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FUBLIC NOTICE
RELATIVE TO ZONING !
CITY OF CAFMRIDGE/
MASSACRUSETTS
Office of the City Clerk.

Noftice is hereby given that in ac-
cordance with the provisions of
Chopter 40A, Section 5 of the
General Laws, Tercentenary Edition
and amendments thereto, that the
Committee on Ordinances, comprised
of the entire membership of the City
Council, will hold a public hearing on
Thursday, August 9, 1984 at 6:00
p.m. in the City Councit Chamber,
City Hall, Combridge, Massachusetts
on a petition by the Board of Zoning
Appeal of the City of Cambridge to
include a new Section “1¢.,20 The
Zoring Administrator”’. The purpose
of the amendment is to establish the
position of Zoning Administrator,
who will be appointed by the City
Manager and whose position will be
in the Department of Inspectional
Services. The Zoning Administrator
shail have powers and duties to hear
ond decide applications for speciol
permits and variances as designated
within his/her authority, to grant
extensions of valid variances and
special permits, to grant minor
omendments to valid variances ond
speciol permits, to judge and review
applications for conditional relief as
permitted and complete other duties
as designated within the Zoning Ad-
ministrator’s guthority. Amend-
ments to the Zoning Ordinance are
also included in this petition and
relate to the authority and duties of
the Zoning Administrator.

Copies of this petition are on file
in the Office of the City Clerk, City
Hall, Cambridge, Massachusetts.

All persons interested in this mat-
ter may appear at this time and be

For the Committee,

Councillor

David E. Sullivan

Chairman
(C)July26,Aug.2
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PUBLIC NOTICE
RELATIVE TO IONIKG
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

MASSACRUSETTS

Office of the City Clerk,

Notice is hereby given that in ac-
cordance with the provisions of
Chapter 40A, Section 5 of the
Genera! Laws, Tercentenary Edition
ond amendments thereto, that the
Committee on Ordinances, comprised
of the entire membership of the City
Council, will hold o public hearing on
Thursday, August 9, 1984 at 6:00
p.m. in the City Council Chamber,
City Hall, Combridge, Massachusetts
on a petition by the Board of Zoning
Appeal of the City of Combridge to
include a new Section ““10.20 The
Zoning Administrator'’. The purpose
of the amendment is 1o establish the
position of Zoning Administrator,
who will be appointed by the City
Manager and whose position will be
in the Department of Inspectional
Services. The Zoning Administrator
shall have powers and duties to hear
and decide applications for special
permits and variances as designated
within his/her authority, to grant
extensions of valid variances and
special permits, to grant minor
omendments to valid variances and
special permits, to judge and review
applications for conditional relief as
permitted and complete other duties
as designated within the Zoning Ad-
ministrator’s authority. Amend-
ments to the Zoning Ordinance are
also included in this petition and
relate to the authority and duties of
the Zoning Administrator.

Copies of this petition are on file
in the Office of the City Clerk, City
Hall, Cambridge, Massachusetts.

All persons interested in this mat-
ter may appear at this time and be

For the Committee,

Councillor

Dovid E. Sullivan

Chairman
(C)July26,Aug.2
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PUBLIC NOTICE
RELATIVE TO ZONING
CiTY OF CAMBRIDGE
MASSACHUSETTS
Ottice of the City Clerk.

Notice is hereby given that in ac-
cordance with the provisions of
Chopter 40A, Section 5 of the
Genera! Laws, Tercentenary Edition
and amendments thereto, that the
Committee on Ordinances, comprised
of the entire membership of the City
Council, will hold a public hearing on
Thursday, August 9, 1984 at 6:00
p.m. in the City Council Chamber,
City Hall, Cambridge, Massachusetts
on a petition by the Board of Zoning
Appeal of the City of Cambridge to
inciude o new Section *“10.20 The
Zoning Administrator’’, The purpese
of the amendment is to estabfish the
position of Zoning Administrator,
who will be appointed by the City
Manager and whose position will be
in the Department of Inspectional
Services. The Zoning Administrator
shall have powers and duties to hear
and decide opplications for special
permits and variances as designated
within his/her outhority, to grant
extensions of valid varionces ond
special permits, to grant minor
amendments to valid variances and
specia! permits, to judge and review
applications for conditional relief as
permitted and complete other duties
as designated within the Zoning Ad-
ministrator’s authority. Amend-
ments to the Zoning Ordinance are
also included in this petition and
relate to the outhority and duties of
the Zoning Administrator.

Copies of this petition are on file
in the Office of the City Clerk, City
Hall, Cambridge, Massachusetts.

All persons interested in this mat-
ter may oppear at this time and be

For the Committee, -

Councillor

David E. Sullivan

Chairman
(C)July26,Aug.2
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Planning Board MB 1\ \‘2‘ 421 ‘
City of Cambridgg pwaRIEGEs HASS.

RE: Proposed amendment to the Cambridge Zoning Ordinance creating
the position of Zoning Administrator and a new type of
discretionary relief under the orxdinance,

At the August 7, 1984 hearing on this proposed zoning change
member Kennedy asked me to put my comments in writing,

On August 9, 1984, the City Council held a hearing on the
same matter. At that hearing the matter was tabled in committee,’

Matters raised by the public and by members of the city
council at the August 9 hearing have caused me to reconsider my
position on the matter,

Pleased record me as opposed in prineéiple to the creation
of a Chapter 40A section 13 zoning administrator in the City of
Cambridge, in addition to my objection to the numerous other
chanzes proposed in the orxrdinance,

Zoning is too important to the City of Cambridge to delegate
this power to an administrator, ‘

I would suggest that the Board of Zoning Appeals resolve
its caseload problem by implementing Councillor Wolf's stated
opiniont the zoning law should be obeyed,

The purpose of the Board of Zoning Appeals is not to change
the zoning established by City Council, Its purpose to relieve
hardship created by special circumstances, The Board of Zoning
Appeals should be looking at specific cases in light of the
general purpose of the zoning ordinance, It should not be rubber-
stanping agreements of abutters that it is to their common good to
ignore the zoning ordinances, The case load of the board of zoning
appeals will reduce if the board restricts itself to its jobs!

La Tremouille

Bos onin: Appeals
Concerned Citizens
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Comm. from Robert J. LaTremouille, in
opposition to the creation of a Chapter
40, Section 13 Zoning Administrator &
numerous other changes proposed to said
proposed ordinance amendment.

In City Council,

September 10, 1984

/L

g coved
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Sec. 15 Rules of Practice and Procedure

15.1 This section is adopted pursuant to Sections 12 and 13 of
Chapter 40A, Massachusetts General Laws and Article 10.000,
Section 10.23 of the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Cambridge.

15.2 The Board of Zoning Appeal recognizes the appointment of

as Zoning Administrator pursuant to
Section 13 of Chapter 40A of the General Laws.

