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19 February 1992

Honorable City Councillors

City of Cambridge

795 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139

We, the Concerned Neighbors of City Hall, wish to

bring to your attention and seek assistance in revising
certain elements of the proposed plan to renovate City

Hall.

These issues are exacerbated by the scofflaw

approach to traffic management for City Hall employees
which is endemic in our neighborhood, including the
issuance of residential parking permits to employees who
do not live in Cambridge.

1.

The present plan to air condition City Hall
requires that two, partially above grade, air
cooled chillers be located adjacent to the
building. The location preferred by the
Architect would site these in a 20' by 40' pit on
the Bigelow Street side of the building. These
chillers will operate at all hours and produce
constant rated sound readings measuring 65
decibels (and will exceed these levels at
start-up) and will have a deleterious effect on
the residential character of Bigelow Street which
is designated a National Register Historic
District. We have presented alternative locations
to the Architect through presentations at the
Cambridge Historic Commission but feel that our
concerns are not being given due consideration.
The proposed landscape screen is composed of
deciduous plant material, allows only 24" for
root development and will not be sufficient to
ameliorate the effect of the noise and visual
intrusion on our streets. We believe that
priority in determining a location for the
chillers should be given to the residents of
Bigelow and Inman Streets which abut the site and
that the solution to the location will not have a
negative effect on the liveabliity and
consequently the value of the homes which we've
worked so hard to preserve.

In order to renovate the attic to provide 5,700
square feet of additional office space, six
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additional parking spaces will be created by
constructing a retaining wall along the north of
the site and removing the green open space behind
City Hall. While we strongly support better
management of the parking needs of City Hall
employees, we have made proposals to the City
Manager requesting that parking be designated for
city Hall employees at underutilized City owned
lots such as the Green Street garage. Prior to
making a decision to affect the Historic Landscape
which is so integral to the urban design of City
'Hall and the contiguous National Register Historic
District, meaningful consideration should be given
to investigating alternatives for City Hall's
employee parking problem. Further, given the
dearth of public open green space in our
neighborhood, any reduction of the quantity of open
space should be made only as a last resort when no
viable option exists. There truly are options
available in this case.

We strongly support the intent of the City in
embarking on this project which will preserve this
landmark building and render it accessible to persons
with disabilities. But we are extremely concerned by
the effect that the proposal will have on our
neighborhood and feel that in these two areas, the
residents of Bigelow and Inman Streets have been given
short shrift.

We ask your assistance in revising the proposal to
address the hardship which will accrue to our
neighborhood should the plan proceed as currently
proposed. We propose that a committee be formed
including representatives from our neighborhood to
prepare a more appropriate plan for meeting the
programmatic needs of City Hall. If you would be
willing to help, please contact Scott Levitan, 11
Bigelow Street #2, Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139 (H.
547-5625, W. 495-1441) who will assist in developing a
scheme which will not cause hardship for the
residential abutters to City Hall.

Thank you for your assistance with preserving the
character and liveability of our neighborhood.
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PETITION TO CAMBRIDGE CITY COUNCILLORS
REGARDING PROPOSED RENOVATIONS TO CITY HALL
FROM CONCERNED NEIGHBORS OF CITY HALL

REFERENCE: BOARD OF ZONING APPEAL CASE NO. 6417
HEARING DATE: 5 MARCH 1992
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11.

IN CITY COUNCIL

March 2, 1992

COUNCILLOR WOLF
COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

ORDERED:

ORDERED;

The plans for renovations of City Hall are cause for concern for the neighbors,
particularly the concerns of noisy air conditioners and parking; and

The city government, of all entities, should be a good neighbor; now therefore
be it

That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to plan a meeting with the
Bigelow and Inman Street neighbors to discuss issues of concern; and be it further

That the City Council request the City Manager to request the Board of Zoning
Appeal and Historical Commission to postpone its decision making until such a
meeting has taken place.

In City Council March 2, 1992.
Adopted by the affirmative vote of eight members.
Attest:- Joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.

A true copy; g—vdj—é AN~ ~
ATTEST:-

Joseph E. Connarton
City Clerk
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IN CITY COUNCIL

February 24, 1992

r. uoudfy

WHEREAS: The plans for renovations of City Hall are cause for concern for the neighbors,
particularly the concerns of noisy air conditioners and parking; and

WHEREAS: The city government, of all entities, should be a good neighbor; now therefore
be it

ORDERED; That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to plan a meeting with the
Bigelow and Inman Street neighbors to discuss issues of concern. —QM
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IN CITY COUNCIL
March 2, 1992

COUNCILLOR WOLF

WHEREAS:
WHEREAS:
ORDERED:

ORDERED;

The plans for renovations of City Hall are cause for concern for the neighbors,
particularly the concerns of noisy air conditioners and parking; and

The city government, of all entities, should be a good neighbor; now therefore
be it

That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to plan a meeting with the
Bigelow and Inman Street neighbors to discuss issues of concern; and be it further

That the City Council request the City Manager to request the Board of Zoning
Appeal and Historical Commission to postpone its decision making until such a
meeting has taken place.



§/ 0\\ Non-Consent Order # 11
Councillor Wolfre: renovations at City
Hall be postponed until a meeting is

held t6 discuss issues of concern for
the neighborhood-: .

In City Council,
March 2, 1992
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