RECEIVED BY
JEFICE OF CITY CLERE

MOTION FOFEBE,:@NS@E_,F&AWOW@UBMITTED BY COUNCILIOR _Danehy

CAMBRIDGE, MASS.

February 10, 1976

Date
Councillor Danehy notified the City Clerk of his intention to move
reconsideration of the vote of the City Council en February 9, 1976 on
Calendar item #8, the same being the proposed acquisition aﬁd development

‘of the Riverside Press Site, consisting of L4.23 acres.
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RoPES & GRAY
225 FRANKLIN STREET
BOSTON 0O2Il0

cABLE ADDRESS 'ROPGRALOR" : ' AREA CODE 617 423-6100

January 28, 1976

‘James Farrell, Assistant City Manager

City Hall )
795 Massachusetts Avenue (
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Mr. Farrell:

Enclosed in accordance with our discussions is a suggested
form of loan order in connection with the Riverside Press site
land acquisition and development, as we now understand the
project.

Please let us know if you have questions or comments
concerning the enclosed draft or any other matters relating

- to the financing.

Very truly yours,

Henry . Hall, Jr.
HIH,JR:sr
Encl.




CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
(Land Acquisition and Development - Riverside Press Sité)

ORDERED: That the sum of $2,587,000 be and hereby is
appropriated for the acquisition, by purchase, by eminent
domain or otherwise, of certain land for conservation purposes
to be managed and controlled by the Cambridge Conservation
Commission, being the former Riverside Press site comprising

. approximately 185,142 square feet of land on Memorial Drive,

River Street, Blackstone Street and Albro Street, numbered
825-849 Memorial Drive, that to raise such appropriation,

the City Treasurer with the approval of the City Manager, is
hereby authorized to borrow the sum of $2,587,000, or such
lesser sum as may be required for such acquisition, at one time
or from time to time bursuant to Chapter 44, Sections 7 and, if
applicable, 8C, of the General Laws as amended and to issue bonds
or notes of the City therefor and that the City Manager be and
hereby is authorized to apply for and accept any Federal and
State aid that may be available as a contribution or reimbursement
‘toward the cost of such acquisition, it being presently estimated

~that the net cost to the City thereof should not exceed $l,E§ﬂ,OOO.

v - FURTHER ORDERED: That the sum of $1,000,000 be and hereby

- 1s appropriated for a useful public works project in cooperation
with the Federal Government consisting of the development of the

- former Riverside Press property, that to raise such appropriation,
the City Treasurer with the approval of the City Manager is .
- hereby authorized to borrow the sum of $l,OO0,000, or such lesser
- Sum as may be required for such purpose, at one time or from

time to time pursuant to Chapter 74 of the Acts of 1945 as
amended and to issue bonds or notes of the City therefor, and
that the City Manager be and hereby is authorized to apply for
and accept any Federal and State aid that may be available

as a contribution or reimbursement toward the cost of such
project, ' ’ : _ :
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Ve, *he under51gneh rongly support the Riverfront Park and belleve

that the City should adquire the land at the Riverside Press gite,

' } - . Address
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. We, the undersigned, strongly support the RLVELLIEHE —<-™ =7 7=

the @ity @f Cambridge to acquire the Riverside Press land.

\

Name g ~ A: . 3 Address /

\Om\;.mmr',umn—"




[y

We, the undersigned, strongly support the Riverfront Park
and believe that the City should scquire the land at the
Riverside Press site.

Namé and Addressf

?
{

3
:
%

8, ) ‘.
~53’£241171nﬁ71ﬂ’7 3] %%jALéﬁﬁiZig

| '741*'}5n. | 7f¥jL(L \Df C}ﬂgthn/nif%ﬁ |

S5 | "
o gl LML

v hirdnsAt Vi ; M nk o ’491?57
11. /fééﬂbmvriﬁgzjﬁ“jéLéy /4; <fa 69. CZV( AQHﬁa¢»04,
54 %4/}/**/}/ 329 /)l’df/ 57;‘\/

12. DA % Camb. MA. o2isg
3&@" Cfingzocn/

‘13*/%/%,%4 N,



We, the undersigned, strongly support the Riverfront Psrk
and believe that the City should acquire the land at the
Riyerside Press site,

Name and address
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We, the undersigned, strongly support the Riverfront
Park and believe that the City should acquire the land

at the Riverside P ress site,

Name and address
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We‘g the undersigned, stmzigly support the Riverfront Park and believe

that the City should acquire the land at the Riverside Press site,

 Name © . Address
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We, the ander81vned, stron*ly support the nurchase by -the Clty
of Cambridge of the Riverside Press site at River. St. and hem—.
orial Drlve for a park and recreat1on area.
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- We, the undersigned, strongly support the Riverfront Park and believe