15.3 The Board of Zoning Appeal, by majority vote, has delegated
the following powers and duties to

as Zoning Administrator:

to hear and decide requests for Special Permits, pursuant to
Sections 9 and 11 of Chapter 40A of the General Laws, as the

Board may decide appropriate, such as but not limited to:

a) The extension of more restrictive dimensional regulations

into a less restrictive zone up to twenty-five feet.

b) The alteration of a single-family detached dwelling to

provide one accessory apartment.

c) The reduction of the required front yard for a dwelling
constructed entirely above a commercial establishment in any

Business District,

d) The location of required accessory parking off-site under

stated restrictions.

e) The alteration of access for off-street parking including
tandem parking, width and number of curb cuts, dimensional and

locational standards for driveways.

f) The alteration in the design and location of bicycle parking

spaces.,

g) In a townhouse development, the alteration of the minimum
dimension of usable open space, the provision of parking on-
street under certain conditions and the reduction of certain

planting requirements,



h) Extension of a valid Special Permit limited as to time where
no significant change in the circumstances under which the original
Special Permit was granted is evidenced.

to hear and decide such requests for variances pursuant to
Sections 10 and 11 of Chapter 40A of the General Laws, as the
Board may decide appropriate.

15.31 The Zoning Administrator shall be empowered to grant
variances from the terms of the Zoning Ordinance requiring such

relief in the following circumstances:

where the City agency is directly involved énd has obtained
formal approval from neighborhood groups,

where the case is uncontested,

where the nature of the relief sought is minor with minimal

impact on the local area,

where an existing variance limited as to time shall require
renewal and no significant change in the circumstances under

which the original relief was granted is evidenced.

15.4 The Board of Zoning Appeél or the Zoning Administrator
shall decide whether certain land uses, additions or élterations
to structures méy.be permitted by conditioné} relief or shéll
require a special permit or variance. All such requests for
conditional relief shall be judged by their ébility to comply

with the following criteria:

a) The proposed use, occupancy, Or construction shall not be
substantially more detrimental to the local area than the
condition legally existing on the»subject site at the time of

application.

b) All immediate abutters and all viewing abutters as determined

by the Zoning Administrator, have no substantial objections.

c) 1In the opinion of the Zoning Administrator or Board of Zoning

Appeal, the case does not require the wider notice procedures,



greater opportunity for comment and availability of diverse
expertise inherent in the Special Permit/Variance public

hearing process,

15.41 Requests which cannot satisfy the above criteria shall be
considered at a public hearing under State mandated regulations

for variances or special permits.

15.5 Applications for Special Permits, Variances or Conditional
Relief shall be on forms supplied by'the'Inspectionél Services
Department. Applications shall be composed of forms énd materials
as reqdired on the attached checklist;

15.51 Notice of all public hearings shall be posted, pﬁblished
and mailed in such form and manner énd to sﬁch owners énd other
parties as is required by Section 11 of the Chépter 40A of the
General Laws and to such other persons és the Zoning Administrétor

may deem affected.

15.52 Notice of all public meetings on applications for

Conditional Relief shall be sent by mail to owners of immediately
abutting properties and owners of properties which have a view of

the subject property.



MEMORARNDUM

lo: City'CQuncil, Committee on Ordinances
From: Hugh Russell

Date: 8/7/84

Fe: Prdpased Zoning Administrator Amendment

fhe number of ' zoning cases has increased in recent years from
approdimately 60/year to over 100/year, causing a 3-4 month
backlog in hearing cases. This 1is a result of additional
requlations, including institutional uses, parking, accessory
apartments, and Fast-order foods; better enforcement of the
oridinance; and the vigorous development climate. The backlog is
undesirable and many individuals and companies are hurt by having
to wait to be heard. This is particularly unfortunate for
uncontested cases, which comprise approximately half of the
total.

To date, the BIZIA haskrespmnded to this problem by holding longer
hearings (often over 4 hours, and recently one 7-1/Z hour session
ending at 2:30 AM) and holding hearings every three weeks, rather
than monthly. =~ We have considered additional measures to
accomodate the increased workload:

- More frequent hearings

= Limiting testimony &t hearings (we now allow all who wish to
speak full opportunity to express their views) so we could
hear more cases per hearing

= Amendments to the ordinance to permit more subdivisions and
rencvations to non-conforming buildings as a matter of right

- Granting non-controversial cases by default by not scheduling
hearings within the mandated time period

- Delegating EBZA authority in non-controversial cases to a
Zoning Administrator

The best alternative seems to be the Zoning Administrator, because
it does not make urreasonable demands on the members of the Zoning
Board, does not limit the rights of citizens to be heard on zoning
- cases, does not require any change in  the planning policy of the
citys, and establishes an eupedited formal procedure for granting
relief in non-controversial cases.

The Board of Zoning Appeal has endorsed the proposed =zoning

amendment before you and requests your approval of this proposal
at this time and when the matter comes before the Council.

CITY:zadminZ.mes — 1



MEMORANDUM

lo: City Caunéil, Committee on Ordinances
From: Hugh Russell

bate: 8/9/84

Re: Froposed 2oning Administrator Amendment

The number of =zoning cases has increased in recent years from
approximately 60/year to over 100/year, causing & 3-4 month
backlog in hearing cases. This 1s a - result of additional
regulations, including institutional uses, parking, accessory
apartments, and fast-order +foods: better enforcement of the
oridimance; and the vigorous development climate. The backlog is
undesirable and many individuals and companies are hurt by having
to wait to be heard. This 1is particularly unfortunate for
uncontested cases, which comprise approximately half of the
total.

To date, the BIZIA has responded to this problem by holding longer
hearings (often over 4 hours, and recently one 7-1/Z hour session
ending at 2:30 AM) and holding hearings every three weeks, rather
than monthly. We have considered additional measures to
accomodate the increased workload:

~ More freguent hearinags

- Limiting testimony at hearings (we rnow allow all who wish to
speak full opportunity to express their views) so we could
hear more cases per hearing '

- fAmendments to the ordinance to permit more subdivisions and
renovations to non-conforming buildings as a matter of right

- Granting non-—controversial cases by default by not scheduling
hearings within the mandated time period N

- Delegating BZ& authority in non-controversial cases to a
Zoning Administrator

The best alternative seems to be the Zoning Administrator, because
it does not make urreasonable demands on the members of the Zoning
Board, does rnot limit the rights of citizens to be heard on zoning
- cases, does not require any change in the planning policy of the
citys, and establishes an expedited formal procedure for granting
relief in non—-controversial cases.

The Board of Zorning Appeal has endorsed the proposed zoning.

amendment before you and requests youwr approval of this proposal
at this time and when the matter comes before the Council.

