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OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CITY HALL, CAMBRIDGE,MASSACHUSETTS 02139

JOSEPH E. CONNARTON
(617) 349-4260 JOHN E. FLYNN

CITY CLERK DEPUTY CITY CLERK

April 17, 1992

Mr. Russell B. Higley
City Solicitor
City Hall
Cambridge, MA 02139

Dear Sir:

Enclosed you will find a copy of a proposed amendment to the Municipal Code of the

City of Cambridge regarding recycling which was passed to be ordained at the City Council

meeting held on April 13, 1992.

Would you kindly review this amendment and indicate your approval or disapproval on
r the bottom and return to this office.

Your kind attention in this matter will be greatly appreciated.

= '=joseph E. Connarton

City Clerk

jEC/dl

Enc. (I) Ordinance # 1137

c.c. Councillor Wolf, Chair, Committee on Ordinances

Joseph Cellucci, Inspectional Services Commissioner
Hrge Albright, Law Dept.
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In the Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred Ninety-Two.

AN ORDINANCE

In amendment to an ordinance entitled the "Cambridge Municipal
Code"

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Cambridge as /onows'

Eection 8 .24. 070 (Mandatory Recycling) is hereby amended
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8.24.070 ManaatorY RecYclinq

A. Purpose and declaration of policy

B. Establishment of program

C. Definitions
D. Mandatory separation of recyclable materials

E. Collection of recyclable materials

F. Recycling plans

G. Recyclable materials

H. Recycling advisory committee

I. Rules and regulations

j. Enforcement and penalties

K. Repeal of inconsistent laws

L. Severability
M. Effective date of this section

A. Purpose and declaration of poiicY

This section has been created because of the great interest of
the people of Cambridge in preserving the environment by reducing
the amount of refuse sent to landfills and incinerators. It shall
be the policy of the city of Cambridge tD reduce the amount of
solid waste generated and to require the recycling of recyclable
materials to the fullest extent possible.

B. Establishment of program

There is hereby established a program for the mandatory
separation of certain recyclable materials from refuse which shall
apply to all buildings in Cambridge, and shall be carried out under
the supervision of the Commissioner of the Cambridge Department of
Public works (DPW).
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c. pefinitjons

The following definitions shall apply in this section:

1· 81nlninum - Aluminum cans, aluminum foil, and aluminum
containers or trays used in packaging, preparation or cooking of
food.

2. Ca,n.s, - All containers composed in whole of iron or
steel (so"called tin cans) used as containers for the packaging or
storage of various food and non-food items, except containers that
contain paint or petroleum based solvents, and any pressurized
aerosol cans.

3. Commercial establishment - Any non-residential building,
including, but not limited to, those used for retail, wholesale,
industrial, manufacturing, dining, offices, professional services,
automobile service, hotels andmotels, restaurants, or shipping and

receiving areas.

4. Corrugated cardboard - Paper in which a portion has been
made to have a wavy surface (alternating ridges and grooves) and is
placed between two flat surfaces for the sake of strength, and

which is commonly used to form cartons.

5. Glass - Bottles and jars, made of silica, sand, soda ash,
and limestone, being transparent or translucent, and used for
packaging or bottling various materials. This does not include
plastics or glass products such as window glass, blue glass, flat
glass, mirrors, plate glass, light bulbs, dishes or ceramics.

6. Household recVclinq receptacle - A rectangular plastic
box of approximately 10 to 20 gallons, designed for use by one
household.

7. Leaves - Deciduous and coniferous seasonal deposition.

8. Magazines - publications printed on glossy, clay coated
paper.
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9. Multi-familY dwejjjnq - Ariy place of residence with
thirteen or more dwelling units, including apartments,
cooperatives, condominiums, group houses, rooming houses or
boarding houses.

10. Newspaper - Newsprint-grade paper, the common,
inexpensive machine-finished paper made chiefly from wood pulp,
which is printed and distributed, and includes all newspaper
advertisement, comics and enclosures. This does not include
newspaper soiled by food, paint, petroleum products, oil or oil
solvents, or other solid wastes that are not recyclable.

11. Nonprofit orqanization - An established organization or
foundation dedicated to public service or culture, including, but
not limited to, religious, educational, and health care functions.

12. Occupier of land - Any owner, lessee or tenant of any
residential dwelling, commercial establishment or nonprofit
organization in Cambridge.

13. Paper leaf bag - A paper leaf bag shall be a Sanitary
Kraft Paper Sack or equal of thirty (30) gallon capacity, two (2)

ply fifty (50) pound wet strength with decomposing glue and

reinforced self-supporting square bottom closure.

14. Plastic - Clear and colored bottles and jugs made from
high density polyethylene (HDPE) and polyethylene terephythalate
(PET) plastics, excluding caps and lids.

15. Recyclable materials - Any type of refuse designated by
the Cambridge Commissioner of Public Works through rules and

regulations issued under this section to be separated for
recycling.

16. Refuse - All solid waste generated by occupiers of land
in Cambridge.

17. Residential dwelling - Any residential building,
including single-family homes, apartment buildings, buildings
containing cooperatives and condominiums, group houses, rooming
houses or boarding houses.

3



,
P

P "
0

· 4

18. sorted office paper - printed or unprinted sheets,
shavings and cuttings of colored or white sulphite or sulphate
ledger, bond, writing and other paper which have a similar fiber
and filler content, and which are free of treated, coated, padded
and heavily printed paper, carbon paper and non-paper materials.

19. Toter - A barrel of approximately 60 to 100 gallons with
wheels and a lid used for storage of recyclables, and compatible
with collection equipmentusedby the City's recyclables collection
contractor.

20. Yard waste - Grass clippings, weeds, hedge clippings,
garden waste, and twigs and brush not longer than two feet in
length and one half inch in diameter.

21. White qoods - Major kitchen and laundry appliances
including, but not limited to stoves, washers, refrigerators and

dryers. Nothing in this definition shall waive compliance with the
rules and regulations for the generation, transportation, storage

, and disposal of hazardous waste.

D. Mandatory separation of recVclable materials

It shall be mandatory for each occupier of land in Cambridge
to separate all designated recyclable materials from other refuse
in accordance with the provisions of this section:

The timetable for ccmpliance shall be as follows:

1. Buildings which receive City solid waste collection
services

On and after the effective date of this section, it shall be
mandatory for each owner, lessee or tenant of a building which
receives City solid waste collection services to separate. from
other refuse all recyclable materials designated by the
Commissioner in rules and regulations issued under this section,
provided, however that this requirement shall be Celayed, with
regard to owners, lessees or tenants of multi-family dwellings.
Owners of multi-family dwellings shall submit a recycling plan to
the Commissioner or his or her designee in accordance. with
subsection F. This requirement shall also apply to all City-owned
buildings, including schools.
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2. Buildinqs which do not receive City solid waste
collection services

It shall be mandatory for each owner, lessee or tenant of a

building which does not receive city solid waste collection to
separate all designated recyclable materials from other refuse in
accordance with a recycling plan to be submitted to the
Commissioner or his or her designee, in accordance witt subsection
F.

E. Collection of recyclable materials

1. Buildinqs which receive citY solid waste collection
services

a) As long as funds are available, the City will provide one
household recycling receptacle to each dwelling unit in buildings
with twelve or fewer units that receive city trash collection. The

City shall retain ownership of all its household recycling
receptacles and the resident of each dwelling unit shall take
proper care to protect such receptacle from loss or damage.

Receptacles that are lost or stolen will be replaced by the City as
long as the City's supplies last. After City supplies are
depleted, it shall be the responsibility of the resident of each

dwelling unit to obtain a suitable replacement within 45 days. In
such buildings, the materials designated for recycling in rules and

regulations promulgated by the Commissioner shall be placed in said
household recycling receptacles.

b) As long as funds are available, the city will provide a

suitable number of household recycling receptacles and/or toters to
buildings with thirteen or more units that receive City trash
collection. The number of household recycling receptacles and/or
toters to be provided shall be determined by the city for each

individual building. The City shall retain ownershi? of all its
household recycling receptacles and toters and the owner or owners
of the building shall take proper care to protect such containers
from loss or damage. If the containers are lost or stolen, it is
the responsibility of the owner or owners of the building to Dbtain
a suitable replacement within 45 days in accordance with rules and

regulations to be issued by the Commissioner under this section.
In such buildings, the materials designated for recycling in rules
and regulations promulgated by the Commissioner shall be placed in
said household recycling receptacles and/or toters.

c) During the leaf and yard waste collection season, cwners,
lessees or tenants shall place their leaves and yard waste in Paper
Leaf Bags (as defined in subsection C), open barrels or boxes to be
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provided by the owner, lessee or tenant. However, if the owner,
lessee or tenant employs a commercial lardscaping company, the
landscaping company is responsible for hauling away the leaves and

yard waste from the owner's property.

d) The preparation and placement of recyclables shall be
accomplished in accordance with rules and regulations to be issued
by the commissioner under this section.

e) All recycling containers and receptacles shall be placed
for collection on the oater edge of the sidewalk, so as not to
obstruct the free passage of pedestrians, or in such other place
and on days specified by the Commissioner 1r rules and regulations
to be issued under this section.

f) Recyclables shall not be placed in plastic garbage bags

for collection, removal or disposal. Recyclables shall not be
placed in the same refuse containers as other solid waste or mixed
with other forms of solid waste for collection, removal or
disposal. If separation of recyclable materials from other refuse
does not take place, the City may decide nor to collecc said other
refuse.

g) Upon placement of recyclables for the City or its
contractor at the curbside, pursuant to this subsection, such
recyclables shall become the property of the city. It shall be a

violation of this section if any person, other than authorized
agents of the City acting in the course

:

jf their employment or
contract, collects or causes to be collected any recyclables so
placed. Each and every such collection in violation hereof from
one or more locations shall constitute a separate and distinct
offense. In addition to the penalty provided in subsection j, any

violator of this subsection E shall make restitution to the City
for the value of recyclables illegally rem:wed.

2. Buildinqs which do not receive citY solid waste

collection services

In buildings which do not receive City solid waste collection
services, the materials designated for recycling in rules and

regulations promulgated by the Commissioner shall be placed in
recycling receptacles provided by the owner or owners of such
building. The Owner or owners of such buildings shall be

responsible for the costs of recyclables separation and collection.
Any savings in solid was:e disposal realizei due to recycling shall
accrue to the owner or owners of such buildings.

The owner or owners of such buildings shall subrr.it recycling
plans to the Commissioker in accordance vith subsection F. The
Commissioner shall have che authority to require documentation from
the City's recyclables collection contractors and from any owner,
lessee or tenant of a building which does not receive City solid
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waste collection services, that recyclables are being delivered to
a broker or end market that causes the material to be recycled or
composted rather than landfilled or incinerated.

F. Recyclinq plans
1. All property owr-ers required to submit recycling plans to

the Commissioner shall do so by the date set for plan submissions
in the rules and regulations promulgated by the Commissioner under
this section. Separation and collection of recyclables in such
building shall begin within 120 days of plan approval by the
Commissioner.

2. Contents of plan

Each recycling plan will cover the following items:

a) Which recyclables will be put out for collection
b) Frequency of collection
C) Methods to be used for collection, including types of

containers

d) Any other items which may be specified in rules and
regulations promulgated by the Commissioner under this
section.

Plans shall be submitted in a format to be specified in
rules and reg'.ilations promulgated by the Commissioner
under this section.

G. RecYclable materials

The recyclables materials to be separated shall be designated
by the Commissioner in rules and regulations to be issued under
this section.

H. Recyclinq advisory committee

There is hereby escablished a Recycling Advisory Committee.
The Committee, as requested, shall provide advice, assistance and
recommendations to the Commissioner regarding the recycling,
program.

The Committee shall be appointed by the City Manager, and

shall consist of at least 9 persons with a demonstrated interest in
recycling, at least six of whom are residents of Cambridge. At
least one member shall be chosen from volunteers in the City's
monthly recycling drop-cff program, one member shall represent the
private real estate industry (apartment management), and one member

shall be a designee of the Cambridge Housing Authority. One member

7

"T



. .0

' ' 6 "t
. ^

shall represent the business community, and one member shall
represent non-profit institutions. The term shall be three years.

The Commissioner, or his or her designee, shall be an ex-
officio member of the committee.

I. Rules and requlations

The commissioner, with the approval of the city Manager, may

promulgate rules and regulations for the implementation of this
section.

j. Enforcement and penalties

Whoever violates any provision of this section, including any

rule or regulation promulgated under subsection G., may be

penalized by a noncriminal disposition as provided in G.L. c. 40,
S. 21D. For purposes of this section, the following officials
shall be enforcing persons: designated staff of the Camtridge
Department of Public Works. The penalty for each vioZation shall
be $25.00.

A penalty will be assessed under this section only after the
violator receives a written warning regarding the violation
indicating the method of correction.

K. Repeal of inconsistent laws

All ordinances, resolutions, regulations or other documents
inconsistent with the provisions of this section are hereby
repealed to the extent cf such inconsistency.

L. Severability
This section and the various parts, sentences and clauses

thereof are hereby declared to be severable. If any part, sentence
or claus2 is adjudged to be invalid, the remainder of this section
shall not be affected ttereby.
M. Effective date of this section

This 8.24.070 shal: take effect when notice of the effective
date is published by tEe Commissioner in a newspaper of general
circulation in Cambridge.

Passed to be ordained zit the City Council meeting held on April 13, 1992
by a yea and nay vote: Yeas 9; Nays 0; Absent 0.

Robert Id. Healy, City Manager.

ATTEST:

- joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.
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8.24.070 Mandatory Recyclinq

A. Purpose and declaration of policy

B. Establishment Df program

C. Definitions
D. Mandatory separation of recyclable materials

E. Collection of recyclable materials

F. Recycling plans

G. Recyclable materials

H. Recycling advisory committee

I. Rules and regulations

j. Enforcement and penalties

K. Repeal of inconsistent laws

L. Severability
M. Effective date of this section

A. Purpose and declaration of poiicY

This section has been created because of the great interest of
the people of Cambridge in preserving the environment by reducing
the amount of refuse sent to landfills and incinerators. It shall
be the policy of the City of Cambridge to reduce the amount of
solid waste generated and to require the recycling of recyclable
materials to the fullest extent possible.

B. Establishment of program

There is hereby established a program for the mandatory
separation of certain recyclable materials from refuse which shall
apply to all buildings in Cambridge, and shall be carried out under
the supervision of the Commissioner of the Cambridge Departnent of
Public Works (DPW).
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c. pefjnitions

The following definitions shall apply in this section:

1. /Lluminum - Aluminum cans, aluminum foil, and aluminum
containers or trays used in packaging, preparation or cooking of
food.

2. Ca.n,s, - All containers composed in whole of iron or
steel (so-called tin cans) used as containers for the packaging or
storage of various food and non-food items, except containers that
contain paint or petroleum based solvents, and any pressurized
aerosol cans.

3. Commercial establisrment - Any non-residential building,
including, but not limited to, those used for retail, wholesale,
industrial, manufacturing, dining, offices, professional services,
automobile service, hotels and motels, restaurants, or shipping and

receiving areas.

4. Corrugated cardboard - Paper in which a portion has been
made to have a wavy surface (alternating ridges and grooves) and is
placed between two flat surfaces for the sake of strength, and

which is commonly used to form cartons.

5. Gl.a.s.s, - Bottles and jars, made of silica, sand, soda ash,
and limestone, being transparent or translucent, and used for
packaging or bottling various materials. This does not include
plastics or glass products such as window glass, blue glass, flat
glass, mirrors, plate glass, light bulbs, dishes or ceramics.

6. Household recVclinq receptacle - A rectangular plastic
box of approximately 10 to 20 gallons, designed for use by one
household.

7. Leaves - Deciduous and coniferous seasonal deposition.

8. Magazines - publications printed on glossy, clay coated
paper.
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9. Multi-family dweljjnq - Any place of residence with
thirteen or more dwelling units, including apartments,
cooperatives, condominiums, group houses, rooming houses or
boarding houses.

10. Ne=aRer - Newsprint-grade paper, the common,
inexpensive machine-finished paper made chiefly from wood pulp,
which is printed and distributed, and includes all newspaper
advertisement, comics and enclosures. This does not include
newspaper soiled by food, paint, petroleum products, oil or oil
solvents, or other solid wastes that are not recyclable.

11. Nonprofit orqanization - An established organization or
foundation dedicated to public service or culture, including, but
not limited to, religious, educational, and health care functions.

12. Occupier of land - Any owner, lessee or tenant of any
residential dwelling, commercial establishment or nonprofit
organization in Cambridge.

13. Paper leaf bag - A paper leaf bag shall be a Sanitary
Kraft Paper Sack or equal of thirty (30) gallon capacity, two (2)

ply fifty (50) pound wet strength with decomposing glue and

reinforced self-supporting square bottom closure.

14. Plastic - Clear and colored bottles and jugs made from
high density polyethylene (HOPE) and polyethylene terephythalate
(PET) plastics, excluding caps and lids.

15. Recyclable materials - Any type of refuse designated by

the Cambridge Commissioner of Public Works through rules and

regulations issued under this section to be separated for
recycling.

16. Refuse - All solid waste generated by occupiers of land
in Cambridge.

17. Residential dwelling - Any residential building,
including single-family homes, apartment buildings, buildings
containing cooperatives and condominiums, group houses, rooming
houses or boarding houses.

