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AN ORDINANCE1L
'k. Z

:"
In amendment to an ordinance formerly entitled: "The General Ordinances of the

i City of Cambridge" as revised in 1972 and now designated as "The Code of the City
! of Cambridge". "

'

' Be it ordained by the Cl°ty Council of the City of Cdmbridge
as Tollows:

,

W .

K

.H

.
·

'

q

i Chapter 19, entitled: "Water" 'is hereby amended by striking out that portion of
"' Section 21 entitled: "Rates" and substitiiting in place ,thereof' a nex' portion
'

ehtitled: "Rates" which will read as follows :-
. Section lf2lo Rates,

"
·

There be and hereby is established an annual charge for the use of water
T

furiiished by the City of Cambridge Water Department to estates within the City,)

(a ) The rate for metered water shall be Forty-Six (j.46) cents per ·

)

hundred cubic feet, In no case, however, shall the minirn.um charge for metered
'

water be iehs than Ten ($iO.00) Dollqrs, ptiyable 'semi-'annually (at six month'intervals, ) All water passing through a meter, whether used or wasted, willt
be subject to charg!e.

"

·.

-. (t') For the fiscal year commencing on July 1, 1977, and for eachfiscal ye&r thereafter, the City Manager shall recommend as a part of the animal.
budget submitted' to the City Council, a just and equitable water use cilarge basedon metered water consumption and/or other applicable standards for computation ofwater consumption as set forth herein. Said charge shall take into account allappropriate water related estimated revenues and available revenue surpluses ,
and shti11 produce sufficient revenue to equal or exceed the annual appropriations. proposed for water department operation, maintenance and debt service. The City

.

· Council shall adopt the annual water use charge iri conjunction with its adoption
·

"
" F

7

' '. '."
.' of the annual budget. In so doing, the City Council may increase or decrease the

'

City Manager' s recommended water use charge in proportion to any increase or de-crease it may adopt in the City MaMger 's reccirnmended appropriations for water ". department operation, maintenance and debt service. "

'

(
c ) The quantity of water supplied by the City through a water meterin good working 'order shall be determined by the reading of such meter. If" ameter malfunctions and fails to register, the consumer shall be charged at theaverage daily consumption as "shown by th'e meter when in order.
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(d) The charges establis,hed by this ordinance shall be due and payable
by the owner of record at such time or' times and in such installments if any,
as the Chief SUperintendent from time to time determines, and ii the same be not ,

paid within thirty days after billing, the "Chief Superintendent may shut off the
supply, after sending a special notice that the cater will be shut off for non-

· payment, and shall not again be let on f'or the same occupant or. owncr, except
upon the payment of the whole amount due, together with "costs as determined by
the Board. Said Superintendent shall, in his order 'of assessment, designate as
the" owner of a parcel assessed, the person who \·!as liable to assessment t'nCrefore '

"

on the preceding January first.
L

(e) A monthly interest charge of one and one-half {j—SZ) percent shall
be assessed on the balance of any water bill remaining unµaid after thirty days

· from the date of billing,
(f) When water is required for purposes which are not specified in the

'

foregoing tariff, the rates shall be fixed by the Chief Superintendent.
*

,

( g) The Board shall have the power to prevent the erection of yard
hydrants, and water shall not be supplied to any water closets unless such· water

.

closets are constructed to conform to the pluinbing ordinance. "

Y .

(h) This ordinance is effective uµon date of µassage.
¥

,

.
1

.,

.

T

In City Council .
0

^ P

Passed to be ordained by a yea and nay vote:- Yeas ; Nays ; Absent .
k

James L. Sullivan, City Manager.
i

ATTEST:- Paul E. Healy, City Clerk.
t
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' Citj, of CanibriUge

In the Year One.,Thousand, Nine Hundred Seventy-Seven

. ANORDINANCE
In amendment to an ordinance formerly entitled: "The General Ordinances of the

' City of Cambridge" as revised in 1972 and now designated as "The Code of the Cityof Cambridge".
0

Beit ordainedby the City Cou,nci/o/ the City of Cambridge as follows:

Chapt'er 19, entitled: "Water" is hereby amended by striking out that portion ofSection 21 entitled: "Rates" and substituting in place thereof a new portionentitled: "Rates" which will read as follows:-
Section ig-a. Rates. " '

There be and hereby is established an annual charge for the use of waterfurnished by the City of' Cambridge Water Department to estates within the City.
(a) The rate for metered water shall be Forty-six ($.46) cents per hundred

cubic feet. In no case, however, shall the minimum charge for metered vater be '

less than Ten ($iOjj0) Dollars, p&yable semi-annually (at six month intervals.)
All water passing through a meter, whether used or wasted, will be subject to
charge.