CITY:zadminZ.mss — 1



CETY OF CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS

PLANNING BOARD

ALL ~ANNEX, 57 INMAN STREET, CAMBRIDGE 02139

Notice of a Public Hearing

The Planning Board of the City of Cambridge will hold a
public hearing on Tuesday, Auqust 7, 1984 at 7:30 p.m.

in the Community Development Department Conference Room,
3rd Floor, 57 Inman Street, Cambridge, Ma. on a petition
by the Board of Zoning Appeal of the City of Cambridge to
amend the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Cambridge to
include a new Section"10.20 The Zoning Administrator." The
purpose of the amendment is to establish the position of
Zoning Administrator, who will be appointed by the City
Manager and whose position will be in the Department of
Inspectional Sérvices. The Zoning Administrator shall have
powers and duties to hear and decide applications for
special permits and variances as designated within his/her
authority, to grant extensions of valid variances and
special permits, to grant minor amendments to valid variances
and special permits, to judge and review applications

for conditional relief as permitted and complete other
duties as designated within the Zoning Administrator's
authority. Amendments to the Zoning Ordinance are also
included in this petition and relate to the authority and
duties of the Zoning Administrator.

Copies of this petition are .on file in the Office of City
Clerk, City Hall, Cambridge, Ma. Questions concerning this
petition may be addressed to Elizabeth Ware at 498-9034.
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ANNE M. THOMAS

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW
19 WYMAN STREET
ARLINGTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02174
1617) 646-1147

August 3, 1984

Committee on Ordinances
Cambridge City Council
City Hall

Cambridge, MA 02139

RE: Petition of the Board of Zoning Appeal
to include a new section 10,20 providing
for a Zoning Administrator as well as amendments to
the Zoning Ordinances relative to the authority
and duties of the zoning administrator

Dear Committee Members:

As a private attorney who has brought many petitions
before the Board of Zoning Appeals over the past nine years,
T would like to speak in favor of the above petition. Under
the present system, the Board of Zoning Appeals is obliged
to spend a great deal of time on matters which are
insignificant, unopposed, and for which relief in favor of
the petitioner is clearly going to be granted. Spending
time on these matters means that the more uncertain or
controversial cases must be dealt with in the midst of a
crowded docket, with issues frequently being discussed late
into the night. People are fatigued, witnesses leave, and it
is not a good situation all around. I have the greatest
respect for the Board of Zoning Appeal's ability to meet its
statutory obligations under these conditions and feel that it
could do an even better job, with less strain, if the
proposed amendment were adopted., It will, of course, be
extremely important to appoint someone like Richard Horgan
to the new position, who is knowledgeable, courteous, pays
attention to details, and is willing to work out a solution
which complies with the Ordinance and is also satisfactory
to the petitioning party. In my experience, the Board of
7zoning Appeal has always been an impartial, but friendly,
administrative body, and I feel the Zoning Administrator must
function similarly for the new position to be successful.

Yours very truly,

7%?%5;’/“5 :i211_4 ji

Anne M. Thomas

AMT/afm
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ANNE M. THOMAS

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW
19 WYMAN STREET
ARLINGTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02174
(617) 646-1147

August 3, 1984

Committee on Ordinances
Cambridge City Council
City Hall

Cambridge, MA 02139

RE: Petition of the Board of Zoning Appeal
to include a new section 10.20 providing
for a Zoning Administrator as well as amendments to
the Zoning Ordinances relative to the authority
and duties of the zoning administrator

Dear Committee Members:

As a private attorney who has brought many petitions
before the Board of Zoning Appeals over the past nine years,
I would like to speak in favor of the above petition. Under
the present system, the Board of 7oning Appeals is obliged
to spend a great deal of time on matters which are
insignificant, unopposed, and for which relief in favor-of
the petitioner is clearly going to be granted. Spending
time on these matters means that the more uncertain or
controversial cases must be dealt with in the midst of a
crowded docket, with issues frequently being discussed late
into the night. People are fatigued, witnesses leave, and it
is not a good situation all around. I have the greatest
respect for the Board of 7oning Appeal's ability to meet its
statutory obligations under these conditions and feel that it
could do an even better job, with less strain, if the
proposed amendment were adopted. It will, of course, be
extremely important to appoint someone like Richard Horgan
to the new position, who is knowledgeable, courteous, pays
attention to details, and is willing to work out a solution
which complies with the Ordinance and is also satisfactory
to the petitioning party. In my experience, the Board of
7oning Appeal has always been an impartial, but friendly,
administrative body, and I feel the 7oning Administrator must
function similarly for the new position to be successful.

Yours very truly,

7%?%5;7/“5 7751;4 B!

Anne M. Thomas

AMT/afm



PUBLIC NOTICE
c. ¢, 108 RELATIVE TO ZONING

Jity of Qambridge

Office of the City Clerk.

Notice is hereby given that in accordance with -the pro-
visions of Chapter 40A, Section 5 of the General Laws, Ter-
centenary Edition and amendments thereto, that the Committee
on Ordinances, comprised of the entire membership of the City
Council, will hold a public hearing on Thursday, August 9, 1984
at 6:00 p. m. in the City Council Chamber, City Hall, Cambridge,
Massachusetts on a petition by the Board of Zoning Appeal of
the City of Cambridge to include a new Section "10.20 The
Zoning Administrator". The purpose of the amendment is to
establish the position of Zoning Administrator, who will be
appointed by the City Manager and whose position will be in
the Department of Inspectional Services. The Zoning Adminis-
trator shall have powers and duties to hear and decide applica-
tions for special permits and variances as designated within
his/her authority, to grant extensions of valid variances and
special permits, to grant minor amendments to valid variances
and special permits, to judge and review applications for con-
ditional relief as permitted and complete other duties as
designated within the Zoning Administrator's authority.
Amendments to the Zoning Ordinance are also included in this
petition and relate to the authority and duties of the Zoning
Administrator

Copies of this petition are on file in the Office of the
City Clerk, City Hall, Cambridge, Massachusetts.

All persons interested in this matter may appear at
this time and be heard.
For the Committee,

Councillor David E. Sullivan
Chairman.
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MEMORANDUM

To: City Council, Committee on Ordinances
From: HQqh Hussell

bate: 8/9/84

Re: Proﬁosed Zoning Administrator Amendment

The number of ‘zoning cases has increased in recent years from
approsimately 60/year to over 100/year, causing & 3-4 month
backlog in hearing cases. This i1is a result of additional
regulations, including institutional uses, parking, accessory
apartments, and fast-order foods; better enforcement of the
oridinancey and the vigorous develoﬁment climate. The backlog is
undesirable and many individuals and companies are hurt by having

to wait to be heard. This 1s particularly unfortunate for
uncontested cases, which comprise approximately halt of the
total.