3
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18. Sorted office paper - Printed or unprinted sheets,
shavings and cuttings of colored or white sulphite or sulphate
ledger, bond, writing and other paper which have a similar fiber
and filler content, and which are free of treated, coated, padded
and heavily printed paper, carbon paper and non-paper materials.

19. Toter - A barrel of approximately 60 to 100 gallons with
wheels and a lid used for storage of recyclables, and compatible
with collection equipment used by the City's recyclables collection
contractor.

20. Yard waste - Grass clippings, weeds, hedge clippings,
garden waste, and twigs and brush not longer than two feet in
length and one half inch in diameter.

21. White goods - Major kitchen and laundry appliances
including, but not limited to stoves, washers, refrigerators and

dryers. Nothing in this definition shall waive compliance with the
rules and regulations for the generation, transportation, storage
and disposal of hazardous waste.

D. Mandatory separation of recy'clable materials

It shall be mandatory for each occupier of land in Cambridge
to separate all designated recyclable materials from other refuse
in accordance with the provisions of this section:

The timetable for compliance shall be as follows:

1. Buildings which receive citY solid waste collection
services

on and after the effective date of this section, it shall be
mandatory for each owner, lessee or tenant of a building which
receives City solid waste collection services to separate from
other refuse all recyclable materials designated by the
Commissioner in rules and regulations issued under this section,
provided, however that this requirement shall be delayed with
regard to owners, lessees or tenants of multi-family dwellings.
Owners of multi-family dwellings shall submit a recycling plan to
the Commissioner or his or her designee in accordance with
subsection F. This requirement shall also apply to all City-owned
buildings, including schools.
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2. Buildings which do not receive City solid waste
collection services

It shall be mandatory for each owner, lessee Dr tenant of a

building which does not receive City solid waste collection to
separate all designated recyclable materials from other refuse in
accordance with a recycling plan to be submitted to the
Commissioner or his or her designee, in accordance with subsection
F.

E. Collection of recyclable materials

1. Buildinqs which receive citY solid waste collection
services

a) As long as funds are available, the City will provide one
household recycling receptacle to each dwelling unit in buildings
with twelve or fewer units that receive city trash collection. The

City shall retain ownership of all its household recycling
receptacles and the resident of each dwelling unit shall take
proper care to protect such receptacle from loss or damage.

Receptacles that are lost or stolen will be replaced by the City as
long as the City's supplies last. After City supplies are
depleted, it shall be the responsibility of the resident of each

dwelling unit to obtain a suitable replacement within 45 days. In
such buildings, the materials designated for recycling in rules and

regulations promulgated by the Commissioner shall be placed in said
household recycling receptacles.

b) As long as funds are available, the City will provide a

suitable number of household recycling receptacles and/or toters to
buildings with thirteen or more units that receive City trash
collection. The number of household recycling receptacles and/or
toters to be provided shall be determined by the city for each

individual building. The City shall retain ownership of all its
household recycling receptacles and toters and the owner or owners
of the building shall take proper care to protect such containers
from loss or damage. If the containers are lost or stolen, it is
the responsibility of the owner or owners of the building to

:

jbtain
a suitable replacement within 45 days in accordance with rules and

regulations to be issued by the Commissioner under this section.
In such buildings, the materials designated for recycling in rules
and regulations promulgated by the Commissioner shall be placed in
said household recycling receptacles and/or toters.

C) During the leaf and yard waste collection season, owners,
lessees or tenants shall place their leaves and yard waste irz Paper
Leaf Bags (as defined in subsection C), open barrels or boxes to be

5
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provided by the owner, lessee or tenant. However, if the owner,
lessee or tenant employs a commercial landscaping company, the
landscaping company is responsible for hauling away the leaves and

yard waste from the owner's property.

d) The preparation and placement of recyclables shall be
accomplished in accordance with rules and regulations to be issued
by the Commissioner under this section.

e) All recycling containers and receptacles shall be placed
for collection on the outer edge of the sidewalk, so as not to
obstruct the free passage of pedestrians, or in such other place
and on days specified by the Commissioner in rules and regulations
to be issued under this section.

f) Recyclables shall not be placed in plastic garbage bags

for cOllection, removal or disposal. Recyclables shall not be

placed in the same refuse containers as other solid waste or mixed
with other forms of solid waste for collection, removal or
disposal. If separation of recyclable materials from other refuse
does not take place, the City may decide not to collect said other
refuse.

g) Upon placement of recyclables for the City or its
contractor at the curbside, pursuant to this subsection, such

recyclables shall become the property of the City. It shall be a

violation of this section if any person, other than authorized
agents of the City acting in the course of their employment or
contract, collects or causes to be collected any recyclables so
placed. Each and every such collection in violation hereof from
one or more locations shall constitute a separate and distinct
offense. In addition to the penalty provided in subsection j, any

violator of this subsection E shall make restitution to the city
for the value of recyclables illegally removed.

2. Buildings which do not receive citY solid waste

collection services

In buildings which do not receive City solid waste collection
services, the materials designated for recycling in rules and

regulations promulgated by the Commissioner shall be placed in
recycling receptacles provided by the owner or ormers of such

building. The Owner or owners of such buildings shall be

responsible for the costs of recyclables separation and colle3tion.
Any savings in solid waste disposal realized due to recycling shall
accrue to the owner or owners of such buildings.

The owner or owners of such buildings shall submit recycling
plans to the Commissioner in accordance with subsection F. The

Commissioner shall have the authority to require documentation from
the City's recyclables collection contractors and from any owner,
lessee or tenant of a building which does not receive City solid

6
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waste collection services, that recyclables are being delivered to
a broker or end market that causes the material to be recycled or
composted rather than landfilled or incinerated.

F. RecYclinq plans
1. All property owners required to submit recycling plans to

the commissioner shall do so by the date set for plan submissions
in the rules and re'gulations promulgated by the Commissioner under
this section. Separation and collection of recyclables in such
building shall begin within 120 days of plan apprcval by the
Commissioner.

2. Contents of plan

Each recycling plan will cover the following items:

a) which recyclables will be put out for collection
Ij) Frequency of collection
C) Methods to be used for collection, including types of

containers

d) Any other items which may be specified in rules and
regulations promulgated by the Commissioner under this
section.

Plans shall be submitted in a format to be specified in
rules and regulations promulgated by the Commissioner
under this section.

G. Recyclable materials

The recyclables materials to be separated shall be designated
by the Commissioner in rules and regulations to be issued under
this section. .

H. Recyclinq advisory committee

There is hereby established a Recycling Advisory Committee.
The Committee, as requested, shall provide advice, assistance and
recommendations to the Commissioner regarding the recycling
program.

The Committee shall be appointed by the City 34anager, and
'

shall consist of at least 9 persons with a demonstrated interest in
recycling, at least six of whom are residents of Cambridge. At
least one member shall be chosen from volunteers in the City's
monthly recycling drop-off program, one member shall represent the
private real estate industry (apartment management), and one member

shall be a designee of the Cambridge Housing Atithority. One member

7
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shall represent the business community, and one member shall
represent non-profit institutions. The term shall be three years.

The Commissioner, or his or her designee, shall be an ex-
officio member of the Committee.

I. Rules and regulations

The Commissioner, with the approval of the city Manager, may

promulgate rules and regulations for the implementation of this
section.

j. Enforcement and penalties

Whoever violates an7 provision of this section, including any

rule or regulation promulgated under subsection G., may be

penalized by a noncriminal disposition as provided in G.L. c. 40,
S. 21D. For purposes of this section, the following officials
shall be enforcing persons: designated staff of the camkriAge
Department of Public Works. The penalty for each violation shall
be $25.00.

A penalty will be assessed under this section only after the
violator receives a wsitten warning regarding the violation
indicating the method of correction.

K. Repeal of inconsistent laws

All ordinances, resolutions, regulations or other documents
inconsistent with the provisions of this section are hereby
repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.

L. Severability
This section and zhe various parts, sentences and clauses

thereof are hereby declared to be severable. If any part, sentence

or clause is adjudgEd tc be invalid, the remainder of this section
shall not be affected thereby.

M. Effective date of this section

This 8.24.070 shall take effect when notice of the effective
date is published by the Commissioner in a newspaper of general
circulation in Cambridge.

Passed to be ordained at the City Council meeting held on April 13, 1992

by a yea and nay vote: Yeas 9; Nays 0; Absent 0.

Robert 1A. Healy, City Manaµr.

ATTEST:

- joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.
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AN ORDINANCE

In amendment to an ordinance entitled the "Cambridge Municipal
Code"

\

Be it ordained by the Cig Council of the City of Cambridge as follows:

Section 8. 24 . 070 (Mandatory Recycling) is hereby amended
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8.24.070 ManaatQrY RecYclinq

A. Purpose and declaration of policy

B. Establishment of program

C. Definitions
D. Mandatory separation of recyclable materials

E. Collection of recyclable materials

F. Recycling plans

G. Recyclable materials

H. Recycling advisory committee

I. Rules and regulations

j. Enforcement and penalties

K. Repeal of inccnsistent laws

L. Severability
M. Effective datE of this section

A. Purpose and declaration of poiicY

This section has be2n created because of the great interest of
the people of Cambridge in preserving the environment by reducing
the amount of refuse sert to landfills and incinerators. it shall
be the policy of the City of cambridge to reduce the amount of
scAld waste generated and to require the recycling of recyclable
materials to the fullest extent possible.

B. Establishment of program

There is hereby established a program for the mandatory
separation of certain recyclable materials from refuse which shall
apply to all buildings in Cambridge, and shall be carried out under
the supervision of the Commissioner of the Cambridge Department of
Public works (DPW).
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C. Pefinitions

The following definitions shall apply in this section:

1. Aluminum - Aluminum cans, aluminum foil, and aluminum
containers or trays used in packaging, preparation or cooking of
food.

2. Ca,n,s, - All containers composed in whole of iron or
steel (so-called tin cans) used as containers for the packaging or
storage of various food and non-food items, except containers that
contain paint or petroleum based solvents, and any pressurized
aerosol cans.

3. Commerciaj establishment - Any non-residential building,
including, but not limited to, those used for retail, wholesale,
industrial, manufacturing, dining, offices, professional services,
automobile service, hotels and motels, restaurants, or shipping and

receiving areas.

4. Corrugated cardboard - Paper in which a portion has been
made to have a wavy surface (alternating ridges and grooves) and is
placed between two flat surfaces for the sake of strength, and

which is commonly used to form cartons.

5. Glass - Bottles and jars, made of silica, sand, soda ash,
and limestone, being transparent or translucent, and used for
packaging or bottling various materials. This does not include
plastics or glass products such as window glass, blue glass, flat
glass, mirrors, plate glass, light bulbs, dishes or ceramics.

6. Household recycling receptacle - A rectangular plastic
box of approximately 10 to 20 gallons, designed for use by one
household.

7. Le.a,v,e.s, - Deciduous and coniferous seasonal deposition.

8. Magazines - publications printed on glossy, clay coated
paper.

2
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9. Multi-familY dweljjnq - Any place of residence with
thirteen or more dwelling units, including apartments,
cooperatives, condominiums, group houses, rooming houses or
boarding houses.

10. Newspaper - Newsprint-grade paper, the common,
inexpensive machine-finished paper made chiefly from wood pulp,
which is printed and distributed, and includes all newspaper
advertisement, comics and enclosures. This does not include
newspaper soiled by food, paint, petroleum products, oil or oil
solvents, or other solid wastes that are not recyclable.

11. Nonprofit orqanization - An established organization or
foundation dedicated to ;jublic service or culture, including, but
not limited to, religious, educational, and health care functions.

12. occupier of land - Any owner, lessee or tenant of any

residential dwelling, commercial establishment or nonprofit
organization in Cambridgm

13. Paper leaf bag - A paper leaf bag shall be a Sanitary
Kraft Paper Sack or equa-l of thirty (30) gallon capacity, two (2)

· ply fifty (50) pound wet strength with decomposing glue and

reinforced self-supporting square bottom closure.

14. Plastic - cleer and colored bottles and jugs made from
high density polyethylene (HDPE) and polyethylene terephythalate
(PET) plastics, excluding caps and lids.

15. Recyclable materials - Any type of refuse designated by
the Cambridge Commissioner of Public Works through rules and

regulations issued under this section to be separated for
recycling.

16. Refuse - All Eolid waste generated by occupiers of land
in Cambridge.

17. Residential dwelling - Any residential building,
including single-family homes, apartment buildings, buildings
containing cooperatives and condominiums, group houses, rooming
houses or boarding houses.

3
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18. Sorted office paper - Printed or unprinted sheets,
shavings and cuttings OI colored or white sulphite or sulphate
ledger, bond, writing and other paper which have a similar fiber
and filler content, and which are free of treated, coated, padded
and heavily printed paper, carbon paper and non-paper materials.

19. Toter - A barrel of approximately 60 to 100 gallons with
wheels and a lid used fc-r storage of recyclables, and compatible
with collection equipment used by the City's recyclables collection
contractor.

20. Yard waste - Grass clippings, weeds, hedge clippings,
garden waste, and twigs and brush not longer than two feet in
length and one half inch in diameter.

21. White goods - Major kitchen and laundry appliances
including, but not limited to stoves, washers, refrigerators and

dryers. Nothing in this definition shall waive compliance with the
rules and regulations for the generation, transportation, storage
and disposal of hazardous waste.

D. MandatorV separaticn of recyclable materials

It shall be mandatcry for each occupier of land in Cambridge

to separate all designated recyclable materials from other refuse
in accordance with the Frovisions of this section:

The timetable for compliance shall be as follows:

1. Buildings which receive citY solid waste collection
services

On and after the effective date of this section, it shall be

mandatory for each owner, lessee or tenant of a building which
receives City solid waste collection services to separate from
other refuse all recyclable materials designated by the
Commissioner in rules and regulations issued under this section,
provided, however that this requirement shall be delayed with
regard to owners, lessEes or tenants of multi-family dwellings.
owners of multi-family dwellings shall submit a recycling plan to
the Commissioner or his or her desigriee in accordance with
subsection F. This requirement shall also apply to all City-owned
buildings, including schools.

4
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2. Buildinqs which do not receive City solid waste
collection services

It shall be mandatory for each owner, lessee or tenant of a

building which does not receive city solid waste collection to
separate all designated recyclable materials from other refuse in
accordance with a recycling plan to be submitted to the
Commissioner or his or her designee, in accordance with subsection
F.

E. Collection of recyclable materials

1. Buildinqs which receive citY solid waste collection
services

a) As long as funds are available, the city will provide one
household recycling receptacle to each dwelling unit in buildings
with twelve or fewer units that receive city trash collection. The

City shall retain ownership of all its household recycling
receptacles and the resident of each dwelling unit shall take
proper care to protect such receptacle from loss or damage.

Receptacles that are lost or stolen will be replaced by the City as
long as the City's supplies last. After City supplies are
depleted, it shall be the responsibility of the resident of each

dwelling unit to obtain a suitable replacement within 45 days. In
such buildings, the materials designated for recycling in rules and

regulations promulgated by the Commissioner shall be placed in said
household recycling receptacles.

b) As long as funds are available, the City will provide a

suitable number of household recycling receptacles and/or tot?rs to
buildings with thirteen or more units that receive City trash
collection. The number of household recycling receptacles and/or
toters to be provided shall be determined by the City Lor each

individual building. The City shall retain ownership of ail its
household recycling receptacles and toters and the owner or owners
of the building shall take proper care to protect such containers
from loss or damage. If the containers are lost or stolen, it is
the responsibility of the owner or owners of the building toobtain
a suitable replacement within 45 days in accordance with rules and

regulations to be issued by the Commissioner under this se::tion.
In such buildings, the materials designated for recycling in rules
and regulations promulgated by the Commissioner shall be placed in
said household recycling receptacles and/or toters.

c) During the leaf and yard waste collection season, owners,
lessees or tenants shall place their leaves and yard waste in Paper
Leaf Bags (as defined in subsection C), open barrels or boxes to be

5
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provided by the owner, lessee or tenant. However, if the owner,
lessee or tenant employs a commercial landscaping company, the
landscaping company is responsible for hauling away the leaves and

yard waste from the owner's property.

d) The preparation and placement of recyclables shall be

accomplished in accordance with rules and regulations to be issued
by the Commissioner under this section.

e) All recycling containers and receptacles shall be placed
for collection on the outer edge of the sidewalk, so as not to
obstruct the free passage of pedestrians, or in such other place
and on days specified by the Commissioner in rules and regulations
to be issued under this section.

f) Recyclables shall not be placed in plastic garbage bags

for collection, removal or disposal. Recyclables shall not be

placed in the same refuse containers as other solid waste or mixed
with other forms of solid waste for collection, removal or
disposal. If separation of recyclable materials from other refuse
does not take place, the City may decide not to collect said other
refuse.

g) Upon placement of recyclables for the City or its
contractor at the curbside, pursuant to this subsection, such

recyclables shall become the property of the City. It shall be a

violation of this section if any person, other than authorized
agents of the City acting in the course of their employment or
contract, collects or causes to be collected any recyclables so
placed. Each and every such collection in violation hereof from
one or more locations shall constitute a separate and distinct
offense. In addition to the penalty provided in subsection j, any

violator of this subsection E shall make restitution to the city
for the value of recyclables illegally removed.

