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22.

IN CITY COUNCIL
March 28, 1994

COUNCILLOR WALSH
COUNCILLOR BORN
COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN
COUNCILLOR TRIANTAFILLOU
VICE MAYOR RUSSELL

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

ORDERED:

ORDERED:

Bonny Lamb has forwarded the attached letter and article of March 14, 1994 to
the City Council; and

This is a most interesting article from the New England Real Estate Journal,
written by Ms. Lamb, with the intent to attract business to Cambridge for which
she should be congratulated; and

The said letter also contains some excellent suggestions on how to improve the
quality of life in Cambridge; now therefore be it

That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to review said letter and article
and make a response to Ms. Lamb on her observations and suggestions and
address the City Council by giving said Council a copy of his response to Ms.
Lamb’s suggestions; and be it further

That the City Clerk be and hereby is requested to write to Ms Lamb on behalf of
the City Council and thank her for helping to promote the City of Cambridge as
an alternative place for business to locate.

In City Council March 28, 199%4.
Adopted by the affirmative vote of eight members.
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

A true copy;

ATTEST:- 0. %“"2""‘“‘ ’&”"2

D. Margaret Drury
City Clerk
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March 14, 1994

Cambridge City Council
785 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138

Dear Councilor:

Attached is an article I wrote for The New England Real
Estate Journal on request, which I thought you might be in-
terested to read. I wrote it with the intention to attract
businesser to Cambridge. My main concern for writing to you.
however, is to address scme City problems.

Rathie Born has called attention to the problem of snow re-
moval on the sidewalks of Cambridge, particularly the resi-
dential ones. The problem is a serious cne, and I have given
it a good deal of thought as I have slipped around the City.
The following is my suggestion.

Along with the tax bill mailed in October, include a direc-
tive regarding onow removal: Each proparty owner ig respon-
sible for the daily removal of snow on the sidewalk in

front of his/her property of a minimum width that two men can
pass each other easily for side street residential (on main
streets, the entire sidewalk). If there is any ice accumu-
lation, the sidewalk should be sanded or scme other means
used to remove the ice. The meter maids will issue tickets
to those not complying. The fines will be $25 for residen-
tial and $50 for commercial and apartment buildings for the
first offense, with increases of for addi-
tional cffenses. Fines left unpaid will be added to the tax
bill, with interest. '

It is particularly aggravating that homeowners on Brattle,
Craigie, Berkeley, etc., some of the most affluent residents
in Cambridge, refuse to hire somecne to remove the snow. The
owners of 23 Berkeley, on the corner of Craigie and Berkeley,
for example, never, never shovel year after year. Pedestri-
ans made one little foot-worn path in the snow on Craigie
that was difficult to traverse as snow, and trecherous, as
ice. We pedestrians had the dangerous choica of falling on
the path or walking in the busy street, dodging cars.
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Sidewalk snow removal could be a souzrce of income for junior
high and high school students--both sexes. The schools could
start a jobs program. Resgidentg would have a source for snow
removal if they preferred not to do it themselves, and the
students not only would make money, but they would get scme
exercise and be kept out of mischief. The program could be
construed or arranged as scme sort of student community serv-
iced?roject, tooc, for those homeowners too old or infirm or
needy. :

In the hope that the following would improve the quality of
life in Cambridge, I would like to bring attention to a few
other city problems:

1. Bike riding on sidewalks--About a year age I called City
Hall about this dangerocus problem. I was told by some
woman that the city was working on it "for the past
year." One year later the problem still persists, and I
certainly hope that no tax dollars were directed to this
lengthy, unproductive project. It is enough to be con-
cerned about whizzing bikes while crossing streets, let
alone having tc be concerned with being run down on the
sidewalks. It is an especial problem on the sidewalks
between Harvard and Porter Squares, where I live. Some
kind of advertising and signage is needed, and bikes
ridden on the sidewalks necd to be confiscated by the
police.

