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R-17.

IN CITY COUNCIL

April 3, 2000

COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN
COUNCILLOR BORN
COUNCILLOR BRAUDE
COUNCILLOR DAVIS
COUNCILLOR DECKER
MAYOR GALLUCCIO
VICE MAYOR MAHER
COUNCILLOR REEVES
COUNCILLOR TOOMEY

WHEREAS: It has come to the attention of this City Council that Cambridge resident Bill Kovach is
the recipient of the Goldsmith Career Award for Excellence in Journalism; and

WHEREAS:  Mr. Kovach’s philosophy is to be the voice of the voiceless; and

WHEREAS:  Mr. Kovach covered topics such as freedom of information laws, civil rights struggles
and politics and worked as a New York Times reporter, editor and bureau chief; now
therefore be it

RESOLVED: That the City Council go on record extending its congratulations to Bill Kovach on
receiving the Goldsmith Career Award for Excellence in Journalism; and be it further

RESOLVED: That the City Clerk be and hereby is requested to forward a suitably engrossed copy of
this resolution to Bill Kovach on behalf of the entire City Council.

In City Council April 3, 2000.
Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

A true copy;

ATTEST- X 77)0/‘70"” mmﬁ

D. Margaret Drury
City Clerk
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Bill Kovach has a stronfr
clalm to that title.

lence in Joumahsm

gospel Joutnalism’s highest pur-
pose is to glve “the v01celess
ocwty a voice.. -

Press-Chromcle refused.to let lum

" The Tennessean, Kovach covered
i the civil-rights struggle and politics,
i. and ‘sparked groundbreaking free-
. dom-of-information laws. Then
came 20 years at the New York
Tunes as a hard-charging reporter,
*deputy national editor and Washing-
ton burean cluef -and as a serious

. contender for thé eduor sjob.
" In 1986, ‘he began 23, tempestu--

“ous mionths of TEviving the Aflanta
Joumal-Constxtutlon, whlch he led

10 two, Puhtzer Pnzes but . whose

owners (Cox Newspapers) were

voffended by-what one executive

Q-

~ called his “take no prisoners” philos-
- ophy of reporting. .
In the footsteps cf ‘his childhood

idol, crusading editor and civil-

rights advocate Ralph McGill,
-Kovach got management to increase
the news budget 38 percent In what
some ‘veterans cons1dered a news-
“room parge; more than 50 of about

400 NEWSroom employees left the )

Recently. the'67- year—old Cam; -
bndge resident- recelved Harvard’s oy
' ‘Goldsmmith Career Award for Exce1-~ ;

- Previous winriers have lncluded' '
Bob Woodward Mike 3 Wallace and
Les]ey Stahl Invacceptmg the presti-. - :
gious award, he ‘preached his-usual fleam somethmg new every second.
It’s the greatest edication in the.

world We took 1t as our responsxbxl—‘ :

“The son of ; an ﬂhterate Albaman :
<O anhas bcen cha]}engmg hi§ pro- . Jing.
- fession eversince héquit his first job < go;

, because the Tohnson City- (Tenn.). :

cover civil rights. During six years at

'part of the elite somally ‘and eco-

nomically of the country. That gap

“between thém and the mass of citi- &
. Zen$ who Tely on them and depend il

 one else has access {o. I'can get info :

4 places no one else can,  but why do 1
‘get in there? So T'can tell the rest of
the people what they can’t see. How -

do I.decide what they need to know
unless ] know them, mix with them,
understand their needs and their

daily life? If T make that decision J

based on what my elite friends tell

me, then I’'m going to be telling
“them”. what “‘we” want “them” to -

know. -,

read newspapers? .. -
A. T've always been frustrated

with [the belief that] Teaders aban-

doned newspapers. If you lock from

the 197Qs, the decline in circulation

among newspapers,.you’ll find that
newspapers abandoned their readers
and not-vice versa. The Atlanta
newspapers.-cut off -all of southern
Georgia because if was too-costly to
drive them down-there to deliver

 them; Chicago cut off southern Illi- -

nois. The P}uladelplua Inquiirer cut
‘off western Peii sylvema. Newspa-

RECEIVED FROM:61734940828

= Q. Can you count on. “them” to
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t on to some
at s what s hap

that chasm began to open betwee!
_ my behef in 3oumahsm and th:

ey wanted a. greater -love interest
‘ had a great life

to the women i
those were,,th
: problcms .
Q. Will the lmever getmadg?
A. 1t's'possible, T think, b
“don’t think it’s going anywhere.
don t completely understand Holly