2. Buildings which do not receive city solid waste

collection services

In buildings which do not receive City solid waste collection
services, the materials designated for recycling in rules and

regulations promulgated by the Commissioner shall be placed in
recycling receptacles provided by the owner or owners of such
building. The Owner or owners of such buildings shall be

responsible for the costs of recyclables separation and collection.
Any savings in solid waste disposal realized due to recycling shall
accrue to the owner or owners of such buildings.

The owner or owners of such buildings shall submit recycling
plans to the Commissioner in accordance with subseccion F,. The

Commissioner shall have the authority to require documentation from
the City's recyclables collection contractors and from any owner,
lessee or tenant of a building which does not receive City solid

6
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waste collection services, that recyclables are being delivered to
a broker or end market that causes the material to be recycled or
composted rather than landfilled or incinerated.

F. RecVclinq plans
1. All property owrers required to submit recycling plans to

the Commissioner shall do so by the date set for plan submissions
in the rules and regulations promulgated by the Commissioner under
this section. Separation and collection of recyclables in such
building shall begin within 120 days of plan approval by the
Commissioner.

2. Contents of plan

Each recycling plan will cover the following items:

a) which recyclables will be put out for collection
b) Frequency of collection
C) Methods to be used for collection, including types' of

containers

d) Any other items which may be specified in rules and
regulations promulgated by the Commissioner under this
section.

Plans shall be submitted in a format to be specified in
rules and regulations promulgated by the Commissioner
under this section.

G. Recyclable materials

The recyclables materials to be separated shall be designated
by the Commissioner in rules and regulations to be issued under
this section.

H. RecVclinq advisorY committee

There is hereby escablished a Recycling Advisory Committee.
The Committee, as requested, shall provide advice, assistance and
recommendations to the Commissioner regarding the recycling
program.

The Committee shall be appointed by the city Manager, and

shall consist of at least 9 persons with a demonstrated interest in
recycling, at least six of whom are residents of Cambridge. At
least one member shall be chosen from volunteers in the 2ity's
monthly recycling drop-cff program, one member shall represent the
private real estate industry (apartment management), and one member

shall be a designee of the cambridge Housing Authority. One member

7
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shall represent the business community, and one member shall
represent non-profit institutions. The term shall be three years.

The Commissioner, cr his or her designee, shall be an ex-
officio member of the Conmittee.

I. Rules and regulations

The Commissioner, with the approval of the City Manager, may

promulgate rules and regulations for the implementation of this
section.

j. Enforcement and penalties

Whoever violates any provision of this section, including any

rule or regulation promulgated under subsection G., may be

penalized by a noncriminal disposition as provided in G.L. c. 40,
S. 21D. For purposes of this section, the following officials
shall be enforcing persons: designated staff of the CamEridge

Department of Public works. The penalty for each violation shall
be $25.00.

A penalty will be assessed under this section only after the
violator receives a

w:

itten warning regarding the violation
indicating the method of correction.

K. Repeal of inconsistent laws

All ordinances, resolutions, regulations or other documents

inconsistent with the provisions of this section are hereby
repealed to the extent c·f such inconsistency.

L. Severability

This section and the various parts, sentences and cLauses
thereof are hereby declared to be severable. If any part, sentence

or clause is adjudged tc he invalid, the remainder of this section
shall not be affected thereby.

M. Effective date of this section

This 8.24.070 shal take effect when notice cf the effective
date is published by the Commissioner in a newspaper of general
circulation in Cambridge.

Passed to be ordained at the City Council meeting held on April 13, 1992

by a yea and nay vote: Yeas 9; Nays 0; Absent 0.

Robert Id. Healy, City Manager.

ATTEST:

- joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.
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In the Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred Ninety-Two.

AN ORDINANCE

In amendment to an ordinance entitled the "Cambridge Municipal
code"

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Cambridge as follows:

,

Section 8. 24 . 070 (Mandatory 'Recycling) is hereby amer.ded
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8.24.070 Mandatory Recyclinq

A. Purpose and declaration of policy
B. Establishment of program

C. Definitions
D. Mandatory separation of recyclable materials

E. Collection of recyclable materials

F. Recycling plans

G. Recyclable materials

H. Recycling advisory committee

I. Rules and regulations

j. Enforcement and penalties
K. Repeal of inconsistent laws

L. Severability
M. Effective date of this section

A. Purpose and declaration of poiicY

This section has been created because of the great interest of
the people of Cambridge in preserving the environment by reducing
the amount of refuse sent to landfills and incinerators. It shall
be the policy of the City of Cambridge to reduce the amount of
solid waste generated and to require the recycling of recyclable
materials to the fullest extent possible.

B. Establishment of program

There is hereby established a program for the mandatory
separation of certain recyclable materials from refuse which shall
apply to all buildings in Cambridge, and shall be carried out under
the supervision of the Comlnissioner of the Cambridge Department of
Public works (DPW).
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C. Definitions

The following definitions shall apply in this section:

1. Aluminum - Aluminum cans, aluminum foil, and aluminum
containers or trays used in packaging, preparation or cooking of
food.

2. Cans - All containers composed in whole of iron or
steel (so-called tin cans) used as containers for the packaging or
storage of various food and non-food items, except containers that
contain paint or petroleum based solvents, and any pressurized
aerosol cans.

3. Commercial establishment - Any non-residential building,
including, but not limited to, those used for retail, wholesale,
industrial, manufacturing, dining, offices, professional services,
automobile service, hotels andmotels, restaurants, or shipping and
receiving areas.

4. Corruqated cardboard - Paper in which a portion has been
made to have a wavy surface (alternating ridges and grooves) and is
placed between two flat surfaces for the sake of strength, and
which is commonly used to form cartons.

5. Gl,a.s,s, - Bottles and jars, made of silica, sand, soda ash,
and limestone, being transparent or translucent, and used for
packaging or bottling various materials. This does not include
plastics or glass products such as window glass, blue glass, flat
glass, mirrors, plate glass, light bulbs, dishes or ceramics.

6. Household recycling receptacle - A rectangular plastic
box of approximately 10 to 20 gallons, designed for use by one
household.

7. Leaves - Deciduous and coniferous seasonal deposition.

8. Magazines - publications printed on glossy, clay coated
paper.

2
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9. Multi-famiiY dwellinq - Any place of residence with
thirteen or more dwelling units, including apartments,
cooperatives, condominiums, group houses, rooming houses or
boarding houses.

10. Newspaper - Newsprint-grade paper, the ccmunon,
inexpensive machine-finished paper made chiefly from wood pulp,
which is printed and distributed, and includes all newspaper
advertisement, comics and enclosures. This does not include
newspaper soiled by food, paint, petroleum products, oil or oil
solvents, or other solid wastes that are not recyclable.

11. Nonprofit orqanization - An established organization or
foundation dedicated to public service or culture, including, but
not limited to, religious, educational, and health care functions.

12. occupier of land - Any owner, lessee or tenant of any
residential dwelling, commercial establishment or nonprofit
organization in Cambridge.

13. Paper leaf bag - A paper leaf bag shall be a Sanitary
Kraft Paper Sack or equal of thirty (30) gallon capacity, two (2)
ply fifty (50) pound wet strength with decomposing glue and
reinforced self-supporting square bottom closure.

14. Plastic - Clear and colored bottles and jugs made from
high density polyethylene (HDPE) and polyethylene terephythalate
(PET) plastics, excluding caps and lids.

15. Recyclable materials - Any type of refuse designated by
the Cambridge Commissioner of Public Works through rules and
regulations issued under this section to be separated for
recycling.

16. Refuse - All solid waste generated by occupiers of land
in cambridge.

17. Residential dwelling - Any residential building,
including single-family homes, apartment buildings, buildings
containing cooperatives and condominiums, group houses, rooming
houses or boarding houses.
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18. Sorted office paper - Printed or unprinted sheets,
shavings and cuttings of colored or white sulphite or sulphate
ledger, bond, writing and other paper which have a similar fiber
and filler content, and which are free of treated, coated, padded
and heavily printed paper, carbon paper and non-paper materials.

19. Toter - A barrel of approximately 60 to 100 gallons with
wheels and a lid used for storage of recyclables, and compatible
with collection equipmentused bythe City's recyclables collection
contractor.

20. Yard waste - Grass clippings, weeds, hedge clippings,
garden waste, and twigs and brush not longer than two feet. in
length and one half inch in diameter.

21. Wttite qoods - Major kitchen and laundry appliances
including, but not limited to stoves, washers, refrigerators and
dryers. Nothing in this definition shall waive compliance with the
rules and regulations for the generation, transportation, storage
and disposal of hazardous waste.

D. Mandatory separation of recVclable materials

It shall be mandatory for each occupier of land in Cambridge
to separate all designated recyclable materials from other refuse
in accordance with the provisions of this section:

The timetable for compliance shall be as follows:

1. Buildings which receive City' solid waste collection
services

On and after the effective date of this section, it shall be
mandatory for each owner, lessee or tenant of a building which
receives City solid waste collection services to separate from
other refuse all recyclable materials designated by the
Commissioner in rules and regulations issued under this section,
provided, however that this requirement shall be delayed with
regard to owners, lessees or tenants of multi-family dwellings.
Owners of multi-family dwellings shall submit a recycling plan to
the Commissioner or his or her designee in accordance with
subsection F. This requirement shall also apply to all City-owned
buildings, including schools.

4
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2. Buildinqs which do not receive citY solid waste
collection services

It shall be mandatory for each owner, lessee or tenant of a
building which does not receive City solid waste collection to
separate all designated recyclable materials from other refuse in
accordance with a recycling plan to be submitted to the
Commissioner or his or her designee, in accordance with subsection
F.

E. Collection of recYclable materials

1. Buildinqs which receive citY solid waste collection
services

a) As long as funds are available, the City will provide one
household recycling receptacle to each dwelling unit in buildings
with twelve or fewer units that receive city trash collection. The
city shall retain ownership of all its household recycling
receptacles and the resident of each dwelling unit shall take
proper care to protect such receptacle from loss or damage.
Receptacles that are lost or stolen will be replaced by the City as
long as the City's supplies last. After City supplies are
depleted, it shall be the responsibility of the resident of each
dwelling unit to obtain a suitable replacement within 45 days. In
such buildings, thematerials designated for recycling in rules and
regulations promulgated by the Commissioner shall beplaced in said
household recycling receptacles.

b) As long as funds are available, the city will provide a
, suitable number of household recyclingreceptacles and/or toters to

buildings with thirteen or more units that receive City trash
collection. The number of household recycling receptacles and/or
toters to be provided shall be determined by the City for each
individual building. The City shall retain ownership of all its
household recycling receptacles and toters and the owner or Dwners
of the building shall take proper care to protect such containers
from loss or damage. If the containers are lost or stolen, it is
the responsibility of the owner or owners of the building to obtain
a suitable replacement within 45 days in accordance with rules and
regulations to be issued by the Commissioner under this section.
In such buildings, the materials designated for recycling in rules
and regulations promulgated by the Commissioner shall be placed in
said household recycling receptacles and/or toters.

c) jjuring the leaf and yard waste collection season, owners,
lessees or tenants shall place their leaves and yard waste in Paper
Leaf Bags (as defined in subsection C), open barrels or boxes to be
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provided by the owner, lessee or tenant. However, if the owner,
lessee or tenant employs a commercial landscaping company, the
landscaping company is responsible for hauling away the leaves and
yard waste from the owner's property.

d) The preparation and placement of recyclables shall be
accomplished in accordance with rules and regulations to be issued
by the Commissioner under this section.

e) All recycling containers and receptacles shall be placed
for collection on the outer edge of the sidewalk, so as not to
obstruct the free passage of pedestrians, or in such other place
and on days specified by the Commissioner in rules and regulations
to be issued under this section.

f) Recyclables shall not be placed in plastic garbage bags
for collection, removal or disposal. Recyclables shall not be
placed in the same refuse containers as other solid waste or'mixed
with other forms of solid waste for collection, removal or
disposal. If separation of recyclable materials from other refuse
does not take place, the City may decide not to collect said other
refuse.

g) Upon placement of recyclables for the City cr its
contractor at the curbside, pursuant to this subsection, such
recyclables shall become the property of the City. It shall be a
violation of this section if any person, other than authorized
agents of the City acting in the course of their employment or
contract, collects or causes to be collected any recyclables so
placed. Each and every such collection in violation hereoE from
one or more locations shall constitute a separate and distinct
offense. In addition to the penalty provided in subsection j, any
violator of this subsection E shall make restitution to the City
for the value of recyclables illegally removed.

2. Buildinqs which do not receive City solid waste
collection services

In buildings which do not receive City solid waste collection
services, the materials designated for recycling in rules and
regulations promulgated by the Commissioner shall be placed in
recycling receptacles provided by the owner or owners OE such
building. The Owner or owners of such buildings shall be
responsible for the costs of recyclables separation and collection.
Any savings in solid waste disposal realized due to recycling shall
accrue to the owner or owners of such buildings.

The owner or owners of such buildings shall submit recycling
plans to the commissioner in accordance with subsection F. The
Commissioner shall have the authority to require documentation from
the City's recyclables collection contractors and from any owner,
lessee or tenant of a building which does not receive City solid
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waste collection services, that recyclables are being delivered to
a broker or end market that causes the material to be recycled or
composted rather than landfilled or incinerated.

F. Recycling plans
1. All property owners required to submit recycling plans to

the Commissioner shall Co so by the date set for plan submissions
in the rules and regulations promulgated by the Commissioner under
this section. Separation and collection of recyclables in such
building shall begin within 120 days of plan approval by the
Commissioner.

2. Contents of plan

Each recycling plar. will cover the following items:

a) Which recyclables will be put out for collection
b) Frequency of collection
C) Methods to be used for collection, including types of

containers

d) Any other itEms which may be specified in rules and
regulations promulgated by the Commissioner under this
section.

Plans shall be submitted in a format to be specified in
rules and regulations promulgated by the Commissioner
under this section.

G. Recyclable materials

The recyclables mat-erials to be separated shall be designated
by the Commissioner in rules and regulations to be issued under
this section.

H. Recyclinq advisory committee

There is hereby established a Recycling Advisory Committee.
The Committee, as requested, shall provide advice, assistance and
recommendations to the commissioner regarding the recycling
program.

The Committee shall be appointed by the City Manager, and
shall consist of at leasz 9 persons with a demonstrated interest in
recycling, at least six of whom are residents of Cambridge. At
least one member shall be chosen from volunteers in the City's
monthly recycling drop-cff program, one member shall represent the
private real estate industry (apartmentmanagement), and one member

shall be a designee of the Cambridge Housing Authority. One member

7



< ' ' b

shall represent the business community, and one member shall
represent non-profit institutions. The term shall be three years.

The Commissioner, Dr his or her designee, shall be an ex-
officio member of the Committee.

I. Rules and requlaticns
The commissioner, k"ith the approval of the City Manager, may

promulgate rules and regulations for the implementation of this
section.

j. Enforcement and peralties
Whoever violates any provision of this section, including any

rule or regulation pmmulgated under subsection G., may be
penalized by a noncriminal disposition as provided in G.L. c. 40,
S. 21D. For purposes of this section, the following officials
shall be enforcing persons: designated staff of the Cambridge
Department of Public Works. The penalty for each violation shall
be $25.00.

A penalty will be assessed under this section only after the
violator receives a written warning regarding the violation
indicating the method of correction.

K. Repeal of inconsistent laws

All ordinances, resolutions, regulations or other documents
inconsistent with the provisions of this section are hereby
repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.

L. Severability

This section and the various parts, sentences and clauses
thereof are hereby declared to be severable. If any part, sentence
or clause is adjudged to be invalid, the remainder of this section
shall not be affected thereby.

M. Effective date of this section

This 8.24.070 shall take effect when notice of the effiective
date is published by the Commissioner in a newspaper of general
circulation in Cambridge.

Passed to be ordained it the City Council meeting held on April 13, 1992
by a yea and nay vote: Yeas 9; Nays 0; Absent 0.

Robert W. Healy, City Manage".

ATTEST:- joseph E. Connarton, City Cilerk.
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A. Purpose and declaration of policy

B. Establishment of program

C. Definitions
D. Mandatory separation of recyclable materials

E. Collection of recyclable materials

F. Recycling plans

G. Recyclable materials

Hp Recycling advisory committee

I. Rules and regulations

j. Enforcement and penalties

K. Repeal of inconsistent laws

L. severability
M. Effective date of this section

A. Purpose and declaration of policy

This section has been created because of the great interest of
the people of Cambridge in preserving the environment by reducing
the amount of refuse sent to landfills and incinerators. It shall
be the policy of the City of Cambridge to reduce the amount of
solid waste generated and to require the recycling of recyclable
materials to the fullest extent possible.

B. Establishment of program

There is hereby established a program for the mandatory
separation of certain recyclable materials from refuse which shall
apply to all buildings in Cambridge, and shall be carried out under
the supervision of the Commissioner of the Cambridge Department of
Public works (DPW).
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C. Definitions

The following definitions shall apply in this section:

1. Aluminum - Aluminum cans, aluminum foil, and aluminum
containers or trays used in packaging, preparation or cooking of
food.

