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City of Cambridge

In the Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred
SEVENTY-NINE

AN ORDINANCE

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Cambridge as follows:
THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC PLANTING

Section 1: Establishment

There shall be and hereby is established a Committee on Public
Plantings, under the guidance and auspices of the Cambridge Conservation
Commission.

Section 2: Function and Purpose

It shall be the purpose of the Committee to promote and improve
the quality and diversity of public plantings throughout all areas of
the City. Specific functions of the Committee, in keeping with this
purpose, shall consist of the following:

A. To establish and administer an annual evaluation of public
plantings in Cambridge. This evaluation shall cover (1)
quality of current inventory of plantings, (2) quality of
last year's program for improving plantings, (3) recommen-
dations for the year ahead. The evaluation shall be made
by independent experts selected by the Committee.

B. To recommend to the Public Works Department and the City
Manager annually, at budget time, a plan and budget for the
next fiscal year's planting program.

C. To work closely with the Public Works Department, as requested
by the Commissioner, in the refinement of details for the
execution of the annual planting program.

D. To advise the City Council, City Manager, Public Works
Commissioner, and other appropriate Department Heads on a
year-round basis concerning public planting issues.
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E. To stimulate public interest in the importance of public
planting.

F. To involve citizens in city-wide planting activities.

G. To explore the possibilities of student training and
summer employment in horticulture.

H. To conduct such other activities as are considered reces-
sary and appropriate for achieving the basic purpose of the
Committee on Public Planting.

Section 3: Membership; Appointment; Term

The membership of the Committee shall consist of a broadly-
based volunteer group of Cambridge residents not to exceed twenty-one
in number, who shall be appointed by the City Manager upon recommendation
of the Conservation Commission, to include:

(1) One representative and an alternate from each of the Community
School Districts, each of whom shall have been recommended to
the Conservation Commission by the Neighborhood Advisory of
the Community School after conferring with active planning
teams and neighborhood associations within the Community School
District.

(2) One representative each from the Conservation Commission, the
Planning Board, the Arts Council, and the Historical Commission.

(3) Three horticulturists qualified by training and/or practical
experience.

Members shall serve for a term of two years, except that initially
one-half the membership shall serve for three years in order to establish
rotation. No member shall serve more than two consecutive terms.

Section 4: Officers

The Officers shall be a Chairman, Vice Chairman, Secretary and
Treasurer. These officers shall be elected by the members.at the Annual
Meeting for a term of one year, or until their successors are duly elected
and qualified. The Chairman shall prepare the agenda and preside at the
meetings. The Secretary shall keep the minutes,

Section 5: Sub-Committees

The Sub-Committees serving and appointed by the Committee on Public
Plantings shall be as follows:

(1) Advisory Sub-Committee.” This Sub-Committee shall consist of
non-voting advisors selected by the Committee on Public Plant-
ings without regard to residency, and shall include a staff
representative from the Public Works Department, who shall be
appointed by the Public Works Commissioner.
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(2) Planning Sub-Committee. This Sub-Committee shall be appointed
by the Committee on Public Plantings, and shall consist of:
the Chairman of the Committee on Public Plantings; one repre-
sentative each from the Conservation Commission, the Planning
Board, the Historical Commission, and the Arts Council; one
or more horticulturists, and others as the Committee determines
appropriate. The Committee shall meet on a monthly basis. It
shall be responsible for carrying out an annual assessment.of
public plantings. It shall review all proposals for new public
work in the City. It shall serve as a clearinghouse and co-
ordinating resource for individuals and citizen groups with
programs or ideas consistent with the purposes of the Com-
mittee on Public Plantings. The actions of the Committee
shall be reported regularly to the Committee on Public Plantings.

(3) The Nominating Sub-Committee. This Sub-Committee shall consist
of three members: a Chairman appointed by the outgoing Chairman
of the Committee on Public Plantings, and two members elected
by the Committee from its own membership. The Nominating Sub-
Committee shall prepare a slate of officers for the Committee on
Public Plantings to vote on at its Annual Meeting.

