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Dear Mr. Connarton:

I received a copy of the resolution which was passed unanimously by
the City Council in opposition to the Reagan administration's new
rules and regulations for public housing. Some of those rules and
regulations are appropriate, but there are many which will be unfair
and I agree with the Council's opposition to these.

Unfortgébtely, by the time the administration proposed these rules,
the House had already acted on the 1988 version of the housing bill.
It was therefore too late for us to include language which would have
prevented some of the oppressive parts of these rules from going into
effect. Despite that, the House committee leadership, at the request
of several of us, did seek to include language in the House/Senate
conference version of the bill which would have given tenants some
relief from same of these unfair rules. We made some progress, but
unfortunately, the Republicans in the Senate, working with the
administration, refused to accept them. Since it was we who are on
the pro-tenant side who were interested in most of the provisions of
the legislation, several of which were needed to improve on the work
we did in the 1987 bill, we were forced to concede. As I said, our
position on this was somewhat weakened because we did not have any
language on this subject in our version of the bill, since the new
rules came after the House had already passed the bill.

I will continue in the New Year to work to try to change same of these:
rules. You may be aware that we were opposed in our effort to lessen
the negative impact of these rules by same of the organizations with
wham we are often allied — specifically the National Association of
Housing and Redevelopment officials. I regretted that and I know that
same people in Massachusetts have been tworking to try to change that.

It may be that we will have better luck with the new Secretary of HUD,
with whom I do not agree on many issues, but who may be more willing
to listen to our pleas for fairness. In any case please accept my
thanks for your City Council's willingness to join in this fight and

my assurances that I will continue myirt of it.
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- Comm. from Congressman Barney Frank, in ack-
" nowledgment & appreciation of resolutions

¢

- adopted by the Council in opposition to new
, rules & regulations concerning public housing.

In City Council,

January 9, 1989
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