2. Cans - All containers composed in whole of iron or
steel (so-called tin cans) used as containers for the packaging or
storage of various food and non-food items, except containers that
contain paint or petroleum based solvents, and any pressurized
aerosol cans.

3! Commercial establishment ~ Any non-residential buiLding,
including, but not limited to, those used for retail, wholesale,
industrial, manufacturing, dining, offices, professional services,
automobile service, hotels andmotels, restaurants, or shipping and

receiving areas.

4. Corrugated cardboard - Paper in which a portion has been
made to have a wavy surface (alternating ridges and grooves) and is
placed between two flat surfaces for the sake of strength, and
which is commonly used to form cartons.

5. Glass - Bottles and jars, made of silica, sand, soda ash,
and limestone, being transparent or translucent, and used for
packaging or bottling various materials. This does not include
plastics or glass products such as window glass, blue glass, flat
glass, mirrors, plate glass, light bulbs, dishes or ceramics.

6. Household recYclinq receptacle - A rectangular plastic
box of approximately 10 to 20 gallons, designed for use by one
household.

7. Leaves - Deciduous and coniferous seasonal deposition.

8. Magazines - publications printed on glossy, clay coated
paper.
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" 9. Multi-famiiY dwelling - Any place of residence with

thirteen or more dwelling units, including apartments,
cooperatives, condominiums, group houses, rooming houses or
boarding houses.

10. Newspaper - Newsprint-grade paper, the common,
inexpensive machine-fintshed paper made chiefly from wood pulp,
which is printed and distributed, and includes all newspaper
advertisement, comics and enclosures. This does not include
newspaper soiled by food, paint, petroleum products, oil cr oil
solvents, or other soliC wastes that are not recyclable.

11. Nonprofit orqcnization - An established organization or
foundation dedicated to public service or culture, including, but
not limited to, religious, educational, and health care functions.

i'

12. Occupier of land - Any owner, lessee or tenant of any

residential dwelling, commercial establishment or nonprofit
organization in Cambridge.

13. Paper leaf bag - A paper leaf bag shall be a Saaitary
Kraft Paper Sack or equal of thirty (30) gallon capacity, two (2)

ply fifty (50) pound wet strength with decomposing glue and

reinforced self-supporting square bottom closure.

14. Plastic - Clear and colored bottles and jugs made from
high density polyethylene (HDPE) and polyethylene terephythalate
(PET) plastics, excluding caps and lids.

15. Recyclable materials - Any type of refuse designated by
the Cambridge commissioner of Public Works through rules and

regulations issued under this section to be separated for
recycling.

16. Refuse - All 3olid waste generated by occupiers of land
in Cambridge.

17. Residential dwelling - Any residential building,
including single-family homes, apartment buildings, buildings
containing cooperatives and condominiums, group houses, rooming
houses or boarding houses.

3
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° 18. Sorted office paper - Printed or unprinted sheets,
shavings and cuttings of colored or white sulphite or sulphate
ledger, bond, writing and other paper which have a similar fiber
and filler content, and which are free of treated, coated, padded
and heavily printed paper, carbon paper and non-paper materials.

19. Toter - A barrel of approximately 60 to 100 gallons with
wheels and a lid used for storage of recyclables, and compatible
with collection equipment used by the City's recyclables collection
contractor.

20. Yard waste - Grass clippings, weeds, hedge clip?ings,
garden waste, and twigs and brush not longer than two feet in
length and one half inc"i in diameter.

f21. White qoods - Major kitchen and laundry appliances
including, but not limited to stoves, washers, refrigerators and

dryers. Nothing in this definition shall waive compliance with the
rules and regulations for the generation, transportation, storage
and disposal of hazardous waste.

D. MandatorV separation of recyclable materials

It shall be mandatory for each occupier of land in Cambridge

to separate all designated recyclable materials from other refuse
in accordance with the provisions of this section:

The timetable for compliance shall be as follows:

1. Buildimqs which receive City solid waste collection
services

On and after the Effective date of this section, it shall be
mandatory for each owner, lessee or tenant of a building which
receives City solid wcste collection services to separate from
other refuse all recyclable materials designated by the
Commissioner in rules and regulations issued under this section,
provided, however that this requirement shall be delayed with
regard to owners, lessees or tenants of multi-family dwellings.
Owners of multi-family dwellings shall submit a recycling plan to
the Commissioner or his or her designee in accordance with
subsection F. This requirement shall also apply to all City-owned
buildings, including schools.

4



0
0

2. Buildings which do not receive city solid waste
collection services

It shall be mandatory for each owner, lessee or tenant of a

building which does not receive City solid waste collection to
separate all designated recyclable materials from other refuse in
accordance with a recycling plan to be submitted to the
Commissioner or his or her designee, in accordance with subsection
F.

E. Collection of recyclable materials

1. Buildinqs which receive City solid waste collection
servic¢s

a) As long as funds are available, the city will provide one
household recycling receptacle to each dwelling unit in buildings
with twelve or fewer units that receive city trash collection. The

City shall retain ownership of all its household recycling
receptacles and the resident of each dwelling uniz shall take
proper care to protect such receptacle from loss or damage.

Receptacles that are lost or stolen will be replaced ky the City as
long as the City's supplies last. After City supplies are
depleted, it shall be the responsibility of the reszdent cf each

dwelling unit to obtain a suitable replacement within 45 days. In
such buildings, the materials designated for recycling in rules and

regulations promulgated by the Commissioner shall be placed in said
household recycling receptacles.

b) As long as funds are available, the City will provide a

suitable number of household recycling receptacles and/or toters to
buildings with thirteen or more units that receive City trash
collection. The number of household recycling receptacles and/or
toters to be provided shall be determined by the city for each

individual building. The City shall retain ownership of all its
household recycling rec3ptacles and toters and the owner or owners
of the building shall take proper care to protect such containers
from loss or damage. If the containers are lost or stolen, it is
the responsibility of the owner or owners of the building to obtain
a suitable replacement within 45 days in accordance with rules and

regulations to be issued by the Commissioner under this s?ction.
In such buildings, the materials designated for recycling in rules
and regulations promulgated by the Commissioner shall be placed in
said household recycling receptacles and/or toters.

c) During the leaf and yard waste collection season, Dwners,
lessees or tenants shall place their leaves and yardwaste in Paper
Leaf Bags (as defined in subsection C), open barrels or boxes to be

5



, %' j$rovided by the owner, lessee or tenant. However, if the owner,
lessee or tenant employs a commercial landscaping company, the
landscaping company is responsible for hauling away the leaves and

yard waste from the owner's property.

d) The preparation and placement of recyclables shall be
accomplished in accordance with rules and regulations to be issued
by the Commissioner under this section.

e) All recycling containers and receptacles shall be placed
for collection on the outer edge of the sidewalk, so as not to
obstruct the free passaje of pedestrians, or in such other place
and on days specified by the Commissioner in rules and regulations
to be issued under this section.

f) Recyclables shall not be placed in plastic garbage bags

for collection, removal or disposal. Recyclables shall not be
placed?·in the same refuse containers as other solid waste or mixed
with other forms of solid waste for collection, removal or
disposal. If separation of recyclable materials from other refiise
does not take place, the City may decide not to collect said other
refuse.

g) Upon placement of recyclables for the city or its
contractor at the curbside, pursuant to this subsection, such
recyclables shall become the property of the city. It shall be a

violation of this section if any person, other than authorized
agents of the City acting in the course of their employmmt or
contract, collects or causes to be collected any recyclables so
placed. Each and every such collection in violation hereof from
one or more locations shall constitute a separate and distinct
offense. In addition to the penalty provided in subsection j, any
violator of this subsection E shall make restitution to the city
for the value of recyclables illegally removed.

2. Bwildinqs which do not receive City solid waste
collection services

In buildings which do not receive city solid waste collection
services, the materials designated for recycling in rules and

regulations promulgated by the Commissioner shall be placed in
recycling receptacles provided by the owner or owners of such
building. The Owner or owners of such buildings shall be
responsible for the costs of recyclables separation and collection.
Any savings in solid waste disposal realized due to recycling shall
accrue to the owner or·owners of such buildings.

The owner or owners of such buildings shall submit recycling
plans to the Commissioner in accordance with subsection F. The
Commissioner shall have the authority to require documentation from
the City's recyclables collection contractors and from any owner,
lessee or tenant of a building which does not receive City solid

6



. .'Qaste collection services, that recyclables are being delivered to
a broker or end market that causes the material to be recyc>d or
composted rather than landfilled or incinerated.

F. Recyclinq plans
1. All property owners required to submit recycling plans to

the Commissioner shall do so by the date set for plan submissions
in the rules and regulations promulgated by the Commissioner under

this section. separation and collection of recyclables in such
building shall begin within 120 days of plan approval by the
Commissioner.

2. Contents of plan

Each recycling plan will cover the following items:

' a) Which recyclables will be put out for collection
1

b) Frequency of collection

c) Methods to be used for collection, including types of
containers

d) Any other items which may be specified in rules and

regulations promulgated by the Commissioner under this
C

section.

Plans shall be submitted in a format to be specified in
rules and regulations promulgated by the Commissioner
under this section.

G. Recyclable materials

The recyclables materials to be separated shall be designated
by the Commissioner in rules and regulations to be issueC under
this section.

H. RecVclinq advisorV committee

There is hereby established a Recycling Advisory Committee.
The Committee, as requested, shall provide advice, assistance and
recommendations to the commissioner regarding the recycling
program.

The Committee shall be appointed by the City Manager, and

shall consist of at least 9 persons with a demonstrated interest in
recycling, at least six of whom are residents of Cambridge. At
least one member shall be chosen from volunteers in the City's
monthly recycling drop-off program, one member shall represent the
private real estate industry (apartment management), and one member

shall be a designee of the Cambridge Housing Authority. One member

7



. ·'?hall represent the business community, and one member shall
represent non-profit institutions. The term shall be three years.

The Commissioner, or his or her designee, shall be an ex-
officio member of the Committee.

I. Rules and regulations

The Commissioner, with the approval of the City Manager, may

promulgate rules and regulations for the implementation of this
section.·

j. Enforcement and penalties

Whoever violates any provision of this section, including any
rule or regulation promulgated under subsection G., may be

penalized by a noncriminal disposition as provided in G.L. c. 40,
S. 21D3 For purposes of this section, the following officials
shall be enforcing persons: designated staff of the Cambridge
Department of Public works. The penalty for each violation shall
be $25.00.

A penalty will be assessed under this section only after the
violator receives a written warning regarding the violation
indicating the method of correction.

K. Repeal of inconsistent laws

All ordinances, resolutions, regulations or other documents
inconsistent with the provisions of this section are hereby
repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.

L. SeverabilitY

This section and the various parts, sentences and clauses
thereof are hereby declared to be severable. If any part, sentence

or clause is adjudged to be invalid, the remainder of this section
shall not be affected thereby.

M. Effective date of this section

This 8.24.070 shall take effect when notice of the efFective
date is published by the Commissioner in a newspaper of general
circulation in Cambridge.

Passed to a second reading at the City Council meeting held on
March 30, 1992 and on or after April 13, 1992 the question comes on passing
to be ordained.

ATTEST:

- joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.
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a. Purpose and declaration of policY

This section has been created because of the great interest of
the people of Cambridge in preserving the environment by reducing

the amount of refuse sent to landfills and incinerators. It shall
be the policy of the City of Cambridge to reduce tte amount of
solid waste generated and to require the recycling of recyclable
materials to the fullest extent possible.

B. Establishment of program

There is hereby established a program for the mandatory

separation of certain recyclable materials from refuse which shall
apply to all buildings in Cambridge, and shall be carried out under

the supervision of the Commissioner of the Cambridge Lepartment of
Public works (DPW).
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C. Definitions

The following definitions shall apply in this section:

' 1. Aluminum - Aluminum cans, aluminum foil, and aluminum

containers or trays used in packaging, preparation or cooking of
food.

2. Cans - All containers composed in whole of iron or
steel (so-called tin cans) used as containers for the packaging or

.storage of various food and non-food items, except containers that
contain paint or petroleum based solvents, and any pressurized
aerosol cans.

.
e 't ""

" "

""'"" '"":
3:

'
-?-Commercial establishment - Any non-residenticl building,

'including, but not limited to, those used for retail, wholesale,
'

..'industrial, manufacturing, dining, offices, professional services,
T-

automobile service, hotels andmotels, restaurants, or shipping and

," "
, receiving areas.

P "

. .-. . _.
"-?

'"' ·'
,..:

.
"_. · 4..... Corruqated cardboard - Paper in which a portion has been

2-;;":

:'
"' .made.to have a wavy surface (alternating ridges and grooves) and is

., . _ ..

*,-. -.--"v.placed between two flat surfaces for the sake of strength, and
,:

'.. ,.-. -yhich is commonly,used to form cartons..

r" "-

'" 5. .""Glass l Bottles and jars, made of silica, sand, soda ash,

and liypstone, being transparent or translucent, and used for
packaging or bottling various materials. This does not include

plastics or glass products such as window glass, blue glass,. flat
glass, mirrors, plate glass, light bulbs, dishes or ceramics.

6. Household recycling receptacle - A rectangular plastic
box of approximately 10 to 20 gallons, designed for use by one

household.

7. Leaves - Oeciduous and coniferous seasonal deposition.

8. Maqazimes - publications printed on glossy, clay coated

paper.

2
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9. Multi-familV dwelling - Any place of residence with
thirteen or more dwelling units, including apartments,
cooperatives, condominiums, group houses, rooming houses or
boarding houses.

.· 10. Newspaper - Newsprint-gradC paper, the common,

inexpensive machine-finished paper made chiefly from wood pilp,
which is printed and distributed, and includes all newspaper
advertisement, comics and enclosures. This does nDt include
newspaper soiled by food, paint, petroleum products, oil or oil
solvents, or other solid wastes that are not recyclable.

11. Nonprofit orqanization - An established organization or
foundation dedicated to public service or culture, including, but

not limited to, religious, educational, and health care functzons.
e

. 12. Occupier of land - Any owner, lessee or tenant of any

residential dwelling, commercial establishment or nonprofit
organization in Cambridgm

13. Paper leaf bac - A paper leaf bag shall be a Sanitary

Kraft Paper Sack or equal of thirty (30) gallon capacity, two (2)

. ply fifty (50) pound wet strength with decomposing glue and

. reinforced self-supporting square bottom closure.

14. Plastic - Clear and colored bottles and jugs made from

high density polyethylene (HOPE) and polyethylene terephytbalate
(PET) plastics, excluding caps and lids.

j
15. Recyclable materials - Any type of refuse designated by

the Cambridge Commissioner of public Works through rules and

regulations issued under this section to be separated for
recycling.

16. Refuse - All solid waste generated by occupiers oZ land

in Cambridge.

17. Residential dwelling - Any residential building,
including single-family homes, apartment buildings, buildings
containing cooperatives and condominiums, group houses, rooming

houses or boarding houses.

3
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18. Sorted office paper - Printed or unprinted sheets,
shavings and cuttings 'of colored or white sulphite or sulphate

ledger, bond, writing and other paper which have a similar fiber
and filler content, and which are free of treated, coated, padded

and heavily printed paper, carbon paper and non-paper materials.

,.

19. Toter - A barrel of approximately 60 to 100 gallons with
wheels and a lid used for storage of recyclables, and compatible

withcollection equipmentusedbytheCity's recyclables collection "

contractor.

"" . 20. Yard·waste - Grass clippings; we?ds, hedge clippings,
' garden waste, and twigs and brush not longer than two feet. in

length and one half inch in diameter.

--

.2t:

,. whit": goods'

-' Major kitchen ard laundry appliances -

' including, but not limited to stoves, washers, refrigerators and
"

dryers. Nothing in this definitionshall waive compliance with the
.' rules and regulations for the generation, txansportation, st0rage

.
and disposal of hazardous waste.

D. MandatorY separation of recYclable mat?rials

It shall be mandatory for each occupier of land in Cambridge

to Separate all designated recyclable materials from other refuse
in accordance with the provisions of this section:

The timetable for compliance shall be as follows:
.^

1. Buildinc[s which receive City solid waste collection
services

On and after the effective date of this section, it shall be

mandatory for each owner, lessee or tenant of a building which

receives City solid waste collection services to separate from

other refuse all recyclable materials designated by the
Commissioner in rules and regulations issued under this section,
provided, however that this requirement shall be delayed with
regard to owners, lessees or tenants of rulti-family dwellings.
Owners of multi-family dwellings shall submit a recycling plan to
the Commissioner or his or her designee in accordance with
subsection F. This requirement shall also apply to all City-owned
buildings, including scfjools.
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2. Buildinqs which do not receive citY solid waste

collection services

"'

It shall be mandatory for each owner, lessee or tenant of a

building which does not receive city solid waste collection to
separate all designated recyclable materials from other refuse in
accordance with a recycling plan to be submitted to the
Commissioner or his or her designee, in accordance with subsection

. F:

E. - Collection of rec'jclable materials
"

1. I3uildinqs whjch
j:

ecejve citY solid waste collectjon
" 'servicqs " "

... .. . _.. _.
'. a) As long as funds are available, the City will provide one

. household recycling receptacle to each dwelling unit in buildings
",,-'."" " with twelve or fewer units that receive city trash collection. The

-:

"'.'.'.. . City' shall retain ownership of all its household recycling
Z.2:.;:- receptacles and the resident of each dwelling unit shall take
'": .