2. With the warm weather arriving, more street musicians
will be in The Sguare. To combat the noise and aggra-
vation, I suggest that amplifiers be prchibited. By 8o
doing, the singers can be heard by those who want to
stand and listen to them, but those of us who would
prefer not to be deafened by the cacophany could still
enjoy The Square. Also, nearby residents would enjoy
greater peaca.

3. Some commercial tenants are putting their trash and gar-
bage in front of their buildings for trash collection
whenever they feel like it. 1It’s an eyescre and rodent
attractor. By early Sunday bags and bags of trash are
placed in front of Baskin Robbins in The Sguare and

' Khalsa Chiropractic and Montrose Spa, for instance, be-

: tween Harvard and Porter Squares. Montrose Spa, at
1646 Mass. Ave., keeps 2 beaten up garbage cans in
front of their store 24 hours a day, even though the City
supplies an attractive one 5 feet away. It loocks like

hell.
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Tn addition, Montrose €pa and a lot of the other retail-
ers in the City have front sidewalks and curbsides strewn
with the litter from what they sell. Retailers should
be responsible for keeping the gidewalks and curb areas

litter fres.

I would appreciate your considering the above as ways to im-
prove Cambridge.

urs t=uls

BEnny L
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By Bonny Lamb, LeVaux Realtors/DeWolfe Ne\;v England |
\ Cambridge location offers business

aluable assets: visibility and prestige

City of Cambridge ia
.. Measuring only 6.4
aland area, itis home Lo
residents and 6 insbitu-
»{ higher learning, in-
g Harvard and MIT.
did John Harvard real-
en he begueathed his
s o€ books and his estate
| at $400 that Harvard
tecome HARVARD. Aud
lid our forefathers real-
long-lasting importance
osing Cambridge, then
wie, as the capital of
wsaachusetts Bay Colony.
vridge. nee Newtowvue,
esen becnuse of the stra-
inportaac of Harvard
. Really! Even in the
:entury, when it came Lo
13 renl estste, there were

only 3 impoitant guidelines:
loczting, tocation and lccation.
The Harvard Squarearea, ance
a promontory, offered protec-
tion to the new-capitel’s citi-
zem and government.
Rostanins rew the capital and
Harvard Square is flat, but
Camnbridge 1emains a Mecca
for relailers, restaury teurs
and investors. With the high-
density resideal populatian
and 103,000 workers in the
Cily daily, success is almost
insured. Ouring the recent real
estate debude, new cetail ten-
ants were will to pay 385 psf.
Tuday, the choicest locations
in The Square are rentiog in
exzess of $100 psf. Outside
Harvard Squarve, most retail
reataareinthe $20-$25 range,

and these ia littla space avail-
able,

The ofice market has im-
proved, too. Somelarge vacan-
cies exil in buildings around
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the perimeter of the City, bat
build.ngs located near ameni-
ties and where the actioniaare
(ull ar nearly so with few ex-
ceptions. Recent teases in the
best buildings in Harvard
Square are achieving renls of
$24-325 psl, with ranges from
mid-teens to low-$20's else-
where. Two Brattle 3quare, an
oftice condominium project due
to be completed in April/day,
is being offered at 5225 ps(C

The rebound in Cambridge
begon on January 2nd, and
has remained strong through-
out the year. Companies are
expanding, new comgpanies are
forming and more are moving
intothe Cily. Businesses have
confidence in their ability to
remain viable and are willing