; unue to head the Commjttee of Con
* cerned Journalists, and I’ll be doin;
most of the work ‘on developing. th

f
f
]
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our business celebrates the prrck
ples of journalism and makes thosg
principles acutely well-known to the
public, so the public.recognizes the
difference between Joumalism and
other: forms ‘of communication —
and help | them understand why it’s
important to come to ts when’ they
need to know something. .

Q:As one of the founders:of the

s, you've been holding confer-
ces and making these points for

Wust preaching fo the converted?

k. A..I'm an optimist. That's the
I’n}cﬁ( ‘out, and you can't keep
g to do things if you'se not an

Lly, we $ent out a letter to ovet

£000 paoplew:lh a copy of the prin- .

orums' with journalists all over

rmciples are and as a reaction
, I get é:mails almost every
m young journalists who are
g, “What can I do to help?
't'sée the principles being fol-
so-closely fn my news organi-
How-can I help spread Lhe

i They're volunteering to wiité
Pieces, I'm most encouraged
ing journalists.

Sort of a from-the-bottom-4p

03-27-60

13:16

> . 1y, yellow journalism was consid:

erism and fo become, pa.rt of the rul.
" ing oligarchy in 2 community, whic
I think is dangerous.’v‘-’rhc extent t
V'Wthh civic journalisy becomes’
excuse tomle a cxty, wh'ch som
. " news organizations do, is.a dang

ommittee of Concerned Journal-.

commumty what was on its collec

vs. Has the commirtee’s efforts * thi
Riave had any real effect, or are you

umxst The most encouraging
is from a lot of young - 15
t we hear from. Just © . -

ountry. We've arficilated what
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ambrldge resldmt ‘alll Kovach was recently glvsn Harvard Unlverlsty s Goldsmlth Career Award for Exeenence ln
ouma m. The 67 yeal-old will be stepplng down as curator of the Nieman Foundatlon for. Jnumallsm at Harvard.:

movemenr’ :
A. That’s the way

works, always.
Q. How do. you'r

the bottom line? -}
A. Atthe beginning of the centu- -

ered to be the only sway that you
could reach a mass audience and |

make money. Hearst and Pulitzér < i

were fighting.it out:“Adolph Ochs ..

- .. and E.W. Seripps said, “No. I'm".. fi

going to market a nzwspaper based :
did.

ot 'away fmm—]suppo, ed it]. Thave -
become concerned over time with-:
the way SOme nows: “organizations

use civic Joumahsm t0 justify boost- -

ous trend. But the ongmal
16 find ot and fo'report back to, the

tive mmd I thmk it’s an lmpcmm

“Sort of self-refetenti

.-‘mgnvprogram an abxhty t6 help - -y real

@004

" and it became a big case. W

the state on under the First anc
" there. But it's even WOIse- when the  amendments. The judge de

editors, let them writ qut Jt: that . under the freedom of the
titiide” of «clause of the First Amendm
- blase, cynical, frustrated ]oumallsrs was the first time a federal cou
covermg this ““oh-so-tiresome™ cam- done that, and it became a fo
paigti ... [The reporter’s] job is 10 . 5 First Amendment history an
£/25 2 CONSUMer, 4 2 VOter, 10 " the beginning of what are
.understand their campaign, not 10 called the Sunshine Laws.
undcrstand their pSyCh010glu&3 sia: Q. And ar the New York Tin
: - A, Covering the anti-[Vie
“ihe Nlemaﬂ Fowzda- war moverient when I head
{'”P(’ﬂmf 10}0“"141"“5 2, . New Enaland regional bureau
A.'We increasingly live in a virtu- May Day demonstrations do
_al world: we all know the world as Washington ... the Berrigans
it bmught to us by the rpcdm, and * yar priests)broke into FBI fil
Stropg piess comps. - turned a bitnch of the docus
in‘the form’ of the Nie- _over to me.'to ‘write about. I
'with a gréat stor
ape,; and mom tor tha[ whén ('I'm repoxtcr) Neil Sh
prment. (With] the'authority f * came up hée in the middle «
- Harvard and the proven journalistic " ight and called and needed he
{infegrity of the program,"there’s 8 jng to copy the Pemtagon Pay
‘real-opportunity for'the'Nieman . srranged t6'get thosé copied. I
Foundauon to become :gven more  the p]ageand pa:d the § fy, and

