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27 Ellsworth Ave. Cambridge, MA 02139
Phone (617) 49224381155 pip
May 11, 1994

FAX MESSAGE, 1 PAGE, TO:
Michael Sullivan

Cambridge City Council

City Hall, 795 Massachusetts Ave..
Cambridge, MA 02139

FAX # (617) 349-4287

Dear Councillor Michael Sullivan:

I strongly urge you to reconsider the Cambridge City Hospital expansion plan. I
believe that there are serious issues concerning the hospital's projected needs, and
the best ways to meet expected needs may not have been taken into consideration.
In light of the current climate of national health care reform, hospitals around the
Boston area and around the country are considering consolidation, not expansion.
The Cambridge Hospital expansion plan focuses on ambulatory care functions,
many of which have been demonstrated to be best taken care of in community
facilities, rather than in a centralized facility. There are two other health care
facilities adjacent to the Cambridge Hospital on Cambridge Street, namely Youville
Hospital and Harvard Community Health Plan. Harvard Community Health Plan,
an ambulatory care center that was recently renovated, is a clearly under-utilized
facility (open only business hours Monday -Friday). Youville Hospital has also
recently expanded its facility. The result is a large under-utilized building and
auditorium that hospital administrators will need to redesign and adapt for another, .
as yet undetermined, function. Thus, the use of space, projected future needs, and
options for mergers are all critical issues that have to be considered.

The City of Cambridge is operating under severe budget constraints. We need to
look very carefully at spending 40 million dollars (plus cost overruns that are
indeterminate) on a project that has yet to demonstrate its service to the residents of
Cambridge.

I strongly urge you to carefully reconsider the Cambridge Hospital expansion
project. Thank you for your attenticn in this matter.

Sincerelyfg& %u)@%é G : N&M\—e—vw So

Paula Gutlove Gordon Thompson
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Comm. from Pag% Gytlove and Gordon S>1j23§>
Thompson, 27 Hllsworth Avenue, urging

the City to reconsider the expansion of
the Cambridge. Hospital.

In City Council,
May 16, 1994
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