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CAMBRIDGE COMMITTEE OF ELDERS, INC.

15 Pearl Street
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139
868-0800 868-1996

Founders

EUGENE PARKER
CHARLES MOORE
CATHERINE HANLEY

WINZOLA TUFTS ) : June 4, 1979

Dear Members of the Cambridge City Council:

EDWARD F. DeLUCA -~ Pres.
AL LINDSAY - 1st Vice Pres.
AL WHITMAN - 2nd Vice Pres.
LENA FALANGA - Secretary
JERRY WHISTON - Treasurer

The Cambridge Committee of Elders is calling upon the City Council
to take immediate steps to secure sites for 80 units of elderly
subiedized housing in Cambridge. We feel that Cambridge may lose
some or all of ‘those units if action is not takenm promptly on

securtng adequate sites for those 80 units.

The Cambridge Committee of Elders is calling upon the Cambridge City
Council to take the following action: We again urge you to support the
Planning Board decision which eqll for.40 units of elderly housing on the
Russell School site. If that plan is defeated, we urge the following:
1) That the Cambridge City Council appropriate $385,000 which is

the amount of money equal to the expected revenues for the sale

of the Russell School site to private developers, and that this

money be set aside and held for use by the Cambridge Housing

Authority for acquisition and site development for 80 units of

- elderly housing in Cambridge.

2) That the money appropriated by the City Council not be used
by the Cambridge Housing Authority until all other munieipally

owned sites are fully explored and acted upon.

passed unanimously

Advocacy Committee

%M/;—Jéﬂ—ef

Edward F. DeLuca

President
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~ June &, 1979

~ The Honorable. the Clty Coun01lff
- Clty of Cambrldge ' .
~City Hall - E '
.Cambrldge, Massachusetts 02139,

'sDear Counclllorsx

_ The Board of Directors of the Cambrldge Civic ‘
}Assoclatlon at its Meeting on May 17, 1979 voted unanimously
" to endorse the conclusions and policy recommendations of the
-~ Cambridge Planning Board as stated on pages 9 and 10 of
' the Board's May 1, 1979 Report to the Clty Coun01l, which
: reads as followszv

CONCLUSIONS

. The reuse of the Russell School site should reflect local policies

which would bear on similar decisions in the future. The factors to
consider include the fiscal, social and physical benefits related to-

sellingsurplUS'mnnLcipal’propertv,,methods for fulfilling stated hous-

- ing needs, priorities to determine land use planning and the role of
'_nelghborhood residents in plannlng decisions. :

One of the ma]or oroblems revealed in the evaluation of’development‘on

the Russell School site, is the confusion not only of prlorltles for

 use of the site but alsc of the implementation of the city's overall

planning policies, This has been a problem for the Planning Board as
well as for the neighborhood residents who have had difficulty under-

- standing how their desires and ehpectatlons are related to those of
. other nelghborhoocs and the city as a whole

It 1S'necessary to clarlfy the c1ty-w1de pollcies which'informa

decisions such as the future of the Russell School site. In the
process of evaluating alternatives for the site, the. Plannlng Board

.,endorses the followxng pollc1es

" 1. 'The Planning Board supports ‘the use of avallable publlcly owned

" land to seérve public purposes over the removal of prlvately—
owned land from the tax rolls,{
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" The City Coumcil . o -2= - June'h, 1979

(Quotatlon contlnued)

The Plannlng Board favors structural forms and 51te plans of new B
development which' are compatlble w1th ex1st1ng nelghborhood scale‘ .
and character.r s . L . ‘ .

‘The Planning Board supports the cOncept of small scale, low—densxty
publlc housing developments while recognizing the need for a mini-
“mum number of units to make such developments economlcally fea51—,”

~ ble and to provide beneflclal llVlng arrangements for publlc

5.

6.

hou51ng re51dents.-»

The Planning Board supp0rts the’prov1S1on’of a’dlver51ty of hous-
1ng opportunltles for low—lncome residents as well as others.;' '

‘The Plannlng Board supports strong nelghborhood 1nvolvement in local

~ land use planning and public site plan review. The Board also:

recognizes that concerned neighbors should:be heard but that
neighborhood desires .cannot completely determine  the outcome of
de0151ons of c1ty-w1de srgnlflcance." :

Public statements of land use, - development, and hous1ng pOllCleS in
~the City of Cambridge can enhance the public's understanding of how
‘the events and decisions in individual neighborhoods are related to
those in other neighborhoods and ‘throughout the city as a whole. This
- will enable effective community partlcipatlon and permit progress
toward the attainment of c1ty—w1de plannlng goals. #Z. - '

(End of Quotatlon)

In order to carry out the stated conclusions and
pollcy recommendations, we urge the follOW1ng actlons be -
taken by the City Council:’ - v _ _

1. An immediate effort be made to. develop a
comprehensive citywide housing policy to provide
guidelines for decisions such as that pendlng with -

_ regard to the Russell School Site, .