- vital for joumalists all around.the - the FBY started investigating,

W ';ld whoare toncerned about was the only-iame they had be
tandards and practices. . ,.-.-: < I'd written the checks.
Q. For the past eight years, ever - Q. Any bzg regret?.
nce your . fonner TWS colleague - ' A, Atlania. There was just
of. £ Sleepless™. pletely no trust between [m
 management]. [ was going tc
“beeri talk 5 leave [out] I wish I hid bee
m,StAlove.the ... engiagh to figuiz ot a way b
“old,  about your life. Everybody. leave, to disengage easier; on
om Al Pacmo i Hdm&on Ford .-of the editors.and !eporw)s wi
" come théreto-work for me.
. were a lot of peop]e there. W
" left, T lefiithem, nd I'D alwa

‘bad about that. I urged them ¢
because I'still believe that th
""" quality of the news resides
: . staff. Editors can shape and e

age things, but the soul of j i
~ isi lie$ in &4ch individual repx

= Q. With all the problems :

crred zf you knew then whe

10 idenitify them after two years «

Q. Arry thoughts on presndenhal
 campaign coverage? )
: A.I'm really concerned abot the -
-extent (o which it’s become accept-

able practice to fill hard news stories
with a reporter’s “attitnde.” It’s’kind

- of frustrating- to me to read a New
‘York Times article {whose]. second :
* paragiaph'says, “Thére wis an aidi- -
- ble groan, from the reporters.” At's
bad enough that reporters groan )

audibly when they’re covering-a
political event. It’s not there for their
entertainment. It’s their job to be

RECEIVED FROM:6173494028

. know now would you have .
entered the profession? ..
A. T have absolutely no 1
Kovachs What: the status of ﬂmt about coming into this bu:
“project? - ‘rather than marine biology, w
A.Itsbeenakind of 2 ﬁvsmmg was-headed. I would do it aga
.roller coaster. Robert Redford was heartbeat ... The job of the jou
-first intesested, and I met with him - apd the retationship of a journ
‘two or three times, and I really society isthe nearest zhmg 1h
'~cnjoyed it because ‘what we' talked Carligion. .
bout was journalism. He wentonto . Q. And your advice 1o so.
ther ihings; he lost iriferas when he .. _]MS'I starting out?
.couldn’t.get the kind of script be' 1A *Understand what the |
“wanted. Paul Newrnan was interest- " ples are that separate jourt
*ed briefly, and theéii'they conldn’t get  frGm other forms of commun

.the script they wanted. Then Dustin . izand fight like hell to maintair
Hoffman became’ rcally mtcmsted prmcnples

'
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He riled Atlantans outside the  their distance in order to.maintain a
newsroom as well, with stories  Jeve] of profit that has consistently. Cambrldge resldent BiN K¢
about banks restricting:loans in  peen higher than ‘other industries in _Joumalism. The 67-year-ol
black neighborhoods and aboiit  the pired Statés, they abandoned -
. Grand Jury investigation of local Ieaders ,agamsl a lawyer. .
icon Coca Cola, an Atlanta bastion, : Q- Can we get ther back?, - " Q. You're concemned
©+ After repeated fights with man- 4. -Oncé you breaki the habit of nologzcal changes in.
Why?