__that the City shpulé acquire the land at the Riverside Press site.
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o 'l#e‘,fthef‘ ‘aﬁdersig!ied: stmnglyﬁ éﬁpp@rﬁ ‘the Riverfront Park aﬁc‘i Seei‘iave'_
 that the City should acquire the land at the Riverside Press site.
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We, the undersigned, strongly support the Riverfront Park, and
believe that the City of Cambridge should acquire the land at the

Riverside Press site for this purpose.
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*Vc. ﬂu undarsigned ctmngly wpport the Rivarfront Park and believe
o that t&a City ahould acquire thc Land at tha Riverside Press site., ,
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: Vex, the unders1gned, stro

yj['-the Clty of Cambrldge to

‘ .
ngly support the Rlverfront Park and urge

acqulre the Rlver31de Press land.
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U Ne, the‘ﬁndersigned; stroﬁgly support the Riverfront Park

 ?§fv and believe that the City should acquire the 1and at the
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Riverside Press site.‘ 
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“ ';'1'39, the undersizned, strongly support the Riverfront Park
" and believe that the City should acauire the land at the

;"”fvaiverside Press site.
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‘we, the undersigned strongly eupport the Rlverfront

Park and believe that the 01ty should acouire the land

at the Riverside P ress site.u

. Name and address
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_ ' Vq’,"‘the .nnasraigmd, strongly mpporf the Riverfront Park and believe
. that the city should acquire the»;iand at tha River.side Press site,
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We, the ander31ﬁned. stronhly support the Durchase by the City
of Cambridge of the Riverside Presg site at River St. and Nem=-
orlal Drlve for a park and recreatlon arda.
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Ve, the undersigned, amagly‘ ﬁapébrt the Rivaxfmnt»?ark and believe .
-~ that the City ehould acquire the land at the Riverside Presa site.
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- We, the undersigned, strqngly%support the Riverfront Park, and

5Elieve that the City of Cambridge should acquire thenland at the

Rlver31de Press site for thls purpose - ' E
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8ambridge, Mass.,
ﬂd March5,1976,

Dear Mr, Clinton,

We the un ereigned urge you to please support the

proposal for the park on the Riverside Press site.

We are sure that a park on that gite will bring

much pleasure to many of us 3 it will also beautify the area
somewhat and reduce the factory and fraight shipping appearance

 alongthe river front,
We thank you so much for your aupport,
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308 Memorial Dr,
12 Memorial Dr,
8ambridge, Mass,

March5,1976,

Dear Mr, Clinton, N
We the undersigned urge you to please support the
Proposal for the park on the Riverside Press site,

We are sure that a park on that site will bring

much pleasure to many of us 3 it will also beautify the area
somewhat and reduce the factory and freight shipping appearance

alongthe river front,
We thank you so much for your aupport,




M ID-CAM BRIDGE  Neighborhood Association

1 Corliss Place, Cambridge Massachusetts 02139, 864-9596

17 March 1976
To the Honorable City Council of Cambr{dge Massachusetts:

The Mid-Cambridge Naighborhood Association Executive Committee urges the

City Council to act favorably on the Riverside Press site park. even though
2million dollars seems like alot-cf money. ., -

There is a substantial Tack of recreation space in the eastern part of the
City which this park will help to alleviate. We support a .program of
acquisition and development of park sites'in the eastem part of the city
where the need is greatest and hope that this park will be the first

of a reqular prbgram of increasing recreation space in Cambridge.

We also feel that this site is eSpecia]]y important because of its
riverfront location and because it can link up park areas at Magazine
Beach with the area around Larz Anderson Bridge.

We believe that the city should encourage tax-producing revenue on other
vacant sites, such as in Harvard Square and Kendall Square, where development

is desireable and welcomed by the community, rather than on the Riverside
Press site where the neighborhood wants and needs recreation space.

Joan Lorentz, Presiding Officer
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The Riverside Neohoo is seely lacking in
having only 12.9 acres as compared
,i PRI __-“' f)

The Cambridgeport Neighborood has only 25.7 acres

o open space, as compared with a national standard of 91

#llbcres, and
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fpersons living in other nelghborhoods in the eastern half of
thg city where there is an extreme shortage of open space,

WHEREAS‘:

The Riverside Press site represents one of the few

_large, vacant, and available parcels in a populated area in

the eastern half of the city, and

WHERFEAS:

The most likely alternative to open space development
on the Riverside Press site is 600 units of housing which will
further overtax the community facilities in Riverside and
contradict the goal of stabilizing the city's population, and

