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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
' ?"'
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INTEROFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

F
.
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To The Honorable, The City Council Date June 24, 1988

f'°" Joseph e. connartonjC_ Reference
City Clerk

Subject

Refiling of Zoning petitions

I respectfully request the refiling of two zoning petitions as follcws:

1. Business C-l petition submitted by Councillor Duehay

2. Harvard Square pahjng relief moratoritn petition filed by
Philip lbwds, et al.

These refilings diP necessary due to the fact that the time line for these
' hearings is insufficient to allow the Ordinance Camiittee to proceed and consequently

without this efiling, said petitions would Ee void.

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.
4
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Comm. from Josep X .E·jConnarton, City Clerk,
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requesting the re'filtng of two zQning pµzti-
tionsm the first, suGmitteci by Counc(illor '

,
Duehay concerning' Bijiness C—l designa-
tion; the second ccmcerning a Harvard Sq.
Parking Relief Moratorium from philip Dowels ,
et al .
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City of Cambridge

In City Council July...25.,...1.988

The 0"dinance Committee

Zhe Comnittee on Ordinances, comprised of the entire membership of the
City'.Council conducted a public hearing on Wednesday, july 20, 1988

" bCginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Sullivan Chamber, City Hall. The purpose of
'

the hearing was to review the petition of philip towds, et al, entitled a
"Temµxary Moratorium on Relief from Parking Requirements".

Councillor William walsh, Chairman of the Cammittee, opened the
meeting and requested the petitioner to come forward.

At this time, the Comnittee heard from Mr. philip Dowds, who made a

brief statement outlining the need for strict adherence to parking
regulations provided within the Zoning Ordinances. He further stated that

'he believes too many "parking waivers"Mave been granted to developers by
the City and this petition would provide time to address the issue as a
policy matter. Furthermore, he stated that the shortage of short-term
(meter) parking has caused chronic illegal parking throughout the Harvard
Square area.

Also speaking in favor of the petition was Mr. john Pitkin of 18

Fayette Street, who stated the concern of the Mid-Cambridge NUghborhocR
Association regarding the lack of adequdt,e parking in Harvard Square.
Furthermore, he provided the Committee as an example of the problem the

, development currently ongoing at Mifflin Place, which based on zoning
requirements should provide thirty parking spaces, but in reality will
provide none, since the developer has provided mcmey to be allocated to the
Ciyt's Parking Fund.

Also speaking in favor of the petition were Ms. Iten Fales of llHilliard Street, Robert Edbrooke of 20 Prescott Street and Ralph Hughes of
' 1000 Massachusetts Avenue.

Cbuncillor Francis Duehay stated he was tired of the future of Harvard
Square being decided by Harvard University and the Harvard Square Business
Association; non-residents who own large pieces of property, he stated,
which provide them the right to object to a petition and cause a petition to
be adopted only with seven votes, is wrong.

Speaking in oppsition ot the petition was Ms. Sally Alcorn, Executive
Dixector of the Harvard Square Business Association.

At this time, Councillor Duehay moved the petition be forwarded to the
full City Council without recomnendation - and the motion prevailed.

The hearing was adjourned at 6:39 p.m.
'i

' AN1<
Chairman.
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October 11, 1988

To the Honorable, the City Council:

Subject: DOWDS, et al Petition to prohibit waiver or reduetion
in required parking in the Harvard Square Overlay District for
two years or until a eomprehenUve traffic inanagewent plan 13

adopted, whichever eolne3 fir3t.
Recommendation

The Planning Board does not reecmuiend adoption of the petition.
Findin&3
1

. The petition make3 reference to the need for short term
parking in Harvard Square for tho3e u3ing the 3erviee3 available
there. Without making any judgement3 regarding the need for such
3pace3, the exi3ting provi3on3 in the Harvard Square Overlay
Di3tri(jt or in Article 6.000 of the Zoning Ordinance Nhieh perwit
reduction3 or waivers of parking are essentially unrelated to the
provision of 3hort term parking. Waivem or reductions granted
in Harvard Square have been for parking spaces that are wade

available for commercial or office tenants on a long term (all
day) ba3is and are not intcnded to be made available for short
term u3e by the general public.
2

. Whatever the (jifficuitie3 currently identified in Harvard
Square relating to traffic: and parking they are unrelated to the
reduction3 in parking granted to date in the Square. No more
than forty spaces have been waived to date in buil(iing3 that have
been con3trueted and occupied (Coolidge Bank Building and 1280
Ma33achu3etts Avenue) .

A further 88 spaces have been waived by
the ?1anning Board for buildings which are yet to be constructed
and occupied.

! 3
. Harvard Square is the location in the city with the best

potential to encourage non-auto acce33 to new commercial
development. The Board find3 that the provi3ion3 allowing
waiver3 and reductions of parking have been judiciously used to
date to achieve a variety of public objectives and that the
flexibility to grant 3ueh reductions in the future in appropriate
eircumstanee3 13 desirable.

_m
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Public HearinR
\

A public hearing was held on the petition on June 21, 1988.
Tho3e who spoke in 3upport of the petition highlighted the need
for 3hort-term parking to 3erve retail eu3tomer3 and office
visitor3 coming to Harvard Square and a eolllprehen3ive 3trategy to
deal with traffic and parking i3sue3 in the Square and city-wide.
Those opposed to the petition emphasized the need for flexibility
in reviewing any request3 for reduction in parking and the link
between provi3ion of wore parking and increases in traffie"on
city 3treet3.

..

Re3peetfully 3ubl!litted for the

"?:::'Jaa6
,uPaul Dietrich, Chairman

.
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October 11, 1988

To the Honorable, the City Council: ..

Subject: DOWDS, et al Petition to prohibit waiver or reduction
in required parking in the Harvard Square Overlay District for
two years or until a eo[nprehen3ive traffic management plan 13

adopted, whichever eome3 fir3t.
Recommendation

The Planning Board does not recommend adoption of the petition.
Findin&s
1

. The petition make3 referenee to the need tor short terin
parking in Harvard Square for tho3e u3ing the 3ervice3 available
there. Without making any judge[llent3 regarding the need tor such
3paee3, the exi3ting provi3on3 in the iiarvarci Square Overlay
District or in Article 6.000 of the Zoning Ordinance Nhich permit
reductions or waiver3 of parking are es3entially unrelated to the
proviUon of short term parking. Waivem or reduction3 granted
in Harvard Square have been for parking 3paee3 that are made

available for commercial or office tenant3 on a long term (all
day) ba3i3 and are not intended to be made available for short
term u3e by the general public.
2

. Whatever the difficulties currently identified in Harvard
Square relating to traffic and parking they are unrelated to the
reduction3 in parking granted to date in the Square. No wore
than forty spaee3 have been waived to date in building3 that have
been eon3trueted and occupied (Coolidge Bank Building and 1280
Ma33achusetts Avenue). A further 88 3paees have been waived by
the Planning Board for buildings which are yet to be eon3tructed
and occupied.

3
. Harvard Square 13 the location in the city with the best

potential to encourage non-auto aeee33 to new eoinmereial
development. The Board find3 that the provi3ions allowing
waivers and reduction3 of parking have been judiciously used to
date to achieve a variety of public objectives and that the
flexibility to grant 3ueh reduction3 in the future in appropriate
(jireulllstanee3 is de3irable.

_u
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Public Hearinj'j
r

A public hearing wa3 held on the petition on June 21, 1988.
Tho3e who 3poke in 3upport of the petition highlighted the need
for Uiort-term parking to 3erve retail eu3tol!ler3 and office
visitom coining to Harvard Square and a eompreherwive strategy to
deal with traffic and parking i33ue3 in the Square and city-wide.
Those opposed to the petition emphasized the need for flexibilityin reviewing any request3 for reduction in parking and the linkbetween proviUon of more parking and increa3es in traffie'oncity 3treet3.

-.

Respeettully 3ubmitted for the
Planning Board
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October 11, 1988

To the Honorable, the City Couneil: T- "

; Subject: DOWDS, et al Petition to prohibit waiver or reduction
in required parking in the Harvard Square Overlay District for
two years or until a eoinprehenUve traffic managewent plan 13

adopted, whichever eo[ne3 f'ir3t.
Recommendation

The Planning Board doe3 not recommend adoption of the petition.
FindinR3
1

. The petition l!lake3 referenee to the need for short term
parking in Harvard Square for tho3e uUng the serviee3 available
there. Without making any judgements regarding the need for such
3paee3, the existing provi3on3 in the Harvard Square Overlay
District or in Article 6.000 of the Zoning Ordinance which permit
reduetion3 or waivers of parking are essentially unrelated to the
provision of 3hort term parking. Waivem or reduetion3 granted
in Harvard Square have been for parking spaee3 that are made

available for commercial or office tenants on a long term (all
day) ba3is and are not intended to be made available for short

1

term u3c by the general public.
2 . Whatever the difficulties currently identified in Harvard
Square relating to traffie and parking they are unrelated to the
reduction3 in parking granted to date in the Square. No more
than forty 3paces have been waived to date in building3 that have
been con3tructed and occupied (Coolidge Bank Building and 1280
Ma33acchu3ett3 Avenue). A further 88 3pace3 have been waived by
the Planning Board for buildings which are yet to be eon3tructed
and occupied.

