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To the Honorable, the City Council of the

City of Cambridge:
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FPD: Té'chnology Inc. , LOCATED AT 321 Boston Post Rd., Sudbury, MA
NAME OF PETITIONER OR BUSINESS ADDRESS

BE GRANTED PERMISSION FOR A/AN (y) "A"‘FRAMED SIGN, ( ) TABLE,
( ) SANDWICH BOARD, (x) DISPLAY OF MERCHANDISE.

IN FRONT OF PREMISES NUMBERED See enclosed drawing

,ON
ADDRESS WHERE SIGN WILL BE

Sundays (May to Nov.) , FROM

__9:00 AMTO _5:00 PM.

~ N

PETITIONE}} S SIGE\‘I'ATURE

Gary Spletter PLEASE PROVIDE A SKETCH
OFPRINT NAME HERE v YOUR SIGN HERE

(0§ 443-0840 BrakerWheel™

TELEPHONE #

608 443-0565

ADDITIONAL PHONE #

—.—
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PETITION

of
for
~ No.
19
- In City Council, 19
Referred to the Committee on .

4 Attest:

T City Clerk.



WHAT:

WHEN

WHERE:

Petition
of
FPD Technology, Inc.
For
A Framed Sign and Display of Merchandise

The product BrakerWheel™ is an in-line skate wheel that
allows an in-line skater to stop in a manner similar to
an ice hockey or ski stop. (See enclosed article) It is a
fact that stopping on in-line skates is very difficult{
and can be a hazardous in congested areas. BrakerWheel™
solves this problem. The unique braking action results
from the friction created when the slip disks rotate in a
transverse direction to the normal rotation of the wheel.
This is accomplished by the skater performing a maneuver
similar to an ice skating hockey stoP or ski stop. We
will only be selling the BrakerWheel™ wheels. These
wheels can be installed on almost any skate. Thus,
existing skaters can benefit.

Sundays 9am to 5pm during months of May thru November.

Corner of Hingham Street and Memorial Drive (See enclosed
sketch.)

Introduction of this new product promotes public safety.
Gives the skater the control necessary to avoid
collisions with other skaters, pedestrians and vehicles.
These wheels amazingly will perform a stop on a downhill
slope.
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is introducing a
new wheel, the
Monocoque.
Wear-n-Tear’s
Monocoquc¢
wheel, which was
dubbed the Tndy
whecl in produc-
tion before under-
going a name
change, has a few
noticeable differ-
ences from other
wheels. The
biggest differcnces
are that they: 1)
weigh from 1/2 to
3/4 as much as

engineered with low rolling resis-
tance in mind. The manufacturer
claims that when you are rolling
along, you can roll faster and farther
with Cyko wheels than with others.
Of course, everyone wants to claim

hat their wheels are the best, but
when we put them to the standard
10 mph test using REMS (sce The
Wheel Truth, page 50), the new
Velocity wheels out-performed
other, older-model wheels by any-
where from five to 10 percent.

Cyko wheels have a unique Fan
Blade Core, which dissipates heat by
producing a cooling effect on the

other in-line
wheels, 2) use a composite hub
design (Figure 8), and 3) offer the
possibility for re-treading (yes, now
you can put new urethane on the
core, just like replacing a tirc on
your bicycle).

Both the Monocoque
advanced composite wheel and the
standard wheel come in 76mm and
80mm sizes, while the Monocoque
Pro is the lighter model. The
biggest advantages of these lighter
wheels may be that they require
less energy to lift up while you
skate. Less encrgy mecans less
fatigue, and you may even save a

hub, bearings and urethane while
you skate (Figure 7). This core is

made up of reinforced nylon, to help
it withstand the impact forces of
urban skating (over cracks, uneven
surfaces, etc.). They come iu a vari-
cty of colors, including yellow, red
and tcal, based on their size and
durometer.

