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Tity of Camhbridge

/-
IN CITY COUNCIL

Councillor William H. Walsh | March 20, 1989

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

ORDERED:

- ORDERED;

The lead headline of the March 16, 1%82 Cambridge
Chronicle, " Get out your wallets; city taxes are
going up ", followed by the observation from the
Assistant City Manager for Fiscal Affairs James
Maloney that ™ It could (require)} a substantial
tax increase Jjust ‘to maintain the current level
of city services " give Cambridge homeowners good

- reason to be concerned about the possibility of -

paying substantially higher property tax Bills in
the upcoming fiscal year; and

Relative to the city budget, Cambridge homeowners,
indeed all Cambridge residents, have a right to
know not only how much' is being spent but how well
it is being spent, a right to a knowledge of what
is in the budget and not just be the recipients of
a notification to pay the bills. It is time that
the budget be viewed 'as not merely a Book to be
read from a distance, but as an open process to be
viewed and assessed at close range By the people

of Cambridge; now therefore be it

That the City Manager direct the city's Qffice of
Cable Television to previde live coverage of the
upcoming budget hearings for every city department,
and insure the presence of maximal publicity bBoth
through Cable TV as well as in the Cambridge
Chronicle and The Cambridge TAB to the fact that
this new opportunity for fiscal acecountability to
Cambridge residents is being initiated momentarily;
and be it further

That the City Manager report back to this Council
on March 27, 1989 with confirmation that the fore-
going has been accomplished.
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The lead headline of the March 16, 1989 Cambridge Chronicle,
" Get out your wallets; city taxes are going up ", followed
by the observation from the Assistant City Manager for Fiscal
Affairs James Maloney that " It could (require) a substantial
tax increase just to maintain the current level of city
services " give Cambridge homeowners good reason to be
concerned about the possibility of paying substantially
higher property tax bills in the upcoming fiscal year; and

Relative to the city budget, Cambridge homeowners, indeed all
Cambridge residents, have a right to know not only how much
is being spent but how well it is being spent, a right to a
knowledge of what is in the budget and not just be the
recipients of a notification to pay the bills. It is time
that the budget be viewed as not merely a book to be read
from a distance, but as an open process to be viewed and

assessed at close range by the people of Cambridge; now
therefore be it

That the City Manager direct the city's Office of Cable
Television to provide live coverage of the upcoming budget
hearings for every city department, and insure the presence
of maximal publicity both through Cable TV as well as in the
Cambridge Chronicle and The Cambridge TAB to the fact that
this new opportunity for fiscal accountability to Cambridge
residents is being initiated momentarily; and be it further

That the City Manager report back to this Council on March
27, 1989 with confirmation that the foregoing has been
accamplished.

In City Council March 20, 1989.
Adopted by the affirmative vote.of 9 members: .
Attest:- Joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.
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C. Walsh order re: that the City Manager
direct the Cable T.V. Office to provide live
coverage of the upcoming budget hearings for
every city dept. & to insure the presence

of maximal publicity.
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