’ ) o
WHEREAS:

The city has tentatively secured federal and state
grants totalling $1.5 million for the acquisition and develop-

~ment of Riverside Press for open space, therefore

BE IT RESOLVED: That the members of the city-wide
Comprehensive Flanning Advisory Group do hereby urge
the City Council to approve the city's share of funding
for the acquisition of the Riverside Press site for public
open space, ’

Unanimously adopted by the Comprehensive Planning Advisory
Group at the meeting of March 4, 1976, attended by:

William Cavellini (Neigh, 5) Brian Kullman (Neigh. 8)°
Penny Dunning (Neigh. 10) = .  Cornelius McLaughlin (Neigh, 3)
Victoria Glaser (Neigh. 10) Michael Rooney (Neigh. 7)
Chris Hager (Neigh. 6). Francis Spinks (Neigh, 6)
Naomi Isler (Neigh. 9) - Phyllis Stein (Neigh. 10)

Joseph Kelley (Neigh. 9) Anne Williamson (Neigh, 7)

Nancy Kullman (Neigh. 8)



WHEREAS:

The Riverside Neighborhood is severely lacking in
open space resources, havmg only 12.9 acres as compared
with a national standard of 97 acres, and.

WHEREAS:
———— . e

The Cambridgeport Neighborhood has only 25.7 acres
of open space, as compared with a national standard of 91 .
acres, and

WHERFAS:

" The Riverside PressQSite is reasonably accessible to
persons living in other neighborhoods in the eastern half of
the city where there is an extreme shortage of open space, .
and

WHERFEAS:

The Riverside Press site represents one of the few
large, vacant, and available parcels in a populated area in-
the eastern half of the city, and

WHEREAS:

The most likely alternative to open ‘space development
on the Riverside Press site is 600 units of housing which will
further overtax the g:omrnumty facilities in Riverside and
contradict the goal of stabilizing the city's population, and

WHERFEAS:

The city has tentatively secured federal and state
grants totalling $1.5 million for the acquisition and develop-
ment of Riverside Press for open space, therefore

BE IT RESOLVED: That the members of the city-wide
Comprehensive Flanning Advisory Group do hereby urge
the City Council to approve the city's share of funding
for the acquisition of the Riverside Press site for public
open space.

Unanimously adopted by the Comprehensive Planning Advisory
Group at the meeting of March 4, 1976, attended by:

William Cavellini (Neigh, 5) Brian Kullman (Neigh. 8).

Penny Dunning (Neigh. 10) : Cornelius McLaughlin (Neigh, 3)
Victoria Glaser (Neigh. 10) Michael Rooney (Neigh. 7)
Chris Hager (Neigh. 6) j Francis Spinks (Neigh. 6)
Naomi Isler (Neigh. 9) ' '  Phyllis Stein (Neigh. 10)
Joseph Kelley (Neigh. 9) = . Anne Williamson (Neigh. 7)

Nancy Kullman (Neigh. 8)



In The Municipal Council
City of Revere

| \
ORDERED: That, Whereas a request has been made by the School Department
and with the approval of the Mayor for the following taking; this Municipal
Council is of the optnion that public convenience and necessity requires the
taking for school purposes the land and buildings on the southerly junction of
Bennington and Everard Streets as shown on the hereinafter mentioned plan,
and

WHEREAS: - For said school purposes, it is necessary to take by emirent
domain parcels of land hereinafter described, and

WHEREAS: Due notice has been given of the intention of this Council to
take said land and buildings on the southerly junction of Bennington and
Everard Streets hereinafter mentioned as ordered in the manner prescribed
by law as shown by the order of notice in relation thereto ordered by this
i Municipal Council on 1976, o..d adver-
tised in the | a newspaper pub-
lished in the City of Revere on
1976, and by causing the supposed present owners to be notified of a public
hecrlng, and

|
WHEREAS: The public hearing mentioned in said notice has been held at
which time dH interested parties were heard, it is therefore

ORDERED: That the following descrlbed parcels of land with buildings
thereon be and hereby are taken in fee by eminent domain for school purposes
in the City of Revere and that said taking he mcde and laid out under the
provisions of Chapter 79. of the General Laws, Tercentary Edition. The
parcels of lcnd with bunldmgs thereon, so taken are described as follows:

The parcels of land, with buildings thereon. are shown on a plan entitled
"City of Revere Plan of Land To Be Taken for School Purposes, dated
December 9, 1975, Scale 1" = 20", Somerville Engineering, Inc., 400
Highland Avenue, Somerville, McsscchuseHs, Reg. Land Surveyor", to be
recorded with the Suffolk I*:gistry of Deeds and on file in the office of the