(b) For the fisCal year commencing on July 1, 1977, and 'for each fiscal '

year thereafter, the City Manager shall recommend as a part of the annual budget
submitted to the City Council, el just and equitable water use charge based on

:

metered water consumption and/or other applicable standards for computation ofwater consuluption as set forth herein. Said charge shall take into account allappropriate water related estimated revenues and available revenue surpluses,and shall produce sufficient revenue to equal or exceed the annual appropriations
proposed for water department operation, maintenance and debt service. The CityCouncil shall adopt the annual water use charge in conjunction with its adoption
of the annual budget. In so doing, the City Council may increase or decrease the

' City Manager's recommended water use charge in proportion to an,y increase ordecrease it may adopt in the City Manager's recommended appropriations for waterdepartment operation, maintenance and debt service,
(C) The quantity of water supplied by the City through a water meter ingood working order shall be determined by the reading of such meter. If a

meter malfunctions and fails to register, the consumer shall be charged &t
the average daily consumption as shown by the meter when in order.
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(d) "

The charges established by this ordinance shall be due and payable
by the owner of record at such time or times and in such installments if any,

..as the Chief Superintendent from time to time determines, and if the sarue be
not paid within thirty days after miing, the Chief Superintendent may shut
off the supply, after sending a special notice that the water will be shut off .

for nonpayment, and shall not again be let on for the same occupant or owner, '

aexcept upon the payment of the whole amount due, together with costs as de-
termined by the Board. Said Superintendent shall, in his order of assessment,
designate as the owner of a parcel assessed, the person who was liable to
assessment therefore on the preceding January first,

,

(e) A monthly interest charge of one and one-half (l.5%) percent shall be
, assessed on the balance of any water bill remaining.unpaid after thirty days

from the date of Billing. . -

i

· ,
m

(f ) When water is required for purposes which are not specified in the
foregoing tariff, the rates shall be fixed by the Chief Superintendent,

(g) The Board shall have the power tO prevent the erection of yard
hydrants, and water shall not be supplied to any water closets unless such ·

water closets are constructed to conform to the plumbing ordinance.
P

... .
. .

(ii) This ordinance is effective upon date of passage.
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Passed to a second reading at the City Council meeting of June 20, 1977
and on or after July 4,.1977 the question may be on passing to be ordained.

* ¥

ATTEST:- Paul E. Healy, City Clerk.
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In Citfj Council..ilune 20, 1977 '

.

The Ordinance Committee
%

\ V

comprised of the entire membership Cf the City Council
T

to which was referred a communication from James L. Sullivan, City l'lanager, transmitting
one from Conrad C. Fagone, Commissioner of Public h'orks, with a requet3t for a r.e-

'· vised ordinance providing for an increase in the present water rate from $J6 perhundred cubic feet to $.Lt6 per hundred cubio feet in order to provide additional
funU in the Water Department budget in the amount of $jQ0,000.00.

0

The City Council heard from Conrad Fagone, Commissioner of Public P/orks,
g

who stated th&t the Capital Improvement Program budget. wa9 deficient $Ll00,000.00
for the comtruction of new facilitiesi and an"additiona1 sum of $@0,000.00 was
required for on going maintenance type E)ro3eots such as replacement of exiglting
equipment, replacement of filters and maintenance of the exi8ting facilities.C

"" · The Committee heard from Richard Rossi who stated that a period of six
P months was required to get going on the repaim 'and that the revenue to furni8h

· the project will not be available until the spring. '

,

C

City Manager, James L. Sullivah, stated that the rates were 'not adequate
.to provide for the relinriing of pipe8 and replacement of old equipment in the Water

Department facijities.. The City Manager further stated that the City of Cambridge
. has the lowe8t water rates around the "area at the present charge of $J6 per hundred

bcubia feet as contrasted with $.118 per hundred cubic feet of Somerville, $.65 perhundred cubic feet of Arlington, $.48 per hundred cubic., feet of Belmont and Boston
at $.76 per hundred cubic feet.

.

Mr. Ro88i of the \Qater Department stated that replacement of valvel3 and
,

equipment in the \Qater Department Di8tribution System had reached a critical 8tage
and required replacement as soon· a8 poBsijble.

.

,
- Councillor Clem |3tre8sed the necessity of documentation and conmunica'tion

' to the citizens of Cambridge relative to the "replacement of water meters for accurate
readingt3, re,1inning of the pipes in order to ensure a pure flow of water and the re-pla.oement of faulty valves and contro18 which are not filnctioning corr.ectly.'

Councillor Clem further stated that the City Manager should educate the public 'by
pre8g relea8es in order that they may better 'under8tand the need for the rate
increase.
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After the hearing held on ThurMlay, June 9, 1977 the Cominittee reported
1

.

that th? proposed rate .increasie be referred to the City Council for their meet-
.

.

ing of June 13, 1977·
µ
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· · ./ ,' For (ih? Colijjnittee,
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Councillor David Clew,
Chairman, .
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,To james L. Sullivan " Date May 20, 1977
' City Manager

.
.

. .

,

Pe

0

From Conrad C. Fagone Reference
.

