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October 4, 1982

Mr. Robert W. Healy

City Manager

City Hall

Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139

Re: Council Hearing on Reconstruction of Hazardous Intersection
Located at Webster Avenue / Plymouth Street / Hamlin Street

Dear Mr. Healy:

This is in response to the notification received on Friday,
October 1, 1982 with respect to the City Council action
regarding the suspension of construction activities on the
above-cited intersection. :

As you know, this work is being done as a part of an executed
public improvements contract and is substantially completed.
The only remaining work is the installation of finish paving
material and two (2) trees.

There are a number of facts about which the City Council should
be informed prior to its deliberations. They include the
following:

1. The intersection has been re-designed in response
to neighborhood requests to improve pedestrian
and vehicular safety at that intersection.

2. The public has had the opportunity to be heard at
public meetings and in turn has informed the
Authority of its position through two petitions.
One petition signed by forty (40) residents opposed
and another signed by one hundred and twenty five
(125) residents in favor of the reconstruction.
Copies of those petitions are enclosed.

3. The opposition to the improvements is based on
the fear that the sidewalk will be used as a
"teen-age hang-out" which appears to be a police
related problem, not a construction related problem.

Since the contractor has proceeded on this work in good faith
and has substantially completed the improvements; and since
the contractor has ordered all the materials including pavers



-2~

and trees; and since the cost of removing the existing base
work, re-designing and reconstructing the intersection would
be exhorbitant and time-consuming; and since the pedestrian

and vehicular safety are better served with the intersection
as presently designed, the Council is respectfully requested
to schedule a hearing in a timely manner or, if possible, to
reconsider the need for such a hearing.

It would be helpful if you could bring this matter to the
attention of the City Council this evening.

Sincerely yours,

Joseph F. Tulimieri
Executive Director

JFT:jmk

Enclosures
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July 16, 1982

Mr. Richard C. Rossi

Deputy City Manager

City Hall

Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139

Re: Construction of Plymouth/Webster "Islang"

Wellington-Harrington Urban Renewal Area
Pr 'gct .No. Mass. R-108

' Dear Mzl Rossis

This is in response to your inguiry regarding the reconstruc-
tion of the Plymouth/Hamlin/Webster Avenue site. By way of
background information, a public meeting (notice attached)
was held on February 4, 1982 regarding this matter. Seven.
people were in attendance and ‘one (1) person expressed
support. On March 31, 1982, a petition (copy attached),
signed by forty (40) area residents expressing their
opposition to the proposed modification, was received. Con-
sequently, we dropped the matter. ’
The Authority could reconsider its action --

that some evidence of community support of the original pro-
posal is forthcoming. '

Very truly yours,

Jaq h F. Tulimieri

~Executive Director

cc: Mary B. Fields(a)

RF: Dev (a)

SF: CCM

DF: AJC
RJP
RSR
JFT

/JPY (o0a)

provided of course,



Wellington-Harrington Citizens Committee
and Cambridge Redevelopment Authority

Wellington-Harrington Neighborhood Improvement Area

February 4, 1982 . .

NOTICE OF MEETING CONCERNING PROPOSED MODIFICATION
IN STREET INTERSECTION AT WEBSTER AVENUE AND PLYMOUTH STREET

The Wellington-Harrington Citizens Committee will hold a
meeting Monday evening at}7:00 PM in the cafeteria of the
Charles G. Harrington Elementary School to review with
residénts in the vicinity df the intersection of Webster
Avenue and Plymouth Street the above noted proposal.

The proposal is to extend the sidewalk further out into
the streeé.(Webster Avenue) to redQée'illegal'right turns
northbound on Webster Avenue onto Hamlin Street.

You are invited to this meeting to review this proposal and
express your views on it.

Thank you for your interestvin the Wellington-Harrington
Neighborhood Improvement Proéram. |

James Bentubo

Chairman |
Wellington-Harrington Citizens Committee
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July 29, 1982 Xc: RJP

RSR
JFT
/ JPY

Mr. Robert W. Healy
City Manager
City Hall '
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139
Re: Reconstruction of Webster/Plymouth/Hamlin Intersection
Wellington-Harrington Urban Renewal Area
Project No. Mass. R-108

Dear Mr. Healy:

The Authority had contemplated the reconstruction of the
above-cited intersection as a work item in Site Preparation
Contract No. 12, the design of which was approved by you
and .all required City departments. However, after a com-
munity meeting and upon receipt of a petition signed by

40 area residents in opposition to the reconstruction, we
deleted the proposed work item. '

We are now in receipt of a second petition, a copy of which‘
is attached, signed by more than 100 residents in support of
the reconstruction and a recommendation of the Department of

Traffic and Parking citing pedestrian and vehicular safety
as its primary concern. _ , _ '

In view of the above, subject, of course, to your concurrence,
it is our intention to notify immediately the contractor to
proceed with the reconstruction of the intersection as indi-
cated on the enclosed sketch.

Finally, many area residents opposed to the reconstruction
cited problems with area youth congregating at the inter-
section. It would be helpful if you could bring this matter:
to the attention of the appropriate City department for action.

Sincerely yours,

Joseph F. Tulimieri
Executive Director

JFT:ehb
Enclosure



PETITION

We, the undersigned, residents of the Plymouth Street and Webster Avenue neighbor-
hood wish to express our approval of the or1g1na1 plan of the Cambridge Redevelop-
ment Authorlty to extend the sidewalk at the intersection of Plymouth and Webster
Avenue, and hereby request the Authorxty to lmplement this plan in order to help
allev1ate the traffic problems in this area:

Name . Address
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PETITION P

We, the undersigned, residents of the Plymouth Street and Webster Avenue neighbor-
hood, wish to express our approval of the original plan of the Cambridge Redevelop~-
ment Authority to extend the sidewalk at the intersection of Plymouth and Webster

Avenue, and hereby request the Authorlty to implement this plan in order to help
allev1ate the traffic problems in this area:

Name

Address
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, residents of the Plymouth Street and Webster Avenue neighbor-
hood, wish to express our approval of the original Plan of the Cambridge Redevelop-
ment Authority to extend the sidewalk at the intersection of Plymouth and Webster
Avenue, and hereby request the Authority to implement this plan in order to help
alleviate the traffic problems in this area:

Name ' Address
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, residents of the Plymouth Street and Webster Avenue neighbor-
hood wish to express our approval of the original plan of the Cambridge Redevelop-
ment Authority to extend the sidewalk at the intersection of Plymouth and Webster

Avenue, and hereby request the Authorlty to implement this plan in order to help
alleVLate the traffic problems in this area:

Name : Address
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, residents of the Plymouth Street and Webster Avenue neighbor-
hood, wish to cxpress our approval of the original plan of the Cambridge Redevelop-
ment Authority to extend the sidewalk at the intersection of Plymouth and Webster
Avenue, and hereby request the Authority to implement this plan in order to help
alleviate the traffic problems in this area:

Name Address
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, residents of the Plymouth Street and Webster Avenue neighbor-
hood, wish to express our approval of the original plan of the Cambridge Redevelop-
ment Authority to extend the sidewalk at the intersection of Plymouth and Webster

Avenue, and hereby request the Authorlty to implement this plan in order to help
alleviate the trafflc problems in this area:

Address
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PETITION

We, the undersigned, residents of the Plymouth Street and Webster Avenue neighbor-
hood, wish to express our approval of the original plan of the Cambridge Redevelop-
ment Authority to extend the sidewalk at the intersection of Plymouth and Webster

Avenue, and hLereby request the Authority to implement this plan in order to help
alleviate the traffic problems in this area:

Name Address
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