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IN CITY COUNCIL
September 16, 1991

COUNCILLOR WALSH

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

ORDERED:

ORDERED:

The August 3, 1991 letter which we Council Members received from Eric
Burke of Brookline, MA (copy attached) relating an alleged unsavory
confrontation with an officer of the Harvard University Police on August 2,
1991 is a matter of intense concern and warrants a thorough investigation and
appropriately prompt response; and

The issues raised by Mr. Burke in the third paragraph on page 2 of his letter
must be addressed thoroughly; now therefore be it

That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to invite the Chief of the
Harvard University Police to meet with Police Commissioner Anderson as
soon as possible and provide a full accounting of his knowledge and
investigation of the alleged incident and address the issue of appropriate police
conduct as referenced on page 2 of the letter; and be it further

That the City Manager request the Police Commissioner to provide the City
Council with a full report on this investigation as well as his best opinion
about what means can be initiated for increased dialogue among the various
college Police/Security Forces in Cambridge and the Cambridge Police
Department at his early convenience.

In City Council September 16, 1991.
Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- Joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.

At ;
o Qeagh 1. G
ATTEST:- o -

Joseph E. Connarton
City Clerk
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Cebridge City Council ‘%;\57,61/

795 Rassachuastts Avanue
Candrioge, RA 02138

Eric Burke

P.0. Box 1828

Brookline, HA 02144-99%8
August 3, 1991

Ta Whon It Hqu Concerns

At quruxlaatcl* 11115 pu, August 2, 1991, ny girlfriend,
another femala friand, and I ware walking down Hass Ave,
Lowerds Harvard Bouare. HY girifriand crossad Holyoke fireet
on the crosswalk and I foliownd about 20 feet behind her, AS
T wis In the midele of the strast & car way toning Lowards
pe from Kolyoke Strest at an unsafs speed for proceeding
through & Intarsection whers thare I8 haavy padestir|an
traftic, and showed no sign of slowing or stopping, !
hurriad out of tha.way and wade it to the other side of tha
strgat, At that time I noticed that the car that alnost hit
pk was ¢ Harvard Police car Snunber 296>,

The officer then yelled out of his car window "What are you
doing asshola? Trg*nb 40 {mprass your girlfriend?" I sald "I
das on the erossuatk." He yalled back that I way "erossing
ageinst the 1ight". I did not respond 4o this, end said
nothing more to the of flcer, 1 continued walking down Maes
Ave, and the officer drove slong side e (n his car ;
yelling, "You want to push it!7! Huh!?7! Come on! YOU want to
push 417! Lat's go! Come onl.,.." in & vary thredtening
nannar and gesturing with his arn which was out of tha
window. I made no raply to tha afficar out of fesr for oy

safety,

After traveling half tne dictance to Dunster Strest, in
front of the Au Bon Pain, the officer stopped yelling and
pulled ahead of us eng turnad down Dunster Strast, We then
stoppad 80 [ coulc regain sy Conpesurs and wilt for the
offlcar to get further away, 28 we werd vtrg intimidated and
falt ver% threatened by the officar. 8o muth 8o that 43
minutes Jatar when my girifriend spotied & Harvard Pellice
car heading towards us she thought the offlcer wes “coming
pack 10 get ug", I ¢ldn't relax until I noticed the car Wiy

¢ different numbsr,
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The Harvard 0fficer |5, in my opinion, not fit to be in
cnarge of public safety, He verbally assiulted e,
threatoned me, scarad vy giriériend and wy friend, and
showed the atbitude of a strast gunk in the wiy he vas
urging ae Lo "Come on!" and "let's go!".

} highly recodmend his dlsnissal before he ects out againet
goneona and causes hare 40 -an inndcent indlvidudly If this
officer rascted so violently towards ne, 1 would hite Lo saw
haw he would react In & more nerious situation.