City Englneer being bounded and described as follows:

LAND & BUILDINGS FORMERLY CF G &R
ORNAMENTAL IRCN WORKS, INC., A

- MASS, CORP. AND NOW OWNED BY

- VICTQRIOFAZIO - PARCEL A TAKEN IN FEE

A certain parcel of land with buildings thereon, and all improvements,
bushes, trees, if any, located in Revere, Suffolk County, Massachusetts,
shown as Parcel A on a plan entitled "City of Revere Plan of Land To Be
Taken for School Purposes, dated December 9, 1975, by Somerville Engin-
eering, Inc., and being further described as follows: :

-1-
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| Street being sixty~six and 80/100. (66.80) feet from the intersection of

and 00/100 (100.00) feet to a point.

Beginning at a point on the southwesterly side of Everard

Everard Street and Bennington Sfreef

Thence running $42-05-43E by Everard Street one hundred

: Thence turning and running S47-54-17W by land of the
City of Revere one hundred and 00/100 (100.00) feet to a point.

Thence turning and running N42-05-43W by said land of
the City of Revere one hundred and OO/]OO (100.00) feet to a point.

Thence turning and running N47 54~ ]7t by Lot B one
hundred and 00/700 (100.00) feet to the pomt of beginning.

Said parcel containing 10,000 square feet, and being the
same premises described in Book 8674, Page 604 Suffolk Registry of Deeds.

LAND & BUILDING OF HAROLD N. PEARL
PARCEL B TAKEN IN FEE

A certain parcel of land, with buildings thereon, and all
improvements, bushes and trees, if any, located in Revere, Suffolk County,
Massachusetts, shown os Parcel B on a plan entitled "CITY OF REVERE
PLAN OF LAND TO BE TAKEN FOR SCHOOL PURPOSES", dated
December 9, 1975, by SOMERVILLE ENGINEERING, INC., and recorded

herewith, and being further described as follows:

Beginning at the point of intersection of the southwesterly
side of Everard Street with the southeasterly side of Bennington Street.

Thence iunning S42-05-43E by Everard Street sixty=six

and 80/100 (66.60) feet to a point. -

Thence turning and running S47-54-17W by Lot A one
hundred and 00/100 (100.00) feet to a point.

Thence turning and running N42-05-43W by land of the
City of Revere forty-two and 98/100 (42.98) feet to apoint.

Thence turning and running N34-31-30E by Bennington
Street one hundred two and 78/100 (102.78) feet to the point of beginning.

Said parcel containing 5,489 square feef and being the
}premlses described in Book 6482, Page 255 Suffolk Registry of Deeds.




The above-described parcels are shown on the attached plan entitled "City
of Revere Plan of Land To Be Taken for School Purposes. Scale 1" = 20,
dated December 9, 1975, Somerville Engineering, Inc., 400 Highland
Avenue, Somerville, Massachusetts, Reg. Land Surveyor",

Each of said parcels of land is shown on the above-mentioned plan to be
recorded herewith and to which reference may be had for a more particular
description. Said plan is hereby made a part of this Order.

We estimate that the owners of the above-described land sustained damages
to his/her estate by reason of the said taking in said parcels for school

purposes; and do award the sum of  $16, 900.00 for Parcel A
formerly of G & R Crnamental Iron Works, Inc., and now owned by Victorio

Fazio: and the sum of _ $4,500.00 for Parcel B owned by
Harold N. Pearl. .

ORDERED: by the Municipal Council of the City of Revere, Massachusetts,
' 1976, and approved by Mayor

William G. Reinstein.

ATTEST:

~~City Clerk




TO ALL INTERESTED PARTIES: .

At a regular meehng of the City Council on Monday evening

the following action was taken in regard to
the taking by eminent domain for school purposes the land and buildings on
the southerly junction of Bennington and Everard Streets: -

ORDERED: That this Municipal Council is of the opinion that public con-
venience and necessity requires the taking for school purposes the land and
buildings above-mentioned, and

WHEREAS: For said school purposes, it is necessary to take by eminent
domain parcels of land hereinafter described, it is therefore

ORDERED: - That the following described parcels of land with buildings
thereon be and hereby are taken in fee by eminent domain for the purpose
of public use in the City of Revere and that said taking be made and laid
out under the provisions of Chapter 79, of the General Laws, Tercentary
Edition. The parcels of land so taken are described as follows:

The parcels of land are shown on plan entitled: City of Revere Plan of Land
To Be Taken for School Purposes, Scale 1" = 20", dated December 9, 1975,
drawn by Scmerville Engineering, Inc., 400 Highland Avenue, Somerville,
Massachusetts, Reg. Land Surveyors", to be recorded with the Suffolk Registry
of Deeds and on file in the office of the City Engineer, being bounded and
described as follows:

