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IN CITY COUNCIL

E~Ey4A999
February 8, 1999

,

VICE MAYOR GALLUCCIO
COUNCILLORBORN
COUNCILLORDAVIS
COUNCILLORREEVES
COUNCILLORRUSSELL
COUNCILLORSULLIVAN
COUNCILLORTOOMEY
COUNCILLORTRIANTAFILLOU

RESOLVED: That the City Council go on record in support of the efforts of the parents and children
of the Maynard School to obtain increased public library access in Area Four; and be it
further

RESOLVED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to confer with the Director of the
Library and the Superintendent of Schools with the view in mind of considering
including and Area Four branch library in the upcoming budget discussions.

/

In City Council February 8, 1999.
Adopted by the,affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

..,^'"' '°"' x9 )na'r~ )k97 "

ATTEST:-
D. Margaret Drury

. . City Clerk
.
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IN CITY COUNCIL

February 1, 1999

VICE MAYOR GALLUCCIO
COUNCILLORBORN
COUNCILLORDAVIS
COUNCILLOR REEVES
COUNCILLORRUSSELL
COUNCILLORSULLIVAN
COUNCILLOR TOOMEY

RESOLVED: That the City Council go on record in support of the efforts of the parents and children
of the Maynard School to obtain increased public library access in Area Four; and be it
further

RESOLVED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to confer with the Director of the

Library and the Superintendent of Schools with the view in mind of considering
including and Area Four branch library in the upcoming budget discussions.

CHARTER RIGHT EXERCISEDBY COUNCILLOR TRIANTAFILLOU.
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Members of the City Council S

'p f> jg"L
795 Massachusetts Avenue ;r V

'amb"dgq M^ °"" UJ\Jlyb
A

,Yy" LAt
Dear Members of the City Council: A1^9'Ve1P

v
Ur,j'lbi

We are writing you on behalf of the parents and children of the Maynard School
community. Please find enclosed petitions urging you to consider including an Area 4

'
V)

branch 1ibrary,in your upcoming budget discussions. N'Aj)
We believe that a branch of the public library in the Area 4 community is crucial for the lV9^0\ t
following reasons:

\

" many area residents lack the economic resources to purchase quality
reading material for their families.

" the nearest branches (Central Square and Valente) are not easily accessible
to children and parents without cars.

· research shows that children with poor access to books do more poorly in

their reading achievement. Jim Trelease (Read Aloud Handbook) and other experts
on reading note that children who are read to in their homes do better in school.

· students at the Maynard School have scored lower than other Cambridge
Schools on standardized tests; they desperately need free literacy resources within
their community.

' Area 4 is one of the most densely populated areas in terms of children under
twelve years of age.

· there are two elementary schools and two housing projects which would be
greatly benefited by a neighborhood branch library.

· the Maynard School library supports the K - 5 academic curriculum during
school hours only -- it cannot meet the broader reading needs of children when the
school is closed (evenings, weekends, summers, vacations).

· an area branch library could serve as a vital community resource for children
and teenagers, and help them develop the life-long habit of reading.

· a branch could also be a focal point for other agencies working together (e.g.,
social service agencies, community organizations, clinics) to get young people
involved in a wide variety of constructive activities so that they will become more
empowered to change their lives and the world they live in.



These are some of the reason that we strongly urge you to consider including a
branch library for Area 4 in yo r up-coming budget.

Please find enclosed a brief article which dramatizes the positive results of having a
neighborhood library.

Thank you for your time and cOnsideration for this important issue.

cmcjijLL tu~Chemi Kadete Whitiow se Farina
Co-chair, Maynard School CoUncii Co-chair, Maynard School Council

.

,

t

i, ·
.
,'.



k
,

P

C

,

,

P

3

.' :%. '

t

*

RAPID RESEARCH REPORT
%

F

4

Francisco Ramos - .T
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The impact of one trip to the public i

library: Making books available may be '

the best incentive for reading '

a

It is well established that children read ever, asked to sign a form each day, 'While we plan to continue to bring
more when they have more access to confirming that they had seen the book children to the public library, we do not
books (Krashen, 1993). Children in the child brought home, in order to feel that the implication of our study is

many schools, however,have little ac- avoid losses and subsequent fines from that schools should simply take more ad-

cess to books because of the poor condi- the public library. vantage of the public library to supply a

tion of some school libraries (Allington, Two anonymous surveys were run 3 print-rich environment for children. The
Guice, Baker, Michaelson,& Li, 1995; weeks after the first visit to the public solution must come from school. VIe
Krashen, 1996; Pucci, 1994). Here we library, one for students and one for were lucky to have a cooperative, well-
describe a program, developed by book- their parents (see Table). It was clear supplied public library close to the
less teachers, that attempted to improve that the children enjoyed their visit; school. Others are not so lucky.
students' access to books. most reported reading more, that read- The clearest implication of our study