I undarstand that Hervard Police Officars are given full
pollca pousrs on and off of Harvird University proparty. [
do not feal thet an unregulated private organization should
be s1lowad to have (ts privete police force harass,
intinldete and threaten mapbers of the publle. T was In

| grnat faar for my safety $hat night and as 1 urite this

atter, copmitting syself o having this officer renoved, |

" faar for sy safety once again. Howsvar I can not sit back

and walt for this hunan tivabord to explode, for if 1 don’t

it his future actions will be n¥ responsibility, and now,
if you don’'t act his actions shall bs your responsibility,

Y X'

Here 18 o description of the officar In case he can not be
Identified by his Car Number 294, and the fact that ha was

~yarkIng ot 1315pm, Fridey, August 2nd, He was ebout 2530

yedrs old, had short <to the iop of the airs> dark blond
hair, & basrd, and & syscular build, | can and will
parsenally dentify this officar If requestad,

Very Sincarely,

A=

Eric Burke

CCt

mayor Alice Wolf

Bhisrf John McGonagale.
Cambridge Police Advisory Board
Hervard Police Deperthant
Cambriopa City Council
Cambridps Police Department
Hirverd Univerelty



FAX NUMBER AT CITY COUNCIL OFFICE: J49Y-44%/
,-FA¥ NUMBER AT CITY MANAGER OFFICE; 349-4307 .
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RECEIVED
o MG 13l -
CAMBRIDGE CITY COUNCIL mso........... ,
CITY HALL, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139 &4 %
(617) 4989094

. William H. Walsh
City Councillor
FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL FORM:

DATE; Tuesday, August 13, 139]

SROM: Personal Office of Councillor William H, Walsh
Athenaeum House
215 Pirst Street
Cambridge, MA. 02142
TELEPHONE: 617 354-3366
FAX NUMBER:617 B876=9331

0 Sandra Albano, Ass't to Clty Councll (or Staff person)
Councl] Offlce - City Hall, Cambridge, MA.

TELEPHONE NUMBER:
TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES, INCLUDING THIS PAGE: b

If you do not receive the number of pages as indlcated above,
please telephone immediately.

avvankge Councillor Walsh requests that the enclosed Counc!t Order
regarding the Harvard Unlversity Police, be Incliuded 'n the

L ARG

Consent Agemda for the Councll Sesslion on September 17, 9.7

Signature of person in Councillor Walsh'e offlice transmitting
the document(s).,

o]

Davlid F. Noonan [ .-

P
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MRThanks fof your dsual cooperatlon;

Please ring me to tonfirm recslnt and flling.

Td . CHETEM R OduME3d BT:ET T6. £T S
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WHE AS;

WHEREAS !

ORDERED!

Olﬁg nf (ﬂamhrihgg RECEIVED
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IN CITY COUNGIL
Jaish September 15, 1991

The August 3, 1991 letter which we Councll Mambers
received from Erlc Burke of Brookline, MA., (copy
attached) relating an alleged unsavory confrontation
with an officer of the Harvard University Pollce

on August 2, 1991 Is a matter of intense cohcern

and warrants 2 thorough Investigatlon and approprlately
prompt response; and

The issues ralsed by Mr. Burke th.the third paragraph
on page 2 of his letter must be addressed thorcughly;
now therefore be iU

That the Clty Manager Invite the Chief of the Harvard
Universlty Police to meet with Pelice Comm!ssloner
Apderson as soonh as possible and provide & full
accounting of hls knowledge and tnvestlgation of the
alleged Incldent and address the issus of appropriate
pollice conduct as referenced on page 2 of the letter.
Further, that the City Manager request the Pollce

Commissloner to provide the Clty Councl! with a ful)

report on this Investligation as well as his best

oplnion about whati means Can he Inltlated for increased
dlalogue among the varlous coilege Pollice/Security Forces
In Cambrldge and tLhe Cambrldge Pollce Department at his
garly convenlence. '

CATTACHMENT)

HETEM 2 OMdde3d TT:ET 16, ET 99
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Caubridge City Council 4i;\¢?,€1/

705 Rapsechuastis Avanue
Canbridge, HA 02138

Eric Burke

p.0. Box 1928

Brookline, KA 0214A-9998
August 3, 1991

| 12 Whom It Aay Concerni
ERET Y SR '

A groxluatu\* 11118 pa, August 2, 1991, my girifriend,
another famale friend, and 1 were walhing down Hags Ave.
towards Harvard Squire. HH girtfrland crosuad Kelyoke Sireet
an the crosswalk and I fo 1owed about 20 fest behind her, As
1 wis tn the aiddle of the strast 4 Cav was Coling Lowerds
me fron Kolyoks Strest &b an unsafe spead for proceading
through & intarsection whars Lhare 18 haavy pedestrian
wraftiz, and showsd no sign af slowing or steppinge !
nurried out of tha kay end pade it to the thar side of tha
straat, Ab that tine I noticed Lhat the car that slmoet hit
ok was @ Harvard Police far {nunbar 2942,

the of ficar then *clled out of his car window "Whal ars you
doing asshola? Trying 4o leprass your girlfrland?" 1 sald "1
Jas on the crostualk.’ He yalled bick that 1 was "eresaing
ageinst the light". I did nob raspond 40 this, tnd said
nothing more b the officar, 1 continuad walking dour Maes
Ave, and the officer drova glong sida B (n his car ;
yetling, "You wint to push 14171 Huh!?t Cone on! YU want to
push 14171 Lat’s go! Come anl...d in & vary thredtaning
nanner and gesturing €lth i arn which was out of iha
window. 1 nade no raply to ihe afficar out of faer for wy

gafaty.