. whendea'scouldstlibemade.  be hore. N

My speeially has been the
sale of uger buildings. For the
- last three years the market
" has been moribund. Why
should any company Lie up its
capital at;too-hizh intercat
" rates whenrents’ wexe 80 low
©and pricea‘kapt'droppmg?;&';]
Refreshingly, tte user mar:
ket has reboundedy loo. fve
closed cnfthree Yuildings in
the last three months at goad
! prices pal.The most reczntl
traneaciion® was the sale _!ast
week of the historic Amen:an
.. Red Cross Bu.lding at 9 .
Waterhnuse StreetontheCam-
“bridge Common.The 8,200 s/
. office buildiny -sold for
$990,000. It was zoned for aon-
et it
t sign longer leases. One ofy; sSomewhat.; Robert: For
my recent lease transactions Memdzth@g_(}req:reprqunkeﬁ
fad impocrtant implications.- -The American Red Cross, an
Ondras Associates Architects, ! represonted the buyec W or»l_n_i
tnc.. haled from Davis Square, Plan Bxecutive Counm.l-US. :
Somecville. Alter New York™ - Cambridge will continue to
City, Cambridge has more ac?*" be-attractive for business. The
chitects than anywhere elsein  City is cloge™ ta'. Boston, ithe
the country. Ondras wanted to  major highwaye. 'and-the air;
he in Cambridge. They knew  port. The Red Lino of the T is
that il they were going to make  the best line:in the syitem.
the move, it had o be now, Harvard and MIT will a'ways

-:.-'.'*..‘,‘:..:,, i A

& other locatisn of-
The company signed a 10-year fars the worker the vaciely of
iease, locking in a good rateal | ameritiesior educationsl and
050 Mass. Ave. Architects | cultural 'oppor.unities in such
were the first group hit by tha |. a charming aad hiatoric gel-
real estals dowaturn and hit |  ting. A Cambridge location of:
hard. Onlras exhidiled confi- |fers businosa valuable assets:
dence in itsell, the econoaty |, visibility and'prestige.”: . " |
and the real estale markst |- Benny L b-is with the -
when they signed oa for 10 ;Eanmercl’di{'diytslon-'of
vears. . LeVaux Rosltors/DeWolfe

' New England, ’C_a_{nbridge:
- .. E.’-';‘..:” ? -. .‘..‘_._"{-.... 9
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March 24, 1994

COUNCILIOR WALSH

WHEREAS: Bonny Lamb has forwarded the attached letter and
article of March 14, 1994 to the City Council; and

WHEREAS: This is a most interesting article from The New
England Real Estate Journal, written by Ms. Lamb,
with the intent to attract business to Cambridge for
which she should be congratulated; and

WHEREAS: The said Letter also contains some excellent
suggestions on how to improve the quality of life in
Cambridge; now therefore be it

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to
review said letter and article and make a response
to Ms. Lamb on her observations and suggestions and
address the City Council by giving said Council a
copy of his response to Ms. Lamb's suggestions.
Further, the City Clerk be and hereby is requested
to write to Ms. Lamb on behalf of the City Councii
and thank her for helping to promote the City of
Cambridge as an alternative place for business to
locate.
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March 14, 1994

Cambridge City Council
795 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138

Dear Councilor:

Attached is an article I wrotc for The New England Real
Estate Journal on request, which I thought you might be in-
terested to read. I wrote it with the intention to attract
businesser to Cambridge. My main concern for writing to you.
however, is to address some City problems.

Rathie Born has called attention to tke problem of snow re-
moval on the sidewalks of Cambridge, particularly the resi-
dential ones. The problem is a serious one, and I have given
it a good deal of thought as I have slipped around the City.
The following is my suggestion.

Along with the tax bill mailed in October, include a direc-
tive regarding cnow removal: Each proparty owner is respon-
gible for the daily removal of snow on the sidewalk in

front of his/her property of a minimum width that two men can
pass each other easily for side street residential (on main
streets, the entire sidewalk). If there is any ice accumu-
lation, the sidewalk should be sanded or scme other means
used to remove the ice. The meter maids will issue tickets
to those not complying. The fines will be $25 for residen-
tial and $50 for commercial and apartment buildings for the
first offense, with increases of for addi-
tional cffenses. Fines left unpaid will be added to the tax
bill, with interest. :

