City of Cambridge
Massachusetts

- Inaugural Ceremony
of the
Cambridge School Committee

Cambridge Rindge and Latin School
. Monday, the Fifth of January
Nineteen hundred and ninety-eight



The seal of the city of Cambridge represents the "union
of town and gown." The town is represented by the
Washington Elm while the college is represented by Gore
Hall, which was razed in 1912 to make way for the
Widener Library. |

Around the seal is written: LITERIS ANTIQUIS,
NOVIS INSTITUTIS DECORA. CIVICO REGIMINE
DONATA A.D. 1846. CONDITA A.D. 1630.

Translation: "Adorned with ancient literature and new -
institutions, Cambridge, founded in the year of our Lord

1630, established under city government in the year of
our Lord 1846." |



'fhe 1998-1999 School Committee

JOSEPH G. GRASSI, a lifelong resident of Cambridge and graduate of the
Cambridge Public Schools, will serve his third term on the Committee. Joe re-
ceived a B.S. in Political Science and Urban Studies from Northeastern Univer-
sity. He is a former member of the U.S. Army Reserve, and a veteran of the
Persian Gulf War. He has worked with children in Cambridge for the past 14
years and is presently the Director of the Gately Youth Center in North Cam-
bridgé Mr. Grassi is a founding member of the Frisoli Youth Center, Cambridge
Pop Wamer Football Association and Cambridge Girls’ Softball League, and is
on the board for Pop Warner, Girls’ Softball League and East End House Neigh-

borhood and Childeare Center. He served on the board for the East Cambridge
Stabilization Committee and East Cambridge Scholarship Fund. Joe has served
as Chairman of the sub-committees on Athletics, Health and Physical Education,
and Student Health and Safety. Mr. Grassi served on the Superintendent Search
Committee and took a leadership role in the selection process. He has been a
vocal member of the Committee, stressing the closure of the achievement gap
between students, redirecting budget allocations to the classroom, and focusing
on issues relating to safety throughout the school system. Joe was recently mar-
ried to Dawn Marie Smith.

ROB:IN A. HARRIS, a fifth generation Cantabrigian, will serve her second
term on the School Committee. She is the daughter of Joan Qualls Harris and
PhilipF. Harris. While attending C.R.L.S., Robin served as a student representa-
tive to the School Committee. She holds a B.S. in Elementary Education, a Mas-
ters degree in Special Education, and is currently working on certification for
school principal. She has taught in schools in Dover-Sherborn, Texas, Brazil,
and Boston, and now teaches at the Benjamin Banneker Charter School in Cam-
bridge. Robin is very active in the community and has received awards and
recognition from many professional, civic and community organizations.

DAVID P. MAHER, alifelong resident of Cambridge, will be serving his fourth
term as a member of the Committee. David attended the Russell and Tobin el-
ementary schools, New Prep High School, and Suffolk University’s School of
Management. David is employed as the Director of Development at Cambridge
Family and Children’s Service, a non-profit human service agency. During his
School Committee tenure, David has made his primary focus the issues of attain-
ing systemwide equity and high achievement. He has been pro-active about in-
troducing measures that have been instrumental in securing state and federal rev-
enuesfor the school department. He served as the Vice Chairman of the School
Commlttee in 1994-1995. In addition, he has served as Chairman of Buildings &
Grounds Long Range Planning and Budget sub-committees. Most recently David
served as co-chair of the Superintendent Search Committee. David was also
mstrumental in organizing a special committee to deal with labor issues concern-
ing the Teachers Association, and he co-chaired the Task Force on the High School
of the 21st Century. He has long been active in anti-smoking initiatives serving
as President of the American Cancer Society and as the Citywide Chair of the
Healthy Future Initiative.



SUSANA M. SEGAT, whose children are lifelong residents of Cambridge, will serve her
second term on the School Committee. She is a bilingual immigrant parent of a daughter in the
fifth grade and son in the first grade, both at the Agassiz School. Ms. Segat is a graduate of
Stanford University, where she received a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology, and a Master’s
degree in Education. Susana also received credentials to teach high school Social Studies,
Spanish, French and Italian. Ms. Segat has worked for a labor union for the past 18 years
because she believes working people deserve fairness and respect. She understands the legis-
lative process and the impact of Education Reform on our children’s lives. In her first term Ms.
Segat served as Chair of the Personnel Policy and Special Education sub-committees, and as
Co-Chair of the 1997-98 budget sub-committee. She worked hard to bring new levels of re-
sponsibility and accountability to the system and wants to ensure that the Committee provides
the leadership and direction so that each child in every school will live up to his or her full
potential.

