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Charles Poirer, 18 Gore Street, Cambridge 02141
Fran Menores, Marjorie Brugman, Jose deFritos, Mary de Fritas,
Roland Brito, Tom Lapsley




May 11, 2000

D. Margaret Drury
City Clerk

Cambridge City Hall
Cambridge, MA 02139

Dear D. Margaret Drury:

We are writing in reference to a letter to Robert Bersani in the Department of
Inspectional Services, a copy of which is enclosed. We want to make the City Council
aware of some of the issues with the proposed development of 157 Sixth Street, the
former site of the Thypin Steel building, as a telecommunications building site. We are
asking you to put this matter on the agenda for the next City Council meeting on
Monday, May 15.

Firstly, the development has not secured the special pérmits required by the Interim
Planning Overlay Petition (IPOP) process. It is our understanding that those permits
must be secured before building permits of any kind can be issued.

Secondly, we are very concerned about the construction plans. This development will be
in the heart of the district referred to in the Larkin petition. The size of the building alone
will have a devastating effect on this neighborhood, which is already populated with large
industrial sites—in addition to being over a half million square feet and 70 feet tall, with
a floor area ratio of 3.0, with additional HVAC units allowed on top of the roof up to
20’

We urge you to investigate this matter expeditiously and see to it that the project fully

complies with the IPOP requirements and our community’s standards. We look forward

to presenting this information to the City Council. Thank you for your cooperation. ) g {
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May 9, 2000

Mr. Robert R. Bersani, Commissioner
Department of Inspectional Services
City of Cambridge

831 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA 02139

fd

RE: Proposed Telecommunications Building
157 Sixth Street /Rogers Street LLC

Dear Commissioner Bersani:

I'own a house where I live at 257 Charles Street across from the proposed

telecommunications building site and I am concerned with the permitting process for this
project.

The Board of Zoning Appeal granted a special permit on January 28,2000 allowing
demolition of the existing warehouse on the site and construction of a new
telecommunications building. However, the proposed building also is subject to the
special permit requirements of the Interim Planning Overlay Petition (IPOP) Ordinance.
Although the BZA’s decision states that “The Petitioners have also applied for [IPOP
traffic studies so a hearing on the IPOP has not yet been scheduled.” I understand that the
Petitioners now have withdrawn their [IPOP application from the Planning Board. While
L, of course, do not know what strategy the developers may be pursuing, it seems clear
that an IPOP special permit is required before the project can proceed. and specifically
before any building permit may be issued.

L

I'would appreciate your confirming in writing that your Department will not issue a
building permit for the project, in whole or in part, until the developers have fully
compiled with the IPOP requirements.

Very truly yours,

Cox ' TR—"

Carole K. Bellew
257 Charles Street
Cambridge MA 02141

ce: City Council Office- Fax 349-4287 &
Robert Healy- Fax 349-4307
Clarissa Brown, Chair, Planning Board Fax 349-4669
Donald Drisdell, Deputy City Solicitor Fax 349-4134
Susan Clippinger, Transportation Department 349-4747
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May 11, 2000

1 ~ ,
D. Margaret Drury L : 8l
City Clerk )
Cambridge City Hall T

Cambridge, MA 02139
Dear D. Margaret Drury:

We are writing in reference to a letter to Robert Bersani in the Department of Inspectional
Services, a copy of which is enclosed. We want to make the City Council aware of some of the
issues with the proposed development of 157 Sixth Street, the former site of the Thypin Steel
building, as a telecommunications building site. We are asking you to put this matter on the
agenda for the next City Council meeting on Monday, May 15.

Firstly, the development has not secured the special permits required by the Interim Planning
Overlay Petition (IPOP) process. It is our understanding that those permits must be secured
before building permits of any kind can be issued.

Secondly, we are very concerned about the construction plans. This development will be in the
heart of the district referred to in the Larkin petition. The size of the building alone will have a -
devastating effect on this neighborhood, which is already populated with large industrial
sites—in addition to being over a half million square feet and 70 feet tall, with a floor area
ratio of 3.0, with additional HVAC units allowed on top of the roof up to 20°.

We urge you to investigate this matter expeditiously and see to it that the project fully complies
with the IPOP requirements and our community’s standards. We look forward to presenting
this information to the City Council. Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely yours,

Cortr Tz

Carole K. Bellew, 257 Charles Street, Cambridge 02141
Robert V. Travers, Sr. 54 Fulkerson Street, Cambridge 02141
Joyce Travers, 54 Fulkerson Street, Cambridge 02141
Barbara Broussard, 148 Third Street, Cambridge 02141

‘Sharon & Jessie Farea, 97 Second Street, Cambridge 02141

Roland Brito, 176 Third Street, Cambridge 02141
Dorothy Vetrano, 49 Gore Street, Cambridge 02141
Cynthia Wall, Spring Street, Cambridge 02141

Mary Ann Donofrio, 122 Gore Street, Cambridge 02141
Deborah Kerschway, Cambridge 02141

Joe Avin, 106 Spring Street, Cambridge 02141
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Consent Commnnci?tion #4 —_

A communciaiton was received
from Carole K. Bellew, et al,
relative to issue’s with the
proposed development of

157 Sixth Street, the former
site of the Thypin Steel
building.
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In City Coucnil May 15, 2000
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