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November 15, 1994

Mayor Kenneth Resves and
Cambridge City Council

| couldn't be at the Cambridge City Council Meeting Monday night because |
was in school, but | did tape the portions that | could not watch live. If | were
there this is the statement | would have read:

- I'have never been involved in politics and this is the first year | have ever
vomed my opinion by casting a ballot. .But | fee! that my vote is getting lost in the
mcns:s of the moment. The people of Massachusetts voted out a system that did
| not work and it pains me to hear the Cambridge City Council and tenants still
trying to put it back by going to the legisiature with a home rule petition. We
should now be concentrating on what we can do to help those that will be most
affected on January 1, 1985, |

Please, tenants | urge you to stop b!ammg the landlords for wanting what is
rightfully theirs and what they had to ask the people of the state to give back to
them. Talk to your landlords as Mayor Reeves urged. See if you can work
something out with them that is falr to you both.

Landlords, thank you for helping us for so long. Thank you for helping
Cambridge become the diverse city that it is by providing more than affordable
housing for those that needed it. | commend you on your personal struggles
through all of this and what many of you have given up for the city.

Mayor Reeves and members of the City Council - please, remember every
cry for help you have heard in City Hall. Not only the cries you heard last night at

the council meeting from the tenants who are afraid, but the pleas over the past
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twenty years from the Landlords. The voters of Massachusetts have spoken,
please let's listen to them and come up with a solution that will not puf the
responsibility once again on the landlords. It is not their responsibility any
longer,they have provided below market housing for long enough at great cost 10
them personally and financially. If it is truly your goal to keep Cambridge as
diverse and unique as it is NOW, then take responsibility for the people you wish to
keep here. Please come up with a housing policy that will take care of the low to
moderate income, physically challenged; and elderly and not concentrate on &
home rule petition to reinstate Rent Control. Taking care of those in need should

" be’a’Gity and state Issue, not a private citizen responsibility.
Respectfully,
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