LAND & BUILDINGS FORMERLY OF G &R
CRNAMENTAL IRON, WORKS, INC., A
MASS. CORP., AND NOW OWNED BY
VICTORIO FAZIO - PAKCEL A TAKEN IN FEE

A certain parcel of land with buildings thereon, and all improvement,
bushes and trees, if any, located in Revere, Suffolk County, Massachusetts,
shown as Parcel A on a plan entitled "CITY OF REVERE PLAN OF LAND TO
BE TAKEN FOR SCHOOL PURPOSES", dated December 9, 1975, by

Somerville Engineering, Inc., and being further described as follows:
Beginning at a point on the southwesterly side of Everard

Street being sixty-six and 80/100 (66.80) feet from the intersection of
Everard Street and Bennington Street.

Thence ‘running S42-05-43E by Everard Street one hundred and 00/100
(100.00) feet to a point.

Thence turning and running S47-54-17W by land of the City of Revere
one hundred and 00/100 (100.00) feet to a point.

-1-
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Thence turning and running N42-05-43W by said land of the City of
Revere one hundred and 00/100 (100.00) feet to a poin'r.

Thence turning and running N47-54-17E by Lot B one hundred and OO/'IOO
(100.00) feet to the point of beginning.

Said parcel containing 10,00 sqare feet, and being the
same premises described in Book 8674, Page 604 Suffolk Registry of Deeds

LAND & BUILDING OF
HAROLD N. PEARL
PARCEL B TAKEN IN FEE

A certain parcel of land with buildings thereon, and all
impovements, bushes and trees, if any, located in Revere, Suffolk County,
Massachusetts, shown as Parcel B on a plan entitled "CITY OF REVERE
PLAN OF LAND TO BE TAKEN FOR SCHOOL PURPOSES", dated
December 9, 1975, by SOMERVILLE ENGINEERING, INC., and recorded

herewith, and being further described as follows:

Beginning at the point of intersection of the southwesterly
side of Everard Street with the southeasterly side of Bennington Street.

Thence running S42-05-43E by Everard Street sixty=six
and €3/100 (66.80) feet to a point.

Thence turning and running S47-54-17W by Lot A one
hundred and 00/100 (100.00) feet to a point.

Thence turning and running N42-05-43W by land of the
City of Revere forty-two and 98/100 (42.98) feet to a point.

Thence turning and running N34-31-30E by Benr;mgfon
Street one hundred two and 78/1 Oy (102.78) feet to the point of
beginning.

Said parcel containing 5,489 square feet, and béing the
premises described in Book 6482, Page 255 Suffolk Registry of Deeds.

The above-described parcels are shown on the attached
plan entitled "City of Revere Plan of Land To Be Taken for School
Purposes, Scale 1" = 20', dated December 9, 1975, Somerville Engineer-
ing, Inc., 400 Highland Avenue, Somerville, Massachusetts, Reg. Land
Surveyor".

Each of said parcels of land is shown on the above
mentioned plan to be recorded herewith and to which reference may be
had for a more particular description. Said plan is hereby made a part

of this Order.
-2-




FURTHER ORDERED: That a public hearing to be held before the City

Council on Monday evening

at 8:00 P.M.

same to be advertised in the Revere Journal, a local newspaper in the

City of Revere for three successive weeks; namely

1976, and that the present
owners of said lots be notified by certified mail, return receipt requested,

at which time all interested parties will be heard.

ORDERED: By the City Council on Monday evening

ATTEST:

City Clerk




CITY OF CAMBRIDGE )
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMEN‘T.C - ._

City Hall Annex Inman & Broadway EXTENSION 344
J
To James L. Farrell, Assistant City Manager - for Community Development
- From Alan Zimlicki | | Date  March 18, 1976

‘ Subjeét Ice Rink for the Riversidé Press Site

The proposed council resolution to provide funds for the Riverside Press site
park development was amended to include a skating rink as part of the de-
velopment package, In response to this amendment we have gathered informa-
tion on the following questions:

1. Are ice skating rinks and tennis courts compatible using the same
surface? | '

2. What is the cost of constructing an open air ice skating facility?
‘3. What is the cost of operating an ice skating facility?