."- .

,,,E.a ,.proper care to "protect such receptacle from loss or damage.
:

:j. .". "Receptacles that are lost or stolenwill be replaced by the city as
";;""- "long as the city's supplies last. After City supplies are

depleted, it shall be the responsibility of the resident of each

. dwelling unit to obtain a suitable replacement within 45 days. In
such buildings, thematerials designated for recycling in rules and

regulations promulgated by the Commissioner shall be placed in said
household recycling receptacles.

b)"^ As long as funds are available, the city will provide a

suitable number of household recycling receptacles and/or toters to
buildings with thirteen or more units that receive City trash
collection. The number of household recycling receptacles and/or

toters to be provided shall be determined by the city for each

individual building. The city shall retain ownership of all its
household recycling rec:zptacles and toters and the owner or owners

of the building shall take proper care to protect such containers
from loss or damage. If the containers are lost or stolen, it is
the responsibility of the owner or owners of the building to obtain
a suitable replacement within 45 days in accordance with rules and

regulations to be issued by the Commissioner under this section.
In such buildings, the materials designated for recycling in rules
and regulations promulgated by the Commissioner shall be placed in
said household recycling receptacles and/or toters.

C) ijuring the leaf and yard waste collection season, owners,
lessees or tenants shall place their leaves and yard waste in Paper

Leaf Bags (as defined in subsection C), open barrels or boxes to be

5
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provided by the owner, lessee or tenant. However, if the owmr,
lessee or tenant employs a commercial landscaping company, the
landscaping company is responsible for hauling away the leaves and

yard waste from the owner's property.

d) The preparatior and placement of recyclables shall be

accomplished in accordance with rules and regulations to be issued

by the commissioner under this section.

e) All recycling containers and receptacles shall be placed

for collection on the outer edge of the sidewalk, so as not to
obstruct the free passage of pedestrians, or in such other place

and on days specified by the commissioner in rules and regulations
to be issued under this section.

b
,

f) Recyclables shall not be placed in plastic garbage bags

for collection, removal or disposal. Recyclables shall not be

placed2·in the same refuse containers as other solid waste or mixed

with- otfier forms of- solid waste for collection, removal or
' disposal. If separation ;jf recyclable materials from other refuse

does not take place, the ?ity may decide not to collect said cther
' refuse.

.
g) Upon placement of recyclables for the city or its

-"." contractor at the curbside, pursuant to this subsection, such

, ,
' recyclables shall become the property of the city. It shall be a

', viOlation of this section if any person, other than authorized
.Z '

,
agents of the City acting in the course of their employment or

" contract, collects or causes to be collected any recyclables so

"" placed. Each and every such collection in violation hereof from

one or more locations snail constitute a separate and distinct
'

, offense. In addition to the penalty provided in subsection j, any

violator of this subsection E shall make restitution to the city
for the""value of recyclables illegally removed.

2. Buildinqs which do not receive City solid waste

collection services

In buildings which do not receive City solid waste collection
services, the materials designated for recycling ir, rules and

regulations promulgated by the Commissioner shall be placed in
recycling receptacles provided by the owner or owners of such

building. The Owner or owners of such buildings shall be

responsible for the costs of recyclables separation and collection.
Any savings in solid waste disposal realized due to recycling shall
accrue to the owner or omers of such buildings.

The owner or owners of such buildings shall submit recycling
plans to the Commissioner in accordance with subsection F. The

Commissioner shall have the authority to require documentation from

the City's recyclables c'ollection contractors and from any owner,

lessee or tenant of a building which does not receive City solid

6
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waste collection services, that recyclables are being delivered to
a broker or end market that causes the material to be recycled or
composted rather than landfilled or incinerated.

F. Recyclinq plans
1. All property owners required to submit recycling plans to

the Commissioner shall do so by the date set. for plan submissions
in the rules and regulations promuigated by the commissioner under

this section. Separation and collection of recyclables in such

building shall begin within 12 0 days of plan approval by the
. commissioner.

0
0

+

.
2 . 'Contents of plan

P b -
a

·
p

.
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,

Each recycling plan will cover the following items:

" a) which recyclables wiii be put out for collection
,. r

'
.

g
,

*

" " _" b)' Frequency of collect1on .
· -

" "

. .
0

P 0 0

P
.

.-
C) Methods to be used for collection, including types of
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" Plans shall be submitted in a format to be specified in
.

0 . »
· - + aP

"-. - rules and regulations promulgated by the Commissioner
P " P

-'- under this section.

G. Recyclable materials
T]ia recyclables materials to be separated shall be designated

by the Commissioner in rules and regulations to be issued under

this section.

H. Recyclinq advisory committee
.

There is hereby established a Recycling Mvisory Committee.
The Committee, as requested, shall provide advice, assistance and

recommendations to the Commissioner regarding the recycling
program.

The Committee shall be appointed by the city Manager, and

shall consist of at least 9 persons with a demonstrated interest in
recycling, at least six of whom are residents of Cambridge. At

least one member shall be chosen from volunteers in the city' s

monthly recycling drop-of f program, one member shall represent the
private real estate industry (apartment management) , and one nember

shall be a designee of the Cambridge iiousing Authority. One member
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shall represent the business community, and one member shall
represent non-profit institutions. The term shall be three years.

The Commissioner, or his or her designee, shall be an ex-

officio member of the Committee.
/

I. Rules and requlatiors

The Commissioner, with the approval of the city Manager, may

promulgate rules and regulations for the implementation of this
section.·

j. Enforcement and penzlties

Whoever violates any provision of this section, including any

rule or regulation promulgated under subsection G., may be

- -- penalized by a noncriminal disposition as provided in G.L. c. 40,

,
- '

s:

··21Djj -For purposes of this section, the following officials
shall be enforcing persons: designated staff of the Cambridge

Department of Public Works. The penalty for each violation shall
be"$25.00.

A penalty will be assessed under this section only after the
'" " vjolator receives a written warning regarding the violation

," .',- indicating the method of correction.

'"·" '" K. Repeal of inconsistent laws
r '

"

,

: All ordinances, res3lutions, ,regulations or other documents

inconsistent with the provisions of this section are hereby

,
repealed to the extent OF such inconsistency.

L. Severability

This section and the various parts, sentences and clauses

thereof are hereby declared to be severable. If any part, sentence

or clause is adjudged to be invalid, the remainder of this section
shall not be affected thereby.

M. Effective date of this section

This 8.24.070 shall take effect when notice of tte effective
date is published by the Commissioner in a newspaper of general

circulation in Cambridge.

Passed to a second reading at the City Council meeting held on

March 30, 1992 and on or after April 13, 1992 the question comes on passing

to, be ordained.

ATTEST:

-
joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.
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8.24.070 MandatorY RecYclinc[

A. Purpose and declaration of policy

B. Establishment of program

C. Definitions
D. Mandatory separation of recyclable materials

. E. Collection of recyclable materials

F. Recycljmg plans

G. Recyclable materials

Ht Recycling advisory committee

I. Rules and regulations

j. Enforcement and penalties

K. Repeal of inconsistent laws

L. Severability
--

M. Effective date of this section

..- _,

a. purpose and declaration of policY

This section has been created because of the great interest of
the people of Cambridge in preserving the environment by reducing
the amount of refuse sent to landfills and incinerators. It shall
be the policy of the City of cambridge to reduce the amount of
solid waste generated and to require the recycling of recyclable
materials to the fullest extent possible.

B. Establishment of program

There is hereby established a program for the mandatory

separation of certain recyclable materials from refuse which shall
apply to all buildings in Cambridge, and shall be carried out under

the supervision of the Commissioner of the CambridCe Departmmt of
Public works (DPW).
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C. Definitions

The following definitions shall apply in this section:

' 1. Mmminum - Aluminum cans, aluminum foil, and aluminum

containers or trays used in packaging, preFaration or cooking of
food.

2. Cans - All conzainers composed in whole of iron or
steel (so-called tin cans) used as containers for the packaging or
storage of various food end non-food items, except containers that
contain paint or petroleum based solvents, and any pressurized

aerosol cans.
.

3! Commercial establishment - Any nor-residential building,
"

including, but not limited to, those used for retail, wholesale,
"

..
industrial, manufacturing, dining, offices, professional services,

"" automobile service, hotels andmotels, restaarants, or shipping and

"

..
receiving areas.

P

P

, I

"-"....'..".,..' _--...-,..4.
_ _ Corruqated cardboard - Paper in which a portion has been

-'-:

'," .'"iiiacie to have a wavy surface (alternating ridges and grooves) and is
.. 'placed-between two flat surfaces for the sake of strength, and

'_:

'. ."which'is commonly used to form cartons.
. ..

..... . -. .. .

"" "
.. 5.. 'Glass - Bottle3 and jars, made of silica, sand, soda ash,

and lil!!estone, being transparent or translucent, and used for
packaging or bottling various materials. This does not include

plastics or glass products such as window glass, blue glass, flat
glass, mirrors, plate glass, light bulbs, dishes or ceramics.

6. Household recvclinq receptacle - A rectangular plastic
box of approximately 10 to 20 gallons, &zsigned for use by one

household.

7. Leaves - Deciduous and coniferous seasonal deposition.

8. Maqazines - publications printed on glossy, clay coated

paper.

2
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9 . Multi-family d-welling - Any place of res idence with
thirteen or more dwelling units, including apartments ,

cooperatives , condominiums , group houses, rooming houses or
boarding houses.

" "· 10 . - Newspaper - Newsprint-grade paper, the common,
" inexpensive machine-finished paper made chiefly from wood pulp, .

" which is printed and distributed, and includes all newspaper
advertisement , comics and enclosures . This does not include
.newspaper soiled by foot, paint, petroleum products, oil or oil
solvents, - or other solid wastes that. are not recyclable. _

P

W

.

.

.
. . .

0 ' . g

m

" "

11. Nonprof it orqanizatiorj - An "established organization ' or
foundation dedicated to 'public service or culture, including, but
not .limited to, religious, educational, and health care functions.

*
q y

4

C '"'e '
·

"
q

.' 12 . Occupier of lend - Any owner, lessee or, tenant of any

residential dwelling, commercial establishment or nonprof it
.

' organization in Cambridge. "
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.
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" 13 . Paper leaf bag - A paper leaf bag shall be a Samtary

_.,
.Kraft Paper Sack or .

equal of thirty (30) gallon capacity, two (2)

_.
""" ." ply . "fifty" (50) pound " wet strength with decomposing glue and

. reinforced selfTsupporting square bottom closure.
¢

. d

.©

e
0 B

V "

" ©

0
0 · ·

*

- . · 14 . Plastic - clear and colored bottles and jugs made. from
"

' high density polyethylene (HDPE) and polyethylene terephythalate .

"' "

(PET) plastics, excludirig caps and lids.
D W +0

15. Recyclable materials - Any type of refuse designated by

the Cambridge commissioner of Public Works through rules and

regulations issued under this section to be separated for
recycling.

" · 0

" .

° 16. Refuse - All solid waste generated by occupiers of land

in Cambridge. 1

17 . Residential dwelling - Any residential building,
including single-family homes, apartment buildings , buildings
containing cooperatives and condominiums, group houses , rooming

houses or boarding houses.

3
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18. Sorted office paper - Printed or unprinted sheets,
shavings and cuttings of colored or white sulphite or sulphate

ledger, bond, writing and other paper which have a similar fiber
and filler content, and which are free of treated, coated, padded

and heavily printed paper, carbon paper and non-paper materials.

.,

19. Toter - A barrei of approximately 60 to 100 gallons with
wheels and a lid used for storage of recyclables, and compatible

" with collection equipmentusedbytheCity's recyclables collection
contractor.

· .

. . 20. Yard waste - Grass clippings, weeds, hedge clippings,
' garden waste, and twigs and brush not longer than two feet. in
length and one half inch in diameter.

--
·.'

.

2t:

, White goods - Major kitchen and laundry appliances
" including, but not limited to stoves,' washers, refrigerators and

"

. dryers. Nothing in this definition shallwaive compliance with the

rules and regulations for the generation, transportation, storage

'and disposal of hazardous waste.

-D. Mandatory separation' of recYclable materials

It shall be mandatory for each occupier of land in.Cambridge

to separate all designated recyclable materials from other refuse
in accordance with the provisions of this section:

The timetable for compliance shall be as follows:

j
1. Buildinqs which receive City solid waste collection

services

on and after the effective date of this section, it shall be

mandatory for each owner, lessee or tenant of a building which

receives City solid waste collection services to separate from

other refuse all recyclable materials designated by the
commissioner in rules and regulations issued under this section,
provided, however that this requirement shall be delayed with
regard to owners, lessees or tenants of multi-family dwellings.
Owners of multi-family dwellings shall submit a recycling plan to
the Commissioner or his or her designee in accordance with
subsection F. This requirement shall also apply to all City-owned

buildings, including sc|iools.

4
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2. Buildings which do not receive citY solid waste

collection services

-' It shall be mandatory for each owner, lessee or tenant of a

building which does not receive city solid waste collection to
"

separate all designated recyclable materials from other refuse in
accordance with a recycling plan to be" submitted to the
Commissioner or his or her'designee, in accordance with subsection

- F..

E. Collection of recYclable materials
"

1. Buildinqs whjch receive cjty solid waste cojlectjon
servicqs

". a) As long as funds are available, the city will provide one

.. ,
household recycling receptacle to each dwelling unit in buildings

,,-
,,"' " with twelve or fewer units that receive city trash collection. The

:

.· city shall retain ownership of all its household recycling
" =' .receptacles and"'the" resident' of each dwelling unit shall take

.3":

." . ,proper" care to' protect such receptacle from loss or damage.

.·3ir"'. "Receptacles that are lost or stolen will be replaced by the city as
" 'long as the City's supplies last. After city supplies are

. depleted, it shall be the responsibility of the resident of' each

. dwelling unit to obtain.a suitable replacement within 45 days. In
such buildings, thematerials designated for recycling in rules and

regulations promulgated by the Commissioner shall be placed in said
household recycling receptacles.

b)^ As long as funds are available, the city will provide a

suitable number of household recycling receptacles and/or toters to
buildings with thirteen or more units that receive City trash
collection. The number of household recycling receptacles and/or

toters to be provided shall be determined by the City for each

individual building. The City shall retain ownership of all its
household recycling rec3ptacles and toters and the owner or owners

of the building shall take proper care to protect such containers
from loss or damage. If the containers are lost or stolen, it is
the responsibility of the owner or owners of the building to obtain
a suitable replacement within 45 days in accordance with rules and

regulations to be issued by the commissioner under this section.
In such buildings, the materials designated for recycling in rules
and regulations promulgated by the Commissioner shall be placed in
said household recycling receptacles and/or toters.

c) During the leaf and yard waste collection season, owners,
lessees or tenants shall place their leaves and yard waste in Paper

Leaf Bags (as defined in subsection C), open barrels or boxes to be

5



tv

.. .

provided by the owner, Xssee or tenant. However, if the owner,

lessee or tenant employs a commercial landscaping company, the
landscaping company is responsible for hauling away the leaves and

yard waste from the owner's property.

d) The preparation and placement of recyclables shall be

accomplished in accordance with rules and regulations to be issued

by the Commissioner under this section.

e) All recycling c3ntainers and receptacles shall be placed

for collection on the outer edge of the sidewalk, so as not to
obstruct the free passage of pedestrians, or in such other place

and on days specified by zhe Commissioner in rules and regulations
to be issued under this Eection.

f) Recyclables shcll not be placed in plastic garbage bags

for collection, removal or disposal. Recyclables shall not be

placedp·in the same refuse'containers as other solid waste or mixed

.. "with other forms of solid waste for- collection, removal or
disposal. If separation of recyclable materials from other refuse
does not take place, the City may decide not to collect said other

"refuse.

""." g) Upon placement of recyclables for the city or jts
" ' 'contractor at the curbside, pursuant to this subsection, such

. _,,".'-recyclables shall become the property of the city. It shall be a

"', " violation of this section if any person, other than authorized
' agents of the City actimg in the course of their employment or

-contract, collects or ccuses to be collected any recyclables so

,-_ placed. Each and every such collection in violation hereof from

- one or more locations shall constitute a separate and distinct
, offense. In addition to the penalty provided in subsection j, any

violator of this subsection E shall make restitution to the city
for the"value of recycla3les illegally removed.

2. Buildinqs which do not receive citY solid waste

collection services

In buildings which do not receive city solid waste collection
services, the materials designated for recycling in rule3 and

regulations promulgated by the Commissioner shall be placed in
recycling receptacles provided by the owner or owners of such

building. The Owner or owners of such buildings shall be

responsible for the costs of recyclables separation and collection.
Any savings in solid waste disposal realized due to recycling shall
accrue to the owner or owners of such buildings.

The owner or owners of such buildings shall submit recycling
plans to the Commissioner in accordance with subsection F. The

Commissioner shall have the authority to require documentation from

the City's recyclables collection contractors and from any owner,

lessee or tenant of a building which does not receive City solid

6
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waste collection services, that recyclables are being delivered to
a broker or end market that causes the material to be recycled or
composted rather than landfilled or incinerated.