To date, the BIfA has responded to this problem by holding longer
hearings (often over 4 hours, and recently one 7-1/Z hour session
ending at Z2:30 AM) and holding hearings every three weeks, rather
than monthly. =~ We have considered additional measures to
accomodate the increased workload:

-  More frequent hearings

- Limiting testimony &t hearings (we now &lliow all who wish to
speak full opportunity to expresse their views) so we could
hear more cases per hearing '

-  Amendments to the ordinance to permit more subdivisions and
renovations to non—conforming buildings as a matter of right

- Granting non—controversial cases by default by not scheduling
hearings within the mandated time period

— Delegating BIA authority in non—-controversial cases to a
Zoning Administrator

The best alternative seems to be the Zoning Administrator, because
it does not make unreasonable demands on the members of the Zoning
Board, does not limit the rights of citizens to be heard on zoning
- cases, does not reguire any charmge in the planning policy of the
citys, and establishes an expedited formal procedure for granting
reliet in non-controversial cases.

The Board of Zoning Appeal has endorsed the proposed zoning

amendment before you and requests your approval of ~ this proposal
at this time and when the matter comes before the Council.

ClITY:zadminZ.mss — 1



MEMORANDUM

1o: City Council, Committee on Ordinances
From: Hugh Hﬁssell

Date: 8/9/84

Re: FProposed Zénihg Administrator Amendment

fhe number of =zoning cases has increased in recent years from
approximately 60/year to over 100/year, causing a 3-4 month
backlog in hearing cases. This is & result of additional
regulations, including institutional uses, parking, accessory
apartments, and fast-order foods; better enforcement of the
oridinance; and the vigorous develaément climate. The backlog is
undesirable and many individuals and companies are hurt by having
to wait to be heard. This i1is particularly unfortunate for
uncontested cases, which comprise approximately half of the
total. ‘

To date, the BZA has responded to this problem by holding longer
hearings (often over 4 hours, and recently one 7-1/Z hour session
ending at Z:30 AM) and holding hearings every three weeks, rather
than monthly. We have considered additional measures to
accomndate the increased workload:

- More frequent hearings
= Limiting testimony &t hearings (we now allow all who wish to
speak full opportunity to express their views) soc we could

hear more cases per hearing

- Amendments to the ordinance to permit more subdivisions and
renovations to non—conforming buildings as a matter of right

= OGranting non-controversial cases by default by not scheduling
hearings within the mandated time period

- Delegating £ZA authority in non-controversial cases to a
Zoning Administrator

The best alternative seems to be the Zoning Administrator, because .

it does not make unreasonable demands on the members of the Zoning
Board, does not limit the rights of citizens to be heard on zoning
- cases, does not require any charnge in the planning policy of the
citys, and establishes an expedited formal procedure for granting
reliet in non—controversial cases.

The Board of Zoning Appeal has endorsed the proposed zoning

amendment before you and requests your approval of this proposal
at this time and when the matter comes before the Council.

CITY:zadminZ.mss — 1



MEMORANDUM

To: City Council, Committee on Ordinances
From: Hugh Russell

bate: 8/9/84

Re: Pr&posed Zoning édminisfrator Amendment

fhe number of * zoning cases has increased in recent years from
approZimately 60/year to over 100/year, causing a Z-4 month
backlog in hearing cases. This is a result iof additional
regulations, including institutional wuses, parking, accessory
apartments, and Fast-order foods; 'better entorcement of the
oridinance; and the vigorous development climate. The backlog is
undesirable and many individuals and companies are hurt by having
to wait to be heard. This is particularly unfortunate for
uncontested cases, which comprise approximately halt of the
total. ‘

To date, the RBIA has responded to this problem by holding longer
hearings (often over 4 hours, and recently one 7-1/2 how session
ending at Z:30 AM) and holding hearings every three weeks, rather
than monthly. =~ We have considered additional measures to
accomodate the increased workload: . : -

- More frequent hearings

- Limiting testimony &t hearings (we now allow all who wish to
speak {full opportunity to express their views) so we could
hear more cases per hearing

- Amendments to the ordinance to permit more subdivisions and
renovations to norn-conforming buildings as a matter of right

- Granting non-—-controversial cases by default by not scheduling
hearings within the mandated time periocd

- Delegating BZA authority in non-controversial cases to a
Zoning Administrator

The best alternative seems to be the Zoning Administrator, because
it does not make unreasonable demands on the members of the Zoning
. Board, does rnot limit the rights of citizens to be heard on zoning
- cases, does not require any change in the planning policy of the
citys, and establishes an expedited formal procedure for aranting
relief in non—controversial cases.

The Board of Zoning Appeal has endorsed the proposed zoning

amendment before you and requests your approval of this - proposal
at this time and when the matter comes before the Council.

CiITY:zadminZ.mss — 1
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To: City Council, Committee on Urdinances
From: Hugh Russell

bate: 8/9/84

Re: Proposed Zoning Administrator Amendment

The number of zoning cases has increased in recent years from
approdimately  &60/vear to over 100/yvear, causing a 3-4 month
backlog in hearing Ccases. This is & result of additional
reqgulations, including institutional uses, parking, accessory
apartments, and fast-order foods; better enforcement of the
oridinance; and the vigorous development climate. The backlog is
undesirable and many individuals and companies are huwt by having
to wait to be heard. This i particularly unfortunate for
uncontested cases, which comprise approxdimately haltd of  the
total.

To date, the BIA has responded to this problem by holding longer
hearings {(often over 4 houwrs, and recently one 7-1/2 hour session
ending at 22320 aMY and holding hearings every three weebks, rather
than monthly. We have considered additional measures to
accomodate the increased workload:

- More frequent hearings

-~  Limiting testimony at hearings (we now allow all who wish  to
speak full opportunity to express thelr views) so we could
hear more cases per hearing

- Amendments to the ordinance to permit more subdivisions and
renovations to non-conforming buildings as a matter of right

= Granting non-controversial cases by default by not scheduling
hearings within the mandated time period

-  Delegating BZA authority in non—controversial cases to a
Zoning Administrator

The best alternative seems to be the Zoning Administrator, because
it does not make unreasonable demands on the members of the Zoning
Board, does not limit the rights of citizens to be heard on zoning
cases, does not require any change in  the planning policy of the
citys, and establishes an expedited formal procedure for granting
relief in non—controversial cases.

The Board of Zoning Appeal has  endorsed the proposed zoning

amendment before you and requests youwr approval of this! proposal
at this time and when the matter comes before the Council.

CiIT¥izadminZ.mas — 1
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To the Honorable, the City Counc1l of the
City of Cambridge: CAMARIUGE, MASS.

The undersigned respectfully pray

the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Cambridge be amended as follows:

In Section 6.436, after the words, "the Board of Zonlng Appeal" insert the words,
"or the Zonlng Admlnlstrator. Delete the words, "a special permit" and substitute
the words, "conditional relief,"

In Section 6.441, paragraph (g) after the words, '"the Board of Zoning Appeal" insert
the words, "or the Zoning Administrator." Delete the words, "a special permit" and
insert the words, "conditional relief" in their place. Delete the words, "or (b)"
and insert the words, "(b) or (c)."

