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Inman Square Business Men's Association

Inman Square

Cambridge,
'

. ...... ..
june 18

192 6

Hon.Edward Vi, Quinn,
iUayor of Cambridge,Wass;

Dear iWr.wtayor:

.

, , ,,_. .

We are forwarding copy of resolutions adopted by the Inman
' %

.

Square 'BusinesS mn' s Association,whieh we hope you will forward to

the City Council for its ijext meeting.

!j!hanking you for your eourtesy,we remain,
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To the Nlayor and the H?norabl8 Cihty Council:

At a meeting of the Board of Dhrectors of the Inm&n &juare Business
hien's Association the following msolutiotis were adopted and voted
to be sent to the proper authorities:

Whereas: fl!he Aiayor has reeomnended in official communication and

in public for eeverU years the plan to remove thepresent :fir8 dc-
' partment and electrical Upartinent headquarters from Innian Square

and to sell the building to make additional and necessary space for
mercantile and office uses in this fast developing center,and

Whereas: the people of this eommunity,tM most thiekiy populated
in the eity,have waited in vain for the proper action for seveml
years now,and bUieve that some coordinated and orbani7jed effort be
made to th6 end that the afozmaU building be sold an¢1 the fire de
partuient apparatus be located in'd builai% to be built on 81oss ex
pensive lot of 1and,owned by the eity,not far from the pr6Sent loca
tion,where th(3 Nmmr,city couAeil,am'-chief Engineer might believe
that the fir8 appara'tm wiii"'6C" in a'u-gooa,if not better,position
to respond to the usual and future nC"C¢Ls gf fire protection,and fur
ther,that the electrical deparjment wiU its delicate and sensitive
alerm 8gtsteln be moved to a location where the vibration caused by the
heavy traffic in thjs square will not interfere with it,anC1 where

its indispensable use may not be .impaired in the ovent of a confla-
gration,e$m.and

WherB&s:This Assoeiationbelieves that the practical knowledge of
and eorreetness of the statemeiM made below are admittea by all per
sons who have gone into this ma±ter:l.f.(1) l'hat the time for pub"
lie buildings that do not necessarily have to be l(jeatea on higiily
desirable Inere&ntile and industrial'loeations ,is gom;and(2)That
thi8 square is seriously hampered in still further natural aeve.Lop-
ment by the location here of this piece of property that would mean

attractively tamble property to our city if used as suggested;and
(3) i'hat the efficiently organized Canbridge Fire Mpartment of to-
day does not require the conveniences of prominent or strategic lo
cations that seemed to be necessary and deshrable in the aays of the
volunteer fire department,and lat(3r the horse cLrawn vehieles,with
streets that mre hilly and unimproved as compared with the smooth
surEaces oF toClay which a1low,for quiaker response;and(4) That it is
obvious that the early completion and opening of the new thoroughfare
Erom Scoltay 8quare,Boston,over the Cambridge Bridge,and its conse-
queht flow of traffic up Hampshire Street and Beaeon Sltreetx will
eause inmeasureably more traffic congestion in inman Square which
would add to the already awkward traffic situation,and aCLd to the
menace;and (5) 'Phat the converging of scvBral min thoroughfares at
this point aAds to the hazards mentioned above,and {6) That the com-
munity and public in general would be helpMi by the opening of other
retail establishments in a remo¢ie1ed building,beeause of the Keener
eompetktion that wou-Ld naturally foltow;aM"

Whereas: i"ie believe that the city might take advantage o:E this op

portunity alone and be the gainer,we also suggest that i:b might help
to work out"the problem by merging the Inman Square building with the
portland 8t,build'ing,which now stands on highly desirable property
with track facilities--and permit the erection' of a large building
that would serve the neeas of botY stations now and in the future;
and
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(2)

continued:

Whereas: we believe that a stUy of the statiMics in the officeof Chief Casey pertaining to the runs made by the fire companies inlnman Square and portland St, will Umonstrate the reasonable prae-tiea'bility of sueh a merger ;c,gc eighty-one(81%) percent of the runs
made by thg company at inuian Square were maae bo East Cambridge and
Cambridgeport,in the area as follows: on the north-the SomerviLLB
line; on the west-Springfield 3t- Initµm $3t;on the southjviass.Ava;
alla on the east-the water front;we further beLieva that the"loeation
of a firehouse in the vieinity"of Norfolk St.would bring the Inman
Square apparatus,at 1east,nearer the bulk of its present ca1ls;and

"

9hereas;we believe that the time is opportUne and app]%priate to
imiggest this work for your consideration;

Be it reso1ved;That we hereby petition the =or and the City
Council of Cambridge to bring this matter to a successful conclusion
as soon as is praetivable.

Re e tfully OurSy /n

president

)
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Office of the Mayor
. City Hall— Cambridge

"\

? .

june 22 , 1926 .

/

: The Honorable, the City Council:

I transmi t herewith communi -cation frorn the Inman Square Business
Men' s Association inelosing copy of
resolutions adopted by that organiza-
tion relative to the proposed sale of
the building now occupied by the fireand electrical departments, and the
location of these departments elsewhere,

Respectfiilly yours,

G- Al)
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City of Cambridge
\

In City Council May I, l9at .

The Committee on PubUc Pmpsrty and nm e

Inoti tutions
..

to which. was referred D !?ommmicatS?o from tbs Ffayor tr&nmtung one from

the Ininan Square Bus$?$y Mq!' s A8so¢$ation..eAQlosSng copy eE rq8oiuuDH

relative to prQposea sale of City B'andang at Amati 3quare

Reports,

Rec%meljung that the commtcatim be

placcd on tile.

For the ComMtto0·

S=^U
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