E. DENISE SIMMONS, a native Cantabrigian and committed public servant, is beginning
her fourth term on the School Committee. Prior to attaining public office, Denise served for 12
years as Executive Director of the Civic Unity Committee, the first citizen rights organization
funded by the City. Ms. Simmons grew up in the city’s industrial neighborhood and attended
Cambridge schools. She received a B.S. in Sociology from UMass Boston. A believer in
lifelong learning and self improvement, Denise continued her education and received a Master’s
degree in Psychotherapy from Antioch College. An accomplished woman, Denise owns
Cambridgeport Insurance Agency which she established in 1982, is a Justice of the Peace and a
Notary Public. A photoarchivist and family historian, she has facilitated workshops for public
and private organizations both nationally and locally including the Cambridge Public Schools.
As a member of the School Committee, Ms. Simmons’ theme is “Every Child is a Promise”,
which for Ms. Simmons means each child should be provided with the education and resources
to become a productive member of society. Ms. Simmons believes that learning is lifelong.
Ms. Simmons has received numerous awards and commendations for her work in the commu-
nity. Her greatest accomplishment, however, is her family. She is the mother of four - the late
Anthony, Jada Danielle, N. Denise, and Atieno P.Simmons, and her granddaughter, Azianna
Denise Simmons.

ALICE L. TURKEL will serve her second term on the School Committee. Alice first be-
came involved in the Cambridge Public Schools when she organized parents in an effort that
led to the creation of the Cambridgeport School. She is certified to teach Art and Industrial
Arts. She has taught woodworking to students from nursery school through college level, and
has also given professional development workshops for daycare and Headstart teachers. Alice
received three consecutive Cambridge Arts Council grants which she used to fund teaching in
aCambridge Public School. Alice received her Bachelor’s degree from the Program in Artisanry
at Boston University. She has designed and produced furniture sold through galleries and by
private commission. Alice and her husband, Mitch Ryerson, live in Cambridgeport with their
two daughters, 12 year old Hazel and 10 year old Sylvia, both of whom attend the Cambridgeport
School. Alice Turkel found her first term very challenging and is looking forward to working
closely with Bobbie D’ Alessandro, Cambridge’s new Superintendent.



Welcome: Francis X. Foley, retired Director of Elementary Education

Entrance and Introduction of Honored Guests: Francis X. Foley
|
Musical Selection: Symphonie Espagnole for Violin and Piano, Lalo
~ Vioin: Jameela Pedicini
|  Piano: Jean TePaske
|
|
Invoéation: Reverend Howard McLendon, Pastor
Massachusetts Avenue Baptist Church

Administering the Oath of Office to Committee Members:
‘ D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk
Donna Lopez, Deputy City Clerk
Call to Order: 1f a Mayor has been elected by the City Council, he/she

will call the meeting to order. In the absence of a Mayor,
the Secretary will call the meeting to order.

Election of Vice Chairman
. Adoption of Rules
' General Business
Refléction: Bobbie D'Alessandro, Superintendent of Schools
Musical Selections: The Clouds, Gray
Cantate Domino, Bedford
Winter Wonderland, Bernard and Smith
All-City Chorus
Conductor: Linda Marks

Accompanist: Jean TePaske

Adjournment

Reception immediately following in the Main Cafeteria
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SUSANA M. SEGAT, whose children are lifelong residents of Cambridge, will serve her
second term on the School Committee. She is a bilingual immigrant parent of a daughter in the
fifth grade and son in the first grade, both at the Agassiz School. Ms. Segat is a graduate of
Stanford University, where she received a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology, and a Master’s
degree in Education. Susana also received credentials to teach high school Social Studies,
Spanish, French and Italian. Ms. Segat has worked for a labor union for the past 18 years
because she believes working people deserve fairness and respect. She understands the legis-
lative processiand the impact of Education Reform on our children’s lives. In her first term Ms.
Segat served as Chair of the Personnel Policy and Special Education sub-committees, and as
Co-Chair of the 1997-98 budget sub-committee. She worked hard to bring new levels of re-
sponsibility and accountability to the system and wants to ensure that the Committee provides
the leadershilla and direction so that each child in every school will live up to his or her full
potential.

E. DENISE SIMMONS, a native Cantabrigian and committed public servant, is beginning
her fourth term on the School Committee: Prior to attaining public office, Denise served for 12
years as Executive Director of the Civic Unity Committee, the first citizen rights organization
funded by the City. Ms. Simmons grew up in the city’s industrial neighborhood and attended
Cambridge s¢hools. She received a B.S. in Sociology from UMass Boston. A believer in
lifelong learning and self improvement, Denise continued her education and received a Master’s
degree in Psychotherapy from Antioch College. An accomplished woman, Denise owns
Cambridgeport Insurance Agency which she established in 1982, is a Justice of the Peace and a
Notary Publi¢. A photoarchivist and family historian, she has facilitated workshops for public
and private organizations both nationally and locally including the Cambridge Public Schools.
As a member of the School Committee, Ms. Simmons’ theme is “Every Child is a Promise”,
which for Ms!. Simmons means each child should be provided with the education and resources
to become a productive member of society. Ms. Simmons believes that learning is lifelong.
Ms. Simmons has received numerous awards and commendations for her work in the commu-
nity. Her greatest accomplishment, however, is her family. She is the mother of four - the late
Anthony, Jada Danielle, N. Denise, and Atieno P.Simmons, and her granddaughter, Azianna
Denise Simmons. '