In Section 6.494, after the words, "The Board of Zoning Appeal. insert the words,
"or the Zoning Administrator." Delete the words, "by special permit" and insert
the words, '"by conditional relief."

In Section 8.22, delete paragraph (a) and substitute in place thereof the following:
"In an Office, Business or Industrial district, the Board of Zoning Appeal may grant

a special permit for the enlargement (but not the alteration) of a non-conforming use
providing any such enlargement is not further in violation of the dimensional require-
ments in Article 5.000 or the off-street parking and loading requirements in

Article 6.000."

In Section 8 22,.paragraph (c) after the word, "Residence" insert the words, "Office,
Business, or Industrial.” Delete the words, "may grant a special permit for" and
insert the words, "or the Zoning Administrator may permit by conditional relief,"

In Section 8.22, delete paragraph (d) and substitute in place thereof the following:
"The Zoning Administrator may permit the addition to a non-conforming one-, two-,

or three-family dwelling which will further violate the yard, height and floor area
ratio requirments of Article 5.000, provided that such addition does not extend
beyond the existing story immediately below it or above the existing roof line,"

In Article 10.000, after Section "10.10 The Board of Zoning Appeal", insert a
new designation, "10.20 Zoning Administrator." Renumber subsequent Sections,
"Appeals," "Variances," "Special Permits," "Repetitive Petitions" as Sections
"10.30," "10.40," "10.50" and "10.60" respectively.

In Article 10.000, Section 10.13, after paragraph (c), add a new paragraph, "(d)"
which shall read as follows: "To designate which types of requests for variances,
special permits, or amendments or extensions thereto it shall be within the authority
of the Zoning Administrator to decide."



After paragraph (d), add a new paragraph "(e)" which shall read as follows:

"To grant conditional relief where authorized by the Zoning Ordinance." After
paragraph (e) add a new paragraph "(f)" which shall read as follows: "To

hear and decide appeals from decisions of the Zoning Administrator in accordance
with Section 13 of Chapter 40A,"

After Section 10,17, insert a new Section "10,20 The Zoning Administrator"
which shall read as follows: ’

10.21

10,211

10.22

10.23

SECTION 10.20 ZONING ADMINISTRATOR

There shall be a Zoning Administrator, whose position shall be
established in accordance with Section 13 of Chapter 40A of the
General Laws (and all amendments thereto). The Zoning Administrator
shall be appointed by the City Manager under Section 104 of the

Plan E Charter and shall function within the Administration of the
Commissioner of Inspectional Services.

The Zoning Administrator shall have the qualifications set forth
in the zoning administrator position description on file with
the Department of Inspectional Services.

The purpose of this ordinance is to reorganize zonlng functions
under the aegis of the Department of Inspectlonal Services, to aid
in alleviating the backlog of administrative zoning cases, to
permit more expeditious hearing of certain zoning petitions, and
to allow the Planning Board and Board of Zoning Appeal to con-
centrate on more complex zoning issues,

Power and Duties

The Zoning Administrator shall have the following poers and duties:

To hear and decide applications for such special permits as are
designated within the Zoning Administrator's authority by the Rules
of Practice and Procedure of the Board of Zoning Appeal and the
Zoning Ordinance;

to hear and decide applications for such variances as are designated
withinhthe Zoning Administrator's authority by the Rules of Practice
and Procedure of the Board of Zoning Appeal and the Zoning Ordinance;

to grant extensions of valid variances or special permits which have
been granted by the Board of Zoning Appeal or Zoning Administrator;

to grant minor amendments to valid variances or special permits which
have been granted by the Zoning Administrator or the Board of
Zoning Appeal;

to review and judge applications for conditional rellef as permitted
by Section 10.26 of the Zoning Ordinance;

to adopt such rules of practice and procedure subject, to Board of

Zoning Appeal's approval as are deemed necessary to carry into
effect the provisions of this Ordinance.

Page 2



10.24

10.25

10.251

10.252

10.26

10.261

10.27

Applications

All applications made to the Zoning Administrator shall be in writing
on forms prescribed by the Zoning Administrator and shall contain the
specifics of the relief requested and supporting statements, All
applications shall be accompanied by such plans and other infor-
mation as the Zoning Administrator shall deem necessary. Submittal
requirements and hearing and meeitng procedures shall be contained

in the Board of Zoning Appeal Rules of Practice and Procedure,

Hearings

The Zoning Administrator shall consider any appeal for a variance or
special permit at a public hearing. Notice of such public hearings
shall be provided in the manner specified in Section 11 of Chapter 40A
of the General Laws. A record of all such hearings shall be kept.

Any application or petition filed with the Zoning Administrator
which has not been decided on within thirty-five days of the date of
filing shall be deemed denied,

Decisions

Every decision of the Zoning Administrator involving a request for a
variance or special permit shall be by determination Each such
determination shall be filed with the documents pertaining thereto

in the office of the Departmetn of Inspectional Services. Copies

of each determination shall be filed simultaneously in the Offices

of the City Clerk, the Planning Board and the Board of Zoning Appeal.
Periodic meetings shall be held between the Board of Zoning Appeal and
the Zoning Administrator for coordination of activities of the Zoning
Administrator with general policy direction.

Conditional Relief

The Zoning Administrator or the Board of Zoning Appeal may decide
whether certain land uses, additions or alterations to structures

as set forth in the Board of Zoning Appeal Rules of Practice and
Procedure shall require a Special Permit, a Variance or may be per-
mitted as Conditioned Relief, The Board of Zoning Appeal or the Zoning
Administrator shall base such decisions on criteria established in the
Board of Zoning Appeal's Rules of Practice and Procedure. All requests
for conditional relief shall be made on forms prescribed by the Zoning
Administrator or the Board of Zoning Appeal.

Conditional Relief Meetings

The Zoning Administrator shall consider all requests for conditional
relief at an open meeting. A record of all such meetings shall be
kept. Notice of such meetings shall be as prescribed in the Zoning
Administrator Section of the Rules of Practice and Procedure of the
Board of Zoning Appeal.

Decisions and Findings

Every decision or finding of the Zoning Administrator involving a
request for conditional relief shall be by determination. Each such

1Page 3



determination shall be filed with any documents pertaining thereto in
the Office of the Department of Inspectional Services. Copies of
each resolution shall be filed simultaneously with the Board of
Zoning Appeal and the Office of the City Clerk.

10;28 Recodsideration

Any party who believes that the Zoning Administrator's decision

was based on errors of fact can make a written request within fourteen
days of the Zoning Administrator's decision for a review of the
decision specifying the alleged errors. The Board of Zoning Appeal ,
following review of the record, may take such action as it deems
necessary., This may include an additional hearing before the

Zoning Administrator and/or a revision to the original decision.