" For the ultimate in high-tech
and environmental awarencss, Wear-
n-Tear, in a joint venture with
Kryptonics, the leader in wheel sales,

Frank Fedel isa 1)‘roduct evalua-
_tion specialist and sports per-

uct. developmeht consultant.

formance researcher in Henry .
Ford Hospital in.Detroit. He is
also a marketing and new prod;\

few bucks in the long run.
Although' they initially cost more
than conventional wheels, the fact
that the hubs are re-treadable
makes them a long-term invest-
ment in our environment, since the
hub is re-used over and over again.

Becausc they arc rclatively new
(none were being shipped at the ume
of this article), we didn’t gt a chance
to test them to sce how they per-
formed. But once they are ‘available,
we’ll'put them to the test on the
REMS. Stay tuned: .~

' Brakes

_ Since iU’s pretty obvious that
most people have a difficult time

stopping on in-line
skates, many compa- 8
nies have tried to come
up with a useful, safe
and inexpensive brak-
ing system. Well, at
least two companics are
now offering products
that arc targeted to that
segment of skaters.
The first product,
called the Breaker
Wheel, works on a
very interesting princi-
ple. The Breaker Wheel
looks like a normal
70mm urethane wheel
with one important
difference: the ure-
thane “tread” is made

< up.of a few dozen slip

disks (Figure 9). These slip disks
are able o rotate sideways when
you turn them perpendicular to
your linc of travel. This design pro-
vides a significant amount of fric-
tion Lo stopping; so that you can
slow down and stop in a controlled
fashion. This is unlike the skipping,
sliding or sudden grabbing of the
wheels (and crashing) that normally
occurs if you try to stop sideways
using conventional

found that it took just a few minutes
to get used to the system; stopping,
slowing down and turning while
using it for the first ime. In fact, one
of the testers said that the GRIP sys-
tem is almost indispensable as a safe-
ty item for skating in suburbs, where
cars don’t always sce you because of
bushes, parked cars, ctc.

Perhaps the most exciting part
of the GRIP system is it’s new,

whecls.

At first glance,
it appears that these
wheels might be diffi-
cult to use; however my
product testers said that
they  worked finc,
allowing “hockey-style
stops” after trying them
only a few times (while
wearing all of their pro-
tective gear, of course).
They also said’ that
using the wheels was
“fun” once they got the
hang of distributing
their weight properly
to take full advantage
of the system. In fact,
freestyle skaters and
dance skaters may find
that the Breaker Wheel
gives them more
options in their rou-
tines.

The second safety-related
product is the GRIP In-Line
Speed Control system. The GRIP
system is popular internationally
and is based on some basic con-
cepts from bicycle and automo-
ft uses a
vated cable system (sim-
ilar to bicycles) to apply the
brakes to two wheels on cach
skate (Figure 10). The two
Griptonyte wheels that actually
perform the stopping function are
outfitted with GRIP’s exclusive
braking pads, similar to a car’s
drum brakes. When activated, the
pads inside of the wheels’” hubs
causc the wheels to stop.

In our product testing, we

bile braking systems.

hand-a

LOWER price for 1994: $69.00. of
course, not cveryone necds a brak-
ing system, but it certainly does
afford an cxtra degree of confi-
dence while you are skating. And
who wants to be unsure of ‘their
safety while skating?

That just about wraps up
the basics of what you can do o
get your in-line skates ready for
the summer. Again, remember
that not all skates need‘a com-
plete overhaul or parts to be
replaced, but just'likef a nice car
wash on the first sunny day of
spring, having a few upgrades on
your skates certainly won’t hurt
anything. Have fun with your
new toys. ' R
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Consent Communication #15 V{,/jﬁéy
A petition was received from FPD Technélogy
requesting a permit to display merchandise and an

A frame sign at the corner of Hingham and Mem. Drive
on Sundays May - November 9 a.m. - 5p.m.

In City Council April 24, 1994
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