Egcmmt Kovach's stormyresigna: readmg the ncwspape and'lt is
1on as editor triggered qtaﬁ marches ran

. and Hollywood interest. Eventually
):l led him to Harvard, first as a Nie- -
t’nan fellow and, since}1989,-z§s cura

A:The values of a v
unications systemand :
ications system begi
iewhat. You'see it ha
the time now. News or;
that have both visual an
" sions ‘méan o thein. “They're. 2ding - lets are puttmg them toge
|- to'come looking for a source of that - “'1_"- That's the trend of t
use e ' _information. And newspapers,or ' Q. W}za: 5 the challe
OUS COVETage, - some version of newspapers canfill, newera?- »
neeried . A; How you mamrax

f
i
{

¢
i
|
|

“I have absolutely no :

regrets abou COmMNg i nyone 4 s
J | ) rcp_qxt;r tdoesnorniax
 Teave Harvard Tor his suburban h : ha 2 journalist. Whit we have
Washmgton home-Z< by . m‘ ert “ marme ot m,akasuxe that the way v

b[ology, whem ]was .- oyr business celebrates |

Y

tecem conversitions; to'halt Hiis pur: ’ v!,'ples of journalism and m
gent criticism of today’s jourmalism. headed l womd do 't o - principles acutely well-kn
v Our falks started on asnowy - agam ina heartbeat, . pubhc, 50 the public recc
Cambndge ‘morning, Flanked by - difference between jourr
Américan Socxc}y,of Nchpaper > .other, formis of commun
detoxs :epons, -the. Random House ~-*and help xhem vnderstan
unabridged en%yc]apedia and 1he? ‘i void. Thm’n a.lways be inesd - important 1o come to tis

- Bible, Kovach sat between a com- for quality information on which - ~need to know something,

pu%er “Whoie scfeen saver scrolls the: ‘you can makedecisions; The trick js ™ ' Q- As one of the foun
mendment;and _Co'mlmt_tee of . Concernec

‘years. Has the committe
; of have had any real effect, .
best pracnces" Jor Covering people  Just P"”“Ch‘"g to the conve
- caught up in highly newsworthy A..T'm an optimist. 1
publzc events. Wouldn't such stan-' way I'm cut out, and you.
X trying ‘to do things if you
- -'optimist.” The most enc
hing'I see is from a lot
"'joumahsm that we hear |
z ] * ‘recently, we' sent out a lett
an Itier job, at-the briefiis 3,000 people with'a copy o
Johnson Cny:l?ress ‘Chroricle. A - Jibel suit or in any other kmd of 3" ciples of journalism as w
case. I think that's a risk you always able to identify them after
. Tun with standards. But I thin the - Of forums with journalist
" other side of the question is: if you - he country: We've articul
my life’s work. 1 jUS( fell in Tove want to develop the kind of refation- . “those principles are and as
with the work, covering breaking ; ship that 1 think is absolutely neces- 10 that, I get e-mails alm
stofies and genetal assignment’ sary for the survival of mdependcnt day from young journalist
wmk By thé énd of the st month, “aggressive journalism, I think 'you  Saying. “What can I do 1
+'HAVE; to ‘be open‘and honest with don’t see the principles t
ha . lowed so closely in my nev
zation. How can I help s
" Word here?”
ght F -Q. Whatcan!heyab’
" yeah, it could be tisky, but anyihing -, -A- They're volunteerin;
worthwhile in this life is risky. And - op-ed pieces. I'm most en
it the Severtfigure Vulue of their " your standards could just-as-well by young joumnalists.

* stock options as'a result of Time serve as a blueprint for your defense, Q- Sort of a from-the-k

i
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Press-Chronicle refused to let him
cover civil rights. During six years at
The Tennessean, Kovach covered '
the cnvﬂ-nghm strugglé and politics, .
and ‘sparked groundbreaking free-
dom-of-information laws. Then
. came 20 years at the New York
. Times, a8 & hard-chargmg Teporter,
: ’deputy nauonal editor and Washmg-
1 ureau chlef, and as a sérious
tender for the ad:wr sjob.

