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IN CITY COUNCIL
December 13, 1999

COUNCILLOR TOOMEY

COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN

COUNCILLOR BORN

COUNCILLOR DAVIS

MAYOR DUEHAY

VICE MAYOR GALLUCCIO

COUNCILLOR REEVES

COUNCILLOR RUSSELL

COUNCILLOR TRIANTAFILLOU

WHEREAS: This day the City Council honors Adrienne Miller who is retiring from her 45-year career as dance teacher
after having taught scores of Cambridge children to dance; and

WHEREAS: Adrienne was born and raised in Cambridge; she knew that she wanted to be a dance teacher at the age of
four when she started dancing lessons; and

WHEREAS: Adrienne began her career at the age of 16 when she opened a small dance studio on the corner of Pearl
Street and Putnam Avenue; and

WHEREAS: Soon after Adrienne opened her Pearl Street studio, she had twenty students whose names she can still
remember; and

WHEREAS: Adrienne’s husband passed away when her only child Patrice was eight years old; through Adrienne’s
successful business she was able to provide for her daughter and herself; and

WHEREAS: Throughout her career, Adrienne has taught more than 15,000 students the art of tap, jazz, ballet, ballroom
dance and more; and » '

WHEREAS: Adrienne has enriched the lives of generations of Cambridge children; now therefore be it

RESOLVED: That this City Council hereby dedicates the corner of Pearl Street and Putnam Avenue as Adrienne Miller
Corner; and be it further

RESOLVED: That the City Clerk be and hereby is requested to prepare a suitably engrossed copy of this resolution for

presentation to Adrienne Miller at the dedication ceremony on Sunday, June 4, 2000 on behalf of the entire
City Council.

In City Council December 13, 1999.
Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk. '

A true copy;

ATTEST:- @ ))q a 4

D. Margaret Drury o
City Clerk
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ﬁnstmet@r Adrienne )
away from footlights 5

~ BY KAREN LACAIRE BOUVIER
. CORRESPONDENT

A ot of Adrienpe Miller
Darveris's  former students
describe her not only as a patient
and talented dance instructor but
dlsoasa second mother. And since
the retiring dance teacher has
faught more thap 15,000 students
the art of tap, jazz, ballet, ball-
room dance and more, one could
say Miller has a. pretty large
extended family,
~ Miller, a 30-year Arlington resj.

fent, hung up her dancing shoes )

ARLINGTON ADYOCATE

by By R

for the last time after a farewe]
celebration |ast Saturday at the
Sons Of Italy on Prentice Street.
The party, "hosted by Miller’s
daughter Patrice, drew a throng of
people wishing to pay tribute to
the veteran, revered dance
instructor,

Many wil] remember Miller
and her students’ annual recitals,
oftentimes sold oyt performances
atJohn Hancock in Boston. Miller,
62, began her 45-year teaching

-~ career at age 16 when she opened

a small dance stud;}o in her native
Cambridge on the'corner of Pear]

)
I
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lller steps
fter 45 years

Street. She paid just $40 dollars
Per month to rent the space and
soon had 20 loyal students whose
names she says she cap still
femember. Later, op Warren Street
in Arlington, ste recalls having as
many as 300 students at one time,

from Greece, wasn't going to
have his daughter dancing.”

Still, Miller’s mother, also of
Greek descent, had always want-
ed to take dance lessons as a child
8rowing up in Lowel]. But in a
family of 21 children, there sim.
ply wasn’t enough money for
dance lessons so Miller’s mother
decided to Jjye vicariously
through her daughter, despite
Miller’s father’s aversiop,. o

“Mom was my inspiration,”
Miller said of her mother, who

dancing to others from the first
time I put dancing shoes op
myself,” Miller said. “And I never
changed my ming_”

So, ‘unlike most of us, Miller
knew what she was going to do
for a living at the age of four,
That's when her mother put her
in dance schoo].

“My mother snuck me to
dance lessons,”  Miller remi-
nisces. “My stern father, who was

and paying died in 1990,
much  higher "$hked even
rent, of course,” pic e my
she added with — ‘ kppeg J wanted to music out u(;lyl
a laugh. . e very end.

She wughe  teach dancingty Miller  says.
children 5 others from the first g:sfsfea;ggavy”llg |
young as 2. . .
years-old, and fime I put danang - 1974, became:
even | Itaughlt shoes on myself. ggreoégfp?}r]:
one little gir A "

; nd I never ears.

