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614 Massachusetts Ave.
Cambridge, MA 02139

January 25, 1985

TO: Honorable Members of the Cambridge City Council

RE: A Bill to Provide Mandatory Medical Treatment
for Alcoholics

~ After 7 years of trying to obtain passage of a bill that would assist in provid-
ing humane treatment for alcoholics, as well as provide relief to those who
are often placed in fear of them, or seriously troubled by said alcoholics,
I am very pleased to advise the Honorakle Cambridge City Council that my
favorite bill to provide mandatory medical treatment for alcoholics was signed
into law earlier this month by Governor Michael Dukakis. Seven years is a long
time to wait.

I am hopeful that this new law will provide both the police and the courts with
sufficient power so that those unfortunates who are unable to care for them-
selves because of drunkeness, may now be provided with the kind of assistance
that they often sorely need.

I would like to express my appreciation to a number of people and groups for
the tremendous assistance they gave to me in furthering the passage of this law.
They include:

Hon. Lawrence Feloney,.Presiding Justice of the Third District Court, who
O6riginally wrote the bill,:and had it:subsequently revised. He also appeared,
personally, and testified before the Joint Legislative Judiciary Committee.

City Councillor/Representative Saundra Graham, who graciously and effectively
presented the bill for consideration and supported it so well,

Senator Michael LoPresti, who gave his complete support to this bill for passage
through the Senate.

Chief of Police Anthony J. Paolillo, who gave encouragement and support.

Sargeant Richard Buongiorno, who so capably testified before the Judiciary Committee
on behalf of this bill.

Mr. James J. Caragianes, who also testified before the Judiciary Committee and pro-
vided support.
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Miss Jill Herold, Assistant City Manager for Social Services, who provided a
good deal of liaison work with various governmental agencies and individuals.

Rev. Robert Utter of the Central Square Clergymen's Committee, who appeared
before the Joint Judiciary Committee.

Mr. John J. Campbell, a prominent Cambridge businessman, attorney, and lobbyist,
whowolunteered to testify before the Joint Judiciary Committee.

Captain J. Henry Breen of the Cambridge Police Department, who drafted the
outline of the original bill 7 years ago.

The Cambridge City Council, which provided much-needed and helpful support by
unanimously voting in favor of this proposed legislation.

Cambridge Chamber of Commerce, whose Board of Directors also voted unanimously
to support the proposed legislation.

Undoubtedly, there are other individuals whose names I have not mentioned who
have also "given a great deal of support. I take great pride in the fact that
so many diverse people, of varying normal interests, were able to join and
participate in the furtherence of this particular bill. I hope that it will
provide the care and treatment for the alcoholics that we have hoped that it
will do, and assist the entire community.

Lastly, I am most appreciative of the fact that Governor Michael Dukakis signed
this bill with the full knowledge and experience of his position in knowing

of the problems created today by alcohclism, which is an unfortunate and
serious problem.

The Central Square Businessmen's Association has completely supported the
concept of undertaking this legislation, from its very inception, and I am
pleased that I am stubborn enough to continue to try to attain its passage.

My personal thanks for the splendid support of the Cambridge City Council,

the various City officials, and the individualg4nd\ organizations which gave
me help when needed.

CFB:db




COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
MASSACHUSETTS SENATE
STATE HOUSE. BOSTON 02133

Room 213-C
, , Tl.l.s.g ;z:::: COMMITTEES:
JUDICIARY (CHAIRMAN)
HON. MICHAEL LOPRESTI, JRr. ETHICS (CHAIRMAN)
SUFFOLK AND MIDDLESEX DISTRICT INSURANCE

January 23, 1985

Carl Barron
Putnam Furniture Leasing
. 614 Massachusetts Ave..

Cambridge, MA 02139

Dear Carl:

Enclosed is a copy of the new mandatory alcoholic commitment act, which
became law on January seventh. It's a pleasure for me to send you a copy of
sometp’ing you and others, devoted to seeing a better Central Square, worked
SO lohg and hard to put over. Without you we couldn't have done the job here.

I look forward to worl;ing with you on continued efforts to briﬁg new life

to this important part of the Cambridge community.

Sincerely yqurs,

A

/
Michael LoPresti dr.
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Chapter ﬁ‘:(f-

‘'THE COMMONWEALTH OF M A SSACHUSETTS
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-four

AN ACT FURTHER REGULATING THE COMMITMENT OF CERTAIN ALCOHOLICS.

1
a

i

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court:

assembled, and by the authority of.the same, as follows:

SECTION 1. The second paragraph of section 35 of chapter'123 of the Gen-i

i
H

eral Laws is hereby amended by inserting after the third sentence, inserted by

section 2 of chapter 643 of the%acts of 1973, the following two sentences:-

Upon presentation of such a petition, if there is reasonable grounds to

— e -

believe that such person will not appear and that any further delay in the%
proceedings. would preéent an immediafe danger to the physical well-being of|
the respondent, said court may issue a warrant for the apprehension and,
appearance of such person before it. No arrest shall be made on such warrant
unless the person may be p;esented immediately before a judge of the district -
court. |

SECTION 2. The third paragraph of said section 35 of said chapter 123 is:
hereby amended by striking out thé first sentence, as appearing in section &

of chapter 888 of the acts of 1970, and inserting in place thereof the follow-

ing sentence:- If, after a hearing, the court based upon competent medical

testimony finds that said person is an alcoholic and that there is a likeli-;
hood of serious harm as a result of his alcoholism, it may order such person:
. !

to be committed for a period not to exceed thirty days.

. House of Representatives, December 27, 1984,

4 | SA52£4;_,
Passed to be re-enacted, . %’4& . >)7

In Senate, December 2;7 , 1984,

» Speaker.

Passed to be re-enacted, s President. '
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15. S %“5
Comm. from Carl F. Barron, Central Square

Assoc. Re: a Bill to Provide Mandatory
Medical Treatment for Alcoholics.

In City Council,

January 28, 1985
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