. -

' Commissioner, Public Works
ees:

.*Subject Revised Water Ordinance
. P

'

b

,
.

S

9

I transmit herewith a revised water Ordinance to change the present
. water rate to one that is set at the time of budget passing. Tbe presentWater Budget approved by the Finance Committee allows for a Capital Improvement

program of $255,000.00. This budget is deficient by $400,000". 00 in, the Capital .

Improvement program for construction of new facilities. It is also deficientin the sum of $300,000. 00 for ongoing. maintenance type projects such as replacC-'

merit of existing equipment, repairs to the filter plant, and maintenance of theexjsting facilities which are not capital improvements.

It is my recommendation and that of the Water Board that bhis budgetbe increased by $700',000.00 to render the Water Department operation as best,
Vcan be maintained. 'I'his' $700,000.00 is approximat,ely $ 10 water rate increase

.above the present rate.
.
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In the Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred Seventy-Seven
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AN ORDINANCE
t

In amendment to an Ordinance formerly entitled: "The GeneralW

Ordinances of the City of Cambridge" as revised in !972 and
now designated as "The Code of the City of Cambridge.". .

,

«

Be it ordained by 'the City Council of the City of Cambridge as follows:

t6

Chapter 19, entitled: 'Water" is hereby amended by strikingout that portion of Section 21 entitled: "Rates". and sub-
. stituting in place thereof a new portion entitled: "Rates"

.
'. which. will read as follows:

)
J4

.

+

" '

Se,ction 19-21. Rates.
~

.

There be and hereby is established an annual charge
for the use of water furnished by the City of Cambridge h'ater

,Department to estates within the City.

(a) For the fiscal y,ear commencing on July I, 1977,
and for edch fiscal year thereafter, the City F'lanager shallP

recommend as a part of the annual budget submitted to the
City Council, a just and equitable water use charge based on '

.metered water consumption and/or other applicable standards
. . for computation of water consumption as set forth herein. "

-

.
.

. Said charge shall. take into account all appropriate water q

related estimated ,revenues arid available revenue surpluses,
and shall produce sufficient revenue to equal or exceed the:

·

. annual approµtiations proposed for water d"eDartment operation, "

maintencince and debt seirvice. The City Council shall adopt
.

'

" the annual watCr use charge in conjunction with its adoption
.

of the annual budget. In so doing, the City Counci.l may in-
.

'

. crease or decrease the City Manager's recommended water use-
"

':
. charge in proportion to any increase or decrease it may adopt.

4

. . in the City Manager's recommended appropriations for wqter,

department operation, maintenance and debt service.
.

' (b) The quantity of water supplied by the City .through a water meter %in good working order shall be deter- .,'

mined by the reading of such mt;ter. If a meter malfunctions
0and fails to register, the consumer shall be charged at the.

average daily consumljtic)n as shown by the meter when in order.0
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'yj (c) In no case shall the minimum annual charge forr'
. metered water under the provisions of this ordinance be lessP

'
, than Twenty ($20. DO) Dollars.

> ' a .+
(d) The charges established by this ordinance

,

shall be due and payable by the owner of record' at such time .

'

or times and in such installments if a'ny, as the Chief Super-
intendent from time to time determines, and if the same be

not pale! within thirty clays after billing, the Chief Superin-
,
tenclent may shut oFF t'he supply, a£ter sending a special no-
tice that the water will be shut off for nonpayment, and .

' shall not again be let on for the same occuparX cir owner, ex-.
cept upon the payment of the whole amount due, together with ,

. costs as determined by the Board. Said Superintendent shall,
' in hi·Sk order of assessment, designate as the owner of a parcel1

assessed, the person who was liable to assessment therefore b

on the preceding January first.
t

(e) A monthly interest charge of one and one-half
(1.5%) percent shall b,e assessed on the balance of any water *

bill remaining unpaid after thirty days from the date of bill-.

ing. .

'

,

¥

(f ) |\Th-en water is required for purposes which are.

not specified in the foregoing tariff, the rates shall be
fixed by the Chief Superintendent.

.

(g) The Board shall have the power to prevent the
erection of yard hydrants, and water shall not be supplied to

%.

any water closets unless such water closets are constructed
to conform to the plumbing ordinance. "

(h) This ordinance is effective upon date of
4

passage. ,. , .
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Tel. 876-6800
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' EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENI

JAMES L. SULLIVAN '

·
(City Manager

' May 23, 1977

To the Honorable, the City Coijncii:

I transmit herewith self-explanatory comniunication from

Conrad C. Fagone, Commissioner of Public Works, with a

proposed iCevised Water Ordinance providing for a change in
,'."the present water rate. Mr. Fagone also recommends an .

- increase in the Water Budget of $700,000.00 which will be

offset by the increase in th'e Water Rate, to provide for

capital improvements in the Water Department.

Very truly yours, .

'

,,~_U~ll_
G

j mes L. Sullivan
(

,' ' ty Manager
.jLS/b '
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