Aftar traveling holf the distance 40 Dunstar Strast, in
¢ront of whe AU Bon Pain, the officer giopped yeiling and
pullag shadd of us and turnad down Ounsier Btresl, Wa then
stopped 8o I could regain By conposure and walt for Lha
afflear to ged further audg, 8 Wi verd vary Intinidated and
faltd vcr% thraatened by the officer. 8o much 80 that 4%
pinutes later whan W glrifriend spdtied & Yarverd Pollce
car heaging towards us she thaught tha officer wal tcoming
pack to gut us®, 1 glon't relax unbil I noticed the car wad

@ gifferent number.
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The Harvard Dfficer 1s, in epinion, net &1t te be in
charge of public gafady, He varbally pssaulted ea,
thraatensd a4, gcared ny girtériang and wy friand, and
showed the athitude of & straed gunk in the way he wat
urging ae Lo "Coue enl’ and "leb's gotts

| highly reconwnd nig dlemissel before ha ects dub a3einnt
JONE0NA And cousas RtH 4c an inndeent individuale 1§ thie
offleer raacted oo violantly touards »e, ! would hate Yo 94e
maw he would react In & mere sarious slbuetion,

1 ungarstand that Harvard Police Officars ere given full
potlsa powars on and off of Harvard Universty propardy. [
dg not fsal that an unragulated private prganizatien sheuld
be sllowed to have (4§ srivate police force hardss,
intieldete and thraaten waubars of the public. 1 wis In
grtnt faar for my safety that night and &8 1 urite this
ebbar, compitting wyself 49 naving this offcer rakdved, 1
fear for my safaly once gein. Hewgvar 1 can not sit back
and wéit for thig hunén t Inaborh to explode, for iF 1 don’d
b his future sctions will 04 wy rasponsibility, ond now,
19 yeu don’t act his scttong shall ba your rasponsibilitys

LY

Here (9 & dascription of tha officer In case he can not ha
{dentifiag by his Car Number 294, and the fact that ha wes

‘warkIng ot 11s1%pm, Fridey, August 2nd, He was ehout 2330

yedrs B1d, had short 4o the top of the wars> dark Blond
hair, & basrd, and suscular build, I ean and will
pargonally [denbidy this officar 1§ requestad,

Vary Slncerely,

S A

Eric Burki

cC

mayar Alice Wolf

Bhierf John McOonagale .
Cambridge Police Advisory Board
Hervard Police Dapartnent
Camprioge City Council
Camprldgs Police Dspartment
Harvarg Univerelty

o
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IN CITY COUNCIL

September 16, 1991

COUNCILLOR WALSH

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

ORDERED:

ORDERED:

The August 3, 1991 letter which we Council Members received from Eric Burke
of Brookline, MA (copy attached) relating an alleged unsavory confrontation with
an officer of the Harvard University Police on August 2, 1991 is a matter of
intense concern and warrants a thorough investigation and appropriately prompt
response; and

The issues raised by Mr. Burke in the third paragraph on page 2 of his letter must
be addressed thoroughly; now therefore be it

That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to invite the Chief of the
Harvard University Police to meet with Police Commissioner Anderson as soon
as possible and provide a full accounting of his knowledge and investigation of the
alleged incident and address the issue of appropriate police conduct as referenced
on page 2 of the letter; and be it further

That the City Manager request the Police Commissioner to provide the City
Council with a full report on this investigation as well as his best opinion about
what means can be initiated for increased dialogue among the various college
Police/Security Forces in Cambridge and the Cambridge Police Departmert at his
early convenience.

SEP. 1 6 1991
Adonted by the affirmative vote

L BRMbEre

of
Fspre. O

Claes



Consent Order # 17 ?:7’%4%26

Councillor Walsh re: incident with the
Harvard University Police.

In City Council,
Sept. 16, 1991

Mﬁ &Wﬁ