3
. Harvard Square 13 the location in the city with the best

potential to encourage non-auto aeee3s to new commercial
development. The Board find3 that the provi3ions allowing
waivem and reduetiorw of parking have been judiciously u3ed to
date to achieve a variety of public objectives and that the
flexibility to grant 3uc)h reductions in the future in appropriate
eircumstanee3 13 desirable.
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Public Hearin8

A public hearing wa3 held on the petition on June 21, 1988.
Those who spoke in mipport of the petition highlighted the need
for Utort-term parking to 3erve retail eu3tower3 and officevi3itor3 coining to Harvard Square and a eowpreherwive 3trategy to
deal with traffic and parking i3sue3 in the Square and city-wide.
Those oppo3ed to the petition emphasized the need for flexibilityin reviewing any request3 for reduction in parking and the linkbetween provi3ion of more parking and increa3es in traffic 'on
city 3treet3.

+"

Respectfully 3ubulitted for the
Planning Board
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October 11, 1988

To the Honorable, the City Couneil: ..

Subject: dowds, et al Petition to prohibit waiver or reduetion
in required parking in the Harvard Square Overlay District for
two years or until a comprehensive traffic management plan 13

adopted, whichever ecl[ne3 fir3t.
Recommendation

The Planning Board doe3 not recommend adoption of the petition.
FindinRs
1

. The petition make3 reference to the need for short term"

- parking in Harvard Square for tho3e uUng the 3erviee3 available
there. Without making any judgeuients regarding the need tor such
3paces, the exiHing provi3on3 in the Earvard Square Overlay
District or in Article 6.000 of the Zoning Ordinance Nhieb permit
reduction3 or waivem of parking are es3entially unrelated to the

i

provi3ion of Miort term parking. Waivers or reductions granted
in Harvard Square have been for parking 3paces that are wade

available for commercial or office tenant3 on a long term (all
day) basis and are not intended to be wade available tor short
term u3c by the general public.
2

. Whatever the ditfieultie3 currently ideutifiei in Harvard
Square relating to traffic and parking they are unrelated to the
reduetion3 in parking granted to date in the Square. No more
than forty space3 have been waived to date in buildings that have
been constructed and occupied (Coolidge Bank Building and 1280

Ma3saehu3etts Avenue). A further 88 3pa¢e3 have been waived by
the Planning Board for buildings which are yet to be eon3tructed
and occupied.

3
. Harvard Square 13 the location in the city with the best

potential to encourage non-auto aeee3s to new commercial
development. The Board find3 that the proviUons allowing
waivers and reduetion3 of parking have been judiciously u3ed to
date to achieve a variety of public objective3 and that the
flexibility to grant 3ueh reduetion3 in the future in appropriate1

circuln3tances is desirable.
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Public Hearinfl

A public hearing was held on the petition on june 21, 1988.
Those who spoke in 3upport of the petition highlighted the need
for Miort-terin parking to serve retail eu3to!ner3 and office
viUtors coming to Harvard Square and a coInprehen3ive 3trategy to
deal with traffic and parking i3sue3 in the Square and city-wide.
Those oppQ3ed to the petition emphasized the need for flexibility
in reviewing any request3 for reduction in parking and the link
between provi3ion of more parking and inccreases in traffie'on
city 3treet3.

Be3pe(jtfully 3ubmitted for the
Planning Board
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

ROBERT W. HEALY

City Manager

Richardc. rossi October 17, 1988
Deputy City Manager

To the Honorable, the City Council:

Enclosed please find copy of the Cambridge Planning Board"s recom-

mendation relative to the Dowds, et al Petition to prohibit waiver or

reduction in required parking in the Harvard Square Overlay District for two

years or until a comprehensive traffic management plan is adopted.

Very tr y yours , ,

"

K,,
,m

...... .

Robert W. He

City Manager

RWH/mbf

Enc.

i,



Agenda Item No. 12

Re: enclosed Planning Board recommendation
on the Dowds, et al Petition to prohibit
waiver or reduction in required parking in
the Harvard Sq. Overlay District for two

'
years or until a comprehensive traffic manage—
merit plan is adopted.r'-

tT ,

.

In City Council,

October 17, 1988
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" City of Cambridge

In City Council J.uly...25.,...1.988

.

The Ordinance
,

Committee

'I1ie Cormittee on Ordinances, comprised of the entire membership of the
City Council conducted a public hearing on Wednesday, july 20, 1988
beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Sullivan Chamber, City Hall. The purpose of
the hearing was to review the petition of Philip,1owds, et al., entitled a
"Temporary Moratorhmon Relief from Parking.Reqyirements'".

\

'Counci'llor William'Walsh, Chairman-of the Ccmmittee, 'opened-tlie."
meeting and requested the petitioner to come forward.

.

At this time, the Comnittee heard from Mr. philip Dowds, who made a

brief statement outlining the need for strict adherence to parking
regulations provided within the Zoning Ordinances. He further stated that
he believes too many "parking waivers" have been granted to developers by
the City and this petition would provide time to address the issue as a
policy matter. Furthermore, he stated that the shortage of short-term
(meter) parking has caused chronic illegal parking throughout the Harvard
Square area.

Also speaking in favor of the petition was Mr. john Pitkin of 18 .'

Fayette Street, who stated the concern of the Mid-Cambridge Neighborh'cxxi
Association regarding the lack of adequate parking in Harvard Square. '

Furthermore, he provided the Comnittee as an example of the problem the
development currently ongoing at Mifflin Place, whZch based on zoning
requirements should provide thirty parking spaces, but in reality will
provide none, since the developer has provided money to be allocated to the

.

Ciyt's Parking Fund. ' '
,

Also speaking in favor of the petition were Ms. Iten Fales of llHilliard Street, Robert Edbrooke of 20 prescott Street and Ralph Hughes of
100'0 Massachusetts Avenue.

Councillor Francis Ouehay stated he was tired of the future of Harvard
Square'being decided by Harvard University and the Harvard Square Business
Association; non-residents who own large pieces of property, he stated,
which provide them the right to object to' a petition and cause a petition to
be adopted only with seven votes, is wrong.

Speaking in oppsition ot the petition was Ms. Sally Alcorn, Executive
Oirector of the Harvard Square Business Association.

,

At this time, Councillor Duehay moved tfje petition be forwarded to the
full City Council without recomnendation - and the motion prevailed. "

The hearing was adjourned at 6:39 p.m.

For the Committee

' Councillor William H. Walsh
'

.
Chairmai\.
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City of Cambridge

In Citf/ Council J.uly...25.,...1.988

The Ordinance Committee

'Me Conunittee on Ordinances, comprised OF the entire membership of the
City Council conducted a public hearing on Wednesday, july 20, 1988
beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Sullivan Chamber, City Hall. The purpose of
the hearing was to review the petition of philip Dowds, et-al, entitled a
"TelnExjrar·y Moratorium on Reli,e,f from Pa·rking,-Reqyirements':.

' i

'Counci'llor William'Wa'lsh, Chairman'of the Committee, opened-the.'
meeting and requested the petitioner to cane forward.

.

. At this time, the Comnittee heard from Mr. philip Dowds, who made a

brief statement outlining the need for strict adherence to parking
regulations provided within the Zoning Ordinances. He further stated that
he believes tcxj many "parking waivers" have been granted to developers by
the City and this petition would provide time to address the issue as a

policy matter. Furthermore, he stated that the shortage of short-term -

(meter) parking has caused chronic illegal parking throughout the Harvard
Square area.

Also speaking in favor of the. petition was Mr. john Pitkin of 18
'

.

Fayette Street, who stated the concern of the Mid-Cambridge Neighborliood
Association regarding the lack of adequate parking in Harvard Square.
Furthermore, he provided the Comnittee as an example of the problem the
development currently ongoing at Mifflin place, whZch based on zoning

' requirements should provide thirty parking spaces, but in reality will
provide none, since the developer has provided money to be allocated to the

.
Ciyt's Parking Fund.

Also sFeaking in favor of the petition were Ms. Iten Fales of llHilliard Street, Robert Edbrmke of 20 Prescott Street.and Ralph Hughes of,'

1000 Massachusetts Avenue.

Councillor Francis ouehay stated he was tired of the future of Harvard
Square'being decided by Harvard University and the Harvard Square Business
Association; non-residents who own large pieces of property,, he stated,
which provide them the right to object to a petition and cause a petition to
be adopted only with seven votes, is wrong.

Speaking in oppsition ot the petition was Ms. Sally Alcorn, Executive
Oirector of the Harvard Square Bus,iness Association.

At this time, Councillor Duehay moved the petition be forwarded to the-

full City Council without recomne'ndation - and the motion prevailed.

The hearing was adjourned at 6:39 p.m.

For the Cbmmittee

i

Councillor William H. Walsh
Chairman.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

C.C.fO6 RELATIVE TO ZONING

(Etty nf €anibtibµ
MASSACHUSETTS

Office of the City Clerk.