4. How will the cost of constructing an ice rink affect the proposed con-.
struction budget? ‘

5. What are the advantages and disadvantages of an open ice rink?

1. Compatibility of Ice Skating Rink and Tennis Courts

Existing construction plans call for four tennis courts, The widths of
these courts would have to be 56 feet, 46 feet, 46 feet and 46 feet for
a total of 194 feet. The length of the courts would be 114 feet. This
would mean that the dimensions required for 4 tennis courts is '
194 feet by 114 feet. This is compatible with the dimensions of an
official size skating rink (200 feet by 85 feet),

In conclusion it seems that the two uses are compatible, Tennis court use
on a smooth concrete surface, if not ideal, is quite acceptable, Brookline
allows tennis on its ice rink area in the summer. The MDC also allows

basketball and other activities on its skating rink surfaces in the summer,

2. Skating Rink Construction Costs

Estimated cost of full size open skating rink (85 feet by 200 feet).
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refrigeration equipment ' $140, 000
concrete slab, dasher boards, etc. 95,000

service building (Manager's office,

toilets, first aid) - 100,000
Zamboni machine 15,000
estimated cost $350, 000

Construction consists of laying pipe in a concrete slab, A brine
solution or glycal solution is refrigerated and pumped through the
pipes freezing a water flooded surface.

. Skating Rink Operations Costs

- The following costs are costs incurred by the Town of Brookline

in operating an official size rink 200 feet by 85 feet and an attached
children®s rink 25 feet by 125 feet. The rink is operated from -
November to March about 100 days. from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. seven
days a week. Brookline shifts men from the golf course to the -
skating rink in the winter.

Staffing: 4 people on two shifts (2 laborers, 2 equipment operators)
1 person selling tickets and ice time

Supervisory personnel as necessary

Maintenance contract for refrigeration equiprhent (responsible for

starting equipment, replacing parts if necessary and shutting down
equipment at seasons end). (MDC pays approximately $5,000 per
rink. )

Brookline's performance budget for its ice rink is $83, 600 pér year,

$64,000-~ Labor Costs

19,600-- Maintenance and Operations

83,600

~-20,000~- Anticipated revenue from user fees

$63, 600

It must be kept in mind that the City's budget would not increase by
$63,600 because men could conceivably be shifted from other duties,
just as Brookline switches golfcourse maintenance personnel to ice

- rink maintenance., This would apply to both -maintenance personnel -



and recreation personnel, Revenue is derived from 25¢ admission
charges, user fees from the Schools and various recreation programs.

Cost Impact of Skating Rink on Projected Project Cost

. The proposed skating rink would cost approximately $350,000. The
tennis courts previously planned would have cost between $80,000 to
$100,000 to build, Since we will build a combined tennis and skating
facility we have an added expense of about $250,000. The proposed
plan would have to be modified to accommodate this cost, but this is
possible within the proposed budget.

. Advantages and Disadvantages of an Open Ice Skating Rink

The most obvious advantage of an open rink is the construction cost
savings. Enclosing a rink could more than double the construction
costs.

The major disadvantage of an open rink is its exposure to the ele-
ments: melting by the sun and the need to remove snow after storms.
Exposure to the elements also makes it more difficult to maintain the
quality of the skating surface and may force shutdown of rink facilities
for 10-20 days a season.
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RIVERSIDE PRESS SITE - PROGRAM NARRATIVE

Project Description

The proposed project consists of the acquisition and development of 4,25 acres |
of land for park and other outdoor recreation purposes to serve the Riverside
and Cambridgeport neighborhoods of Cambridge.

The site, known as the "Riverside Press Site', from its former use, is lo-
cated at River Street and Memorial Drive, across the Drive from the Charles
River, River Street is one of the principal routes into the City, connecting
with Boston across the River via the River Street Bridge. The owners of the
site have cleared it of all structures, '

The Riverside and Cambi’idgeport neighborhoods are two of the oldest neigh-

borhoods in the city and are characterized by high bu11d1ng and trafflc density,
low family incomes, and limited open space. ..

The City of Cambridge's objectives in its plans to acquire and develop the
- Riverside Press Site are as follows:

1. Provide urgently needed open space in two of the neighborhoods
of the ‘city needing it most,

2. Provide a pleasing introduction to the city at one of its major
gateways.

-3, Help close a substantial gap in the parkland along the north bank
of the Charles River.

The planned improvements include park landscaping, a tot lot, tennis courts
and an informal playfield. These improvements are shown in the proposed
site plan and their projected costs are shown in the attached Cost Estimates.