F. Recycling plans
1. All property owners required to submit recycling plans to

the Commissioner shall do so by the date set.for plan submissions"

in the rules and regulations promuigated by the Commissioner under

this section. Separation and collection of recyclables in such

building shall begin. within 120 days of plan approval by the
commissioner.

2. Contents of plan

Each recycling plan will cover the following items:

' a) which recyclables will be put out for collection

...
-

bS
Frequency of collection

C) Methods to be used for collection, including types of
containers

;?'n: '""".-. ." d) ""Any other items which may be specified in rules and
"ij":;. - -- regulations prcmilgated by the Commissioner under this

d

'Z. section.
,,""".""" '" '

Plans shall be submitted in a format to be specified in
.'

rules and regulations promulgated by the commissioner
under this section.

G. Recyclable materials ,

Tlia recyclables materials to be separated shall be designated
by the Commissioner in rules and regulations to be issued under

this section.

H. Recyelinq advisory Fommittee

There is hereby established a Recycling Advisory Committee.
The Committee, as requested, shall provide advice, assistance and

recommendations to the. Commissioner regarding the recycling
program.

The Committee shall be appointed by the city Manager, and

shall consist of at least 9 persons with a demonstrated interest in
recycling, at least six of whom are residents of Cambridge'. At

least one member shall be chosen from volunteers in the City's
monthly recycling drop-oEf program, one member shall represent the
private real estate industry (apartmentmanagement), arid one nember

shall be a designee of the Cambridge Housing Authority. One nember

7
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shall represent the business community, and one member shall
represent non-profit institutions. The term shall be three years.

The Commissioner, or his or her designee, shall be an ex-

officio member of the Committee.

I. Rules and regulations

The Commissioner, with the approval of the city Manager, may

promulgate rules and regulations for the implementation of this
section.·

,
, j. Enforcement and penalties

Whoever violates any provision of this section, including any

rule or regulation promulgated under subsection G., may be

penalized by a noncriminal disposition as provided in G.L. c. 40,

- s. 21Dk· For purposes of this.section, the following officials
shall be enforcing persons: designated staff of the Cambridge

Department of Public Works. The penalty for each violation shall
" be $25.00.

.

A penalty will be assessed under this section only after the
·

:

-.';";.- violator receives a written warning regarding the violation
" r .

,, indicating the method of correction.
.. . . .

-":

"e'"" K: Repeal of inconsistent laws
:

.,."" t"

. All ordinances, resolutions, regulations or other documents,
" inconsistent with the provisions of this section are hereby

repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.

L. SeverabilitY

This section and the various parts, sentences and clauses
thereof are hereby declared to be severable. If any part, sentence

or clause is adjudged to be invalid, the remainder of this section
shall not be affected thereby.

M. Effective date of this section

This 8.24.070 shall take effect when notice of the effective
date is published by the Commissioner in a newspaper of general

circulation in Cambridge.

Passed to a second reading at the City Council meeting held on
March 30, 1992 and on or after April 13, 1992 the question comes on passing

to be ordained.

ATTEST:

- joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.



FIRST PUBLICATION NO. 2583.

" ii
...""i': €itp ijf €an1tjribgt

%oq"Q:,:,:ABF': ::?°:Q?"i

'%ik, D;ii::""

In the Year" One Thousand, Nine Hundred Ni.nety-Two

' P

AN ORDINANCE

In amendment to an ordinance erititled the "cambricige Municipal

Code"

Be it ordained by the City Council of the CitY of Cambridge as fo|lows'

" ' ' &"ction 8 .
2 4 .070 (Mandatory Recycling) is hereby amendM

' ' as follows:
'

. .. . .

.. .

.

i

7 ' r

. ..
.

.. . ...
,

» " . - r

' T '

R
.

. , .

0

.

j
'

",1

.

,



t >
b

8.24.070 Mandatory Reqrclinq

A. Purpose and declaration of policy

B. Establishment of program

C. Definitions '

D. Mandatory separation of recyclable materials

E.
.

Collection of recyclable materials

F. Recycling plans

G. Recyclable materials

"' Ht "Recycling advisory committee .

I. Rules and regulations

j. Enforcement and penalties

K. Repeal of inconsistent laws

L. Severability
" M. Effective date of this section

A. Purpose and declaration of policy

This section has been created because of the great interest of
the people of Cambridge in preserving the environment by reducing

the amount of refuse sent to landfills and incinerators. It shall
be the policy of the City of Cambridge to reduce the amount of
solid waste generated and to require the recycling of recyclable
materials to the fullest extent possible.

B. Establishment of program

There is hereby established a program for the mandatory

separation of certain recyclable materials from refuse which shall
apply to all buildings in Cambridge, and shall be carried out under

the supervision of the Commissioner of the Cambridge Department of
Public works (DPW).
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C. Definitions

The following definitions shall apply in this section:

' 1. Aluminum - Aluminum cans, aluminum foil, and aluminum

containers or trays used in packaging, preparation or cooking of
food.

2. .
Ca,n.s, - All containers composed in whole of iron or

steel. (so-called tin cans) used as containers for the packagimg or
storage of various food and non-food items, except containers that
contain paint or petroleum based solvents, and any pressurized
aerosol cans.

' "-""
3f 'Commercial establishment Any non-residential building,

. including, but not limited to, those used for retail, wholesale,

_ industrial, manufacturing, dining, offices, professional services,
" "automobile service, hotels andmotels, restaurants, or shipping and

.
receiving areas.
t

- .G W

.,.. .-
.

.. . . .

.:

:_."'
"

" "-._ 4.. . Corrugated cardboard - Paper in which a portion has been

i'.'-" "made,to liiive a wavy surface (alternating ridges and grooves) and is

&., .

" placed between two flat surfaces for the sake of strength, and

_
: ""which'is commonly used to form cartons.

-7_-- --- - -

... .. 5.. . Glass - Bottles and jars", made of silica, sand, soda ash,

and 1i@estone, being transparent or translucent, and used for
packaging or bottling various materials. This does not include

plastics or glass products such as window glass, blue glass, flat
glass, mirrors, plate glass, light bulbs, dishes or ceramics.

6. Household recyclinq receptacle - A rectangular plastic
box of approximately 10 to 20 gallons, designed for use by one

household.

7. Leaves - Deciduous and coniferous seasonal deposition.

8. Magazines - publications printed on glossy, clay coated

paper.

2
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9. Multi-familY d'aellinq - Any place of residence with
thirteen or more dw2lling units, including apartments,
cooperatives, condominiums, group houses, rooming houses or
boarding houses.

'I 10. Newspaper - Newsprint-gradC paper, the common,

' inexpensive machine-finished paper made chiefly from wood pulp,
which is printed and distributed, and includes all newspaper

- advertisement, comics and enclosures. " This does not include
newspaper soiled by fooC, paint, petroleum products, oil or oil

.solvents, or other solid wastes that are not recyclable.

11. Nonprofit organization - An established organization or
foundation dedicated to public service or culture, including, but
not limited to, religious, educational, and health care functions.

"- e

12. Occupier of land - Any owner, lessee or tenant of any

residential dwelling, commercial establishment or nonprofit
organization in Cambridg?.

13. Paper leaf bac - A paper leaf bag shall be a Sanitary
' Kraft Paper Sack or equal of thirty (30) gallon capacity, two (2)

"ply fifty" (50) pound wet strength with decomposing glue and

reinforced self-supporting square bottom closure.

14. Plastic - Clezr and colored bottles and jugs made from

high density polyethylene (HDPE) and polyethylene terephythalate
(PET) plastics, excluding caps and lids.

j
15. Recyclable materials - Any type of refuse designated by

the cambridge commissioner of Public works through rules and

regulations issued under this section to be separated for
recycling.

16. Refuse - All solid waste generated by occupiers of land

in Cambridge.

17. Residential dwelling - Any residential building,
including single-family homes, apartment buildings, buildings
containing cooperatives and condominiums, group houses, rooming

houses or boarding houses.

3
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18. Sorted office paper - Printed or unprinted sheets,
shavings and cuttings of colored or white sulphite or sulphate

ledger, bond, writing and other paper which have a similar fiber
and filler content, and which are free of treated, coated, padded

and heavily printed paper, carbon paper and non-paper materials.

19. Toter - A barrel of approximately 60 to 100 gallons with
wheels and a lid used for storage of recyclables, and compatible

with collection equipmentused by the city's recyclables collection
contractor.

20. Yard waste - Grass clippings, weeds, hedge clippings,
" "

garden waste, and twigs and'brush not longer than two feet. in
-length and one half inch in diameter.

21:

. White goods - Major kitchen ard laundry appliances

including, but not limited to stoves, washers, refrigerators and '

dryers. Nothing in this definition shall waive compliance with the
rules and regulations for the generation, transportaticm, storage

.
and disposal of hazardous waste.

D. Mandatory separation of recYclable materials

It shall be mandatory for each occupier of land in Cambridge

to separate all designated recyclable materials from other refuse
in accordance with the provisions of this section:

The timetable for compliance shall be as follows:
j

1. Buildinqs which receive City solid waste collection
services

On and after the effective date of this section, it shall be

mandatory for each owner, lessee or tenant of a building which

receives City solid waste collection services to separate from

other refuse all recyclable materials designated by the
Commissioner in rules and regulations issued under this section,
provided, however that this requirement shall be Cielayed with
regard to owners, lessees or tenants of nulti-family dwellings.
Owners of multi-family dwellings shall submit a recycling plan to
the commissioner or his or her designee in accordance with
subsection F. This. requirement shall also apply to all City-owned
buildings, including schools.

4
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2. Buildinc[s which do not receive citY solid waste

collection services

'·' It shall be mandatory for each owner, lessee or tenant cf a

building which does not receive city solid waste collection to
separate all designated recyclable materials from other refuse in

-" accordance with a recycling plan to be submitted to the
Commissioner or his or her designee, in accordance with subsection

F.

E. Collection of recyclable materials
"

,

"

1. . Buildinqs whjcpj receive citY solid waste cojlectjon
-" servicqs

'.. a) As long as funds are available,'the City will provide one

.- household recycling receptacle to each dwelMmg unit in buildings
C.":

"
with twelve or fewer units that receive city trash collection. The

:

.'1,_;. City' shall retain ownership of all its household recycling
":

,
"' receptacles and the resident of each dwel^ling unit shall take

,:

#i.. proper care to protect such receptacle crom loss or damage.

-.ar "". Receptacles that are lost or stolenwill be replaced by the city as

"""""" long as the City's supplies last. Aft2r city supplies. are
-.'.. depleted, it shall be the responsibility of the resident of each

",:

, dwelling unit to obtain a suitable replacement within 45 days.. In
such buildings, the materials designated for recycling in rules and

regulations promulgated by the Commissioner shall be placed in said

household recycling receptacles.

b)"" As long as funds are available, the city will provide a

suitable number of household recycling receptacles and/or toters to
buildings with thirteen or more units that receive city trash

collection. The number of household recycAng receptacles end/or

toters to be provided shall be determined by the city for each

individual building. The City shall retain ownership of all its
household recycling rec3ptacles and toters and the owner or owners

of the building shall take proper care to
:

motect such containers
from loss or damage. If the containers are lost or stolen, it is
the responsibility of the owner or owners of the building to obtain

a suitable replacement within 45 days in accordance with rul2s and

regulations to be issued by the Commissioner under this section.

In such buildings, the materials designated for recycling in rules
and regulations promulgated by the Commiss:.oner shall be placed in
said household recycling receptacles and/cr toters.

C) During the leaf and yard waste col ection season, owners,

lessees or tenants shall place their leaves and yard waste 1r Paper

Leaf Bags (as defined in subsection C), open barrels or boxes to be

5
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provided by the owner, lessee or tenant. However, if the owner,

lessee or tenant employs a commercial landscaping company, the
landscaping company is responsible for hauling away the leaves and

yard waste from the owner's property.

d) The preparatiori and placement of recyclables shall be

accomplished in accordanc? with rules and regulations to be issued

by the Commissioner under this section.

e) All recycling cmtainers and receptacles shall be placed

for collection on the outer edge of the sidewalk, so as not to

. obstruct.the free passage of pedestrians, or in such other place
and on days specified by zhe Commissioner in rules and regulatLons

:

- to be issued under this Gection.

f) Recyclables shall not be placed in plastic garbage bags

for collection, removal or disposal. Recyclables shall not be

.
p1aced,·in the same refuse containers as other solid waste or mixed

.-,-""-with other forms of solid waste for-- collection, .removal or
· disposal. If separation of recyclable materials from other refuse

does not take place, the city may decide not to collect said other

'refuse.

g) Upon placement of recyclables for the city or jts
-" contractor at the curbside, pursuant to this subsection, such

", "' rCcyclables shall become the property of the city. It shall be a

-

_ _ violation of this section if any person, other than authorized
_". agents of the City acting in the course of their employment or

contract, collects or causes to be collected any recyclables so.
""

"

placed. Each and every such collection in violation hereof-from .

". one or more locations saall constitute a separate and distinct
offense. In addition to the penalty provided in subsection j, any

"" violator of this subsection E shall make restitution to the city
for the""value of recyclables illegally removed.

2. Buildings which do not receive city solid waste

collection services

In buildings which do not receive City solid waste colle3tion
services, the materials designated for recycling in rules and

regulations promulgated by the Commissioner shall be placed in
recycling receptacles provided by the owner or owners of such

building. The owner or owners of such buildings shall be

responsible for the costs. of recyclables separation and collection.
Any savings in solid waste disposal realized due to recycling shall
accrue to the owner or owners of such buildings.

The owner or owners of such buildings shall submit recycling
plans to the Commissioner in accordance with subsection F. The

Commissioner shall have the authority to require documentation from

the city's recyclables collection contractors and from any cwner,

lessee or tenant of.a building which does not receive City solid

6
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. waste collection services, that recyclables are being delivered to
a broker or end market that causes the material to be recycled or

. composted rather than landfilled or incinerated.

F. RecVclinq plans
1. All property owners required to submit recycling plans to

the Commissioner shall do so by the date set. for plan submissions
"

. in the rules and regulations promulgated by the Commissioner under

this section. Separation and collection of recyclables in such
- building shall begin within 120 days of plan approval by the

Commissioner . D

e
V

,

2. Contents of plaxj ".
I

,

C '
V

"""
- Ealch recycling plan will cOver the following items:

0

.

" a) Which recyclables wiii be put out for collection
m - +

" " L
" " ' ·

'

-

"" ""." "_"b)'" Frequency of collection -

.
--

"

0 0

C

.

C) Methods to be used for collection, including types of
"

.
." " containers

'

+

' . >

, . -i·<;f "' "-·"· .d) Any other items which may be specif led in rules and
r

" t b ; · µ" " " "

. ,

0

" ' . . .

" D
0 0

!
·:

·.'.;j" ' regulatlons promulgated by the Commissimner undeF th1s
'

","'.
:

.',' · section.
.

,- " »µom: . " · -'

·" v"^y" " V"" - "

0

. · ~ "¶

.

"." U'"" Plans shall be submitted in a format to be specified in
"

0 0

":

" rules and regulations promulgated by the Commlss1oner
'

.

" under this section.
"

G. RecYclable materials

Tu recyclables materials to be separated shall be designated
by the Commissioner in rules and regulations to be issued under

!

this section.
,

H. RecVclinq advisor"y committee

There is hereby established a Recycling Mvisory Committee.

The Committee, as requested, shall provide advice, assistance and

recommendations to the Commissioner regarding the recycling
i program.
¢

The Committee shall be appointed by the city Manager, and

shall consist of at least 9 persons with a demonstrated interest in
recycling, at least six of whom are residents of Cambridge. At

least one member shall be chosen from volunteers in the city' s

monthly recycling drop-of f program, one member shall represent the
private real estate industry (apartment management) , and one member

shall be a designee of the Cambridge Housing Authority: One member
0

7

.
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shall represent the business community, and one member shall
represent non-profit institutions. The term shall be three years.

The Commissioner, or his or her designee, shall be an ex-
officio member of the Committee.

/

I. Rules and requlations

The commissioner, with the approval of the city Manager, may
promulgate rules and regilations for the implementation of this

' section.·

.,_ j. Enforcement and penajties

Whoever violates any provision of this section, including any
rule or regulation promulgated under subsection G., may be
penalized by a noncriminal disposition as provided in G.L. c. 40,

- S. 21Djj For purposes cf this section, the following officials
shall be enforcing pers:ms: designated staff of the Cambridge
Department of Public works. The'penalty for each violation shall
be $25.00.

A penalty will be assessed under this section only after the
,2·-':"' vjolator receives a written warning regarding the violation
.."-,:.. indicating the method of correction.

,

":t'='" K. Repeal of inconsistent laws

", 'j;" All ordinances, resolutions,.,regulations or cther-documents·.
"'" inconsistent with the provisions of this section are hereby

repealed to the extent cf such inconsistency.

L. SeverabilitY

This section and the various parts, sentences and clauses
thereof are hereby declared to be severable. If any part, sentence
or clause is adjudged to be invalid, the remainder Df this section
shall not be affected thereby.
M. Effective date of this section

This 8.24,070 shal: take effect when notice of the effective
date is published by tke Commissioner in a newspaper of gmeral
circulation in Cambridge.

Passed to a second reading at the City Council meeting held on
March 30, 1992 and on or after April 13, 1992 the question comes on passing
to, be ordained.