10,29 Aggeals

Any person aggrieved by a decision, finding or order of the Zoning
Administrator, whether or not previously a party to the proceedings,
or any municipal office or board, may appeal to the Board of Zoning
Appeal as provided in Section 14 of Chapter 40A, within thirty days
after the decision of the Zoning Administrator has been filed in
the Office of the City Clerk,

In Section 11.13 after the words, "The Board of Zoning Appeal," insert the
words, "or the Zoning Administrator,"

Page 4
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To the Honorable, the City Councnl of the
City of Cambridge: CAMBRIUGE, MASS,

The undersigned respectfully pray

the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Cambridge be amended as follows:

In Section 6.436, after the words, "the Board of Zonlng Appeal insert the words,
"or the Zonlng Administrator." Delete the words, "a special permit" and substitute
the words, "conditional relief,"

In Section 6.441, paragraph (g) after the words, '"the Board of Zoning Appeal" insert
the words, "or the Zoning Administrator." Delete the words, "a special permit" and
insert the words, "conditional relief" in their place. Delete the words, "or (b)"
and insert the words, "(b) or (c)."

In Section 6.494, after the words, "The Board of Zoning Appeal" insert the words,
"or the Zoning Administrator." Delete the words, "by special permit" and insert
the words, '"by conditional relief."

In Section 8.22, delete paragraph (a) and substitute in place thereof the following:
"In an Office, Business or Industrial district, the Board of Zoning Appeal may grant

a special permit for the enlargement (but not the alteration) of a non-conforming use
providing any such enlargement is not further in violation of the dimensional require-
ments in Article 5.000 or the off-street parking and loading requirements in

Article 6.000."

In Section 8 22,.paragraph (c) after the word, "Residence" insert the words, "Office,
Business, or Industrial." Delete the words, "may grant a special permit for'" and
insert the words, "or the Zoning Administrator may permit by conditional relief,"

In Section 8.22, delete paragraph (d) and substitute in place thereof the following:
"The Zoning Administrator may permit the addition to a non-conforming one-, two-,

or three-family dwelling which will further violate the yard, height and floor area
ratio requirments of Article 5.000, provided that such addition does not extend
beyond the existing story immediately below it or above the existing roof line."

In Article 10.000, after Section "10.10 The Board of Zoning Appeal", insert a
new designation, "10.20 Zoning Administrator." Renumber subsequent Sections,
"Appeals," "Variances," "Special Permits," "Repetitive Petitions" as Sections
"10.30," "10.40," "10.50" and "10.60" respectively,

In Article 10.000, Section 10.13, after paragraph (c), add a new paragraph, "(d)"
which shall read as follows: "To designate which types of requests for variances,
special permits, or amendments or extensions thereto it shall be within the authority
of the Zoning Administrator to decide."



After paragraph (d), add a new paragraph "(e)" which shall read as follows:

"To grant conditional relief where authorized by the Zoning Ordinance," After
paragraph (e) add a new paragraph "(£f)" which shall read as follows: "To

hear and decide appeals from decisions of the Zoning Administrator in accordance
with Section 13 of Chapter 40A."

After Section 10,17, insert a new Section "10.,20 The Zoning Administrator"
which shall read as follows: '

10.21

10.211

10.22

10.23

SECTION 10,20 ZONING ADMINISTRATOR

There shall be a Zoning Administrator, whose position shall be
established in accordance with Section 13 of Chapter 40A of the
General Laws (and all amendments thereto). The Zoning Administrator
shall be appointed by the City Manager under Section 104 of the

Plan E Charter and shall function within the Administration of the
Commissioner of Inspectional Services.

The Zoning Administrator shall have the quallflcatlons set forth
in the zoning administrator position description on file with
the Department of Inspectional Services.

The purpose of this ordinance is to reorganize zoning functions
under the aegis of the Department of Inspectional Services, to aid
in alleviating the backlog of administrative zoning cases, to
permit more expeditious hearing of certain zoning petitions, and
to allow the Planning Board and Board of Zoning Appeal to con-
centrate on more complex zoning issues.

Power and Duties

The Zoning Administrator shall have the following poers and duties:

To hear and decide applications for such special permits as are
designated within the Zoning Administrator's authority by the Rules
of Practice and Procedure of the Board of Zoning Appeal and the
Zoning Ordinance;

to hear and decide applications for such variances as are designated
withinhthe Zoning Administrator's authority by the Rules of Practice
and Procedure of the Board of Zoning Appeal and the Zoning Ordinance;

to grant extensions of valid variances or special permits which have
been granted by the Board of Zoning Appeal or Zoning Administrator;

to grant minor amendments to valid variances or special permits which
have been granted by the Zoning Administrator or the Board of
Zoning Appeal;

to review and judge applications for conditional relief as permitted
by Section 10.26 of the Zoning Ordinance;

to adopt such rules of practice and procedure subject, to Board of

Zoning Appeal's approval as are deemed necessary to carry into
effect the provisions of this Ordinance.
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10.24

10.25

10,251

10.252

10.26

10.261

10.27

Applications

All applications made to the Zoning Administrator shall be in writing
on forms prescribed by the Zoning Administrator and shall contain the
specifics of the relief requested and supporting statements, All
applications shall be accompanied by such plans and other infor-
mation as the Zoning Administrator shall deem necessary. Submittal
requirements and hearing and meeitng procedures shall be contained

in the Board of Zoning Appeal Rules of Practice and Procedure.

Hearings

The Zoning Administrator shall consider any appeal for a variance or
special permit at a public hearing. Notice of such public hearings
shall be provided in the manner specified in Section 11 of Chapter 40A
of the General Laws., A record of all such hearings shall be kept.

Any application or petition filed with the Zoning Administrator
which has not been decided on within thirty-five days of the date of
filing shall be deemed denied, '

Decisions

Every decision of the Zoning Administrator involving a request for a
variance or special permit shall be by determination Each such
determination shall be filed with the documents pertaining thereto

in the office of the Departmetn of Inspectional Services. Copies

of each determination shall be filed simultaneously in the Offices

of the City Clerk, the Planning Board and the Board of Zoning Appeal.
Periodic meetings shall be held between the Board of Zoning Appeal and
the Zoning Administrator for coordination of activities of the Zoning
Administrator with general policy direction,

Conditional Relief

The Zoning Administrator or the Board of Zoning Appeal may decide
whether certain land uses, additions or alterations to structures

as set forth in the Board of Zoning Appeal Rules of Practice and
Procedure shall require a Special Permit, a Variance or may be per-
mitted as Conditioned Relief. The Board of Zoning Appeal or the Zoning
Administrator shall base such decisions on criteria established in the
Board of Zoning Appeal's Rules of Practice and Procedure. All requests
for conditional relief shall be made on forms prescribed by the Zoning
Administrator or the Board of Zoning Appeal.

Conditional Relief Meetings

The Zoning Administrator shall consider all requests for conditional
relief at an open meeting. A record of all such meetings shall be
kept. Notice of such meetings shall be as prescribed in the Zoning
Administrator Section of the Rules of Practice and Procedure of the
Board of Zoning Appeal.

