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WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

ORDERED:

Crossing Massachusetts Avenue at Porter Square on foot is a perilous adventure,
experienced by hundreds of people every day; and

Various committees and City staff have analyzed this problem over the last five
years and virtually everyone agrees that a variety of problems exist at this
complex intersection; and

The optimal solutions to some of these complicated problems may involve costly
construction, but some of the problems are simpler and may have solutions which
can be implemented immediately without waiting. for a lengthy study or
comprehensive plan; and

One such problem is that the length of the WALK cycle across Massachusetts
Avenue at the fork of Somerville Avenue is not sufficient enough to allow anyone
but a runner the time to cross from the shopping center to the opposite side
without being stranded in the narrow island in the middle of Mass Ave. This
presents a very dangerous situation for anyone pushing a stroller or baby carriage
because there is no way to shelter the carriage from the rushing traffic which
includes many heavy trucks approaching at high speed; now therefore be it

That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to direct the Department of
Traffic, Parking and Transportation to take immediate steps to increase the length
of this walk cycle to allow a pedestrian to comfortably cross the full width of
Mass Ave. within the time of a single cycle, even if this means a decrease in the
efficiency of moving automobile traffic.

In City Council May 1, 1995
Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
- Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

D. Margaret Drury
City Clerk

A true copy;

ATTEST:-
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Wherseas: Crossing Massachusetts &venmn at. Porter Square ol
foot is a perilouws adventure, experience’ by hundreds of
ragple avery day

Wha;aaﬁ, Various committess and City staff nhave analyzed
this proklem over the last five years and virtually everyone

_mdﬁyﬁeﬁ‘thdt R variety of prohlpms ewxst at tnis complax

intersection. and

" Whereas: The optimal solutions to some of theze complicated

problems may-invelve costly cmnﬁtrnmtien; taat, some of the
problems are simpley and may have simpler solutions which
dan be Implementad immedliately without waiting for a lengthy
gtudy ov comgrehansive plan, and

Whereas: One such proeblem is that the lerngth of the WALK
Cycle acoss Mass Awanne at the fork of Scmmerville Avenug is
not sufficient to allow anyéne but & runner the time to
cross from the shopping center to the opposita side without
being stranded in the narrow island in the middle of Mass
Ave. This presents a very Jangerows situation for anyone
pushing a stro.lier or baby cariage becausa tharg i1s no way
to shelter the carviage from the rushing traffic which
includes many heavy tracks approachlng at high speed.
Therefore be it

Ordered: That the City Hanager be and hevaby is reguested to
direct the Department of Traffic and Transportation to take
immediate steps to increase the length of this walk zycle to
allow a pedestrian to comfortably cross the full width of
Mass Ave within tne time of a single cycle, sven if this
means a decrease in the efficiency of moving avtomobile
traffic.. L

Order #2 - | i . . | tE:;;;

Ordered: That the City Manager be and hereby is reguasted to
provide an update on what progress has been made by City
staf and Commitiees in adressing the problen of the closing
57 the Lowell Institule, and furthermore, whether the Lowell

titute could be approached to particpate in cur ‘““Junior
Lrilege!’ planning.
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WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

ORDERED:

Crossing Massachusetts Avenue at Porter Square on foct is a perilous adventure,
experienced by hundreds of people every day; and ' :

Various committees and City staff have analyzed this problem over the last five
years and virtually everyone agrees that a variety of problems exist at this
complex intersection; and

- The optimal solutions to some of these complicated problems may involve costly

construction, but some of the problems are simpler and may have solutions which
can be implemented immediately without waiting for a lengthy study or
comprehensive plan; and

One such problem is that the length of the WALK cycle across Massachusetts
Avenue at the fork of Somerville Avenue is not sufficient enough to allow anyone
but a runner the time to cross from the shopping center to the opposite side
without being stranded in the narrow island in the middle of Mass Ave. This
presents a very dangerous situation for anyone pushing a stroller or baby carriage
because there is no way to shelter the carriage from the rushing traffic which
includes many heavy trucks approaching at high speed; now therefore be it

That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to direct the Department of
Traffic, Parking and Transportation o take immediate steps to increase ilie length
of this walk cycle to allow a pedestrian to comfortably cross the full width of
Mass Ave. within the time of a single cycle, even if this means a decrease in the
efficiency of moving automobile traffic.
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Councillor Born re: Increae the lenghth of
the "WALK: cycle across Mass Ave at the
fork of Samerville Avenue.

Consent Order #31

In City COuncil May 1, 1995 .






