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IN CITY COUNCIL

-January-#-1994-
January 28, 1991

The addition of a consent agenda process would streamline City
Council meetings and permit more time for substantive discussion;
now therefore be it

That this City Council amend the Rules of the City Council as
follows:

Rule 7: All petitions, memorials, communications, or any matter
before the City Council may be referred as follows:

1. To a standing committee of the City Council
2. To a consent agenda
3. (continues as before)

Rule 23: At every regular meeting of this City Council, the order of
business shall be as follows:

1. Reading of the record, if requested, by the City ~ Council.
2. Motions for reconsideration.
3. Unfinished business from preceding meetings.

4. Consent agendas:

a. City Manager’s consent agenda
b. Communications consent agenda

c. Resolutions consent agenda
5. Communications from the City Manager . .
(continues on)

Rule 23A: Each of the three consent agendas is voted on in its
entirety. with no discussion of individual items. If any item in a
consent agenda requires a roll call vote, that censent agenda shall be
voted upon by roll call. Any item can be removed from the consent
asenda for discussion and separate vote by request of a single City
Councillor. Upon such request, the item would be moved to the
appropriate section of the agenda.




Placement of items on the City Manager’s Consent Agenda shall be
determined by the City Manager. Placement of items on the
Communications Consent Agenda shall be at the discretion of the
City Clerk. Upon submitting resolutions to the City Clerk, City
Councillors shall specify whether the resolutions should be placed on
the Consent Agenda of Motions, Orders, or Resolutions.

In City Council January 28, 1991.
Adopted by a yea and nay vote:-

Yeas 9; Nays 0; Absent 0.

Attest:- Joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.

A true copy; C?L“ﬁh L. W‘w f“'ﬁ

ATTEST:- PP SV

Joseph E. Connarton
City Clerk
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OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK

CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
CITY HALL, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139

JOSEPH E. CONNARTON (617) 349-4260 JOHN E. FLYNN
CITY CLERK : : DEPUTY CITY CLERK
TO: The Honorable, The City Council
FROM: Joseph E. Connartoncyggf
City Clerk
DATE: August 7, 1991

SUBJECT: City Council Rule #25

As you know during the past several months, the City
Council has received numerous communications relative to Cable
Television from George F. Welch Jr. a/k/a Jack. Since several of
these communications were redundant, I, in consultation with the
Mayor, did not submit these to you in accordance with Rule #25.

Mr. Welch filed a suit in Middlesex Superior Court on
this matter and the court, in the person of Judge Wendie I.
Gershengorn, found in favor of Mr. Welch , essentially due to Rule
#25, which reads in part, "the City Clerk shall place all such
correspondence on the agenda for the next reqgular meeting". Having
met with the City Solicitor's office on this matter, I respectfully
recommend to you that Rule #25 be amended by striking Rule 25 in
its entirety and replacing it with the following language:

Rule 25. All communications, petitions,

or resolutions addressed to the City

Council shall be filed with the City

Clerk. The City Clerk shall place all new
communications on the agenda for the next
regular City Council meeting. Upon re-
ceipt of a communication that is a sub-
stantially unchanged copy of a previously
submitted communication,the City Clerk

shall not place the communication on the
agenda and shall transmit said communication
to the Mayor. All communications, petitions,
or resolutions that do not meet the agenda
deadline specified in Rule 20 shall be held
over for the subsequent Council agenda unless
it is of an emergency nature.




I believe this will address the issue raised by Judge
Gershengorn and the Solicitor's office.

Thank you for your cooperation in this regard.

c.cC. Diane Wynshaw-Boris
Donald Drisdell
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Comm. from Joseph E. Connarton, City
Clerk, regarding Rule Number Twenty-Five.

In City Council,
September 16, 1991
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