ARTICLE 1l ‘
TRAFFIC ADMINISTRATION

Sec. 2.1 DUTY OF POLICE DEPARTMENT

It shall be the duty of the police department to enforce the street
traffic regulations of this city and all of the state vehicle laws applicable
to street traffic in this city, to make arrests for traffic violations, to
investigate accidents and to cooperate with the Traffic Director and
other officers of the city in the administration of the traffic laws and
in developing ways and means to improve traffic conditions, and to
carry out those duties specially imposed upon said division by these
regulations. :

Sec. 2.2 TRAFFIC DIVISION TO INVESTIGATE ACCIDENTS
It shall be the duty of the traffic division, assisted by other police
officers of the department, to investigate traffic accidents, to arrest and
to assist in the prosecution of those persons charged with violations of
law causing or contributing to such accidents.

Sec. 2.3 TRAFFIC ACCIDENT STUDIES
Whenever the accidents at any particular location become numerous,
the traffic division shall cooperate with the Traffic Director in con-
ducting studies of such accidents and determining remedial measures.

Sec. 2.4 . TRAFFIC ACCIDENT REPORTS
The traffic division shall maintain a suitable system of filing traffic
accident reports. Accident reports or cards referring to them shall be
filed alphabetically by location. Such reports shall be available for the
use and information of the Traffic Director.

Sec. 2.5 DRIVERS FILES TO BE MAINTAINED
(a) The chief of police shall keep a record of all operators involved
| in accidents within his municipality.
(b) The chief of police shall report to the registrar of motor vehicles
such operators as are found to be constant violators of these
regulations.

Sec. 2.6 POLICE DEPARTMENT TO SUBMIT ANNUAL
TRAFFIC-SAFETY REPORT

The police department shall annually prepare a traffic report which

shall be filed with the City Manager and Traffic Director. Such report

shall contain information on traffic matters in this city as follows:

(a) The number of traffic accidents, the number of persons killed,
the number of persons injured, and other pertinent traffic
accident data;

(b) The number of traffic accidents investigated and other pertinent
data on the safety activities of the police;

(c) The plans and recommendations of the division for future traffic
safety activities.
Sec. 2.7 POLICE DEPARTMENT TO DESIGNATE METHOD

OF IDENTIFYING FUNERAL PROCESSIONS
The police department shall designate a type of pennant or other
identifying insignia to be displayed upon, or other method to be em-
ployed to identify, the vehicles in funeral processions. .

Sec. 2.8 DUTIES OF THE TRAFFIC DIRECTOR
The Traffic Director shall adopt, alter or repeal rules and regulations,
relative to yehicular and pedestrian traffic in the streets of the city and
to the moVement, stopping, standing or parking, of vehicles on, and
their exclusion from, any or all streets under the control of the city;
and shall erect, make and maintain, or cause to be erected, made and
maintained all traffic control devices, warning and guide signs; and
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shall prescribe a schedule of fines for all regulations; as authorized by
the general laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

Sec. 2.9 EMERGENCY AND EXPERIMENTAL
REGULATIONS
The Traffic Director shall make all emergency, temporary, or experi-
mental regulations to cover emergency or special conditions.

Sec. 2.10 TRAFFIC BOARD
The traffic board shall be constituted as provided by the general laws of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and shall have the power under
certain conditions to void regulations made by the Traffic Director as
provided by the general laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
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APPENDIX B
SELECTED STATE ACTS, ORDINANCES AND REGULATIONS

CHAPTER 455, ACTS OF 1961

An Act establishing a Department of Traffic and Parking in the City
of Cambridge as amended by Section 7 of Chapter 786 of the. Acts of
1962, Chapter 340 of the Acts of 1972, Chapter 239 of the Acts of 1977
and Chapters 166, 424, and 585 of the Acts of 1981,

Be it enacted, as follows:

Section 1. There is established in the City of Cambridge hereinafter
referred to as the City, a department of traffic and parking, consisting of
a director of traffic and parking, hereinafter referred to as the traffic
director and such staff as may be appointed. The traffic director shall be a
traffic engineer, possessing the qualifications required for associate or full
membership in the Institute of Traffic Engineers. He shall be appointed
and may be removed by the city manager. The traffic director’s compensa-
tion shall be fixed by the city council. Upon recommendation of the traffic
director, the city manager shall have the authority to create subordinate
staff positions in the department of traffic and parking including parking
control officers, The traffic director shall make appointments to such
subordinate positions. The city manager may appoint persons to fill these
positions and may remove them pursuant to law. The traffic director shali
not be subject to the provisions of Chapter thirty-one of the General Laws.

Section 2. There is also established in the City of Cambridge a board of
traffic and parking, hereinafter referred to as the traffic board, consisting
of three citizen members to be appointed by the city manager. Of the
members first appointed by said manager, one shall be appointed for a
term of three years. Upon the expiration of the term of a member his
successor shall be appointed for a term of three years. Members shall be
eligible for reappointment. No person holding public office in said city
and no salaried employee of said city shall be eligible for appointment.
A member shall not receive any compensation for his services, but shall be
reimbursed for all reasonable expenses incurred by him in carrying out his
duties. The city manager shall each year designate one of the members to
serve as chairman of the traffic board.