It is particularly aggravating that homeowners on Brattle,
Craigie, Berkeley, etc., some of the most affluent residents
in Cambridge, refuse to hire somecne to remove the snow. The
owners of 23 Berkeley. on the corner of Craigie and Berkeley,
for example, never, never shovel year after year. Pedestri-
ans made cne little foot-worn path in the snow on Craigie
that was difficult to traverse as snow, and trecherous, as
ice. We pedestrians had the dangercus choice of falling on
the path or walking in the busy street, dodging cars.
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Sidewalk snow removal could be a scurce of income for junior
high and high school students--both sexes. The schools could
start a jobs program. Residents would have a source for snow
removal if they preferred not to do it themselves, and the
students not only would make money, but they would get some
exercise and be kept out of mischief. The program could be
construed or arranged as some sort of student community serv-
iced?roject, too, for those homeowners too old or infirm or
needy.

In the hope that the following would improve the quality of
life in Cambridge, I would like to bring attention to a few
other city problems:

1. Bike riding on sidewalks--About a year ago I called City
Hall about this dangerous problem. I was tcld by some
woman that the city was working on it "for the past
year."” One year later the problem still persists, and I
cartainly hope that no tax dollars were directed to this
lengthy, unproductive project. It is enough to be con-
cerned about whizzing bikes while crossing streets, let
alone having to be concerned with being run down on the
sidewalks. It is an especial problem on the sidewalks
between Harvard and Porter Squares, where I live. Some
kind of advertising and signage is needed, and bikes
ridden on the sidewalks necd to be confiscated by the
peolice.

2. With thae warm weather arriving, more street musicians
will be in The Sguare. To combat the noise and aggra-
vation, I suggest that amplifiers be prchibited. By so
doing, the singers can be heard by those who want to
stand and listen to them, but those of us who would
prefer not to be deafened by the cacophany could still
enjoy The Square. Also, nearby residents would enjoy
greater peacs.

3. Some commercial tenants are putting their trash and gar-
bage in front of their buildings for trash collaction
whenever they feel like it. It‘s an eyesore and rodent
attractor. By early Sunday bags and bags of trash are
placed in front of Baskin Robbins in The Square and
Khalsa Chiropractic and Montrose Spa, for instance, be-
tween Harvard and Porter Squares. Montrose Spa, at
1646 Mass. Ave., keeps 2 beaten up garbage cans in
front of their store 24 hours a day, even though the City
supplies an attractive ome 5 feet away. It looks like

hell.
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In addition, Montrose €pa and a leot of the other retail-
ers in the City have front sidewalks and curbsides strewn
with the litter from what they sell. Retailers should
be responsible for keeping the sidewalks and curb areas
litter free.

I would appreciate your considering the above as ways to im-
prove Cambridgs.

urs truls

Boany L
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Office

By Bonny Lamb, LeVaux Realtors/DeWolfe Ne\.v Engl-and :
\ Cambridge location offers business
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and these is little space avail-
able,

The office market has im-
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cies exil in buildings around
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IN CITY COUNCIL
March 28, 1994

COUNCILLOR WALSH

WHEREAS: Bonny Lamb has forwarded the attached letter and article of March 14, 1994 to
the City Council; and

WHEREAS: This is a most interesting article from the New England Real Estate Journal,
written by Ms. Lamb, with the intent to attract business to Cambridge for which
she should be congratulated; and

WHEREAS: The said letter also contains some excellent suggestions on how to improve the
quality of life in Cambridge; now therefore be it

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to review said letter and article
and make a response to Ms. Lamb on her observations and suggestions and
address the City Council by giving said Council a copy of his response to Ms.
Lamb’s suggestions; and be it further

ORDERED: That the City Clerk be and hereby is requested to write to Ms Lamb on behalf of

the City Council and thank her for helping to promote the City of Cambridge as
an alternative place for business to locate.
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Councillor Walsh re: gland

Real Estate Journal article written
by Bonny Lamb.

Ordes, A@TM

In City Council,

March 28, 1994