Twenty second-grade and 84 third- ing was easier, and that they wanted to is that simply providing interesting
grade Hispanicstudents in an inner city return to the library. Parents' respons- books for children is a powerful incen-
school in Los Angeles, California, es were consistentwith the children's tive for reading, perhaps the most pow-
USA, served as subjects. All children responses and tended to show even erful incentive possible. This conclu-

,
came from print-poorhomes. At school, more enthusiasm. sion is consistent with research showing
their access to books was limited to a During parent-teacher conferences, that extrinsic incentives for reading
weekly 30-minute visit to the school ii- held 7 weeks after the first visit to the have not been successful, while improv-
brary, where they were allowed to library and 2 weeks after a second visit, ing access to books has been successful
check out only one book per visit. Parents assured teachers that the level in encouraging reading (Krashen &

To provide the children with greater of interest in reading continued. McQuillan, 1996). Our study not only
access to books, four teachers organized 'When asked what they thought con- confirms that providing interesting
monthly visits to the neighborhood pub- tributed to their children's increased in- reading itself is an excellentmotivator,
lie library during school time, but before terest in books, 22% of the parents felt it also shows the powerful impact even
it was open to the public in the morning. that the fact that students went as a a single exposure to books can have.
This allowed the children to explore the group, with their friends, was an im-
library, share books, and not be con- portant factor. But 67% of the students Authors' notestrained by the need to remain quiet. asked their parents to take them back

The trips to the library significantly to the library after the first visit, on
We thank Jose M. Estrada, Dorothy

increased access to books: Each student their own.
McGuire, and Isela Mendez, the other

was allowed to check out 10 books, There are, of course, other explana- participants in this project, who enthu-

which suddenly produced a substantial tions for our encouraging results. Both siastically took on the task of facilitat-

classroom library for use during sus- parents and children could have been at+ ing students' access to books.
^p

V

tained silent reading time. In addition, tempting to "please the experimenter"; Ramos is an elementary school teachertr3

students were allowed to take the books that is, give responsesthat they thought in Los Angeles, California, USA, and a
home. Reading the new books was vol- we were looking for. The results are so doctoral student at the University ofC

untary, and there were no reading logs strong, however, that we must conclude Southern California, where Krashen
or written assignments connected to the that at least someof the increasedenthu- teaches courses in reading education.
reading. Students' parents were, how- siasm is genuine.

L 1 A 'Tho R [jad1;nO Teac'her VA < 1 N^ '7 An&1 1QC)Q ,^ ,rw,o v~.^_^.:~_^j r> ^^A:^~ A .^^^:^,;^W
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Library For Area 4

We, the undersigned, recognize the need for a branch of the public library in Area 4.

We ask the City Council to consider this petition during the upcoming budget discussions.

Print
Print

!

First Narjne Last Name . -,
.Sign.gi$ure

! Address. ..

! City .

! Zip
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Library For Area 4
We, the undersigned, recognize the need for a branch of the public library in Area 4.We ask the City Council to consider this petition during the upcoming budget discussions.

Print i

Print
First Name , Last Name

!

Signature Address City Zip
!

P4vl a- Qa-pl"^i kz£"
-- /g° //c~";"i "' % Cm~Zi b u"'2/tiMl:t5es GA<)t"aGa!) u/"a/ ' -V)

/' ¥ H,Vaugrt/ ST ",3 Game'. ajl3g
;

VArj c/i (LEjGE(l 'I tA~m cMwLL"K!L/Lf,/ L-A/71K Eldl"i1 Z""n Lm'a^' tQ— C3~_ i liP /b=mi (b-h o""s
LL;}i3 a= "" ',2; }':ZU "=' b;':t7

) E"'k /Uyyen '
i =——_ _S7+ /Mq("lceAF st C,,mb Da3¶

:='=_ ,^'e>_ 5:±z_ :,'==" '2tdt °o",';;,j
kg1du1c/ G cL' LA MLy= "=— LEZz [/=,/Ua^-dS+ CJQlm>L) ciujSat' Ge=ha _g "' G1L-4µ nit' Ci=~4> ¢'"'"T).KsM/g'

eC CAL 2'9OA :6Lwu!u9 m2r%d^7>/<(zLM
< o9j>>)S"

T°?n gg'p?" == lw((CaQ jl- lbij oq/37
V ""L-um" "/A"L-

:
"mt7?z "

c'7/ 7at/muc u &huC d;'/:3?i

=Cj'A ' 61,4 Ecjn (c>jko 1~¥ /AU'- (0- ALL UlL{sol^s, #:2 Camb 6';/37
; As if M-l Ayty

,

2'it3 &DadL"7 #'°' cm cQ(37|S,LAm
_ _ _ Al i

__ - --
-ej&-—

- -- - - 3 11 3 B_-T'&A&u'ul
- "-- - - ' -



Library For Area 4
We, the undersigned, recognize the need for a branch of the public library in Area 4.