The traffic board shall carry out the functions prescribed for
it in clause (a) of section three and, in addition, shall be available to the
traffic director for advice and consultation with respect to all of his acti-
vities,

Meetings of the traffic board shall be called by the chairman
either on his own motion or on request of the traffic director. Notice of.
meetings shall be sent to the board members, the traffic director, the
planning director, the chief of police, the chief of the fire department and
the commissioner of public works. All of said persons may attend board
meetings and may present their views, but only board members may vote.

Section 3. The traffic director shall have exclusive authority, except
as otherwise provided in this act, to take any and all of the following
actions, if he determines that such actions serve the public safety, welfare
or convenience, Subject to the provisions of section two of chapter eighty-
five of the General Laws: —

(a) The traffic director may adopt, alter or repeal rules and
regulations, not inconsistent with general law as modified by this act,
relative to vehicular and pedestrian traffic in the streets of the city and to
the movement, stopping, standing, or parking of vehicles on, and their
exclusion from, all or any streets, ways, highways, roads and parkways
under the control of the city, including rules and regulations designating

'

any way or part thereof under such control as a through way under and
subject to the prcvisions of section nine of chapter eighty-nine of the
General Laws. Any rule or regulation adopted under this clause, prohibiting
the parking or standing of vehicles on the whole or any part or parts of one
or more streets, ways, highways, roads or parkways under the control of,
the city may provide that it shall not apply in such residential areas as shall
be specified, and at such times as shall be prescribed, in such rule or regula-
tion, to any motor vehicle registered under chapter ninety, Section 2 of
the General Laws as principally garaged in the city and owned or used by a
person residing in such area who, in the year in which such vehicle is parked
or in the preceding December for such year, shall have giv®n, by a writing
executed in such form and detail as such rule and regulation shall prescribe
and filed with the chief of police, notice of intention to park in such area
and shall display in a conspicuous place on such vehicle, while parked,
such visible evidence of the giving of such notice as such rule or regula-
tion shall prescribe; but neither the giving of such notice nor the issuance
of visible evidence of the giving thereof shall be construed to assign any
specific space to any person or vehicle. The traffic director may prescribe
a schedule of fines not exceeding fifteen dollars for each violation of
parking regulations in the calendar year as authorized by section twenty
C of chapter ninety of the General Laws. All other violations of regulations
adopted under the provisions of this act, except as otherwise provided by
statute, shall be subject to fines not to exceed fifty dollars for each offense
as set forth in the regulations.

No such adoption, alteration or repeal shall take effect until
public notice of the proposed action has been given, except with respect
to such special rules or regulations as are declared by the traffic director
to be urgently required for the public safety or welfare or such as are of a
temporary nature and are to be effective for a period of not more than
three weeks. Public notice shall be given by publication in full of the
proposed adoption, alteration or repeal not less than once in each of three
successive weeks in one or more newspapers published or distributed in -
the city. The public notice shall incilude a statement of the effective date
of the proposed action, which shall not be less than twenty-one days
following the first of the three newspaper publications. Upon the filing
of petitions with the traffic board by not less than fifty registered voters
of the city, relative to any rule or regulation proposed to be adopted,
altered or repealed and not yet in effect, the proposed action shall be
suspended and the traffic board shall hold a public hearing thereon within
two weeks of the date the petitions were filed and shall by majority vote
approve or disapprove the proposed action within two weeks following
the public hearing.

Upon the filing of petitions with the traffic board by not less
than (50) fifty registered voters of the city, relative to any rule or regula-
tion which has been adopted, altered or repealed for a period of at least
thirty days, the traffic board shall hold a public hearing thereon within
two weeks of the date the petitions were filed and shall, following such-
hearing determine by majority vote whether to void the adoption, altera-
tion or repeal of the rule or regulation.

(b) The traffic director may erect, make and maintain, or
cause to be erected, made and maintained, traffic signs, signals, markings
and other devices for the control of traffic and parking in the city and for
informing and warning the public as to rules and regulations adopted under
this act, subject, however, to section two of chapter eighty-five and to
sections eight and nine of chapter eighty-nine of the General Laws.

(c) The traffic director may recommend to the city council
the alteration, construction, erection, installation and maintenance of
street lights.

(d) The traffic director with the approval of the city manager
may retain the services of qualified consultants when such retention is
deemed necessary or advisable,
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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139

TEL. 349-4300
Fax. 349-4307

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
ROBERT W. HEALY
City Manager

RICHARD C. ROSSI
Deputy City Manager

June 27, 1994

To The Honorable, The City Council:

In response to Awaiting Report Item No. 7, regarding the duties, authority and
composition of the Traffic Board, enclosed please find a copy of the applicable description from
the Rules and Regulation of the Department of Traffic & Parking and the pertinent section of
the Special Act Establishing the Department of Traffic & Parking in the City of Cambridge.
Any change in the Sections of the Act would require an amendment to the State Law.

It would not be my recommendation to seek legislative change to these provisions until
the new Department Head has sufficient opportunity to analyze and recommend structure.

Very truly yours,

Robert W,
City Manager
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In City Council,

June 27, 1994
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