2. A cooperative effort by the. Plannlng Board, the

 Housing Authority, and the Communlty Development Depar+ment
“be undertaken to:

(a) consolldate and brlng up-to- date the infor-
~mation and data from past Cambridge housing
‘studies; :

(b) outline Cambrldge s overall hou81ng needs;
~(c¢) identify obligations which Cambridge may have
to develop hou31ng under federal or state

- guidelines; =

(d) 1dent1fy all- avallable funding sources for v

assisting in Cambrldge hou31ng needs.

(continued)



s 'r.hé'.-.City.:c'oﬁncil -3- June 41979

,,3. The 1mmediate formatlon of a CltyW1de Cltlzens'
- Task Force, to review the data and information

, called for in "2." above, and to develop recommen-

<~ _dations for a comprehensive housing policy for -the

. City. Such a policy should provide -guidelines for

determining the use of all parcels of public =~

J:e}. | i ~ land which are or may become: avallable for

dave103men- in t-e Fluy.'

_* Such a task force should v1ew 1ts role as continuing the work
~already started by previous citizens’ groups, and utilizing the

extensive work already done by the Community Development Office

and other agencies of the City Government. In particular we

note the September 1976 Housing Element Plan submitted for

~public discussion by the Comprehensive Plamning Advisory Group, .

That study involved more than flfty Cambridge citizens from all
over the City, and resulted in some very thoughtful, sensitive,
and sensible observations about Cambrldge hou51ng goals:and
obllgatlons to 1ts people, . : .

The Task Force should be of reasonable size to enable
its work to proceed expedltlously, and should be representative.
of elderly groups; the various racial and ethnic groups) low, -
moderate and middle income groups; the various neighborhoods; .-
eivic groups;. social service. agenc1es,,and.re11g10us leaders

~from the varlous rellglous denomlnatlons in Cambridge.

The Task Force should deV1se an adequate process for
continuing citywide and neighborhood citizen participation

in development decisions, and should test and perfect that

process through its own example of involving all concerned

:'cltlzens in. reasoned dlscu831ons of houS1ng needs and solutlohs. !

: The goal of the Task Force should be, through the
partlclpatory processes utilized, to. produce a citywide plan
with widespread public acceptance whlch should then form the -
basis of a citywide housing policy and process to be

utilized in all decisions regarding deve10pment of 1nd1v1dua1

: parcels of land anywhere in. the City.

Thank you for your cons1deratlon of this request.
Sincerely,

gzmwa/ﬂm%

Elaine KlStl&kOWSkY
President '

‘Cambridge Civic Association .
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@ity of Cambridge

AMENDED ORDER » CALENDAR ITEM NO. 11

23.

IN CITY COUNCIL
May 21, 1979

COUNCILLOR DUEHAY -

ORDERED: That the City Manager be requeSted to take the required
steps to divest, regardless of race, creed, color, religion
or sexual preference, the City of Cambridge of its ownership
of the Russell School site in accordance with the following
guidelines:

1. The site should be divided into lots for
the construction of one and two family
private homes.

2.  B’suitable play area’ should be set aside.

3, The divesture should be done in accordance
with the laws of the Commonwealth through
the process of competitive bidding. -

4. Appropriate restrictions on reuse, devised
through neighborhood consultation, should
be established so as to ensure that new
construction will be compatable with existing
structures in the area of the Russell School
site, ' :

and be it further

ORDERED: That this City Council go on record endorsing a policy of
granting long-term Cambridge residents preference for the
purpose of purchasing each lot which will be sold from the
site of the former Russell School. :

In City Council June 4, 1979

Adopted as amended by a yea and nay vote:
Yeas 6; Nays 3; Absent O.

Attest: Paul E. Healy, City Clerk

A true copy,
-ATTEST:
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Councillor Duehay IN CITY COUNCIL
B o | | May 21, 1979

ORDERED: - That the City Myﬁﬁbe requested to take the required

. '~ steps to divest'the City of Cambridge of its ownership
of the Russell School site in accordance w1th the fo]]ow1ng
gu1de]1nes

 _-1} The s1te should be divided into. 10ts for the

construction of one and two fam11y private
v homes ,

?2;3 A su1tab1evp1ay area should be éet aSide.

3. The divestiture should be done in accordance -

' with the laws of the Commonwealth through the
process of competitive b1dd1ng |

4. Appropriate restr1ct1ons on reuse, dev1sed through

o ne1ghborhood consultation, should be established
so as to insure that new construction will- be

compatable with existing structures in the area
of the Russe]] School site. -
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. 23.
Councillor Duehay IN CITY COUNCIL
May 21, 1979

ORDERED: That the City Manager be requested to take the required
steps to divest the City of Cambridge of its ownership
of the Russell School site in accordance with the following
guidelines:

1. The site should be divided into lots for the
construction of one and two family private
homes.

2. A suitable play area should be set aside.

3. The divestiture should be done in accordance
with the laws of the Commonwealth through the
process of competitive bidding.

4. Appropriate restrictions on reuse, devised through
ne1ghborhood consultation, should be established
so as to insure that new construction will be
compatable with existing structures in the area
of the Russe]] School site.
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In City Council,
© May 21 1979
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'C. Duehay re: ownership of the Russell





