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No. 148
B

CAMBRID GE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY

1700 eambridge Street

TO: CITY OFFICIALS, BLACKOUT COMMITTEE, DISTRICT VTARDWS AND

WAR INDUSTRIES

FIROM: DIRECTCR ; PROTECT ION DIVISION
0

SUBJECT : REMOVAL OF PERMANENE DIMOUT SHIELDING OR 0'l'ltlbX FORMS OF DIMOIR

LIGRF CONTROL.

The Massachusetts Committee on Public Safety, as el result of' receiving
nunerous requests from municip&lities and other sources for information
with regard to the possibility of' removing shielding or other fbrms of
light oontrol, have forwarded to me the following statement of the situa-

,

tion as it now exists.
.

I am transmitting it to you for your informtion:
V

"When the dimout was suspended by Army order, the following was

appended as a warning 'but 'wEts not & part of the order itself m

LA11 concerns should be cautioned that a resumption of the dimout

program may be ordered at any time and, therefore, permanent

installations should not be altered so ElS to prevent a prompt

return to present dimout requirements,f ,

"His Excellency, Governor Saltonstall, in issuing Executive Order
No. 63 suspending Executive Order No. 55 is sued the identical
caution but did not embody it in the order itself, There are
several reasons for this caution which are particu1ar,ly pertinent

'

to such installations as street lights,, anti-sdbotage lights
and war pl&nts0 Thege arq as follows : -- L

1
- If dimout should again 'be ordered, it will be an

emergency measurq and installations such as street
lights , anti-sabotage lights, etoo, that cannot
dimout would undoubtedly be required to 'black out
and remain blackcd out unt ii they can dimout. Dur ing
such & continued period of' blackout, public safety
would be endangqred from both aocident nnd crime
angles 0 The enemy would have exoellent seibotage

opportunities and mr produotion would be seriously
curtailed in such installations Eis were blacked out

' because they could not dimout.

2 e
1Ne know from experience the time it took to shiald our

street lights, arjti-sdbotage dights and war plants.
Djniout materialg and manpower are shorter today than
previously0 Manufacturers are no longer making di!:!out

equipment. If t}le dimout returns, a vary serious situa-
· tion will result where shielding Ms 'been removed0

V

· 3 m As thajre is ljow no Army regulation or Executive Order

rcquirijig that shielding be retained, the final decision
in regard to 1ms"hieldin€ street lights rests with the
municipajitie s arjd in regard to anti-sabotage lights
and imr pl&nts with the mnagement .

" " "We ¶llrgCl that municipal qoVermnents and imr plant managements

consUqt tha situa'ffion weelj before ordering the shicdds remove d. _
,

The resi?onaibilitX for ttje results of such a9tion wili be theirs
' and theirS alone.
.

t

:

,

DANIEL NEEDHAM

#

, ,
DIRECTOR PRO ECTION DIVIS ION

0 APPROVED: J. W. FARLEY

EXECUT IVE DIRECTOR

This bulletin shoulQ clear up stµne confusion which has existed as to the
status of this type of lighting since the suspension of the Dimout .

I "zE:?"m'
' DIRECTOR PROTECT 30N DIVISION
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· 4. EDWARD A. COUNIHAN. JR., CHAIRMAN

Barristers Hall. Boston, Mass.
COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY ,,,, ,,,,,,,,, ,,,,Dr. WALTER L. CRONIN

Chief Air Warden PROTECTION DIVISION

AIR RAID PRECAUTION HEADQUARTERS

1700 CAMBRIDGE STREET

TROWBRIDGE 4500
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Mi:. Fredarick 3urka, Esqo
t

'
Ci5;' Clerlds Sffico ,
Ce=bridgg ,
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.
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,

!jaetr tir. Burke:

7111 you kindly tmnsmit 8 coj';" n the enolosed bu11atiu
to oach member of tho inaoming City Co"mfoi!.

Thm9: you

CordZ·11y

aLm,I
Dir4gge"bgr, Protuetion 3i"dsion
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IN CITY COUNCIL
,

Febru&ry 7, l944o

Pill --
ORDERED: -

:

§

T'hEilt the Comdntee Ok). Public SC » be requested to

cc%r having & strod li6ht
installed Lk fmnt of? premises

No ·A Coljmibia Street, .
,
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