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No. 148
CAMBRID GE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY
1700 Bambridge Street
TO: CITY OFFICIALS, BLACKOUT COMMITTEE, DISTRICT WARDENS AND

WAR INDUSTRIES
FROM:¢ DIRECTOR , PROTECT ION DIVISION

SUBJECT : REMOVAL OF PERMANENT DIMOUT SHIELDING OR OTHER FORMS OF DIMOUT
LIGHT CONTROL.

The Massachusetts Committee on Public Safety, as a result of receiving
numerous requests from municipalities and other sources for information
with regard to the possibility of removing shielding or other forms of
light oontrol, have forwarded to me the following statement of the situa=-
tion as it now exists. '

I am transmitting it to you for your informetion:

"When the dimout was suspended by Army order, the following was

appended as & warning but was not a part of the order itself =
A1l concerns should be cautioned that a resumption of the dimout
progrem may be ordered at any time and, therefore, permanent
installations should not be altered so as to prevent a prompt
return to present dimout requirementss!

"His Excellency, Govermor Saltonstall, in issuing Executive Order
Nos 63 suspending Executive Order No. 55 issued the identical
caution but did not embody it in the order itselfs There are
several reasons for this caution which are particularly pertinent
to such installations as street lights, anti-sabotage lights

and war plants. These arq as follows: =--

1 - If dimout should again be ordered, it will be an
emergency measure and installations such as street
lights, anti-sabotage lights, etos, that cannot
dimout would undoubtedly be required to black out
and remain blacked out until they can dimout. During
such & continued period of blackout, public safety

would be endangered from both accident and crime
angless The enemy would have excellent sabotage
opportunities and war production would be seriously
curtailed in such installations as were blacked out
because they could not dimout.

2 » We know from experience the time it took to shield our
street lights, enti-sabotage dights and war plants.
Dimout materials end manpower are shorter today than
previouslys Manufacturers are no longer making dimout

equipmentes If the dimout returns, a very serious situa-
tion will result where shielding has been removeds

3 = As there is now no Army regulation or Executive Order
requiring thet shielding be retained, the fimal decision
in regard to unshielding street lights rests with the
municipalitic s and in regard to anti-sabotage lights
and war plants with the monagement,

" "™ie wrme that mwmicipal governments and war plant mansgements
consider the situation well before ordering the shiclds removed.
The responsibility for the results of such action will be theirs
and theirs alones

; DANIEL NEEDHAM

- DIRECTOR PROI ECTION DIVISION
APPROVED: J. We FARLEY
EXECUT IVE DIRECTOR

This bulletin should clear up some confusion which has existed as to the
status of this type of lighting since the suspension of the Dimout.

_ Co 9ially yours , ;
ARG

DIRECTQR PROTECT JON DIV ISION



@ity of Cambridge

Massachusetts
EDWARD A. COUNIHAN, JR., CHAIRMAN
BARRISTERS HALL. BOSTON, MAss,
TEL. LAFAYETTE 7165

COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY
PROTECTION DIVISION
AIR RAID PRECAUTION HEADQUARTERS

1700 CAMBRIDGE STREET
TROWBRIDGE 4500

DR. WALTER L. CRONIN
CHIEF AIR WARDEN

lire Frederick Burke, Es‘l';
City Clerk's Cffice ¥
Carbridge, Massachusettsef

Dear Ir. Burke:
Will you kindly transmit a copy of the enclosed bullatin

to each memler of the ineoming City Counfpoil,
Tharl: you
Cordislly

Director, Protection Division
?
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ity of Cambridge .

IN CITY COUNCIL

February 7, 1944,

Pi1l

ORDERED = ey |

That the Gemmitt ¢ on Public Saf¥fy:
v

2 ' kge be requested to
anmw naving e street iisht instelled in front of premises

ey
i@a.‘ Golumbia Street, . |
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Order
Street Light 169 Columbia St.
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City of Cambridge

In City Council .. April. .17, 1044

Committee PUBLIC SERVICE

The
. was referred (1) communjecation and (1) order
to which
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e _ ~ Reporits,Reconmending that the
following be placed on File, | e
1, Order for Street light No. 169 Columbia Street

2, Commnication from Dr, Walter L, Cronin Director; Protective

Division, Department Public Safety relative to removel of
‘Dimout shieldings & other forms Dimout light controls.
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For the Committes.



o
SAPRRw- < S

TR

e St

B >

April 17, 1944
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