Notice is hereby given that in accordance with the provisions of
Chapter 40A, Section 5 of the General Laws, Tercentenary Edition and
amendments thereto, that the Committee on Ordinances, comprised of the entire ,

membership of the City Council, will hold a public hearing on WedneSday,

july 20, 1988 at 5:30 p.m. in the Sullivan Chamber, City Hall, Cambridge,
Massachusetts on a petition by Phillip Dowds, et al to amend the text of the
Zoning Ordinance in Section 11.50 - Harvard Square Overlay District by creat-
ing a new Subsection 11.546 entitled "Temporary Moratorium on Relief from
Parking Requirements." "The Subsection provides that within the Harvard
Square Overlay District, no city board or agency shall grant any form of
relief, including but not limited to waivers, special permits, exemptions,
reductions, and deductions from, the parking requirements of Article 6.000 and

subsection 6.36 of the Zoning Ordinance. This moratorium on the granting of
relief shall remain in force from the date of this adoption until such
time as the Cambridge City Council makes specific finding that the parking
planning study is undertaken, updated and makes plausible projections for
future traffic and parking loads, and puts forward a range of alternatives and
suggestions for dealing with and mitigating traffic and parking problems over
time, and that substantial progress has been made in the Cnforcernent of parking
rules in the Harvard Square area or else two years elapse frc:in the date of
adoption of this Ordinance at which time this subsection shall be automatically
deZeted from Section 11.50, unless it is re-adopted by specific action of the
City Council."

Copies of this petition are on file in the Office of the City Clerk,
City Hall, Cambridge, Massachusetts.

All persons interested in this matter may appear at this time and
be heard.

For the Committee,

Councillor William H. Walsh,
Chairman.



REcavpbY
(1FH¢EQFCcTYCLERK

1%6 JltZO m' 1G July 20, 1988

'CAMBRIDGEMA.

TO: John E. Flynn
Deputy City Clerk

FROM: Kevin T. McI) vitt, Chairman
Board of Assessors

In reply to your memo of July 14, 1988, please be advised

that we have, this day, forwarded to Joan Lastovica, City

Engineer, the written protest to the Phillip Dowds parking

requirement petition.

:
t



July 14, 1988

TO: John E. Flynn
Deputy C'ty Clerk

FROM: Kevin T. HcDevitt, Chairman
Board of Assessors

In reply to your memo of J'uly 12, 1988, please be advised

that we have, this day, forwarded to Joan Lastovica, City

Engineer, the written protest to the Phillip Dowds parking

requirement petition.

.

yN39Ql»gh'v3

90 'E hid SI ur ,¶9ci
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"' OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CITY HALL, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS02139

(617) 498-9017

JOSEPH E. CONNARTON
CITY CLERK

JOHN E. FLYNN
DEPUTY CITY CLERK

july 14, 1988

q
q

TO: The Board of Assessors

FROM: john E. Flynn, Deputy City Clerk
qel?

SUBjECT: Written protest to the petition of Phillip Dcwds, et al

Attached you will find a written protest signed by 12 persons to the
petition of Phillip DjWCis, et al, as received by this office.

As you will note, I have attached two copies of the written protest, and
would request j/'ou to verify the property ownership and include the Block/Lot
identification effected in order that I may properly inform the City Council as
to the number of votes required to adopt the petition.

.C

Please forward one copy of the attested owners to my office and the
second to the City Engineer's Office.

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

jEF/mh
Enclosures
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joseph e. Connarton
City Clerk
City of Cambridge
795 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge,'Massachusetts 02139

Dear M. Connarton:

We, tmi undersigned Cambridge landowners, oppose in its'

entirety the changes.in the Cambridge Zoning. Ordinance and zoning""""
Map-proposed by phillip Dowds-and ethers·-which, amcng ether '""-' --.":'-""
things, would prohibit any city board. or agency from granting"'any
waiver, special permit, exemption, reduction, deduction, or other
relief from the parking requirements of mticle 6.00 and
subsection 6.36 of the Zoning Ordinance, such prohibition to
remain in effect for two years or until the City Council makes

certain findings with respect to parking in the Harvard Square
area.

" Massachusetts Genetal Laws Chapter 40A, Section 5, szates
generally that no zoning ordinance can be adopted except by a

two-thirds vote of the City Council. For Cambridge, this would
mean six councilors. The statue provides that prior to'final
approval of a change to the ordinance, if there is a written
protest stating the reasons for the protest, signed by "the
owners of twenty percent or more of the area of the land proposed
to be included in such change, or of the area of the.land
immediately adjacent extending three hundred feet therefrom,"
then a three-fourths vote (7 counciAors) wouldbe necessary to--
enact the proposed change to the ordinance. We are owners of
real estate which will be affected by the proposed changes and we """"
now so file such a protest. -- " """"'""" " "'"'".

,,...

We oppose the proposed amendment to the Cambridge Zoning "

,

"

Ordinance and Zoning Map because it does not serve the best
interests of the City of' Cambridge. The amendment would deny the
planning Board and Board of Appeals the ability to encourage the
use of public transportation by adjusting parking requirements
for projects near public transportation. It would cause
overdevelopment of parking structures; would prevent the zoning

"

Boards from encouraging and approving creative collective
solutions to problems of parking and traffic congestion involving
more than one project; and would prohibit the zoning Boards from
exercising their statutory rights to adjust zoning requirements

1'

to avoid hardship to landowners and inappropriate development.

Date Name of Owner or Aqent Property Address(es)
gL'E}b j,Sdl,n/i)t7" ;;;'"~""3

^ k.-
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joseph Z. Ccjnnarton
City Clerk
City of Cambridge
795 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge,··Massachusetts 02!39

Dear m. Connarton:

.. We, the undersigned Cambridge landowners, oppose in itsentirety the changes in the Cambridge Zonihg Ordinance and zoninq
, .Map'proposed by ph±1li? Dowds-ar.d others'"-whieh. 3=eng"e=gr '- -·"-

'"

things, would prohibit any city boarO or agency from granting any
waiver, special permit, exemption, reauction, deduction, or other
relief from the parking requirements of Article 6.00 and
subsection 6.36 OZ the Zoning Ordinance, such !?roilibition to
remain in effect for two years or until the City Council makes
certain findings with respect to parking in the Harvard Square
area.

' Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40A, Section 5, s:ates
generally that no zoning ordinance can be adopted except by a

two-thirds vote of the City Council. For Cambridge, this would
mean six councilors. The statue provides that prior to final '"

approval of a change to the ordinance, if there is a written
protest stating the reasons For the protest, signed by "the'
owners of twenty percent or more of the area of the land proposed

,,to be included in such change,--or.of the-area of the land T _ ' \irmediately-adjacent extending,three hundred feet therefrom,": ""- -.-'.:.. .

then a three-fourths vote (7 councilors) would be necessary to"'" "'-m-

enact the proposed change-to the ordinance. We are owners of """ ""
:

real estate vhich will be affected by"the proposed changes and we--- ---

now so ftle 'such a protest. '"' .
'

. . """""""'""""""
K

We oppose the proposed amendment to the Cambridge Zoning'"""" ""'"""
Ordinance and Zoning Map because it does not serve the best
interests of the City of Cambridge. The amendment would denV the
planning Board and Board of Appeals the ability to encourage the
use of public transportation by adjusting parking requirements
for projects near public transportation. It would cause
overdevelopment of parking structures; would prevent the zoning
Boards from encouraging and approving creative collective
solutions to problems of parking and traffic congestion involving
more than one project; and would prohibit the zoning Boards from i
exercising their statutory rights to adjust zoning requirements
to avoid hardship to landowners and inappropriate development.

Date Name of Owner or Aqent Property Mdress(es)
b/1d/b &<gj{<,, ,.""ty~" " f /m>777u"c"
' 'A 4,Ai X i"'f7 " /S ,C?/'jq77zu 4^·

"-a~

" ' " ' k
~1 .

':t""
..

C



+

R

«

r
.

P

/""

f<' joseph E. Connarton
?age 2

g
d

-.-". _Ed.t.e_ Naxe of Owner or Ment · : >ropert'T'Address( es )
,µ

l/Z',% '¶:'A/1- ^+"-^kmr /.:;yrEz:(mmLu" St
'

" //^l:L//'S£K '
/- ) :J". C/c. ">7-.

: Li'::%(% ,';!2'y":A"i
= "am:: ui1_ Sb CL~~S,-S ·

4/" " hi ¥'L'q~-m·i 3 (SFIl -p)^r.4&. - 33 &.m
c/b" Am) ·'1 L"=L a4" "'="f'" "" ""

f'vz L,'iA/Cum k-{4aK "G-/z3 U+p 4ju,, ^-4)"" I'""" "-b -'m";,
Z.L Ii?j pl-— ' fi / Jj4 't-m'A " hit J"L"u," ¶jlt" Q!, ntr Sf-

1("" (?Al4{" flu- i"-"!j iyr QM
.G'j-2- cka yh,"lc tk-l« C.trF °ik

cy"" ¶/1 »vL ?ALfd'~ :J Q 14dl7 QiC C+.

b)L.3 td&-,S Lt^4»1= 'i4 µLil1a..g
L'/l-' L¢guH':m·.:1.eAtt= 4" &easr
L/e3 \AEAurj]i, s'Au= Y77 rnAabr
zLz' t(/uugtmµAi'= n.-it t4tt< Pm.

jjj Ij"j3' ,':"At)i's: '

lir jilt i"~tj ;:,=ym
">J

/r<4,.aL-4'1 ArjC'l.' ft - "" '<~7" C""
,

?4 /jjj1,!ai



C

P

.