[

Project Justification

The City of Cambridge is located in the Eastern Massachusetts Planning Region,
"Region IV'", as defined in the Massachusetts Outdoor Recreation Plan of
January 1973, Section VI, pages 32-34. It is among the seven municipalities
in this region which have population densities in excess of 10,000 per square
mile. Cambridge's current population density approaches 14,000 persons per
square mile. The City's stock of public open space in relation to population
amounts to about three acres per 1,000 population, less than a third of the
acreage called for under generally accepted national standards. The Riverside




ot

- Benefits and Resultsb

"neighborhood has only one-eighth of the open space it should have under these

standards and the Cambridgeport neighborhood has about one-quarter. This
deficiency will be lgreater still when the 300-unit housing complex nearing com-
pletion on the other side of River Street is fully occupied.
Cambridge manifests various urban recreation problems, a major one being
the imbalance between location of open space and population demand - much -
of Cambridge's available open space is in the less dense western end of the
city; but significant parts of the population having special needs, e.g. the
elderly, the poor, the handicapped, and different ethnic groups are in the

- eastern part of the city., This requisition will be a significant factor toward

remedying this imbalance.

Acquisition and development of the proposed park on the Riverside Press Site
will improve substantially the quantity and quality of public open space serv-
ing the 19,000 residents in the Riverside and Cambridgeport neighborhoods.
This one facility alone will increase the open space in these two neighborhoods
by over 10%. The proposed design will provide a combination of recreation
opportunities currently lacking in the neighborhoods and will encourage use by
all groups in the neighborhood population. It also is expected that the new
park will encourage other recreation activities along this section of the Charles
River, such as bicycling and jogging. Further the park will help the neighbor-
hood residents take better advantage of the scenic amenity that the River
affords, and will help give a sense of continuity and identity with park areas
located further along the riverbank. Finally, being situated in a ‘visible loca-
tion at a major gateway to the city, the park is expected to contribute to a
sense of pride of place among the neighborhood residents.

- Approach

Acquisition and developfnent of this site as a neighborhood park have been
recommended in Cambridge's 1976 Open Space Plan. The project will pro-

~ceed in two stages: Stage I (acquisition) and Stage II (design and construction).

In August, 1974, the City contracted with Sasaki, Dawson, DeMay Associates
for a preliminary master plan for this park., A design contract will be de-
veloped after the land acquisition phase. Several public meetings have been
held by the Comniunity Development Department, along with the Cambridge
Conservation Commission and the consultants to work out with neighborhood
residents proposed development alternatives for the park.

Requisite A-95 approx}al for this projeét was granted by the Metropolitan Area
Planning Council in February 1975, and by the Office of State Planning and =
Management (State Clearinghouse) December 1975. Appraisals of the proper-



ty were made in the summer and fall of 1974 and summer of 1975, in
accordance with the Uniform Relocation and Assistance and Real Property
Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, The site is cleared. The printing press
that occupied the site was removed several years ago by the owners of the
parcel. :

No relocatlon of re31dents or businesses will be required for the prOJect
“and closing costs, as cited in budget, will be small.

It is expected that acquisition of the property will be completed by June 1976.

A landscape architect will'be selected in late Sprlng,, 1976 with des1gns and
- plans ready for construction by late Fall, 1976

Development of the site should then proceed in late Fall 1976, or more likely
Spring, 1977, and be completed by Summer of 1977, Construction will be
supervised by the architect, the Cambridge Community Development Depart-
ment, the Public Works Department and the Cambrldge Conservatlon Com-
mission,

Since we are receiving funding from the State Self-Help fund, established to
acquire land for conservation purposes, the Conservation Commission will
‘maintain control and responsibility for the use of the site, but will delegate
~ maintenance to the Public Works Department by written agreement.
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This Thursday evening, the Citv

Council will vote on a recreation
park for the old Riverside Press
site (on the river at River Street
and Memorial Drive).

The park needs the support of 1
more councilor - without a 6th vote,
Cambridre will lose U4 1/UL acres of
onen space on the river for:

1. Refulation onen air ice hockev
and ice skating

2. Little learue practice, football

3. Tennis

L, Mmyiet sittine areas

And Cambridee will lose a Federal
contribution of %1,500,000 to
match $1.6 mlllion from the City.

The community will lose its only N

chance for a 1link to the river.

We lmow of only one potential
develoner - he proposes two 2L
storv towers of luxurv or subsi-
dized housing. He has no finan-

cing.

This recreation park will benefit
everybodv who enjovs ice hockev,
ice skating, tennis or just sitting
bv the river.

Call your city councilors bhefore
Thursday evening and tell them you
favor a recreation park on the site:

Rarbara Ackermann
David Clem

Daniel Clinton-
Thomas Nanehy
Francis Duehay
Saundra Graham
Leonard Russell
Valter Sfullivan
Alfred Vellucci

Riverside/Cambridgeport Community Corp.

