Stopping $1S
0 B7 Over 111, from Curb  $10 O €4 Within Intersection  $15

D 88 Snow Emer. Local St.$10
' : $15

NCS Wrong Direction

$15
O D1 No Standing Area $15

0O 02 oriveway. Alley

Obstructed $15
0O o3 within 20 1. of
Intersection $15

D D4 Less than 10 it. from

Lane $15

D 05 Tax! Sianc $15
Oc7 sireet Cleaning.'Snow
Removal $15

D €5 Bus Stopping other than
Bus Stop $15

Oes satety Zonenistand  ~ $15

€9 Resident Permit Only $15

[ €10 Snow Emerg.
Main St $S

O €11 Hydrant within 10 ft. $25
O £12 Crosswalk $15
O €13 sidewalk $15
O G1 HP/OV Parking Only $50
O G2 Handicap Ramp $0
Oerz otner

S

o

Prace chech 01 money (v0er. peveble 10 the

PM 11 payment Is made sfer X1 Geys, (e 1)

0Ave100e 3nG Mad wrivi. 21 0ays Of 3A 2utNOHITEO DErION May Ding IMws IiCaet 3NG DaY-
ment 10 Paraing Volator, Bureau, ST 1nman Sueet, Camdiiage. MA Darween 9 00 AM-4-00

Parxing Clerk, Cliy of Cambriage. n this

ne te InCreased

- -

- w ev er o e ee -

PLEASE PEEL FF TAPE AND FOLD FLAP TO SEAL ENVELOPE.

e mm e ame ces e e




CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
CAMBRIDGE. MASSACHUSETTS 02139
TeL 349-4300
Fax.349-4307
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
ROBERT W. HEALY
City Manager

RICHARD C. ROSSI
Deputy City Manager

January 27, 1992

To The Honorable, The City Council:
Please find attached a response to Awaiting Report Item No. 17, regarding a parking

violatidg received by a Cambridge resident, received from Perry L. Anderson, Police
Commissioner, relative to this issue.

Very truly yours

Robert W. Healy
City Manager

RWH/mev
attachment

100% Recycled Paper




" parking violation

CONSENT

% em Wo. ‘17 regarding a
ecejved bygﬁ Cambridge

Awaiting Report

resident.

In City Council,

January 27, 1992

Alaeed mﬂ&/