: »qj0 0 p

.

. . ,

-

.

Dijc2 Na=2 CF Qwrie: qc Ace¶ ?scDert"/ Addeus(s)
1/"' ijuut n'. ikt; f &u~c ae4~ ,, (t4.

0

P

. ,..
~ ·
. ~

:> Cm -
'

'
° = _

.,€~
"0~ -

"
· '

"- ., 6.. - = _
.. ^: "' -

- .... +." ~ ·
·

.
·

~ )

> ' :r · .V ~".&b
9

-. .' :"U m'rj -% m-. 5%,, ". "¶1~"" "

+
'

· · t" "b : "" " ' :

0

,

it
t

P

.

.. . . .. .-.

¶



Y

F

±

,

'

""
'

"""°'i'jj"::,!::

'k

joseph e. Connarton
City Clerk ',

City of Cambridge
795 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139 l
Dear Fir. Connarton:

We, the undersigned Cambridge landowners, oppose in its
entirety the changes in the Cambridge Zoning Ordinance and Zoning
-Map proposed by phillip !?cm'ds and others which, among other
things, would prohibit any city board or agency from granting any
waiver, special permit, exemption, reduction, deduction, or other
relief from the parking requirements of Article 6.00 and
subsection 6.36 of the Zoning Ordinance, such prohibition to
remain in effect for two years or until the City Council makes
certain findings with respect to parking in the Harvard Square
area.

' Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40A, Section 5, states
generally that no zoning ordinance can be adopted except by a

two-thirds vote of the City Council. For Cambridge, this would
mean six councilors. The statue provides that prior to final
approval of a change to the ordinance, if there is a written
protest stating the reasons for the protest, signed by "the .,

owners of twenty percent or more of the area of the land proposed
to be included in such change, or of the area of the land
immediately adjacent extending three hundred feet therefrom,"
then a three-fourths vote (7 councilors) would be necessary to
enact the proposed change to the ordinance. We are owners of
real estate which will be affected by the proposed changes and we
now so file such a protest.

we oppose the proposed amendment to the Cambridge Zoning
Ordinance and Zoning Map because it does not serve the best
interests of the City of Cambridge. The amendment would deny the ""
Planning Board and Board of Appeals the ability to encourage the
use of public transportation by adjusting parking requirements
for projects near public transportation. It would cause
overdevelopment of parking structures; would prevent the zoning
Boards-from encouraging and approving creative collective
solutions to problems of parking and traffic congestion involving

' more than one project; and would prohibit the zoning Boards from
exercising their statutory rights to adjust zoning requirements
to avoid hardship to landowners and inappropriate development.

Date Name of Owner or Agent Property Address(es)

'/"/" fl"Sj "y"::A"{"t
S
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T CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

.
%

' INTEROFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

To Nancy Camey Date july 12, 1988
'

Assessors Ikpt.

From john E. Flynn Reference
Ikputy City Clerk

'

·. Subject
Ph"itten protest to the Phillip Ibds ,parking requittneMs petition.

t

Enclosed you will find two copies of the written protest to the Phillip RMS

parking requiranert petition.

: hbuld you kindly certify the omership of the property and mt a copy

to the Engineering Dept.

Your kind attention in this matter will be geatly appreciated.

b

I
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C,Zi·i8?,10(iE i'iAjun, 21, 1988

joseph E. Connarton
City Clerk
City of Cambridge
795 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139

Dear Flr. Connarton:

We, the undersigned Cambridge landowners, oppose in its entirety the
changes in the Cambridge zoning Ordinance and Zoning Map proposed by
phillip Dowds and others which, among other things, would prohibit any city
board or agency from granting any waiver, special permit, exemption,
reduction, deduction, or other relief from the parking requirements of
Article 6.00 and subsection 6.36 of the Zoning Ordinance, such prohibition
to remain in effect for two years or until the City Council makes certain
findings with respect to parking in the Harvard Square area.

Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40A, Section 5, states generally
that no zoning ordinance can be adopted except by a two-thirds vote of the
City Council. For Cambridge, this would mean six councilors. The statute -

provides that proper to final approval of a change to the ordinance, ifthere is a written protest stating the reasons for the protest, signed by
"the owners of twenty percent or more of the area of the land proposed to
be included in-r,SuCh change, or of the are of the land imediately adjacent
extending three hundred feet therefrom," then a three-fourths vote (7
councilors) would be necessary to enact the proposed change to the
ordinance. We are owners of real estate which will be affected by the
proposed changes and we now so file such a protest.

We oppose the proposed amendment to the Cambridge zoning Ordinance and
Zoning Map because it does not serve the best interests of the City of
Cambridge. The amendment would deny the Planning Board and the Board of
Appeals the ability to encourage the use of public transportation by
adjusting parking requirements for projects near public transportation. Itwould cause overdevelopment of parking structures; would prevent the zoning
Boards from encouraging and approving creative collective solutions to
problems of parking and traffic congestion involving more than one project;
and would prohibit the zoning Boards from exercising their statutory rights
to adjust zoning requirements to avoid hardship to landowners and
inappropriate development.

PRESIDENT AND FELLOWS
OF HARVARD COLLEGE

f

By)))l
,
dAQiL

By Cqc'-.lc~ .

Attached is a list of property owned by Harvard.
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- k " Ad d r 122iz3 Owner (S) ' At !2a At:s. tz.e 'zlq" f. Map
'

Number Lil uc
1·': !,cjt

? Bow F'FHC 6355 133 C 7
13 Bow F'FHC

.
11552 133 C 4

1 3 Bl7w F'FHC 7'?(-,7 1 33 C 5
3 i. Bciw F'FHC 32 :L Ci 1 33 C 7
3"l Bcjl·j F'FHC 1 17f:)" 1. 33 C 6
47 Bcm F'FHC 47CL36 1 tj(:) B 6i;;;i

51 Etratt I e F'FHC 14951 169 C 1 4

21 Church F'FHC 1536 1C'S' C 8
32 C|"Ltrr-h 'F'FHC 5Q72 1 e+:' EB (32

35 Church F'FHC 3 1 774 ICY? C ll::)

51. Dunst2r F'FHC 4 :!. 313 162 C 7

52 Dunstze F'FHC 6CR75 1t52 E 4S'

6'? Dunzter F'FHC 7 1 65 162 D 32
12 Hol ','cjj.:"2 F'FHC 935b 1[Z(:! C 31,3

It-. Ho1 ,'oke F'FHC cZ:?97 1 ifjO C 37
2S' Hol yok"E? F'FHC 3i"4Ci ii5 1 A i
31 Holyoke F'FHC 5[:)91 1 62 E b3

1 Holyoke F'1 F'FHC 623'? 16 '. ,a 3
"? Hcilvok:e PI F'FHC 7410 lb 1 A 4

6(:) JFK F'FHC 3552 1e32 D 35
5 Linden F'FHC 597Ci 1tbO C 54

1328 F1a·zs. Ave F'FHC 2Ci29 i. acj C 23
1350 Mc\es. Ave F'FHC 74'?13 1,50 D 1 4

1201 Mazis. Ave F'FHC 3t:)';'(::k2 134 B 1

1 256 Mas s . f'ive F'fhc '?347 1.33 C 53
1304 Maszn Ave F'FHC '?1 16 1 bi:! C 27

2 Mt. Auburn F'FHC 1 4El 1t:) 132 A 1 38
6 PIt. Auburn F'FHC 4493 132 A 1 22
8 Mt. Auburn F'FHC ?',"47 132 A 135

10 Mi:. Ruburta F'FHC 77E': ' 1. 32 A '?7

56 Mt. Auburn F'FHC 1 5865 161 Et 131

63 Mtw Auburn F'FHC 14347 IbO C 3Ci

72 Flt . Auburn "'FHC 4QL"X"! 162 E 1 1

90 Mt. Auburn F'FHC 3212 1CjZ' C 68
92 Mt . Auburn F'FHC 2335 122 C 5

1 10 Mt. Auburn F'FHC 1 7578 165 B 3'1

122 Mt n jaij.L7urn F'FHC :1 875Ci 1 ,25 Ei ·':j..,

12.a Fit. Auburn FFHC iZ53313 1c55 P 313

134 Mt. Auburn F'FHC ' 33 't 2 :1. ,'Zb Ei :"35

2 Nutting F'FHC 27bC' 1Gt5 B 73
12 F'lympton F'FHC 5'..'7 1 :33 C 56
12 F'lyinpton F'FHC 5Ci'7 133 C' 5'1

22 PI ympton F'FHC 42. :!. ,2: 133 C E3

6:1 F'lympton F'FHC 2ab17 1il: : 1 B Gi3 ·

F: :i. dgel y Court F'FHC 2263 i CjC' C 36 .