87A-262Q
€61-2973
864-0211
354-5551
547-0271
868-8366
86L-8777
864-0554
354-7809
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WHAT WILL THE PARK COST? Cambridge will issue bonds for $1,600,000 to
match $1,500,000 1n!hard—to—get'Féderal funds. This wily pay for buying
and Improving the site. Cambridge wi1l pay back the bonds at the rate of':
1st year '+ $192,000 or 644 on the tax rate

10th year $136,000 or 46¢ on the tax rate

1. According to a cﬁty study, apartments renting below $315 would not -
broduce any net tax benefits to the city. The cost of city services would
exceed tay revenues.

2. We know of .only one potential developer - he Proposes two 24 story

towers of luxury or Subsidized housing, containing 588 apartments., He
has no financing.

3. The market for office Space in the Bosteon area is depressed. There is
little prospect for office development on the site.

b, The 500 room Hyatt Hotel will open in July, Another hotel on the river-

front is not likely.

The cost of the land is too high for industrial development,., The eity has
Many acres of of'fice and industrially zZoned land waiting for development in

The National Recreation Park Association recommends 10 acres of open space
for every 1,000 people: ’

Brookline has 7.8
Cambridge has 3.47
By this standard, Cambridge is short 650 acres of open space.

Cambridge is the fourth most densely populated city in the Uniteq States. We
do not need more high rise buildings Swrrounding cur neighborhoods. We need
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YEA NAY ABSENT PRESENT .

Mrs. Ackermann

v
Mr. Clem /

Mr. Clinton

— . | | L/

Mr. Duehay

Mrs. Graham I/{

Mr. Russell

Mr, Sullivan

Mayor Vellucci /
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of the 4.23 Biversidg Press site. .
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__Mr, Clinton

__Mr, Danehy
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Mrs. Graham /
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R Mayor Alfred E. Velluccli

Coungillor Saundra Graham

RECEIVED By
JFFICE OF CfE’g C%.}Zi-‘f‘-.

MOTION FOR RECONSIDERATIONHEﬁBMFT%EDS%YPlsg»«

CAMBRIUGE, MASS,

March 9, 1976
Date

Mayor Vellucci and Councillor Graham notified the City Clerk of
their intention to move reconsideration of the City Council vote of
March 8, 1976 relative to the acquisition and development of the

Riverside Press site for recreational purposes.

Signature
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yEA NAY ABSENT PRESENT
Mrs. Ackermann V
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Mr. Duehay v
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Mayor Velluccl M
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RECEMED 8Y
JHECE OF A GRENE

MOTIWC;;\;3 ﬂﬁ}a @C%IWBM‘TION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILIOR _Dapehy

CAWRRIOGH MBS

Eehruary 10, 1974

Date
Councillor Danehy notified the City Clerk of his intention to move

reconsiderstion of the vote of the City Council on February 9,‘1976 on

Calendar item #2, the same being the proposed acquisition and development

of the Riverside Press Site; consisting of L.23 acres.
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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139
Tel. 876-6800

January 30, 1976

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

JAMES L. SULLIVAN
City Manager

The Honorable, the "-City Council
City Hall ‘
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Councillors:

I have enclosed nmterial on the proposed Riverside Press site acquisition.
As you know the City has applied to Federal and State agencies for finan-
cial assistance in acquiring this 4.23 acre site and have received notifica-
tion that $650,0 00 of "Bureau of Outdoor Recreation Funds are reserved for
the City of Cambridge and that a minimum of $350,000 State Self-Help funds
~are anticipated to parallel the Federal and City funding.

Phase I of this project will be acquisition of the site for conservation and
recreation purposes. Phase II will consist of development of walkways, ben-
ches, an unstructured field, tot lot, tennis courts, and other recreation facili-
ties yet to be determined. ’ A

Since the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation and Self-ﬁelp programs are reimburse-

ment programs the City must appropriate the entire approved appraised fair
market value of the site or $2,587,000 to implement Phase I. The antici-
pated minimum reimbursement of $1,000,000 will mean that the City's share
will be $1,587,000. This sum is a major city commitment which we hope to
offset with a donation to the City for conservation and philanthropie purposes
by the owner,

Phase II-Development is estimated to cost $1,000,000. We anticipate re-
ceiving a commitment of 50% reimbursement for this stage in the next
Federal fiscal year.

Needless to say, the City will not move on this pgrojelct until we have firm
contracts in hand from both the State and Federal funding sources.



- Enclosures:

The Honorable, the City Council

Pége 2. January 30, .1976

A schematic illustrating the Phase I and Phase II financing plan is attached
‘for your information,

Very truly yours,

James L. Sullivan
City Manager
JLS:jp _
Financing Schematic
Authorization :
Notification of Funding Commitment

Project Description (plot plan, site plan and narrative)

S
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