(4) Other Committees. Other Sub-Committees may be established by
. the Committee on Public Plantings from time to time for specific
purposes.

Section 6: Meetings

The Committee shall meet four times a year. In accordance with
State Law, all meetings shall be open to the public with notification pub-
lished 48 hours in advance. Other stipulations as to Committee meetings
shall include but not be limited to:

(1) Quorum and Action at Meetings.

Seven (7) members shall constitute a quorum. At any meeting
of the members at which a quorum is present, the vote of a
majority of those present, unless a different vote is speci-
fied by these by-laws, shall be sufficient to decide a matter.
For the purpose of reaching decisions, each member shall have
one vote.

(2) Annual Meeting

An Annual Meeting of the members shall be held in November

of each year. No change in the date fixed for the Annual
Meeting shall be made within thirty (30) days before the date
of such meeting.



Section 7:

(L)

(2)

(3)

Financial Reports

Fiscal Year

The fiscal year shall begin on the first day of July and
end on the thirtieth day of June.

Financial Reports R

A financial report shall be made to the Committee by the
Treasurer at the Annual Meeting. This report shall include
(1) a review of receipts and expenditures of the Committee
and (2) a statement of the City's public plantings budget for
the year ended.

Financial Accounts

The Treasurer shall keep a proper record of all monies
received for the Committee from all sources, and keep

proper vouchers indicating the amount and nature of all
expenditures. The monies of the Committee shall be deposited
in a special City account in the name of the Committee, and
all payments shall be made in its name.

IN CITY COUNCIL

Passed to be ordained

ATTEST:

Paul E. Healy James L. Sullivan
City Clerk City Manager
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‘ IN CITY COUNCIL
bopun or 25, 1978
COURCILLOR PRITISEER
N
- l\'i”‘ ~S: Urbian dwellors have special need for trees to restere
. our spivit and provide health-giving elaments to tie
o atrnsphiere; and - :
“WHEREAS: -~ Caehridpe is expericncing the Joss of many pracicus
.t . old trees due to (h%n se and the elenents, and/or
e L A [P b
abuse; and
o WHEREAS: _ Meny Combridae citizens feel protective of amd por-
son1lly assecinted with trees bordering our neignbor-
) hoad strects ond comnercial avenues; and
WHEREAS: < There 1s at present no o mn.l precess whereby ¢ cs
' Copay involve thasselves in the seleciion of trees te
be planted whether in newly designated arcas or as
replacenients of trees . ¢ by the City; therciore,
be 1t :

' ORDERED: ' That the Cn\ e nager be requested to .x,;mm a p;“n‘ e
pianting comnitice that will function under the guidance
and auspices of the Cambridge Conservation Connission;
and be it further

ORDERED: : . That the City Minaeer roport back to- the City Council
* ° .o ) . N .
. one wonth froa this date as to the implementation of
: ' . this order.
In City Ceouncil Seplember 245, 1978
Aopted by Lhe affinmmotive vole of 8 mombors.
Micst: Peul E. lealy, City Cleri
” s . =\
A Lrue copy, - / /e
e, e RS c) ",:-/:."._.l
ATTEST: s \ o o o
‘ v ‘/ o ;)":..' o r’
N J / ol N L)
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IN CITY COUNCIL
April 9, 1979

COUNCILLOR PREUSSER

ORDERED: That the attached draft ordinance, entitled
“"Committee on Public Plantings," be referred
to the Ordinance Committee of the City Council
for a public hearing at the earliest con-
venient date.

In City Council April 9, 1979.
Adopted by the affirmative vote of 8 members.
Attest:- Paul E. Healy, City Clerk.

o S -

N

A true copy:-
ATTEST: -
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.C. Preusser re: draft ordinance entitled

"Committee on Public Plantings' be referred

- +to the Ordinance Committee.

In City Council,
April 9, 1979
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