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April 30, 1986
** ALERT ON COUNTY CORRECTIONS *k
- Dear Local Official,

There have been two major indications recently that the
state intends to take over the county correctional system as
part of the FY87 state budget.

The House version of the budget, which was passed by
the House a few weeks ago and sent on to the Senate,
~ contains a reserve of $35 million for "county correction
cost assumption.™ However, there was no ‘accompanying line
item within the budget itself and no legislative language to-
detail such a takeover.

Last week the Governor announced, as part of his
proposal for éxpending the state's $575 million surplus,
that he was supporting this reserve and the concept of a
takeover, indicating that he assumed it would be a two-
year phase in. There was no additional funding allocated
by the Governor for this purpose in his proposal. We were
disappointed that the Governor's proposal did not announce
added local aid that would have brought the state closer to
a real 40% amocunt for local governments.

, In addition, the House membership in floor debate on
its budget, adopted language which essentially says that if

- the state assumes any county correctional costs an equivalent
decrease will be made in county assessments on local budgets,

releasing these amounts for discretionary use at the local
level. '

It is not yet clear what the Senate position will be
on this issue. In past years there had been objection in
the Senate to having the state assume county correctional
responsibilities. However, the Senate is presently work-
ing on its version of the state budget and in the next few
weeks some further indications of intention may well become
clear.

The Municipal Association will continue to keep you
fully infopmed on this issue as it takes shape.

incerely,

James W. Segél
Executive Director

JWS/rr




. e /959
pﬁ y“ﬂwf y i ! S %&
'z o ¢/ i Comm. fro James Se I . Dir,, Mass.
i ’ : Mun1c1p ‘ssoc. Réggkgndlc tions that the
ﬁﬁéw-ﬁf A ©  State intends to take oVewrsthe County cor-
. ‘f rectlonal system as part of the FY87 State
o budget.

In City Council,
May 12, 1986
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