ALICE L. TURKEL will serve her second term on the School Committee. Alice first be-
came involved in the Cambridge Public Schools when she organized parents in an effort that
led to the creation of the Cambridgeport School. She is certified to teach Art and Industrial
Arts. She has taught woodworking to students from nursery school through college level, and
has also given professional development workshops for daycare and Headstart teachers. Alice
received three consecutive Cambridge Arts Council grants which she used to fund teaching in
a Cambridge Public School. Alice received her Bachelor’s degree from the Program in Artisanry
at Boston Uniiversity. She has designed and produced furniture sold through galleries and by
private commission. Alice and her husband, Mitch Ryerson, live in Cambridgeport with their
two daughters, 12 year old Hazel and 10 year old Sylvia, both of whom attend the Cambridgeport
School. Alice Turkel found her first term very challenging and is looking forward to working
closely with ;Bobbie D’ Alessandro, Cambridge’s new Superintendent.
|



The 1998-1999 School Committee

JOSEPH G. GRASSI, a lifelong resident of Cambridge and graduate of the -
Cambridge Public Schools, will serve his third term on the Committee. Joe re-
ceived a B.S. in Political Science and Urban Studies from Northeastern Univer-
sity. He is a former member of the U.S. Army Reserve, and a veteran of the
Persian Gulf War. He has worked with children in Cambridge for the past 14
years and is presently the Director of the Gately Youth Center in North Cam-
bridge. Mr. Grassi is a founding member of the Frisoli Youth Center, Cambridge
Pop Warner Football Association and Cambridge Girls’ Softball League, and is
on the board for Pop Warner, Girls’ Softball League and East End House Neigh-
borhood and Childcare Center. He served on the board for the East Cambridge
Stabilization Committee and East Cambridge Scholarship Fund. Joe has served
as Chairman of the sub-committees on Athletics, Health and Physical Education,
and Student Health and Safety. Mr. Grassi served on the Superintendent Search
Committee and took a leadership role in the selection process. He has been a
vocal member of the Committee, stressing the closure of the achievement gap
between students, redirecting budget allocations to the classroom, and focusing
on issues relating to safety throughout the school system. Joe was recently mar-
ried to Dawn Marie Smith.

ROBIN A. HARRIS, a fifth generation Cantabrigian, will serve her second
term on the School Committee. She is the daughter of Joan Qualls Harris and
Philip F. Harris. While attending C.R.L.S., Robin served as a student representa-
tive to the School Committee. She holds a B.S. in Elementary Education, a Mas-
ters degree in Special Education, and is currently working on certification for
school principal. She has taught in schools in Dover-Sherborn, Texas, Brazil,
and Boston, and now teaches at the Benjamin Banneker Charter School in Cam-
bridge. Robin is very active in the community and has received awards and
recognition from many professional, civic and community organizations.

DAVID P. MAHER, alifelong resident of Cambridge, will be serving his fourth
term as a member of the Committee. David attended the Russell and Tobin el-
ementary schools, New Prep High School, and Suffolk University’s School of
Management. David is employed as the Director of Development at Cambridge
Family and Children’s Service, a non-profit human service agency. During his
School Committee tenure, David has made his primary focus the issues of attain-
ing systemwide equity and high achievement. He has been pro-active about in-
troducing measures that have been instrumental in securing state and federal rev-
enues for the school department. He served as the Vice Chairman of the School
Committee in 1994-1995. In addition, he has served as Chairman of Buildings &
Grounds, Long Range Planning and Budget sub-committees. Most recently David
served as co-chair of the Superintendent Search Committee. David was also
instrumental in organizing a special committee to deal with labor issues concern-
ing the Teachers Association, and he co-chaired the Task Force on the High School
of the 21st Century. He has long been active in anti-smoking initiatives serving
as President of the American Cancer Society and as the Citywide Chair of the
Healthy Future Initiative. '



Welcome: Francis X. Foley, retired Director of Elementary Education

Entrance and Introduction of Honored Guests: Francis X. Foley

Musical Selection: Symphonie Espagnole for Violin and Piano, Lalo
Vioin: Jameela Pedicini

Piano: Jean TePaske

Invocation: Reverend Howard McLendon, Pastor
Massachusetts Avenue Baptist Church

Administering the Oath of Office to Committee Members:
D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk
Donna Lopez, Deputy City Clerk
Call to Order: If a Mayor has been elected by the City Council, he/she
will call the meeting to order. In the absence of a Mayor,
the Secretary will call the meeting to order.
Election of Vice Chairman
Adoption of Rules
General Business
Reﬂectiok: Bobbie D'Alessandro, Superintendent of Schools
Musical Selections: The Clouds, Gray
Cantate Domino, Bedford
Winter Wonderland, Bernard and Smith
All-City Chorus

Conductor: Linda Marks
Accompanist: Jean TePaske

Adjournment

Reception immediately following in the Main Cafeteria
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