We ask the City Council to consider this petition during the upcoming budget discussions.

Print
!

Print
First Name i.. Last Name

i

Signature
!

Address i City.
i

Zip.
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Library For Area 4
We, the undersigned, recognize the need for a branch of the public library in Area 4.

We ask the City Council to consider this petition during the upcoming budget discussions.:

Print
. PrintFirst Name Last Name

i

Signature '

Address City Zip 1k'u z
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Library For Area 4
We, the undersigned, recognize the need for a branch of the public library in Area 4.

We ask the City Council to consider this petition during the upcoming budget discussions.
"_]

Print i Print
: First Name _

Last Name .

! Signature
i Address , City Zip
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Library For Area 4
We, the undersigned, recognize the need for a branch of the public library in Area 4.

We ask the City Council to consider this petition during the upcoming budget discussions.

Print Print
First fdame

'

Last Name ,.·'"Signature Address City Zip 1
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Library For Area 4
We, the undersigned, recognize the need for a branch of the public library in Area 4.

We ask the City Council to consider this petition during the upcoming budget discussions.

Print
: Print

First Name
!

Last Name Signature .
Address . .

City .

!

Zip
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Library For Area 4
we, the undersigned, recognize the need for a branch of the public library in Area 4.

We ask the City Council to consider this petition during the upcoming budget discussions.
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Library For Area 4
t

VIle, the undersigned, recognize the need for a branch of the pubfic library in Area 4.
We ask the City Council to consider this petition during the upcoming budget discussions.
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Library For Area 4
We, the undersigned, recognize the need for a branch of the public library in Area 4.

We ask the City Council to consider this petition during the upcoming budget discussions.
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Library For Area 4
we, the undersigned, recognize the need for a branch of the public library in Area 4.

We ask the City Council to consider this petition during the upcoming budget discussions.
:

Print i Print
First Name !

..
Last Name..

i. .Sig.n.a.ture
. ..

i

.
Address

i

, City i.
.
Zip

... ...

JObe^j1n« " \jji\s6^ id\jre^~~ c^jK.\l\—
._..

,2_±. p©rLANp..$T..
I

c13m'3.&ij)«
.i

qz'3"j:

1
E&^jara i....j<DLy\«n^js1<('

!

. . . . . .... .

.T'. ,(jyl1"L a^'p_ ST
. _.

i. cchrn 13 e f OUt-
!

cc'l(3 'a_

%

...&Leµe'/wg' L~c,l n ,aj'G !

Zj m
LeFz CJ/m d ' e~5/ :

."

xA_c-5f

42¶0^

,= 'lyc= ':a';adust. '8i. %:,
3,&- iczja' "Z_

:

....

' ' "
i

17"1'/<14jkjj~! 's4- Gi_b, om m
atker,;ie i C'oY,-t-

1

t3 ,

uPRt :

3't lkAcmyeCf" "'" G~jo i(y'37

(!^"m" i

0 ""'1 °4"
. ai &

>
hji- " "°E "r AQa)a13,

. D""f .

...GuAL
I

q ^2e^e47
. . .

I...
,

_______
_.

,.....,... _ .._
fyC _·T7 uS" "... _y

....
_Lasrjr' Mjc= b """7..

i

,LFs/ie' !

jse^Ey . .... .

...jcz>t"€ iii ·kLµl41l97 Lc/lnjju^ SK
i ,?aa/bqyd·

... .OU37.
Clan'ssa- Cuvdtmm CbUN»a amt %%jta1ombktgt 'Clmbv"

it ,R|q
iOnna !Le\jins :Ebrum RgL^j\ 't!(9j ?t'^A U" CQw"b7g?? ='AA<ela

:

Gur"ar3 :

iL'ep'h g"~ Ia74 £rCysk(:L1jL d' C¢!l4¶ M QQ'Z'i'

joq1
!

