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Save the MDC

wo bills that would negatively impact
open space preservation are currently
before the Legislature. These bills would
transfer control of parkways and parklands in
the metropolitan Boston area from the
Metropolitan District Commission to other
government agencies.
Senate bill 628 would transfer MDC park-

ways, including” Storrow Drive and Memorial

Drive, to the Massachusetts Highway
Department. These parkways, consisting of 152

~miles of tree-lined corridors, serve as continuous,

green boulevards that provide scenic routes
throughout the metropolitan area.

Transferring the parkways to the Highway
"Department would potentially subject them to
state and federal highway regulations and open

them to trucks and high-speed traffic. Moreover,_

Massnghway would
gain unprecedented au-
thority to replace them
with new expressways,
which could result in the

parkway system.

- If this occurred; trees;
shrubbery and grass along
these scenic thoroughfares
would be uprooted to-
make room for asphalt
«and traffic., Recreationil

‘the green space bordering
the parkway would be eliminated. No one wants
to jog alongside a freeway '

MassHighiway insists-that it will -preserve
- the parkways? character and'not subject them
- to federal and state highway regulations if S.
628 is passed However, the department’s pre-

sent intentions can chiange. Defeating S. 628 is

the best way to ensure that the parkways stay -

as they are.

" 'S. 629 would transfer the MDC’s parklands
to the Department of Environmental Manage-
ment, which administers all state: parks outside
the MDC system. Designed by landscapé archi-

‘the end of the nineteenth century, the MDC
parklands form the ,_vetropohta arks System,
the nation’s first reglonal open-space system for

' ,--amodemcxty ,
| Created as 3 1 ‘agamst urbanization,
the MDC parldan éct greenspace from

" Revere to Wollaston Beack,. -with the Charles

The Legislature must
find a way to provide
the resources the MDC
needs to maintain its

parks and parkways

- adequately.

River Basin and the Esplanade serving as the
grand centerpiece. These historic parklands offer
open spaces for joggers, walkers, bicyclists,
roller-bladers, skateboarders and sunbathers.

Under the MDC, these parklands receive spe-
cial attention. This would be jeopardized if they
were incorporated into the DEM system as they
would be directly competing with other state

parks for the agency’s resources. -

There is no question that the MDC has suf-
fered from chronic underfunding and ineffective
management. As a result, the MDC’ parklands
are not in the condition they should be.

- However, DEM parks have also suffered from
a lack of funding. Unfortunately, whenever bud-
getary constraints exist, parks fall victim to more
pressing needs, such as education, health care
and housing. Transferring the MDC's parks to

DEM will not alter this
fiscal reality. Nor is there
anything magical about a
transfer that will guaran-
tee improved management
of the MDC’s parks. _
We should reject a
superficial attempt to ad-
dress the MDC'’s problems
“through bureaucratic re- .
shuffling. Instead, the Le-
gislature must find a way
to provide the resources
the MDC needs to main-’
tain its parks and park-
ways: adequately Acting Governor Jane Swift
should make the appomtment of an effective .
manager with parks experience to run the'agency
a priority if, as expected, Commissioner David. .
Balfour resigns his post later this year. -~ =
Many open-space advocates strongly

oppose S. 628 and 629, including the Alliance |

of Boston Neighborhoods, the Boston
GreenSpace Alliance, the Boston Preservation
Alliance; the ‘Charles River Conservancy, the -
Charles River Watershed Association, the
Environmental League of Massachusetts, the -

" Esplanade Association,the Massachusetts |
tects Frederick Law Olmsted and Charles Eliot at

Audubon  Society, the ‘Massachusetts  Sierra’
Club and the Metropolitan Park Council. =
A decision on thiese bills is still pending in

committee. Although the Senate recently re]ectedf' Al

a budget amiiendment similar to these bﬂls, we'

must remain vigilant to defeat all atteniipts-to . |

strip the parkways and parklands from the."
MDCs jurisdiction. -
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July 3, 2001
D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk
Office of the City Clerk
Cambridge City Hall

795 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA 02139

Dear Ms. Drury:

Thank you for your letter concerning the Cambridge City Council’s resolution to
oppose Senate bill 628, “An act to transfer ownership and control of Metropolitan District
Commission roadways and boulevards to the Department of nghways” and Senate bill
628, “An act to transfer ownership of Metropolitan District Comm1ssmn parks and open
space to the Departrent of Environmental Management.”

You will be pleased to know that I strongly oppose these bills and that I testified
against them at a public hearing held by the Legislature’s Joint Committee on Housing
and Urban Development on May 30. I am enclosing a column that I recently wrote for
The Beacon Hill Times that explains my opposition to S. 628 and S. 629.

S. 628 and S. 629 were recently placed into a study. This means that these bills
will most likely not come before the House for a vote. this legislativ:<term.

Please convey this information to the members of the City Council. Thank you.
Sincerely,

MC.BﬂW

Paul C. Demakis
State Representative
8th Suffolk District

Enclosure




Communication #6

A communication was received
from Representative Paul C.
Demakis, regarding Senate bill 628,
“An Act to transfer ownership and
control of Metropolitan District
Commission roadways and
boulevards to the Department of
Highways and Senate bill 629, “An
Act to transfer ownership of
Metropolitan District Commission
parks and open space to the
Department of Environmental
Management.”

In City Council July 30, 2001
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