I986 ‘he began 23 tempestu-

ceme A e a—y Ao

leave Harvard for his suburban -~

' Washmgwn Bome —- but hardly. to -
retire. And hardly‘ it seems from

fecent convessations; tohalt hig pun-

gent criticism of today’s journalism.

: Our talks started on a snowy _

~‘Cembridge morning: Flanked b
‘American Society of Newspaper
: detoxs feports:the. Random, House

Bﬂ)le Kovach sat between 2 com-

pirterwhose'screen saver'scrclls'the *-
First Arnendment and the pnrtable
: typewnter héUsés for'personal cor-
msPondence. “Trim'in corduroys and
sweater, Hie leaned back and chatted *
about the media, mistakes and the
mystencs of the movies,
Q. How did you break into jour-

- mewspapers abandoned their: readers
. “and not vice versa-The Atlarita’

" pers all over the Gountry abandciied
, rmden As newspapers’ moved i

r
" “[ have absolutely no

CAMB_PUB_LIBRARY
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places no one else can, but why do {
. get in there? So I can tell the rest of
the people what they can’t see. How
do I decide what they need o0 know -

unless I know them, mix with them, - 8

understand their needs and their
daily life? If T make that decision
based on what my elite friends tell
me, then I'm going to be telling -
“them” what “we” want “them” to
know. | f

- Q. Can you count on rhem
nead newspapers? ’

. A. I've always been frustrated
with [the belief that).readers aban- :
- doned.newspapers. If you'look from *
the 1970’, the detline in circulation
among newspapess; you’l find that

.newspapers cut off all of southern

j come looking for a source of thal
formation.-And newspapers, 0T
“some version of newspapers can ﬁ]l

regrets about commg

! into thiis: busmess
rather than marine
blology, where | was
headed Iwould doit

agam in a heartbeat.”

."

that vond Therc Il always‘oc 2 need
. for quality informiation on which
"y can miake decisions. The trick is
1o make sure: they recogmize-you as
the one provndmg that, and once
they-do that ; then you make it avall—
. ablc to them. -

Q. You've advocated a set of
“best practices” for covering people
caught up in highly newsworthy

© reporter, but does ot ke an

iés level of profit that has: consistently- WM"@ reskden BIKKovat

- been higher thai'other industriés in.. Joumaflgm: The 3

Y

ifig in a0 environment that - .
S mughtamnewed interes

ap
makes anyone

“journialist. Wha: we | have to do is 0
make sure that the way we conduct

ouf-business celebrates the pnnc:—‘ i

‘ples of joumalism and roakes' thosg
principles acutely well-known 10 the
_public, so the public recognizes the
difference Betwéen journalism and
other-forms. of communication — -
/ and he]p thern undezstand why it’s
important to come to us when they
need to know something. s

.= Qu As ane of the founders of the
Cammmee of Concerned Journal-.
ists, you've been holding confer-
ences and making these points for
years. Has the committee’s efforts
have had any real effect, or are you
Jjust preaching to the converted?

A. ’'m an cptimist. That's the

wav P'm cut out. and \ou can’t keep

RECEIVED FROM:6173494028

Ty,
eréd fo'be the only wa)
could reach a mass and
make money. Hearst an
were fighting it out. Ads

‘and E.W. .Scripps said,
-going to market a newsp:

‘on quality,” and they did.
Can the so-called -
| moverent improv

out mto the streets and tall
people — someth1ng wt
~away from — I supported
i become concerned over
‘the way some news org
use civic journalism 10 ju:
érism and to becore part
ing oligarchy in a commu
1 think is dangerous. Th
‘which civic Joumahsm b

"excuse 1o rule a city, w

news organizations do, it
.ous frend. But the origin

..o find oit and to report '

community what was on
‘tive mind, I think it’s ar
thing.” -

] have becom
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the people what. they can’t see. How

do I decide what they need to know
unless 1 knov. them, mix with them,

understand their needs and their

6173494028

daily life? If I make that decision |

based on what my elite friends tell
me, then I'm ‘going to be telling *

“thenr” what “we” . want “them” to
know.