17 Scmth F'FHC 'i3137 162 D 53
19 South F'FHC :1 59Ci 16:2 D 51
2 1 Sm-tth F'FHC 2C'4O 1ti2 D 52
.L2 St:jr'"v F'!"HC : 2322 1 il;o2 E:

'
!.=:Z

t
41 !.8i.nthrap F'FHC 4€?CiCi j.i-52 E " 14
65 14inthrup F'FHC 2429 1cb2 C 48
67 Wini:'irop F'FHC " 24C'? 1cS2 C" 47
98 l'ji nthrop F'FHC '34ij5 1 (!j:2 A :i. 8

Bj ," 20 ." 13t3

L
_ __ _ _ _____ ___ _ __ _ _ _ _ A J
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OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK

CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CITY HALL, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139
i

"

(617) 498-9017

JOSEPH E. CONNARTON

CITY CLERK

JOHN £"FLYNN

DEPUTY CITY CLERK

lure 24, 1%

To Khan It May Concern:

Enclosed you will 'find a copy of hearing scheduled before the Ccmnittee

on Ordinances Tor \Qainesday, july 20, !9EE3 at 5:30 p. m. in the Sullivan Chanter,

City Hall, Camricjge, Massachusetts on the petition of Philip lbds, et al to aimj

the text of the Zoning Ordinances in Settion 11.50 - Harvard Square Overlay District

by creating a 113/ subsection 1!.546 entitled entitled "TaTpjra:y ibratoriw on mjief

fran Parking Lquiramts."

Your kind attention in the matter will be greatly ap?reciated.
'

Very truly yours,
.

A) £
.

CMm&d k
J3s t E. Comarton

Citj' Clerk

jEC/dl

Em. (I)
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MASSACHUSETTS

Office of the City Clerk,

Notice is hereby &i\'e: l t.hat i:j 2cc.c!Tdtnce with the pr?vi£icns of
Chapter 40A, Section 3 oi the General Laws, Tercentenary Edition and
amendments theretc., that the Committee on Ordinances, comprised of the entire
membership of the City Council, viii hold a public hearing on Wefinesday,

July 20, 1988 at 5:30 p.m. in the Sullivan Chamber, City Hall, Cambridge,
"

Massachusetts On a petition by 'Phillip 1)owggs, et zl to amend the jt:j:t of the
Zoning Ordinance in Section 11.50 - Harvard Square Overlay District by creat-ing a new Subsection 11.546 entitled "Temporary Moratorium on Relief from
?arking Requirements." "The Subsection provides that within the Harvard
Square Overlay District, no city board or agency shall grant any form of
relief, including but not limited to waivers, special permits, exemptions,

Wreductions, and deductions from, the parking requirements of Article 6.000 and
'

subsection 6.36 of the Zoning Ordinance. This moratorium on the granting of
relief shall remain in force from the date of this adoption until such
time as the Cambridge City Council makes specific finding that the parking
planning study is undertaken, updated and makes plausible pro jectiens for
future traffic and parking loads, and puts forward a range of alternatives and
suggestions for dealing with and mitieating traffic and parking problems overtime, and that substantial progress has been made in the eriforcement of parking
rules in the Harvard Square area or else two years elapse from the date of
adoption of this Ordinance at which time this subsection shall be automatically
deleted Zrom Section 11.50, unless it is re-adopted by specific action of the
City Council."

Copies of this petition are on file in the Office of the City Clerk,
City Hali, Cambridge, Massachusetts.

All persons interested in this matter mzy appeizr at this time and
.

be he.ard.
,

,

. %µ

.For the Committee,
d

Councillor h'illiam H. Walsh,
' Chairman

.



PUBLIC NOTICE

C.C.¶O6 RELATIVE TO ZONING

"

(City nf ¢mnbtiiige

MASSACHUSETTS

Office of the City Clerk.

Notice is hereby given that in accordance with the provisions of
Chapter 40A, Section 5 of the General Laws, Tercentenary Edition and

,

amendments thereto, that the Committee or Ordinances, comprised of the entire ,

membership of the City Council, will hold a public hearing on WedneSday,

July 20, 1988 at 5:30 p.m. in the Sullivan Chamber, City Hall, Cambridge,
Massachusetts on a petition by phillip Dowds, et al to amend the text of the
Zoning Ordinance in Section 11.50 - Harvard Square Overlay District by creat-

, ing a new Subsection 11.546 entitled "Temporary Moratorium on Relief from
Parking Requirements." "The Subsection provides that within the Harvard
Square Overlay District, no city board or age:icy shall grant any form of
relief, including but not limited to waivers, special permits, exemptions,
reductions, and deductions from, the parking requirements of Article 6.000 and

subsection 6.36 of the Zoning Ordinance. This moratorium on the granting of
relief shall remain in force from the date of this adoption until such

, time as the Cambridge City Council makes specific finding that the parking
planning study is undertaken, updated and makes plausible projections for

1 future traffic and parking loads, and puts forward a range of alternatives and
i suggestions for dealing with and mitigating traffic and parking problems over

time, and that substantial progress has been made in the Cnforcement of parking
rules in the Harvard Square area or else two years elapse from the date of
adoption of this Ordinance at which time this subsection shall be automatically
deleted from Section 11.50, unless it is re-adopted by specific action of the
City Council."

Copies of this petition are on file in the Office of the City Clerk,
City Hall, Cambridge, Massachusetts.

All persons interested in this matter may appear at this time and
"

be heard.

T
0

For the Commttee,

Councillor William H. Walsh,
Chairman.

t

A
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PUBLIC NOTICE

"·"·'°' RELATIVE TO ZONING

Utg uf ¢anibtiDge

MASSACHUSETTS

Office of the City Clerk.

Notice is hereby given that in accordance with the provisions of
Chapter 40A, Section 5 of the General Laws, Tercentenary Edition and
amendments thereto, that the Committee on Ordinances, comprised of the entire ,'
membership of the City Council, will hold a public hearing on WedneSday,
July 20, 1988 at 5:30 p.m. in the Sullivan Chamber, City Hall, Cambridge,
Massachusetts on a petition by Phillip Dowds, et al to amend the text of the
Zoning Ordinance in Section 11.50 - Harvard Square Overlay District by creat-
ing a new Subsection 11.546 entitled "Temporary Moratorium on Relief from
Parking Requirements." "The Subsection provides that within the Harvard
Square Overlay District, no city board or agency shall grant any form of
relief, including but not limited to waivers, special permits, exemptions,
reductions, and deductions from, the parking requirements of Article 6.000 and .

subsection 6.36 of the Zoning Ordinance. This moratorium on the granting of
relief shall remain in force from the date of this adoption until such
tirne as the Cambridge City Council makes specific finding that the parking
planning study is undertaken, updated and makes plausible projections for
future traffic and parking loads, and puts forward a range of alternatives and
suggestions for dealing with and mitigating traffic and parking problems over
time, and that.substantial progress has been made in the Cnforcement of parking
rules in the Harvard Square area or else two years elapse from the date of
adoption of this Ordinance at which time this subsection shall be automatically
deleted from Section 11.50, unless it is re-adopted by specific action of the
City Council."

Copies of this petition are on file in the Office of the City Clerk,
City Hall, Cambridge, Massachusetts.

All persons interested in this matter may appear at this time and
be heard.

Eor the Committee,

Councillor William H. Walsh,
Chairman.

1
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PUBLIC NOTICE

"·""0' RELATIVE TO ZONING

¢ity uf ¢antbti0ge

MASSACHUSETTS

Office of the City Clerk.

;r"

Notice is hereby given that in accordance with the provisions of
Chapter 40A, Section 5 of the General Laws, Tercentenary Edition and
amendments thereto, that the Comnittee on Ordinances, comprised of the entire ('
membership of the City Council, will hold a public hearing on WedneSday,

july 20, 1988 at 5:30 p.m. in the Sullivan Chamber,'City Hall, Cambridge,
Massachusetts on a petition by Phillip Dowds, et al to amend the text of the
Zoning Ordinance in Section 11.50 - Harvard Square Overlay District by creat-
ing a new Subsection 11.546 entitled "Temporary Moratorium on Relief front
Parking Requirements." "The Subsection provides that within the Harvard

' Square Overlay District, no city board or agency shall grant any form of
! relief, including but not limited to waivers, special permits, exemptions,
' reductions, and deductions from, the parking" requirements of Article 6.000 and

subsection 6.36 of the Zoning Ordinance. This moratorium on the granting of
relief shall remain in force from the date of this adoption until such
tirne as the Cambridge City Council makes specific finding that the parking
planning study is undertaken, updated and makes plausible projections for
future traffic and parking loads, and puts forward a range of alternatives and
suggestions for dealing with and mitigating traffic and parking problems over
time, and that substantial progress has been made in the Cnforcement of parking
rules in the Harvard Square area or else two years elapse from the date of
adoption of this Ordinance at which time this subsection shall be automatically
deleted from Section 11.50, unless it is re-adopted by specific action of the
City Council."

Copies of this petition are on file in the Office of the City Clerk,
City Hall, Cambridge, Massachusetts.

All persons interested in this matter may appear at this time and
be heard.

For the Committee,

Councillor William H. Walsh,
Chairman.
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OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CITY HALL, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139

(617) 498-9017
JOSEPH E. CONNARTON
CITY CLERK

JOHN E. FLYNN

DEPUTY CITY CLERK

j,ne 24, !9&1

To Item It ky Concern:

Enclosed you will "find a copy of hearing scheduled before the Ccnmittee

on Ordinances for kdnesday, July 20, !988 at 5:30 p. m. in the Sullivan Cha±er,

City Hall, Camricige, Massachusetts on the petition of Philip Dowds, et al to ariend

the text of the Zoninq 0rdinames in Sectia'i 11.50 - Harvard Square Overlay District

by creating a 113·/ suSsecticn 11.546 entitled entitled "=p3ruy yDratori|jn on Relief

fran Parking 1LquireTents."