;mth Downs . , y "Once  he

yndrome  to changed my mind, came’ 5y 1
dance well , m
énough to be in ADRIENNE MILLER recital,” Miller
recitals, }rlecalled, ”amz

“I knew [ . € was  out
wanted to teach R there in the

audience pointing at me on the
Stage and telling everyone, ‘that’s
my girll’” -

Miller says her husbang,
Spiros, was also an avid support-
€T, until he djed suddenly of a
brain aneurysm on the couple’s
10th wedding anniversary, ,

“That was the toughest time to
keep going,” Miller said. “But I'
knew I had my daughter to rajse
and I wasn't goiNg to let her

|
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Patrice, 31, 1S Miller's only

child, and she was just eight when

her father passed away.
“My daughter became an inspi-

‘ration much like my mother had

been,” Miller said. “We had to do

| it together.”
" Miller says she had always
“taught more for the reward of

sharing her passion than for a pay-
check, and so although she con-

| tinued to teach full time, she also
- opened Patrice’s Children’s Shop,

an outlet for kid’s clothing and

§ toys.on Mass Avenue, which

. helped her pay the bills. She ran
- the store for 20 years, closing it
- just eight years ago, only after
‘Patrice was grown.

Miller says her daughter never

teally took a serious interest in

dancing.

“But,” adds Miller, “Even
though Patrice was adopted and
we can't say it’s in the genes, My
granddaughter, Larissa, has a lot
of thythm already.”

Larissa, the first child for
patrice and her husband, recently
turned one.

“] think she might be a dancet '

because perhaps her grandmother
might have liked to dance,” Miller
said, not of herself but of Larissa’s
grandmother - and

. Patrice’s biological mother, whom
_ the family recently met for the

first time. | .
“When Patrice was pregnant
with Larissa, she wanted to know

* her medical history,” Miller said.

“We've all gotten much more
than that out of knowing her orig-

~ inal mom.”

ew: left, iviier in edrier uaydy 1y e i = =TT

Miller says Patrice’s biological -
mother presented her with flow- ;
ers at their first 1998 meeting “for
raising her daughter,” she said.
“and she’s also going to cOMe to
my party (last Saturday).” .

Miller clearly revels in sur-;
rounding herself with family and,,
the many friends and former stu-
dents she calls “extended family.” -
Although she says she loses touch
here and there with many of her
15,000 former students, she says
many of them call out of the blue, -
“just to see how I'm doing and to -
tell me what they're up to,” she .
said. - o

Though many former students
no longer dance, at least two have
followed in Miller’s footsteps and
have gone on o teach dance, and-.
at least one is dancing profession-
ally, in New York City. _

“I've had several former stu-
dents call recently that have T
actually cried over me retiring,” -
Miller said. “I will always cher- |
ish every minute of my career
teaching and 1 have cried over :
retiring too. But it had to come :
some time, and I want t0 enjoy
my family and friends now.”. " .

Miller plans to spend a lot of -
time with her daughter and -
granddaughter, and she wants to
do some: traveling as well. She
has at least one trip planned —
to Puerto Rico for a month in =
January. She’ll be taking her
daughter, son-in-law and grand-
daughter with her. And she.
hopes to return to her father's_
homeland in Greece soon,
where she hasn’t visited sinces
1965. .
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R-1.
IN CITY COUNCIL

December 13, 1999

COUNCILLOR TOOMEY
COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN
COUNCILLOR BORN
COUNCILLOR DAVIS

MAYOR DUEHAY

VICE MAYOR GALLUCCIO
COUNCILLOR REEVES
COUNCILLOR RUSSELL
COUNCILLOR TRIANTAFILLOU

RESOLVED: That this City Council go on record dedicating the corner of Pearl Street and Putnam
“Avenue in honor of dance teacher Adrienne Miller, who is retiring after forty-five
years of teaching; and be it further

RESOLVED: That a dedication ceremony be arranged by the Assistant to the City Council after
consultation with the family.

In City Council December 13, 1999.
Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

A true copy;

ATTEST:- )G )Y)a.Ajo&'J' Nﬁ

D. Margaret Drury
City Clerk
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CCM-101
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R-1.

IN CITY COUNCIL
December 13, 1999

COUNCILLOR TOOMEY
COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN

RESOLVED: That this City Councii go on record dedicating the corner of Pearl Street and Putnam
Avenue in honor of dance teacher Adrienne Milier, who is retiring after many years of
teaching; and be it further

RESOLVED: That a dedication ceremony be arranged by the Assistant to the City Council after
consultation with the family.
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Resolution #1 /:SE:;.\’A\

Councillors Toomey and Sullivan re:
dedicate the corner of Pearl Street
and Putnam Avenue in honor of dance
teacher Adrienne Miller.

In City Council December 13, 1999