ATTEST:- joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.
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OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CITY HALL, CAMBRIDGE,MASSACHUSETTS 02139

JOSEPH E. CONNARTON (617) 349-4260
JOHN E FLYNN

CITY CLERK DEPUTY CITY CLERK .

April 1, 1992

Mr. Russell B. Higley
City Solicitor
City Hall
Cambridge, MA 02139

g'

Dear Sir:

Enclosed you will find copies of three proposed amendments to the Municipd Code of
the City of Cambridgewhich were passed to be ordained at the City Council meeting held on

March 30, 1992 as follows:

I. City Clerk Department fees.

2. Petroleum License fees.

3. Lodginghouse fees.

Encloseci also you will find a copy of a proposed amendment to the Municipd Code of
the City of Cambridge regarding recycling which was passed to a second reading ai the City

Council Meeting held on March 30, 1992.

Would you kindly review these amendments and indicate your approval or disapproval

on the bottom and return to this office.

Your kind attention in this matter will be greatly appreciated.

fE!'Eigm
City Clerk

jEC/dl

Encs. Ordinance Numbers 1133, 1134, 1135 and first publication number 2583.

c.c. Councillor Wolf, Chair, Committee on Ordinances
Joseph Cellucci, Inspectional Services Commissioner
Birge Albright, Law Dept.



ORDINANCE NO. 1133.
6 0

," Final public ion no. 2580. First publication in the Chronicle on March 19, 1992.

: .,;'. ,'
""i €itp of €anibribge

" ···
' :;ts'

, - "," 9 /%%o,,:" : '9v.q '
'C%KE DO*kCb "

In the Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred Ninety-Two

.,

AN ORDINANCE

In amendment to the Municipal Code of the City of Cambridge.

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Cambridge as /o|/owS'

_ . - .
' "

" F.

='"" " "
.. That Section 2.24.050 entitled "Fee Schedule" of Chapter 2.24 entitled."City Ckrk" of

"

.
.the Municipal Code is hereby amended by striking out the ,present section 2.24.050 and

'

,,,, ,.
" ' sub'stituting in place thereof a new section 2.24.050 which reads as follows:

' '
,'_.",.": "

.,,"., '- Effective on passage the fees for the City Clerk Department shall be as follows:
. f

. . = ' F _
... . ._ ..: ':

.. .

' ."'":"" -f "7.Fo; ming and indexing assignment for the benefit of creditors $10.00

.
"'

".

.

'"Eor 'Cntering amendment of a record of the birth of an

-' '-'?:' 'A"il1egiinatCaild.Subsequently legitimized
10.00

-"' " " For correcting errors in a record of birth
10.00

'. For furnishing certificate of a birth
5.00

"'
For furnishing an abstract copy of a record of birth 3.00

For entering delayed record of birth 5.00

For filing certificate of a person conducting business

under any title other than his real name
15.00

For filing by a person conducting business under any

title other than his real name of statement of change

of his residence, or of his discontinuance, retire-

ment or withdrawal from, or of a change of location of
such business 5.00

For furnishing certified copy of certificate of person
conducting business under any title other than his

real name or a statement by such person of his

discontinuances, retirement or withdrawal from such

business
5.00

For recording the name and address, the date and number

of the certificate issued to a person registered for the

practice of podiatry in the commonwealth
15.00

For correcting errors in a record of death
10.00

For furnishing a certifcate of death 5.00
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For furnishing an abstract copy of t record of death 3.00

For entering notice of intention of marriage
' and issuing certificates thereof $15.00

For entering certificate of marriage filed by
persons"manried out of the commmwealth

,

$5.00

For issuing certificate of marriage $5.00

For furnishing an abstract copy of a record of marriage $2.00

For correcting errors in a record of marriage $10.00

- For recor ing power of attorney ' -
$5.00

_

For reco ding certificate of registration granted to a
' person to engage in the practice of optometry, or

issying a certified copy thereof $15.00

For" recording the name of the owner of a certificate

of registration as a physician or osteopath in the
' Commonwealth .

$15.00

For examining records or papers relating to birth,
..: ' " marriage or deaths upon the application of any person,

,
the actual expense thereof, but not less than $5.00

" For copying any manuscript or record pertaining to a ·

- birth, marriage"or death $4.00

For receiving and filing of a comp:ete inventory of
all items !o be included in a closing out sale, etc. $2.00

"

For filing akopy of a written instrument or declaration

of trust by the trustees of an association or trust,

or any amendment thereof $10.00

Recording any other documents $5.00
$2.00

In City Council March 30, 1992.

Passed to be ordained by a yea and nay vote:- Yeas 9; Nays 0;

Absent 0.

Robert \A. Healy, City KanagEr.

ATTEST:- Joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.
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ORDINANCE NO. 1134.

Final publication no. 2581. First publication in the Chronicle March 19, 1992.
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In the Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred N i nety-Two

AN ORDINANCE

In amendment to the Municipal Code of the City of Cambridge.

,., .
B" it ordained by the City Council of the City of Cambridge as fo/lowp -' -

The Section 8.08.020 entitled "Petroleum license--Annual fees of Chapter 8.08 entitled

"Explosives and. Flammable Liquids" of the Municipal Code is hereby amended by striking out

...
the present section 8.08.020 and substituting in place thereof a new section 8.08.010 which reads

- as follows:

-"'
--.-

-"
" "

' 8.08.020 Petroleum license--Annual fees.

·. ·
' " '- "

"

A. Garages and Keeping and Storage for Sale of Gases or Petroleum Products.

. ,.. . .

1. Fees for the licenses for garages and for the keeping and storage for sale petroleum

products.gr any other inflammable fluids or gases or petroleum products, required underChapter

148 of the General Laws, Section 13, as amended, are established as follows:

Aggregate Car Fee for Original

Storage Capacity License and Certificate

for each Garage of Registration

4 to 10 cars $ 31.00

ll to 50 cars 60.00
51 to 100 cars 121.00

101 and over 181.00

2. No fee for certificates of registration shall be required for garages having a capacity

of not more than three cars.

3. Fees for licenses for keeping and storage for sale of petroleum produces or any other

inflammable fluids or gases are established as follows, except where the license is issued for the

keeping and storage for direct consumption on the premises licensed or direct consumption by

motor vehicles owned by the licensee or his assignee.
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Aggregate Storage

9

" "' ' Capacity for Entire Parcel Fee for Original

of License and Certificate

Land Licensed (in gallons) of Registration

,
I to 5,000 $ 60.00

5,001 to 15,000 121.00

15,001 to 30,000 242.00

30,001 to 50,000 363.00

50,001 to 100,000 484.00

100,001 to 20C,000 605.00

'
' 200,001 to 3®,000 · 726.00

300,001 to 400,000 -
847.00

400,001 to 50C,000 968.00

"" ' "."" "

500,001 to 1,00G,000
.

1089.00

e 1,000,000 and over 1210.00

"' 4. If a license is applied for solely for the purpose of keeping and storage, for direct

consumption on the premises licensed or for direct consumption by motor vehicles owned by the

' licensee or his assignee, and not ior the sale of petroleum products or any other inflammable

fluids or gases or petroleum products, the fee shall be twelve dollars and ten cents, provided that

such petroleum products, inflammable fluids or gases are not used in the manufacture of a

product which is ten sold at a profit. "

""" " """ "" 5. Certificates or registration must be filed on or before April 30th of each year. " "

· B. Special Garages. Special parking garages constructed without exterior walls shall for
"-

-- the purposes of this chapter be construed as open air parking and the fee the such parking shall

' " be as follows: Twelve dollars and ten cents for each car.

C. Gases in Cylinders.

1. The keeping and storage of inflammable gases in cylinders aboveground by any

individual shall require payment of the following fees:

Fee for Original

Aggregate Storage License and Certificate

(in
c:

ibic feet) of Registration

10,000 to 20,000 $ 48.00

20,001 to 30,000 97.00

30,001 to 40,000 193.00

40,00! and over 363.00

2. No fee for certificate oi registration shall be required for storage of inflammable gases

under ten thousand cubic feet. A permit shall be issued by the Fire Departiuent for any storage

of such gases less than ten thousznd cubic feet.
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In City Council March 30, 1992.

Passed to be ordained by a yea and nay vote:- Yeas 8; Nays 0;

. ' Absent 1.

""
"

Robert Id. Healy, City Manager.

ATTEST:- joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.
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ORDINANCE NO. 1135.
V

Final publication no. 2582. First publication in the Chronicle on April 2, 1992.

f('°'"):,"""i €itp of Canibribge
Yii:",:'i,:,::°"°!'

In the Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred N inety-Two
/

,

AN ORDINANCE

.In amendment to,the Municipal Code of the City of Cambridge.

0

- Be it ordained by the City Council of the CitY of Cambridge as
/O//OwS: ".

' ' 2v "' ·'

g'

_. ._, _ .

' That Section 5.44.010entitled "Lodginghouses" of Chapter 5.44 entitled "Miscellaneous

Business License Fees and Regulations" of the Municipal Code is hereby amended by striking

out the present section 5.44.010 and substituting in place thereof a new section 5.44.010 which
"' ^' reads as follows:

" " 5.44.010 Lodginghouses.

..
As authorized under the provisions of 4 G.L., c. 140, s. 23, the fee for each license

'

granted for lodginghouses in the City shall be eighteen dollars and fifteen cents per annum.

., ,r
In City Council March 30, 1992.

Passed to be ordained by a yea and nay vote:

-
Yeas 7; Nays 0;

Absent I; Present I.
Robert Id. Healy, City Manager.

ATTEST:

-
Joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.
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FIRST PUBLICATION NO. 2583.

(&i Citp of QiAnibribge
i'iii:

::':"i'ig!"'
In the Year'One Thousand, Nine Hundred Ninety-Two

. I

AN ORDINANCE

In amendment to an ordinance entitled the "Cambridge Municipal

.
Code"

Be it ordained by the CitY Council of the City of Cambridge as follows:

.
. .

.

. ..

,

:

""" ..
' .-.-" -_ .

'giction 8 . 24 .
070' (Mandatory Recycling) is hereby

amenCied" '"

qs follows :
" t ,.

.

.

. .

. . .

i
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8.24.070 MandatorV Recyclinq

A. Purpose and declaration of policy

B. Establishment of program
L

C. Definitions

D. Mandatory separation of recyclable materials

.

E.
,.

Collection of. recyclable materials

· '- F. Recycling plans

,

G. Recyclable materials

_.: " H¢ Recycling advisory committee ·

I. Rules and regulations
" j. Enforcement and penalties

K. Repeal of inconsistent laws
..

L. severability

M. Effective date of this section

A. Pu"rpose and declaration of policy

This section has been created because of the great interest of

the people of Cambridge in preserving the environment by reducing

the amount of refuse sent to landfills and incinerators. It shall
be the policy of the City of Cambridge to reduce the amount of

solid waste generated and to require the recycling of recyclable

materials to the fullest extent possible.

B. Establishment of program

There is hereby established a program for che mandatory

separation of certain recyclable materials from refuse which shall
apply to all buildings in Cambridge, and shall be carried out under

the supervision of the'Commissioner of the Cambridge Department of

Public works (DPW).
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C. Definitions

The following definitions shall apply in this section:

,' 1. iUuminum - Aluminum cans, aluminum foil, and aluminum

containers or trays used in packaging, preparation or cooking of

food.

2. Cans - All containers composed in whole of iron or
steel (so-called tin cans) used,as containers for the packaging or

.'storage of various food and non-food items, except containers that
contain paint or petroleum based solvents, and any pressurized

aerosol cans.

..

.".""
3!

- Commercial establishment - Any non-residential building,
" including, but not limited to, those used for retail, wholesale,

. industrial, manufacturing, dining, offices, professional services,
'

"

"automobile service, hotels andmotels, restaurants, or shipping and

" -receiving areas.
·,7 ,'""

_
.

"

4. corrugated cardboard - Paper in which a portion has been

""' made. to have a wavy surface (alternating ridges and grocwes) and is
"" placed between two flat surfaces for the sake of strength, and

:

:..,.-. which is commonly used to form cartons. .

' "" 5. Glass - Bottles and jars, made of silica, sand, soda ash,

and limestone, being transparent or translucent, and used for
packagiiig or bottling various materials. This does not include

plastics or glass products such as window glass, blue glass, flat
glass, mirrors, plate glass, light bulbs, dishes or ceramics.

6. Household recycling receptacle - A rectangular plastic
box of approximately 10 to 20 gallons, designed for use by one

household.

7. Leaves - Deciduous and coniferous seasonal deposi'tion.

8. Maqazines - publications printed on glossy, clay coated

paper.
r

2
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9. Multi-family dwelling - Any place of' residence with

thirteen or more dwelling units, including apartments,

cooperatives, condominiums, group houses, rooming houses or

boarding houses.

.' 10. Newspaper - Newsprint-gradC paper, the common,

inexpensive machine-finished paper made chiefly from wood pulp,
which is printed and distributed, and includes all newspaper

advertisement, comics and enclosures. This does not include

newspaper soiled by food, paint, petroleum products, oil or oil
. solvents, or other solid wastes that are not recyclable.

'
"

11. Noliprofit orqanization - An established organization or

foundation dedicated to public service or culture, including, but

not limited to, religious, educational, and health care functions.
i;· '

12. Occupier of land - Any owner, lessee or tenant of any

residential dwelling, commercial establishment or nonpxofit

"organization in Cambridge.

13. Paper leaf bag - A paper leaf bag shall be a Sanitary

Kraft Paper Sack or equal of thirty (30) gallon capacity, two (2)

- ply fifty (50) pound wet strength with decomposing glue and

reinforced self-supporting square bottom closure.

. 14. Plastic - Clear and colored bottles and jugs made from

high density polyethylene (HDPE) and polyethylene terephythalate
(PET) plastics, excluding caps and lids.

i
15. Recyclable materials - Any type of refuse designated by

the Cambridge Commissioner of Public Works through rules and

regulations issued under this section to be separated for
recycling.

16. Refuse - All solid waste gCnerated by occupiers cf land

in Cambridge.

17. Residential dwelling - Any residential building,
including single-family homes, apartment buildings, buildings
containing cooperatives and condominiums, group houses, rooming

houses or boarding houses.

3
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18. Sorted office paper - printed or unprinted sheets,
shavings and cuttings of colored or white sulphite or sulphate

ledger, bond, writing and other paper which have a similar fiber
and filler content, and which are free of treated, coated, padded

and heavily printed paper, carbon paper and non-paper materials.

..

19. Toter - A barrel of approximately 60 to 100 gallons with
wheels and a lid used for storage of recyclables, and compatible

with collection equipmentused by the city's recyclables collection
contractor.

20. Yard waste - Grass clippings, weeds, hedge clippings, -

garden waste, and twigs and brush not longer than two feet. in
. length and one half inch in diameter.

. f21'. White qoods - Major kitchen and laundry appliances
' """including, but not limited to stoves, washers, refrigerators and

. dryers. Nothing in this definition shall waive compliance witn the

rules and regulations for the generation, transportation, stc)rage

and disposal of hazardous waste.

D. MandatorV separation' of recyclable materials

It shall be mandatory for each occupier of land in Caintridge

to separate all designat2d recyclable materials from other refuse
in accordance with the provisions of this section:

The timetable for compliance shall be as follows:
j

1. Buildinqs which receive city solid waste collection
services

On and after the effective date of this section, it shall be

mandatory for each owner, lessee or tenant of a building which

receives City solid waste collection services to separate from

other refuse all recyclable materials designated by the
Commissioner in rules and regulations issued under this section,
provided, however that this requirement shall be delayeci with
regard to owners, lessees or tenants of multi-family dwellings.
Owners of multi-family twellings shall submit a recycling plan to
the Commissioner or his or her designee in accordance with
subsection F. This requirement shall also apply to all City-owned

buildings, including schools.

4
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2. Buildinqs which do not receive City solid waste

collection services

""

It shall be mandatory for each owner, lessee or tenant Df a

. building which does not receive City solid waste collection to
"

separate all designated recyclable materials from other refuse in
-"" accordance with a recycling plan to be submitted to the

Commissioner or his or her designee, in accordance with subsection

F.

...
E. Collection of recYclable materials

1. guildjnqs whjcpj jreceive City solid waste collection
'" servicqs

" a) As long as funds are available, the City will provid@ one
"

household recycling receptacle to each dwelling unit in buildings

,
with-twelve or fewer units that receive city trash collection. The

.. City shall retain ownership of all its household recycling
'??:

::,""' receptacles and the resident of each dwelling unit shall take
..;.i-:

'" .proper care to protect such receptacle from loss or damage.

" Receptacles that are lost or stolen will be replaced by the city as
':

""""" "long as the City's supplies last. After city supplies are

depleted, it shall be the responsibility of the resident of each

. dwelling unit to obtain-a suitable replacement within 45 days. In
such buildings, the materials designated for recycling in rules and

regulations promulgated by the Commissioner shall be placed in said

household recycling receptacles.
b)"" As long as funds are available, the city will provide a

suitable number of household recyclingreceptacles and/or toters to

buildings with thirteen or more units that receive city trash

collection. The number of household recycling receptacles and/or

toters to be provided shall be determined by the City for each

individual building. The City shall retain ownership of all its
household recycling

rec:

zptacles and toters and the owner or owners

of the building shall take proper care to protect such containers
from loss or damage. If the containers are lost or stolen, it is
the responsibility of the owner or owners of the building to obtain

a suitable replacement within 45 days in accordance with rules and

regulations to be issued by the Commissioner under this section.