A'r: C !

ym
'

fi j'jw5 '" °"YY
Kq'n\l| N¢lC6

'

""2-9 be 51?6v"t'5 4 (bim MJk 1Rl31
ChiSan i cLjum ,."

,

" "

y
.-

)

ns k?:tl LA Kll Cr—
:

OzjYo
"""""IJa,,_ i

a e /L__ ziC": """""Lc/""° 6^3 A7(c--s

_
S1'_ C—

:cjb?/'sr"



Library For Area 4
We, the undersigned, recognize the need for a branch of the public fibrary in Area 4.

We ask the City Council to consider this petition during the upcoming budget discussions.

[ Print "" "
' " Print

First Name
'

Last Name , Signature ' Address : City ! Zip
.

'
:, SF'm4— " jL=_ i") g '7l ~: r/f'/it? ,

'olicn A/'?~caAL_ et-njl
,

aA'?/Q|

I';aScr\ :
L^^3 k" al(p O-,)j_ SJ ~]vw1I( C7A'"1 I

mjLi _n /1: ,iC7~ AA— a 0/ HRLdNmc( Q tt»,b Da/-37)

F'Jil Ublf
'

bib LAJlvdSe( sr. gu1/t!yl4L e'2j31

a,,", , Arm >rr¢pz7 cZL- Lamn" —
2 Tl 1RnA/So,r s'

:

m 6k/:j? C , c'" /37'

k,nt r¢i&e7ucl«
r

dLLX:" 222- CaLU/ws/A5 aM/B au37 I

=/lXq be4Z Re 1,{; /l Cp f_ 1L-l&j?q, 66" /Zty79?a g'p a/mL- Dc" 7
'

I M'y"lvv1 bemev" Ay)'
, ll nuLUl'u -g"

L,
tA'"cgt C'Zt%

&"me M"yjv / ,,
:

, /3c"AA~ju4" Ad" o'u"

"¥^^ 1j/^"/ 'kaiA }l
^1/'

M-- 1/ ' Gac_ St av1S\ngg oh 'S

'3tq '-S&c V,7 ,

e'LLb7C ,22-3 e=~a c,2/57

LZeCacat Sg '«je 2- ,"~>4_
%:l3l5' &=7 m-l az/g?'

Gi= =~y= - " —CZZ?y 275 J"i ' e $'/' C.~l OL/y^
i µjc-k«E|

,
K^1^ .jgyc X, .

Icc <AjmGA.w <L-"ss i,j>jr DL1"}
' EAl~& S,_as umu~L= £'3MaAtd' g'g' C6aa'G "'""
'3'=~j %""m"=7 S O~~ma«L3

-
i5O "IAL EB "21_ CD~n= _Oz\4-|



Library For Area 4

We, the undersigned, recognize the need for a branch of the public library in Area 4.

We ask the City Council to consider this petition during the upcoming budget discussions.
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Library For Area 4
We, the undersigned, recognize the need for a branch of the public library in Area 4.

We ask the City Council to consider this petition during the upcoming budget discussions.
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Library For Area 4
We, the undersigned, recognize the need for a branch of the public library in Area 4.

We ask the City Council to consider this petition during the upcoming budget discussions.
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Library For Area 4
we, the undersigned, recognize the need for a branch of the public library in Area 4.

We ask the City Council to consider this petition during the upcoming budget discussions.
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Library For Area 4
We, the undersigned, recognize the need for a branch of the public library in Area 4.

We ask the City Council to consider this petition during the upcoming budget discussions.
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Library For Area 4
We, the undersigned, recognize the need for a branch of the public library in Area 4.

We ask the City Council to consider this petition during the upcoming budget discussions.
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Library For Area 4
We, the undersigned, recognize the need for a branch of the public library in Area 4.

We ask the City Council to consider this petition during the upcoming budget discussions.
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Library For Area 4
We, the undersigned, recognize the need for a branch of the public library in Area 4.

We ask the City Council to consider this petition during the upcoming budget discussions.
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IN CITY COUNCIL

,
T February 1, 1999

VICE MAYOR GALLUCCIO

RESOLVED: That the City Council go on record in support of the efforts of the parents and children
of the Maynard School to obtain increased public library access in Area Four; and be it
further

RESOLVED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to confer with the Director of the

Library and the Superintendent of Schools with the view in mind of considering ,'
.

including and Area Four branch library in the upcoming budget discussions. ·.::..
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Cdj' C4 ,C'J 3
Consent Order #12

{ "

Vice Mayor Ga11uCcio re: support the
efforts of the M?ynard School parents
and children to Obtain increased public
library access in Area Four.
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' Iii City Council February I, 1999
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