Decisions and Findings

Every decision or finding of the Zoning Administrator involving a
request for conditional relief shall be by determination. Each such

Page 3

JU—



10.28

10.29

determination shall be filed with any documents pertaining thereto in
the Office of the Department of Inspectional Services, Copies of
each resolution shall be filed simultaneously with the Board of
Zoning Appeal and the Office of the City Clerk.

Recodsideration

Any party who believes that the Zoning Administrator's decision

was based on errors of fact can make a written request within fourteen
days of the Zoning Administrator's decision for a review of the
decision specifying the alleged errors. The Board of Zoning Appeal ,
following review of the record, may take such action as it deems
necessary, This may include an additional hearing before the

Zoning Administrator and/or a revision to the original decision.,

AEEeals

Any person aggrieved by a decision, finding or order of the Zoning
Administrator, whether or not previously a party to the proceedings,
or any municipal office or board, may appeal to the Board of Zoning
Appeal as provided in Section 14 of Chapter 40A, within thirty days
after the decision of the Zoning Administrator has been filed in
the Office of the City Clerk,

In Section 11.13 after the words, "The Board of Zoning Appeal,” insert the
words, "or the Zoning Administrator."
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To

From

Subject

CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
INTEROFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

City Council Members Date July 19,

Reference

Joseph E. Connarton 7?21(51

Deputy City Clerk

Ordinance Committee meeting.

This is to inform you that the Chairman of the Committee on
Ordinances has scheduled public hearings on Thursday, August 9,
1984 in the City Council Chamber as follows:

5:30 p. m. Petition of Lois Doerr, et al
to rezone land on Concord Avenue
and Birch Street from Residence B
to Industry A-1l.

6:00 p. m. Petition of the Board of Zoning
Appeal to include a new section
10.20 providing for a Zoning
Administrator as well as amend-
ments to the Zoning Ordinances
relative to the authority and
duties of the zoning administra-
tor.

Your kind attention in this matter will be greatly appreciated.

1984
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PUBLIC NOTICE:
c. ¢, 108 RELATIVE TO ZONING

ity of Qambridoge

MASSACHUSETTS
Office of the City Clerk.

Notice is hereby given that in accordance with the pro-
visions of Chapter 40A, Section 5 of the General Laws, Ter-
centenary Edition and amendments thereto, that the Committee.
on Ordinances, comprised of the entire membership of the City
Council, will hold a public hearing on Thursday, August 9, 1984
at 6:00 p. m. in the City Council Chamber, City Hall, Cambridge,
Massachusetts on a petition by the Board of Zoning Appeal of
the City of Cambridge to include a new Section "10.20 The
Zoning Administrator". The purpose of the amendment is to
establish the position of Zoning Administrator, who will be
appointed by the City Manager and whose position will be in
the Department of Inspecticnal Services. The Zoning Adminis-
trator shall have powers and duties to hear and decide applica-
tions for special permits and variances as designated within
his/her authority, to grant extensions of valid variances and
special permits, to grant minor amendments to valid variances
and special permits, to judge and review applications for con-
ditional relief as permitted and complete other duties as
designated within the Zoning Administrator's authority.
Amendments to the Zoning Ordinance are also included in this
petition and relate to the authority and duties of the Zoning
Administrator

Copies of this petition are on file in the Office of the
City Clerk, City Hall, Cambridge, Massachusetts.

All persons interested in this matter may appear at
this time and be heard.
For the Committee,

Councillor David E. Sullivan
Chairman.



After paragraph (d), add a new paragraph "(e)" which shall read as follows:

"To grant conditional relief where authorized by the Zoning Ordinance," After
paragraph (e) add a new paragraph "(f)" which shall read as follows: "To

hear and decide appeals from decisions of the Zoning Administrator in accordance
with Section 13 of Chapter 40A."

After Section 10.17, insert a new Section "10.20 The Zoning Administrator"
which shall read as-follows: '

SECTION 10.20 ZONING ADMINISTRATOR

10.21 There shall be a Zoning Administrator, whose position shall be
established in accordance with Section 13 of Chapter 40A of the
General Laws (and all amendments thereto). The Zoning Administrator
shall be appointed by the City Manager under Section 104 of the
Plan E Charter and shall function within the Administration of the
Commissioner of Inspectional Services.

10.211 The Zoning Administrator shall have the qualifications set forth
in the zoning administrator position description on file with
the Department of Inspectional Services.

10.22 The purpose of this ordinance is to reorganize zoning functions
under the aegis of the Department of Inspectional Services, to aid
in alleviating the backlog of administrative zoning cases, to
permit more expeditious hearing of certain zoning petitions, and
to allow the Planning Board and Board of Zoning Appeal to con-
centrate on more complex zoning issues.

10.23 Power and Duties

The Zoning Administrator shall have the following poers and duties:

To hear and decide applications for such special permits as are
designated within the Zoning Administrator's authority by the Rules
of Practice and Procedure of the Board of Zoning Appeal and the
Zoning Ordinance;

to hear and decide applications for such variances as are designated
withinhthe Zoning Administrator's authority by the Rules of Practice
and Procedure of the Board of Zoning Appeal and the Zoning Ordinance;

to grant extensions of valid variances or special permits which have
been granted by the Board of Zoning Appeal or Zoning Administrator;

to grant minor amendments to valid variances or special permits which
have been granted by the Zoning Administrator or the Board of
Zoning Appeal;

to review and judge applications for conditional relief as permitted
by Section 10.26 of the Zoning Ordinance;

to adopt such rules of practice and procedure subject, to Board of

Zoning Appeal's approval, as are deemed necessary to carry into
effect the provisions of this Ordinance.
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10.24

10.25

10.251

10.252

10.26

10.261

10.27

Decisions

Applications

All applications made to the Zoning Administrator shall be in writing
on fgrms prescribed by the Zoning Administrator and shall contain the
specifics of the relief requested and supporting statements., All
applications shall be accompanied by such plans and other infor-
mation as the Zoning Administrator shall deem necessary. Submittal
requirements and hearing and meeitng procedures shall ‘be contained

in the Board of Zoning Appeal Rules of Practice and Procedure,

Hearings

The Zoning Administrator shall consider any appeal for a variance or
special permit at a public hearing. Notice of such public hearings
shall be provided in the manner specified in Section 11 of Chapter 40A
of the General Laws. A record of all such hearings shall be kept.

Any application or petition filed with the Zoning Administrator
which has not been decided on within thirty-five days of the date of
filing shall be deemed denied, '

Every decision of the Zoning Administrator involving a request for a
variance or special permit shall be by determination Each such
determination shall be filed with the documents pertaining thereto

in the office of the Departmetn of Inspectional Services. Copies

of each determination shall be filed simultaneously in the Offices. .
of the City Clerk, the Planning Board and the Board of Zoning Appeal.
Periodic meetings shall be held between the Board of Zoning Appeal and
the Zoning Administrator for coordination of activities of the Zoning
Administrator with general policy direction.

