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IN CITY COUNCIL

COUNCILLOR D. SULLIVAN September 10, 1984

WHEREAS : The recent decision of the United States Supreme Court in Capital

WHEREAS :

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

RESOLVED:

RESOLVED:

RESOLVED:

Cities Cable, Inc. v. Crisp, especially when coupled with recent

decisions by the Federal Communications Commission, threatens to
preempt most state and local cable television franchise requirements
concerning rate regulation and provision of services, including
those which the City of Cambridge can otherwise use to protect

its consumers; and

The National Cable Television Association with which the National
League of Cities and the U.S. Conference of Mayors painstakingly
negotiated a compromise version of H.R. 4103, has now withdrawn
from its agreement and threatens to oppose this bill; and

H.R. 4103 has become the only hope of maintaining some meaningful
state and Tocal protection of cable television consumers; and

H.R. 4103 could be improved by clarifying that voluntary access
payments in new and renewed licenses are exempt from the bill's
Timitation on franchise fees; therefore, be it

That the Cambridge City Council declare its support for the current
version of H.R. 4103, and for an amendment clarifying that voluntary
access payments in new and renewed licenses are exempt from the
bill's Timitation on franchise fees; and be it further

That this City Council urge the Congress to enact H.R. 4103, as so
amended, as soon as possible; and be it further

That the City Clerk transmit copies of this resolution to Speaker

0'Neill, Senators Kennedy and Tsongas, and Congressman Markey (a
member of the relevant House committee).

WITHDRAWN BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT OF THE CITY COUNCIL.
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WHEREAS : The recent decision of the United States Supreme Court in Capital

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS :

WHEREAS:

RESOLVED:

RESOLVED:

RESOLVED:

Cities Cable, Inc. v. Crisp, especially when coupled with recent
decisions by the Federal Communications Commission, threatens to
preempt most state and-local cable television franchise requirements
concerning rate regulation and provision of services, including
those which the City of Cambridge can otherwise use to protect

its consumers; and

The National Cable Television Association with which the National
League of Cities and the U.S. Conference of Mayors painstakingly
negotiated a compromise version of H.R. 4103, has now withdrawn
from its agreement and threatens to oppose this bill; and

H.R. 4103 has become the only hope of maintaining some meaningful
state and Tocal protection of cable television consumers; and

H.R. 4103 could be improved by clarifying that voluntary access
payments in new and renewed licenses are exempt from the bill's
Timitation on franchise fees; therefore, be it

That the Cambridge City Council declare its support for the current
version of H.R. 4103, and for an amendment clarifying that voluntary
access payments in new and renewed licenses are exempt from the
bill's limitation on franchise fees; and be it further

That this City Council urge the Congress to enact H.R. 4103, as so
amended, as soon as possible; and be it further

That the City Clerk transmit copies of this resolution to Speaker
0'Neill, Senators Kennedy and Tsongas, and Congressman Markey (a

member of the relevant House committee). . (.

WITHDRAWN BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT OF THE CITY COUNCII.,.'L
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Order # 3 5;'25291
C.D. Sullivan re: resolutions urging Congress

to enact H.R. 410& as amended Re: federal
cable television legjslation.

In City Council,

September 10, 1984
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