Your kind attention in the rnatter will be greatly appreciated.
1

Very truly yours,

A) t .
Gmg4 k

,ijs" E. Comarton

titj' Clerk

/
,EC/d1

Enm. (I)

,
..
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(Citg ni ¢amhriQgr

MASSACHUSETTS

Office c:f the Ciry Clerk.

Notice is hereby &i\'en that in 2cc.(?Tdence with the provisicns of
Chapter 40A, Section 5 of the General Laws, Tercentenary Edition and
amendments theretc., that the Committee on Ordinances, comprised of the entire

" membership of the City Council, viii hold a public hearing on IJednesday,
July 20, 1988 at 5:30 p.ii1. in the Sullivan Chamber, City Hall, Cambridge,
Massachusetts on a petition by Phillip D3wggs, cit al to amend the zej:t of the
Zoning Ordinance in Section 11.50 - Harvard Square Overlay District by creizt-
ing a new Subsection 11.546 entitled "Temporary Moratorium on Relief from
Parking Requirements." "The Subsection provides that within the Harvard
Square Overlay District, no city board or agency shall grant any form of
relief, including but not limited to waivers, special permits, exemptions,

Vreductions, and deductions from, the parking requirements of Article 6.000 and
"

. subsection 6.36 of the Zoning 0r(iinance. This moratorium on the granting of
relief shall remain in force from the date of this adoption until such
time as the Cambridge City Council makes specific finding that the parking
planning study is undertaken, updated and makes plausible projections for
future traffic and parking loads, and puts forward a range of alternatives and
suggestions for dealing with and mitigating traffic and parking problems overtime, and that substantial progress has been made iri the enforcement of parking
rules in the Harvard Square area or else two years elapse from the date of
adoption of this Ordinance at which time this subsection shall be automatically
deleted from Section 11.50, unless it is re-adopted by specific action of the
City Council."

Copies of this petition are on file in the Office of the City Clerk,
City Hall, Cambridge, Massachusetts.

All persons interested in this matter mtzy appetzr at this time and
be heard.

'

For the Committee,
t

Councillor William H. Walsh,
Chairman.

'm
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(Citg jjj ¢atnhriUgr

MASSACHUSETTS

Office of the City Clerk.

Notice is hereby £i\'en theit in zcc.o:dznce with the provisicns of
Chapter 40A, Section 5 of the General Laws, Tercentenary Edition and
amendments theretc., that the Committee on Ordinances, comprised of the entire
membership of the City Council, t,'il1 hold a public hezring on Wednesday,
July 20, 1988 at 5:30 p.m. in the Sullivan Chamber, City Hall, CambridFe,
Massachusetts on a petition by Phillip Dc'wds, et al to amend the :tn:t of tbe
Zoning Ordinance in Section 11.50 - Harvard Square Overlay District by creat-ing a new Subsection 11.546 entitled "Temporary Moratorium on Relief from
Parking Requirements." "The Subsection provides that within the Harvard
Square Overlay District, no city board or agency shall grant any form of
relief, including but not limited to waivers, special permits, exemptions,

rreductions, and deductions from, the parkirig requirements of Article 6.000 and '

subsection 6.36 of the Zoning Ordinance. This moratorium on the granting ojt
relief shall remain in force from the date of this adoption until such
time as the Cambridge City Council makes specific finding that the parking
P1anning,study is undertaken, updated and makes plausible projections for
future traffic and parking loads, and puts forward a range of alternatives and
suggestions for dealing with and mitigating traffic and parking problems overtime, and that substantial progress has been made in the enforcement of parking
rules in the Harvard Square area or else two years elapse from the dace of
adoption of this Ordinance at which time this subsection shall be automeiticUly
deleted frorn Section 11.50, unless it is re-adopted by specific action of the
City Council."

Copies of this petition are on tile in the Office of the City Clerk,
City Hall, Cambridge, fiassachusetts.

till persons interested in this matter may appear i2t this time and
be heard.

'

For the Committee,
d

Councillor William H. Walsh,
Chairman.
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OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CITY HALL, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139

(617) 498-9017
JOSEPH E. CONNARTON
CITY CLERK

JOHN E. FLYNN

DEPUTY CITY CLERK

JuTE 24, !%

To hhcrii It May Concern:

,

Ehclosed you will "find a copy of 3ring scheduled tefore the Ccrmiittee

on Ordinances for kdresday, july 20, 1933 atc^. m. in the Sullivan Charber,

City Hall, Camridge, Nassachusetts on the pMtion of PUlip Ihds, et al tA attend
_

the text of the zonim Ordinances in_mL.iau-l=m---·-Ham'am-2'jae-wer-l-aTN-±mu
.

by c)Eat,ing a netj s==a-lj_546-entit"l"ed entitled "TaTpRrary b'oratcriun on Relief

fml=kim"mul=rts." "~,
Your kind attention in the etter will be greatly appreciatecL

Very truly yours,

A) e
. uk~l hi

Lbs" E. Comarton

.
Citj' Clerk

!

jEC/d!

Enc. {I)
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OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CITY HALL, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139

(617) 498-9017
JOSEPH E. CONNARTON

CITY CLERK

JOHN E. FLYNN

DEPUTY CITY CLERK

J,ke 24, !%

To kcm It Ny Concern:

Enclosed you will "find a copy of hearing scheduled before the Ctrmittee

on Ordinances for kdnesday, July 20, 1933 at 5:30 p. m. in th2 Sullivan Chanter,

City Hall, Camridge, Massachusetts on the petition of Philip Dcwds, et al to amxj

"he text of the ZonirCg Ordinances in Se±im 11.50 -
Harvard Square Overlay District

by creating a nai subsection 11.546 entitled entitled "=p3rdry bbratoriin on Re7ief

fran Parking 1Lqui=nlts."

Your kind attention in the natter will be greatly appreciated.

Very truly yours,

A) £
.

C1mm4 k
xsqi e. Connarton

City Clerk

jEC/d!

Enc. (I)

.

j
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MASSACHUSETTS

i

Office of the City Clerk.

!{otice is hereby give:i that in zcc.o:"Unce with the provisicns of
Chapter 40A, Section 5 of the General Laws, Tercentenary Uition arid
amendments theretc., that the Committee c'n Ordinances, comprised of the entire
membership of the City Council, will hold. a public hearing on 1,'ednesday,

) July 20, 1988 at 5:30 p.m. in the Sullivan Chamber, City Hall, Cambridge,
Massachusetts on a petition by Phillip Dcwds, et al to amend the iej:t of the

' Zoning Ordinance in Section 11.50 - Harvard Square Overlay District by creat-ing a new Subsection 11.546 entitled "Temporary Moratorium on Relief from
Parking Requirements." "The Subsection provides that within the Harvard
Square Overlay District, no city board or agency shall grant any form of
relief, including but not limited to waivers, special permits, exemptions,
reductions, and deductions from, the parking requirements of Rticie 6.000 and '

subsecti'on 6.36 of the Zoning Ordinance. This moratorium on the granting of
relief shall remain in force from the date of this adoption until such
time as the Cambridge City Council makes specific finding that the parking
planning study is undertaken, updated and makes plausible projections for
future traffic and parking loads, and puts forward a range of alternatives and

:

suggestions for dealing with and mitigating traffic and parking problems overtime, and that substantial progress has been made in the eriforcement of parking
rules in the Harvard Squar'e area or else two years elapse from the date of
adoption of this Ordinance at which time this subsection shall be autoinaticU!y
deleted from Section 11.50, unless it is re-adopted by specific action of the
City Council."

Copies of this petition are on file in the Office of the City Clerk,
City Hali, Cambridge, Massachusetts.

All persons interested in this matter mzy appear at this time and
be heard.

'

For the Committee,
d

Couneillor William H. Walsh,
Chairman.

L_
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OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CITY HALL, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139

{617) 498-9017
JOSEPH E. CONNARTON

CITY CLERK

JOHN E. FLYNN

DEPUTY CITY CLERK

T

j,ne 24, !%

To hhcm It May Concern:

Enclosed you will 'find a copy of hearing scheduled before the Carmittee

on Ordinances for kdresday, July 21), 1938 at 5:30 p. ni. in the Sullivan Chanter,

City Hall, Cartridge, Massachusetts on the petition of Philip IXMS, et al to =d
the text of the Zoning Ordinances in Section 11.50 - Harvard Square 0verkiy District

by creating a 113'/ subsection 11.546 entitled entitled "Tarp3ra:y Voratoriun on Relief

fran Parking 1Lquir'ments."

Your kind attention in the matter will be greatly apyeciated.

Very truly yours,

"
·

A) £
.

CMmm k
ks J E. Comartcn

City Clerk

JEC/d!