read newspapers? -

A. T've always been frus!rated '

with {the belef that] readers aban-

doned newspupers. If you look from -,

the 1970%, the decline in circulation.
among newsgapers, you'll find that
newspapers ahandoned their. rmdgrs
and not vice versa.:The: Atlanta:
newspapers cut:off all of Soutliecn’

Georgia because n was oustly 0
drive thcm d

pers all over'the ccunu'y abandoned
readers. As newcpapexs oved thei

demographics up and'ag 'they shmnk -
their distance in order to mmmam a-
level of profit that has consistehtly

been higher than pther industries'in
the United State
readers. .

ches - g

wally

Nie- g
ura- . pre

+ for

1. he
with
rsue
.age,
‘rned
cner
+ill’s
criti-

will
an
¥ to
com
un-
s
wy
1 by
~aper
Jse
{ the
om-
< the
wanle
¢or-
-and
tited
! the

sions mean to them.' They're going
to come looking for a source of that

. mformanon And newspapers or

some version anewspapers can fill

V “] have absolutely no

regrets abo;rt_commg . .‘

.into this. busmess iE
rather tlhan manne
biology, where Iwas
headed. | woild do it

again in o heartheat.”

“that void. ’]’here 1 alwaysbe a need

for guality’ information on which

vou can make decisions. The trickis

to make sure they Tecognize. you as.
the one providing that, and once
tiey-do that, then you make it ava:L
ableto them.
Q. You've advocated a set of
“best practices” for covering people
caught up in kighly newsworthy
public events. Wouldn't such stan-
dards be a blucprint for plaintiffs

03-27-00

. Q. Can yvu ‘count orz "them" to"

3. NeWSpa ;

:hey abandoucd

world reaily *
" work$ today sud what these deci-

Cambridge resident Bi

lets aré puttinig thern together in bne
unit That’s:the trend of the firture.

Q. What's ‘the challenge in’ thn '
" newerd? if .
_A-How your. rnam i vthc stan-

makes dnyone & pu lishcr, anyonea_
", reparter; bint de ¥
- journialist What wé have to dois to

0t itake anyone a

make sure that the way we conduct
our business celebrates the princi-
ples of journalism and makes those
principles acutely well-known to the

__public, so the public recognizes the

differenice betwsen journalism and
other forms of communication —

- and help therh understand why it's

important to come to us when they
need 10 know something,

Q. As one of the founders of the
C ommittee of Concerned Journa-
ists, you've been holding confer-
ences and making these points for
years. Has the committee’s efforts
have had any recl effect, or are you
Just preaching to the converted?

A.'man optimist. That’s the
way I'm cut out, and you can't keep
trying to do things if you're not an

13:26

ach was recently glven Harvard Univeristy
Joumallsm, The €7-year-old will be stepplng down as cumnr of the Ni

T, yel ]ow Jjournal

- 3 cws ‘Organizations
thar have both visualand print out-

v ipers’ quality? -
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- movemem7 .'1 e

© A.At the beginning of the centu~

ay: ‘that you
could reach a mass audience and

make money. Hearst and Pulitzer
were fighting it out.‘Adolph Ochs -
--and E.W. Scripps saJd “No.. I'm
going to market a newspaper based -

on quality,” and they:did.
Q. Can the so-called civic jour-
‘nalism movement m1prove newspa

..A.: When civ
broughr arenewed interest in getting
out into the streets and talking ta live

. people — something we'd moved

away from — 1 supported [it]. I have

“become concerned over time with
-the way Some news organizations

use civic journalism to justify boost-
erism and to become’ “part of thé -

.ing ohnarchy 10 a'community, which
1 thlnk is dangcrous The extent to .

which civic joumalism’ becomes an

‘excuse to mle a city, which some.,
news organizations do, 1572, dange .
.ous trend, But the original ¢ concept:
to find out and to'report back to the

community what was on its collec-

tive mind, I think u s an imporrant
thmg

PFHOTO GFWGRVM!DHP\ RSTY,

's Goldsmith Caréer Award for Excelierice in
eman Fwndatlon forJoumaIlsm at Harvard B

. blase, cynical, frustrated journalists -
“covemgdus“oh-so—txresome cam-’ '

prheasaconsume.r asgyoter.t

<understand their campaign; not to”
nde:stmad thelr psychologrcal si tua-,

tion; .
Q: Why is. 1he Nzeman Fouuda-

tlon important to journalists?