Conditional Relief

The Zoning Administrator or the Board of Zoning Appeal may decide
whether certain land uses, additions or alterations to structures

as set forth in the Board of Zoning Appeal Rules of Practice and
Procedure shall require a Special Permit, a Variance or may be per-
mitted as Conditioned Relief., The Board of Zoning Appeal or the Zoning
Administrator shall base such decisions on criteria established in the
Board of Zoning Appeal's Rules of Practice and Procedure., All requests
for conditional relief shall be made on forms prescribed by the Zoning
Administrator or the Board of Zoning Appeal. *

Conditional Relief Meetings

The Zoning Administrator shall consider all requests for conditional
relief at an open meeting. A record of all such meetings shall be
kept. Notice of such meetings shall be as prescribed in the Zoning
Administrator Section of the Rules of Practice and Procedure of the
Board of Zoning Appeal.

Decisions and Findings

Every decision or finding of the Zoning Administrator involving a
request for conditional relief shall be by determination. Each such
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determination shall be filed with any documents pertaining thereto in
the Office of the Department of Inspectional Services, Copies of
each resolution shall be filed simultaneously with the Board of
Zoning Appeal and the Office of the City Clerk.

10;28 Recodsideration

Any party who believes that the Zoning Administrator's decision

was based on errors of fact can make a written request within fourteen
days of the Zoning Administrator's decision for a review of the
decision specifying the alleged errors. The Board of Zoning Appeal ,
following review of the record, may take such action as it deems
necessary. This may include an additional hearing before the

Zoning Administrator and/or a revision to the original decision.

10.29 Aggeals

Any person aggrieved by a decision, finding or order of the Zoning
Administrator, whether or not previously a party to the proceedings,
or any municipal office or board, may appeal to the Board of Zoning
Appeal as provided in Section 14 of Chapter 40A, within thirty days
after the decision of the Zoning Administrator has been filed in
the Office of the City Clerk.

In Section 11.13 after the words, "The Board of Zoning Appeal,” insert the
words, "or the Zoning Administrator." '
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To the Honorable, the City Coun::jxl of th‘j R ? H Sq
City of Cambridge: CAMBRIGGE, MASS,

June 8, 1984

The undersigned respectfully pray

the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Cambridge be amended as follows:

In Section 6.436, after the words, '"the Board of Zoning Appeal" insert the words,
"or the Zoning Administrator." Delete the words, "a special permit" and substitute
the words, "conditional relief."

In Section 6.441, paragraph (g) after the words, "the Board of Zoning Appeal" insert
the words, "or the Zoning Administrator." Delete the words, "a special permit" and
insert the words, "conditional relief" in their place. Delete the words, "or (b)"
and insert the words, "(b) or (c)."

In Section 6,494, after the words, "The Board of Zoning Appeal". insert.the words,
"or the Zoning Administrator." Delete the words, "by special permlt and insert
‘the words, "by conditional relief,"

In Section 8.22, delete paragraph (a) and substitute in place thereof the following:
"In an Office, Bu31ness or Industrial district, the Board of Zoning Appeal may grant

a special permit for the enlargement (but not the alteration) of a non-conforming use
prov1d1ng any such enlargement is not further in violation of the dimensional require-
ments in Article 5.000 or the off-street parking and loading requirements in

Article 6.000."

In Section 8 22,,paragraph (c) after the word, "Residence" insert the words, "Office,
Business, or Industrial." Delete the words, "may grant a special permit for" and
insert the words, "or the Zoning Administrator may permit by conditional relief,"

In Section 8.22, delete paragraph (d) and substitute in place thereof the following:
"The Zoning Admlnlstrator may permit the addition to a non-conforming one-, two-,
or three-family dwelling which will further violate the yard, height and floor area
ratio requirments of Article 5.000, provided that such addition does not extend
beyond the existing story 1mmed1ate1y below it or above the existing roof line,"

In Article 10.000, after Section "10.10 The Board of Zoning Appeal”, insert a
new designation, "10.20 Zoning Administrator." Renumber subsequeut Sections,
"Appeals,” "Variances," "Special Permits," "Repetitive Petitions" as Sections
"10.30," "10.40," "10. 50" and "10.60" respectively,

In Article 10. 000, Section 10.13, after paragraph (c), add a new paragraph, "(d)"
which shall read as follows: "To de51gnate which types of requests for variances,
special permits, or amendments or extensions thereto it shall be within the authority
of the Zoning Administrator to decide."



PETITION

of
for
No.
19
In City Council, 19
Referred to the Committee on
Attest:

City Clerk.



ANNE M. THOMAS

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW
19 WYMAN STREET
ARLINGTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02174
(617) 646-1147

August 3, 1984

Committee on Ordinances
Cambridge City Counci
City Hall , '
Cambridge, MA 02139

RE: Petition of the Board of Zoning Appeal
to include a new section 10.20 providing
for a Zoning Administrator as well as amendments to
the Zoning Ordinances relative to the authority
and duties of the zoning administrator

Dear Committee Members:

As a private attorney who has brought many petitions
before the Board of Zoning Appeals over the past nine years,
I would like to speak in favor of the above petition. Under
the present system, the Board of Zoning Appeals is obliged
to spend a great deal of time on matters which are
insignificant, unopposed, and for which relief in favor of
the petitioner is clearly going to be granted. Spending
time on these matters means that the more uncertain or
controversial cases must be dealt with in the midst of a
crowded docket, with issues frequently being discussed late
into the night. People are fatigued, witnesses leave, and it
is not a good situation all around. I have the greatest
respect for the Board of Zoning Appeal's ability to meet its
statutory obligations under these conditions and feel that it
could do an even better job, with less strain, if the
proposed amendment were adopted. It will, of course, be
extremely important to appoint someone like Richard Horgan
to the new position, who is knowledgeable, courteous, pays
attention to details, and is willing to work out a solution
which complies with the Ordinance and is also satisfactory
to the petitioning party. In my experience, the Board of
Zoning Appeal has always been an impartial, but friendly,
administrative body, and I feel the Zoning Administrator must
function similarly for the new position to be successful.

Yours very truly,

ATt 1, o |

Anne M. Thomas

AMT/afm



CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139
Tel. 498-9011

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
ROBERT W. HEALY .
City Manager June 11, 1984

To the Honorable, the City Council:

Enclosed please find copy of a petition requesting the
amendment of the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Cambridge. This pro-
posed amendment has the support of the Board of Zoning Appeal.

Very y yours,

Robert W. H
City Manager

RWH/mbf
Enc.



Agenda Item Number Eight

)- 13

Re: proposed amendment to the Zoning Ordin-
ances Re: the Board of Zoning Appeal.
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In City Council,

June 11, 1984
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