E11?. (I)
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MASSACHUSETTS

Office ef the City Clerk,

!¢otiee is hereby Ei\'en that i:i zcce:"diznce with the prc'visicns of
Chapter 40A, Section 5 of the General Laws, Tercentenary Edition arid
amendments theretc., that the Committee c'n Ordinances, comprised of the entire
membership of the City Council, will hold a public hearing on \i1ednesday,

July 20, 1988 at 5:30 p.m. in the Sullivan Chamber, City Hall, Cambridge,
liassachusetts on a petition by Phillip Dowds, ct izl to amend the zej:t of the
Zoning Ordinance in Section 11.50 - Harvard Square Overlay District by creat-
ing a new Subsection 11.546 entitled "Temporary Moratorium on Re-lief from
Parking Requirements." "The Subsection provides that within the Harvard
Square Overlay District, no city board or agency shall grant any form of
relief, including but not limited to waivers, special permits, exemptions,

P

reductions, and deductions from, the parking requirements of Article 6.000 and

subsection 6.36 of the Zoning Ordinance. This moratorium on the granting of
relief shall remain in force from the date of this adoption until such :

time as the Cambridge City Council makes specific finding that the parking
planning study is undertaken, updated and makes plausible projections for
future traffic and parking loads, and puts forward a range of alternatives and
suggestions for dealing with and mitigating traffic and parking problems over
time, and that substantial progress has been made in the enforcement of parking
rules in the Harvard Squzr"e area or else two years elapse from the cizt"e of
adoption of this Ordinance at which time this subsection shall be automatically
deleted front Section 11.50, unless it is re-adopted by specific action of the
City Council."

Copies of this petiticm are on file in the Office of the City Clerk,
City Hall, Cambridge, Massachusetts.

.411 persons interested in this ryztter mzy aµpear at this time and
be heard.

'

For the Committee,
d

Cc'uncillor William H. Walsh,
Chairman.

.

.
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OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CITY HALL, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS02139

(617) 498-9017
JOSEPH E. CONNARTON
CITY CLERK

JOHN E. FLYNN
DEPUTY CITY CLERK

june 24, 1988

To khan It May Concern:

Enclosed you will find a copy of hearing scheduled before the (hmittee

on Ordinances for PEdnesday, July 20, 1988 at 5:30 p. m. in the Sullivan Chanter,

City Hall, Canridge, Massachusetts on the petition of Philip Ibwds, et al to amend

the text of the Zoning Ordinances in Section 11.50 - Harvard Square Overlay District

by creating a new subsection 11.546 entitled entitled "Tarporary Hratoriun on Relief

from Parking Pequiranents."

Your kind attention in the niatter will be greatly appreciated.

Very truly yours,

"-. ..

aµ i .
CmW h

'

jose E. Connarton
,

City Clerk

jEC/dl

Enc. (I)
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FCTEROFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

To The Honorable, The City Council Date June 24, 1988
P

f'°" joseph e. connartcnjC_ Reference
City Clerk

Subject

Refiling of Zoning petitions

I respectfully request the refiling of bo zoning petiticns as follcws:

.
I. Business C-l petition suhnitted by Council!or Ihehay

2. Harvard Square parking relief mratoritn petition filed by
Philip IXMS, et al.

These refilings are necessary due to the fact that the tine line for these I

hearings is insufficient to allm the Ordinance Camittee to proceed and consequently
without this refiling, said petitions muld be void.

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

^U, LL~xj' }Lyu' "2 /5FY
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Harvard University Planning Group i
'

-

,

1350Klassachuse[ts,4\·enue·Ho|!'oke Center912'C"!,?¶g$ij2l"!'fj'"h\i}'iti!??i38 617·495·2?34

1:Ai"!BR10GE l"iA.

july 13, 1988

Mr. william Walsh
Chair .

j

City Council Ordinance Committee
, City Hall

795 Massachusetts Avenue
Ombridge, MA 02139

Dear Mr. walsh:

Harvard University wishes to be recorded in opposition to the petition of
Phillip Dowds, et. al. which would create a moratorium on the relief c:fparking requirements within the Harvard Square Overlay District. '

Harvard Square is better served by public transportation than" any other area
of Cambridge. Reductions in parking have been encouraged for projects in
close proximity to mass transit since the 1981 revision of the parking section
of the canbriage .Zoning Ordinance.. As part of' the Harvard Square Overlay
District revisions in 1986, reduced parking in Harvard Squar? was linked not
only to the proximity of transit, but also to discouraging the demolition of
historic buildings and discouraging assemblage of large sites. It was
anticipated that better urban design solutions on small parcels would be
possible by waiving parking requirements. All parking reductions have been
subject to discretionary approval by the Planning Board or Board of Zoning
Appeals. '

;j

It is unclear what the "parking planning study" referred to in the subject
!

i
petition would be in terms of scope, product, cost, etc, We are not opposed !

, to an update of the parking studies already done in Harvard Square, but we do "

not believe that development projects should be encouraged to provide an
oversupply of parking simply to avoid being put on hold.

.

Reductions in required parking are linked to all of' the other aspects of
Harvard Square zoning. Therefore, we would request that review of these and
other requirements would be done. together and would involve a collaboration of
residential, institutional, and business interests. · :.

,

,:'
We appreciate your consideration of these points in your decision on the L

-.
subject petition. i
Sincerely,

±AJ'Spie
e~man S

Director of Planninq E

uj',."
;VC;

KAS:ard -
·q:
\n

;jj";

19:63

4
j



Parking and future
o"Harvard Square

Within the next several years residents of Cambridge '.'.'.: .;.'.:.'.'.'.:.:.'.':.'.'.'.:.'.:.'"""::'"":::'::'::.:::.: ..
"

should expect parking in the Harvard Square to become
significantly more expensive and difficult than it is

-

today.

..
JOHN PITKIN

We can anticipate rates of at least $1 an hour for the '

.,

remainingmetered spaces (now 50 cents) and fines of .·,, -·-··--.··-.-.·-·... ............... ·.. ·.· ...........,at least $10 for overtime parking (now $5).
We should also not be surprised to see residents of T or walk have other parking options, which include

the area around Harvard Square pressing to restrict off-street private garages, on-street metered' spaces
parking between Trowbridge and Hawthorn streets to and spaces in residential areas.
neighborhood residents only. Therefore the pressure on the remainingspaces in

All that is needed for this to happen is a continuation the area will increase dramatically. There will be
of current development trends and city zoning policies fewer vacant spaces as more parkers resort to meter-
for a couple of years. i'Ceding, Since the metered spaces are already near I®

Although only one development is currently under percent occupancy, there will be many more cars cir-
construction, at One Mifflin Place, projects announced culating on the streets in search of a freshly vacant
or in design will containalmost as'much space as the space. Contrary to the goal of the city's policy, pollu-

' four buildings known as Charles Square. These projects tion and congestion in the Square will increase beyond
include One Brattle Square (Cherry Webb Touraine the current unacceptable levels.
replacement), the Casablanca replacement, Harvard Frustrated by the competition for metered spaces, in-
Motor Inn replacement, Quincy Square Gulf Station creasing riumbers of Cambridge residents, who have '

hotel, St. Paul Parish House replacement, DeWolfe resident stickers, will deposit their vehicles in the sur-
street condominiums and Phase 4 of the Kennedy rounding residentialneighborhoods. Residents of these

! School. areas, which are already parked to capacity, will seek
The policy of the Planning Board and the Community to retain more spaces for themselves through a

Development department whenever possible is to neighborhood parking sticker program, such as already
I reduce the amount of parking provided in new buildings exists in Boston. If enacted, this program will prevent
1

_s0 as to limit automobile trips, congestion and pollution residents of other neighborhoods from parking on side
and to encourage use of other modes of transportation. streets near Harvard Square. -

The goal is laudable and can be supported by everyone Business will pick up at the commercialparking lots
this side of Detroit. " "" and garages; in accordance with the law of supply and

demand, hourly rates will be raised. At $5, a ticket for
In practice the p9ljcy has meant that the Planning overtimeparking will be the second best bargain in

Board grants special "permits which waive the parking Harvard Square. The best will be SO-cent per hour
requirements for new construction in Harvard Square. metered parking. The Director of Traffic and Parking
The zoning code requires one parking space per thou- will have no choice but to double both rates.
sand square feet of office or: retail space. Is this outcome desirable? Most residents of the sur-

According to this formula, the One Mifflin Place pro- rounding neighborhoods would like to have at least a
, ject should have included space for thirty cars. It has chance of finding parking on the street where they live.

none. In exchange, the developer made a modest pay- Most residents of Cambridge would like to be able to go .
merit to the city to fund "mitigating measures," which to the Square without having to pay an arm and a leg to
will not include the provision of new public parking park. Most Harvard Square businesspeople would like
spaces in Harvard Square. to have an adequate supply of parking for their

According to the zoning code, the One Brattle Square customers at affordable prices.
project should have spaces for 94 cars. The Planning The beneficiaries of the city's current parking and
Board gave approval to provide only 54 in exchange for development policy clearly do not include those who
promises from the developers to encourage workers in live, work, shop or hang out in Harvard Square.
the new building to use public transportation,by pro- Is the parkiiig crunch inevitable? Perhaps not, if the
viding T passes, or to share rides in carpools. Planning Board accepts a pending petition to stop gran-

The Harvard Motor Inn project is required to include ting waivers from parking requirements. A vigorous

Ill parking spaces to meet the zoning code and to municipalprogram to promote public transit use and
replace the 40 metered spaces on the site which have carpooling by all employees, shoppers and visitors in
been leased to the city for 99 years. The developers are Harvard Square, not just those in new buildings, would
not seeking a waiver through special permit. Instead, help. So would a modest reduction in the allowable size
through fancy legal footwork, they are seeking to have of new buildings.
the replacement municipalspaces count toward the The Planning Board is holding a public hearing on
zoning requirement. The Planning Board is scheduled the petition'for a parking waiver moratorium Tuesday, 1

to hear this case on July 19. July 19.