A.We increasingly live in a vxmi—

-al 'world: we all know'the world as .

it’s brought 10 us by the media; and

-~ hopefully by a'strong press corps.
- Harvard has‘in the form ‘of the Nie-
Joumalnsm -

man program an ability to- -help

.advise,, :shape- and- rhoaitor that °
“developmet. [With] the authority of
“Harvard and the proven joumalistic
“integrity of the program, there's a

Teal opportunity- for the Niensan
‘Foundation te become evér mare

-vital for journalists all aronnd. the
.world who are concerned about
" standards and practices.

" Q. For the past eight year:s' ever

“since.your former Times colleague - -
. Linda Obst {produéer-if- “Sleepless.

ttle ") brought it to Wanig

about making a film, “Above 1he

“Fold,” about your life. Everybody
from Al Pacino to Harrison Ford

has been mentioned’ as screen

“I have become concerned over time with the way

fAma nawe neganizatiane wea fivie inemalicon #n

RECEIVED FROM:6173494028

007

w U\,Aum) u.uullb WL w

’s

Woilig)

( :1! the ﬁlm ever get madg
AXt's possible, I think, b
domt: thmk it's going anywher
-don’t comp]etely understand Ho!
't think asybody de
Bt I've fad. énough €xposure

Q: Whatsnexlfor)o.:/
A ’I’om Rasenstiet and Twill ¢

'Nashvxlle Te
had to k:ave 1l

"and it became a b1g case. We toc

the state on under the First and 14

'amendments _The judge decide

in FustAnicndment history and wz

he - 'begmumg of what are no
called the Sunshine Laws.

oo, Q. And qtthe New York Times?

"A. Covering the anti-[Vietnam
war movement when I headed lh
New England regional bureau ..
May Day demonstrations down il
Washington ... the Berigans [anti
war priests] broke into FBI files an

- turned a bonch of the document

OVEr to me:to write abont, { gues
my real bmsh with a great story wa
when ('Iimes reporter) Neil Sheeha
came up hére in the middle of th
‘night and called and needed help try
ing to copy ‘the Pentagon Papers

arranged t9'get those Copied. I sat. 1
the place'and paid the guy, and wiie;

* the FBI Started. investigating, min

was the only ‘name they had becaus
T'd written the checks. )
Q. Ay’ big regret? ’
A. Atlanta. There was just com

. pletely nio trust between [me an

; . management]. ¥ was going to hav
“Bros.s aﬂenhon there’s been alk

to Jeave [but] I wish I had been coc
enough o figure out a way how’ i
leave, to'disengage easier, on befial
of the editors and reporters who hai

- come therc to work for me. Ther.

were a lot of people there. \Nhen
left, I lefi-them, and I'li atways tec
bad abowt that. I urged them to sm\

because I stif] bche»e that the ru

anality of the srwc racidas in (s
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IN CITY COUNCIL

April 3, 2000
COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN

WHEREAS: It has come to the attention of this City Council that Cambridge resident Bill Kovach is
the recipient of the Goldsmith Career Award for Excellence in Journalism; and

WHEREAS:  Mr. Kovach’s philosophy is to be the voice of the voiceless; and

WHEREAS:  Mr. Kovach covered topics such as freedom of information laws, civil rights struggles
and politics and worked as a New York Times reporter, editor and bureau chief; now
therefore be it

RESOLVED: That the City Council go on record extending its congratulations to Bill Kovach on
receiving the Goldsmith Career Award for Excellence in Journalism; and be it further

RESOLVED: That the City Clerk be and hereby is requested to forward a suitably engrossed copy of
this resolution to Bill Kovach on behalf of the entire City Council.
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Resolution #17

Congratulations to Bill Kovach
on receiving the Goldsmith
Career Award for Excellence in
Journalism.

Councillor Sullivan

In City Council April 3, 2000

'DBMR ADOPTED