In such buildings, the materials designated for recycling in rules
and regulations promulgated by the Commissioner shall be placed in
said household recycling receptacles and/or toters.

c) During the leaf and yard waste collection season, owners,

lessees or tenants shall place their leaves and yard waste in Paper

Leaf Bags (as defined in subsection C), open barrels or boxes to be

5



W m

provided by the owner, lessee or tenant. Hcwever, if the owner,

lessee or tenant employs a commercial landscaping company, the

landscaping company is responsible for hauling away the leaves and

yard waste from the owner's property.

d) The preparatior. and placement of recyclables shall be

accomplished in accordanc? with rules and regulations to be issued

. by the commissioner under this section.

- e) All recycling cjntainers and receptacles shall be placed

for collection on the outer edge of the sidewalk, so as not to -

,
obstruct the free passage of pedestrians, or in such other place

and on days specified by zhe Commissioner in rules and regulations

.. to be issued under this Eection.

f) Recyclables shell not be placed in plastic garbage bags

for collection, removal or disposal. Recyclables shall not be

. placed2·in the same refuse containers as other solid waste or mixed

- -- with other forms of solid waste for collection, removal or
"" "ciisposal. If separation of recyclable materials from other refuse

" does not take place, the City may decide not to collect said other

'refuse.

.
g) Upon placement of recyclables for the city or its

contractor at the curbside, pursuant to this subsection, such

recyclables shall become the property of the city. It shall be a

·' violation of this section if any person, other than authorized
'

'

agents of the City acting in the course cf their employment or
contract, collects or causes to be col,lected any recyclables so.

placed. Each and every such collection in violation hereof from

one or more locations shall constitute a separate and distinct
offense. In addition to the penalty provided in subsection j, any

violatc?r of this subsection E shall make restitution to the City

for the""value of recyclables illegally remc·ved.

2. Buildinqs which do not receive city solid waste

collection services

In buildings which do not receive city solid waste collection
services, the materials designated for recycling in rules and

regulations promulgated by the Commissioner shall be placed in
recycling receptacles provided by the owner or owners of' such

building. The Owner or owners of such buildings shall be

responsible for the costs of recyclables seFaration and collection.
Any savings in solid waste disposal realized due to recycling shall
accrue to the owner or owners of such buildings.

The owner or owners of such buildings shall submit recycling
plans to the Commissioner in accordance kith subsection F. The

Commissioner shall have zhe authority to require documentation from

the City's recyclables collection contractors and from any owner,

lessee or tenant of a building which does not receive city solid

6
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waste collection services, that recyclables are being delivered to
a broker or end market that causes the material to be recycled or
composted rather than lar:dfilled or incinerated.

. F. RecVclinq plans
1. All property owmrs required to submit recycling plans to

the Commissioner shall dCb so by the date set for plan submissions'

in the rules and regulatGns promulgated by the Commissioner under

this section. Separation and collection of recyclables in such
· building shall begin within 120 days of plan approval by the
Commissioner.

"" 2.
"

Contents of"p1an
"" Each recycling plan will cover the following items:

" a) Which recyclables will be put out for collection
'" ' /'

_.
b)" Frequency of collection

,

C) Methods to be used for collection, including types of
containers

r

."..""' "." d) Any other items which may be specified in rules and
' regulations promulgated by the commissioner under this

C

section.

Plans shall be submitted in a format to be specified in
rules and regulations promulgated by the Commissioner"

under this section.

G. RecVclable materials

ThEi recyclables materials to be separated shall be designated
by the Commissioner in rules and regulations to be issued under

this section.

H. Recyclinq advisory committee

There is hereby established a Recycling Mvisory Committee.
The Committee, as requested, shall provide advice, assistance and

recommendations to the Commissioner regarding the recycling
program.

The Committee shall be appointed by the City Manager, and

shall consist of at least 9 persons with a demonstrated interest in
recycling, at least six of whom are residents of Canbridge. At

least one member shall be chosen from volunteers in the City's
monthly recycling drop-off program, one member shall represent the

private real estate industry (apartment management), and one member

shall be a designee of the Cambridge iiousing i'mthority. One member

7
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shall represent the business community, and one member shall
represent non-profit institutions. The term shall be three years.

The Commissioner, or his or her designee, shall be an ex-

officio member of the Committee.

I.' Rules and regulations

The Commissioner, with the approval of the city Manager, may

promulgate rules and regulations for the implementation of this
section.·

j. Enforcement and penalties

Whoever violates any provision of this section, including any

rule or regulation promulgated under subsection G., may be

penalized by a noncriminal disposition as provided in G.L. c. 40,

""S." 21Di! For purposes-of this section, the following officials
. shall be enforcing persons: designated staff of the Cambridge

Department of public works. The penalty for each violation shall
be $25.00.

"A penalty will be assessed under this section only after the

violator receives a written warning regarding the violation
"

indicating the method of correction.

"'t-';' K. Repeal of inconsistent laws

All ordinances, resolutions, regulations or other documents.

inconsistent with the provisions of this section are hereby

repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.

L. SeverabilitY
.-

This section and the various parts, sentences and clauses

thereof are hereby declared to be severable. If any part, sentence

or clause is adjudged to be invalid, the remainder of this section

shall not be affected thereby.

M. Effective date of this section

This 8.24.070 shall take effect when notice of the effective
date is published by the Commissioner in a newspaper of general

circulation in Cambridge.

Passed to a second reading at the City Council meeting held on

March 30, 1992 and on or after April 13, 1992 the question ccmes on passing

to be ordained.
' ATTEST:

-
joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.
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..J In the Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred

AN ORDINANCE

In amendment to an ordinance entitled the "Cambridge Municipal
Code"

Be it ordained by the City Council 'of the City of Cambridge as fo//owy

section 8 . 24 . 070 (Mandatory Recycling) is hereby amended by

making the following additions and deletions . Additions are

indicated by bold type, and deletions are stricken with a broken

line.

.

.



,

8.24.070 Mandatory Recyclinq

A. Purpose and declaration of policy

,
B. Establishment of program

C. Definitions
D. Mandatory separation of recyclable materials
E. Collection of recyclable materials

F. Recycling plans

G. Recyclable materials

H. Recycling advisory committee

I. Rules and regulations

J. Enforcement and penalties
K. Repeal of inconsistent laws

L. Severability
M. Effective date of this section

A. Purpose and declaration of policy

This section has been createdbecause of the great interest of
the people of Cambridge in preserving the environment by reducing
the amount of refuse sent to landfills and incinerators. It shall
be the policy of the City of Cambridge to reduce the amount of
solid waste generated and to require the recycling of recyclable
materials to the fullest extent possible.

B. Establishment of program

There is hereby established a program for the mandatory
separation of certain recyclable materials from refuse which shall
apply to all buildings in Cambridge, and shall be carried out under
the supervision of the Commissioner of the cambridge Department of
Public works (DPW).



C. Definitions

The following definitions shall apply in this section:

1. Muminum - Aluminum cans, aluminum foil, and aluminum
containers or trays used in packaging, preparation or cooking of
food.

2. Cans - All containers composed in whole of iron or
steel (so-called tin cans) used as containers for the packaging or
storage of various food and non-food items, except containers that
contain paint or petroleum based solvents, and any pressurized
aerosol cans. .

3. Commercial establishment - Any non-residential building,
including, but not limited to, those used for retail, whol?sale,
industrial, manufacturing, dining, offices, professional services,
automobile service, hotels andmotels, restaurants, or shipping and
receiving areas.

4. Corruqated cardboard - Paper in which a portion has been
made to have a wavy surface (alternating ridges and grooves) and is
placed between two flat surfaces for the sake of strength, and
which is commonly used to form cartons.

5. Glass - Bottles and jars, made of silica, sand, soda ash,
and limestone, being transparent or translucent, and used for+

packaging or bottling various materials. This does not include
plastics or glass products such as window glass, blue glass, flatglass, mirrors, plate glass, light bii1hs, dishes or'ceramics.

6. Household rec'yclinq receptacle - A rectangular plastic
box of approximately 10 to 20 gallons, designed for use by one
household.

7. Leaves - Deciduous and coniferous seasonal deposition.
J

8. Maqazines - publications printed on glossy, clay coated
paper.

%
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9. Multi-famiiY dwellinq - Any place of residence with 'EeR

thirteen or more dwelling units, including apartments,
cooperatives, condominiums, group houses, rooming houses or
boarding houses.

10. Newspaper - Newsprint-grade paper, the common,
inexpensive machine-finished paper made chiefly from wood pulp,
which is printed and distributed, and includes all newspaper
advertisement, comics and enclosures. This does not include
newspaper soiled by food, paint, petroleum products, oil or oil
solvents, or other solid wastes that are not recyclable.

11. Nonprofit orqanization - An established organization or
foundation dedicated to public service or culture, including, but
not limited to, religious, educational, and health care functions.

12. Occupier of land - Any owner, lessee or tenant of any
residential dwelling, commercial establishment or non?rofit
organization in Cambridge.

13. Paper leaf bag - a paper leaf bag shall be a Sanitary
Kraft Paper Sack or equal of thirty (30) gallon capacity, two (2)
ply fifty (50) pound wet strength with decomposing glue and
reinforced self-supporting square bottom closure.

14. Plastic - Clear and colored bottles and jugs made from
high density polyethylene (HDPE) and polyethylene terephythalate
(PET) plastics, excluding caps"and lids.

15. Recyclable materials - Any type of refuse designated by
the Cambridge Commissioner of Public Works through rules and
regulations issued under this section to be separated for
recycling.

16. Refuse - All solid waste generated by occupiers of land
in Cambridge.

17. Residential dwellinq - Any residential building,
including single-family homes, apartment buildings, buildings
containing cooperatives and condominiums, group houses, moming
houses or boarding houses.

3



18. sorted office paper - Printed or unprinted sheets,
shavings and cuttings cf colored or white sulphite or sulphate
ledger, bond, writing and other paper which have a similar fiber
and filler content, and which are free of treated, coated, padded
and heavily printed paper, carbon paper and non-paper matertals.

19. Toter - a barrel of approximately 60 to 100 gallons with
wheels and a lid used for storage of recyclables, and compatible
withco1lectionequipmentusedbythecity's recyclables collection
contractor.

20. Yard waste - Grass clippings, weeds, hedge clippings,
garden waste, and twigs and brush not longer than two feet in
length and one half inch in diameter.

21. White qoods - Major kitchen and laundry appliances
including, but not limited to stoves, washers, refrigerators and
dryers. Nothing in this definition shall waive compliance with the
rules and regulations fcr the generation, transportation, storage
and disposal of hazardous waste.

D. Mandatorjj separatic·n of recyclable materials

It shall be mandatory for each occupier of land in Cambridge
to separate all designated recyclable materials from other refuse
in accordance with the provisions of this section:

The timetable for compliance shall be as follows:

1. Buildings which receive City solid waste collection
services

on and after the effective date of this section, it shall be
mandatory for each owner, lessee or tenant of a building which
receives City solid waste collection services to separate from
other refuse all recyclable materials designated by the
Commissioner in rules and regulations issued under this section,
provided, however that this requirement shall be delayeci with
regard to owners, lessees or tenants of multi-family dwellings.
Owners of multi-family twellings shall submit a recycling plan to
the Commissioner or his or her designee in accordance with
subsection F. This requirement shall also apply to all City-owned
buildings, including sctools.

4



2. Buildinqs which do not receive citY solid waste
collect'ion services

It shall be mandatory for each owner, lessee or tenant of a '

building which does not receive City solid waste collection to
separate all designated recyclable materials from other refuse in
accordance with a recycling plan to be submitted to the
Commissioner or his or her designee, in accordance with subsection
F.

E. Collection of recjjclable materials

1. Buildinqs which receive citY solid waste collection
services

0 6 0 8

~'"=~l4~~m~~rp~A~A3ji~e city.-m long as funds are
available, the Citywi11 provideone householdrecycling receptacle
to each dwelling unit in buildings with twelve or fewer unit3 that
receive city trash collection. The city shall retain ownership of
all its household recycling receptacles and the resident of each
dwelling unit shall take proper care to protect such receptacle
from loss or damage. Receptacles that are lost or stolen will be
replaced by the City as long as the city's supplies last. After
City supplies are depleted, it shall be the responsibility Df the
resident of each dwelling unit to obtain a suitable replacement
within 45 days. In such buildings, the materials designated for
recycling in rules and regulations promulgated by the Commissioner
shall be placed in said household recycling receptacles.

b) ' ' ' ' '

iFeeeuae~~E~he~wfrer, le" ' '

0

V

0wrqt or ~rcfc1 of+~bu~Rg~~bEa~a~t~~~~emeHEw~~~aaysurAs long as funds are available, the City willprovide a suitable number of household recycling receptacles and/or
toters to buildings with thirteen or more units that receive city
trash collection. The number of household recycling receptacles
and/or toters to be provided shall be determined by the city for
each individual building. The city 8hall retain ownership Df allits household recycling receptacles and toters and the ovmer or
owners of the building 3hall take proper care to protect such
containers from loss or damage. If the containers are lo8t or
stolen, it is the responsibility of the owner or owners of the
building to obtain a suitable replacement within 45 days in
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accordance with rules and regulations to be issued by the
commissioner under this section. In such buildings, the materials
designated for recycling in rules and regu1ation8 promulgated by
the commissioner shall be placed in said homeho1d recycling
receptacles and/or totem.

c) During the leaf and yard waste collection season,
owners, lessees or tenant8 shall place their leaves and yard waste
in Paper Leaf Bags (as defined in subsection C), open barrels or
boxes to be provided by the *es=km owner, lessee or tenant.
However, if the owner, lemee or tenant employs a commercial
landscaping company, the landscaping company is responsible for
hauling away the leave8 and yard wa8te from the owner's property.

d) The preparation and placement of recyclables shall be
accomplished in accordance with rules and regulations to be issued
by the Commissioner under this section.

e) All recycling containers and receptacles shall be placed
for collection on the outer edge of the sidewalk, so as not to
obstruct the free passage of pedestrians, or in such other place
and on days specified by the Commissioner in rules and regulations
to be issued under this section.

f) Recyclables shall not be placed in plastic garbage bags
for collection, removal or disposal. Recyclables shall not be
placed in the same refuse containers as other solid waste or mixed
with other forms of solid waste for collection, removal ordisposal. If separation of recyclable materials from other refuse
does not take place, the City may decide not to collect said other
refuse.

g) Upon placement of recyclables for the City or itscontractor at the curbside, pursuant to this subsection, such
recyclables shall become the property of the City. It shall be a
violation of this section if any person, other than authorized
agents of the City acting in the course of their employment orcontract, collects or causes to be collected any recyclables so
placed. Each and every such collection in violation hereof from
one or more locations shall constitute a separate and distinct
offense. In addition to the penalty provided in subsection j, any
violator of this subsection E shall make restitution to the City
for the value of recyclables illegally removed.

2. Buildinqs which do not receive citY solid waste
collection services

In buildings which do not receive City solid waste collection
services, the materials designated for recycling in rules and
regulations promulgated by the Commissioner shall be placed in
recycling receptacles provided by the owner or owners of such
building. The Owner or owners of such buildings shall be

6



responsible for the costs of recyclables separation and collection.
Any savings in solid waste disposal realized due to recycling shall
accrue to the owner or owners of such buildings.

The owner or owners of such buildings shall submit recycling
plans to the Commissioner in accordance with subsection F. The
commissioner shall have the authority to require documentation from
the City's recyclables collection contractors and from any owner,
lessee or tenant of a b"iilding which does not receive City solid
waste collection services, that recyclables are being delivered to
a broker or end market that causes the material to be recycled orcomposted rather than landfilled or incinerated.
F. Recyclinq plans

0 0 B

1.

0

V

~+~~g~~h~N~m~~»Eb~'eEE~s~~~¥~e~ Allproperty owners required to submit recycling plans to the
Commissioner shall do so by the date set for plan mbmissions in
the rules and regulations promulgated by the Commissioner under
this section. Separation and collection of recyclables in such
building shall begin within 120 days of plan approval ky the
Commissioner.

2. Contents of plan
Each recycling plaR will cover the following items:

a) Which recyclatles will be put out for collection
b) Frequency of collection
C) Methods to be used for collection, including types of

containers

d) Any other items which may be specified in rules and
regulations promulgated by the Commissioner under thissection.

Plans shall be submitted in a format to be specified in
rules and regulations promulgated by the Commissioner
under this section.

G. Recyclable materials

The recyclables materials to be separated shall be designated
by the Commissioner in rules and regulations to be issued under
this section.

H. Recyclinq advisory committee
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This 8.24.070 shall take effect when notice of the effective
date is published by the Commissioner in a newspaper of general
circulation in cambridge.

\
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
ROBERT W. HEALY

City imnager

RICHARD C. ROSSI
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March 30, 1992

To the Honorable, the City Council:

Attached please find proposed revisions to the Mandatory Recycling Ordinance for your
consideration.

Very ly yours,

P

Robertvuier" "

City Manager

Attachment
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