If the city continues to pursue a policy of encouraging

new development without adequate parking it will in-
evitably engineer a shortage of parking space in Har- "

*** ,
1

,
vard Square. The shortage will be worsened by the im-
minent closing of two parking lots m the eastern half of john Pitkin is chair of the Mid-Cambridge "

the Square, one on DeWolfe street containing some 70 Neighborhood Association, serves on the Cambridge
leased spaces and the Quincy Square Gulf Station some

r r ' r ' ' f50 leased and hourly spaces.
' ·Boa d of T afhc and Pa king and is ormer chair of the

Granted, some of thoSe who lose or do not get'parking Cambridge Transportation Forum, t citizen's advisory

as a result may be completely deterred from driving to committee which played a major ro,e in designing

Harvard Square, but those who do not want to take the Cambridge's Clean Air Transportation Control Plan.

" .

1

1 '



Parking and future
of Harvard Square

Within the next several years residents of Cambridge '-'·'··.'-'-·.·.·.·...·· · ""' ' '":' .. ...."":'::.:......
should expect parking in the Harvard Square to become
significantly more expensive and difficult than it is -
today JOHN PITKIN

We can anticipate rates of at least $1 an hour for the
remainingmetered spaces (now 50 cents) and fines of ,-.-.-···-·---··---.-.--.·.·.·......................... ..
at least $10 for overtime parking (now $5).

We should also not be surprised to see residents of T or walk have other parking options, which include
the area around Harvard Square pressing to restrict off-street private garages, on-street metered spaces
parking between Trowbridge and Hawthorn streets to and spaces in residential areas.
neighborhood residents only. Therefore the pressure on the remainingspaces in

All that is needed for' this to happen is a continuation the area will increase dramatically. There will be
of current development trends and city zoning policies fewer vacant spaces as more parkers resort to meter-
for a couple of years. tCeding. Since the metered spaces are already near 100

Although only one development is currently under percent occupancy, there will be many more cars cir-
construction, at One Mifflin Place, projects announced culating on the streets in search of a frCshly vacant
or in design will contain almost as'much space as the space. Contrary to the goal of the city's policy, pollu-
four buildings known as Charles Square. These projects tion and congestion in the Square will increase beyond
include One Brattle Square (Cherry Webb Touraine the current unacceptable levels. '

replacement), the Casablanca replacement, Harvard Frustrated by the competition for metered spaces, in-
Motor Inn replacement, Quincy Square Gulf Station creasing Umbers of Cambridge residents, who have
hotel, St. Paul Parish House replacement, DeWolfe resident stickers, will deposit their vehicles in the sur-
street condominiums and Phase 4 of the Kennedy rounding residentialneighborhoods. Residents of these
School. areas, which are already parked to capacity, will seek

The policy of the Planning Board and the Community to retain more spaces for themselves through a
Development department whenever possible is to neighborhood parking sticker program, such as already
reduce the amount of parking provided in new buildings exists in Boston. If enacted, this program will prevent

"so as to limit automobile trips, congestion and pollution residents of other neighborhoods from parking on side
and to encourage use of other modes of transportation. streets near Harvard Square.
The goal is laudable and can be supported by everyone Business will pick up at the commercialparking lots
this side of Detroit. ""' and garages; in accordance with the law of supply and .

demand, hourly rates will be raised. At $5, a ticket for
In practice the p9]icy has meant that the Planning overtimeparking will be the second best bargain in

Board grants special permits which waive the parking Harvard Square. The best will be SO-cent per hour
requirements for new construction in Harvard Square. metered parking. The Director of Traffic and Parking
The zoning code requires one parking space per thou- will have no choice but to double both rates.

- sand square feet of office or retail space. Is this outcome desirable? Most residents of the sur-
According to this formula, the One Mifflin Place pro- rounding neighborhoods would like to have at least a

ject should have included space for thirty cars. It has chance of finding parking on the street where they live.
none. In exchange, the developer made a modest pay- Most residents of Cambridge would like to be able to go .
merit to the city to fund "mitigating measures," which to the Square without having to pay an arm and a leg to
will not include the provision of new public parking park. Most Harvard Square businesspeople would like
spaces in Harvard Square. to have an adequate supply of parking for their

According to the zoning code, the One Brattle Square customers at affordable prices.
i project should have spaces for 94 cars. The Planning The beneficiaries of the city's current parking and

Board gave approval to provide only 54 in exchange for development policy clearly do not include those who
promises from the developers to encourage workers in live, work, shop or hang out in Harvard Square.

' the new building to use public transportation,by pro- Is the parking crunch inevitable? Perhaps not, if the
viding T passes, or to share rides in carpools. Planning Board accepts a pending petition to stop gran-

The Harvard Motor Inn project is required to include ting waivers from parking requirements. A vigorous

Ill parkingspaces to meet the zoning code and to municipalprogram to promote public transit use and
replace the 40 metered spaces on the site which have carpooling by all employees, shoppers and visitors in
been leased to the city for 99 years. The developers are Harvard Square, not just those in new buildings, would
not seeking a waiver through special permit. Instead, help. So would a modest reduction in the allowable size
through fancy legal footwork, they are seeking to have of new buildings.
the replacement municipalspaces count toward the The PlanningBoard is holding a public hearing on "

zoning requirement. The Planning Board is scheduled the petition'for a parkingwaiver moratorium Tuesday,
to hear this case on July 19. July 19.

If the city continues to pursue a policy of encouraging
new development without adequate parking it will in-
evitably engineer a shortage of parking space in Har- ***
vard Square. The shortage will be worsened by the im-
minent closing of two parking lots in the eastern half of john Pitkin is chair Qt the Mid-Cambridge

"

the Square, one on DeWolfe street containing some 70 Neighborhood Association, serves on the Cambridge
,leased spaces and the Quincy Square Gulf Station some

r r i r
" ' f r50 leased and hourly spaces.

Boa d of T affc and Pa king and is o mer chair of the

Granted, some of those who loSe or do not get parking Cambridge Transportation Forum, 7 citizen's advisory

as a result may be completely deterred from driving to committee which played a major ro,e in designing
Harvard Square, but those who do not want to take the Cambridge's Clean Air Transportation Control Plan.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

RELATIVE TO ZONING

CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

MASSACHUSETTS '

Office of the City Clerk.

Notice is hereby given that in accordance with'
. . .

the provisions of Chapter 40A, Section 5 of the'
General Laws, Tercentenary Edition and amend-

""

ments thereto, that the Committee on Ordinances,: .

comprised of the entire membership of the City
Council, will hold a public heating on Wednesday,i

July 20, 1988 at 5:30 p.m. in the Sullivam
Chamber, City Hall, Cambhdge, Massachusetts oni
a petition by Phillip Dowds, et al to amend the text:
of the Zoning Ordinance in Section 11.50 - Harvard

y.

Square Overlay District by creating a new Subsec-
.

-.·'
tion 11.546 entitled "Temporary Moratorium on .

' '

Relief from Parking Requirements." "The :

Subsection provides that within the Harvard Squarej
,

Overlay District, no city board or agency shall grantl

any form of relief, including but not limited toj

,waivers, special permits, exemptions, reductions,"
and deductions from, the parking requirements

ofi

Article 6.000 and subsection 6.36 of the Zoning Or-

dinance. This moratorium on the granting of relief
shall remain in force from the date of this adoptioni .-
until such time as the Cambridge City Council' ',"" "

makes specific finding that the parking planningj ""'
study is undertaken, updated and makes plausible:
projections for future traffic and parking loads, andt

puts forward a range of alternatives and sugges-j

tions for dealing with and mitigating traffic and!
parking problems over time, and that substantiall

progress has been made in the enforcement ofi
parking rules in the Harvard Square area or else;

two years elapse from the date of adoption of this:
· ..

Ordinance at which time this subsection shall be

automatically deleted from Section 11.50, unless it:
is re-adopted by specific action of the City: '"" "

'

Council."
Copies of this petition are on file in the Office of'

the City Clerk, City Hall, Cambridge,,
Massachusetts.

All persons interested in this matter may appear'i

at this time and be heard.
.

1

Forthe Committee,.
CouncillorWilliam H. Walsh:

Chairman.f
(C)june30,july7
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PUBLIC NOTICE

RELATIVE TO ZONING

CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

MASSACHUSETTS

Office of the City Clerk. I

Notice is hereby given that in accordance with
. .

"

the provisions of Chapter 40A, Section 5 of the
General Laws, Tercentenary Edition and amend- "

ments thereto, that the Committee on Ordinances,
comprised of the entire membership of the City:

Council, will hold a public hearing on Wednesday,
July 20, 1988 at 5:30 p.m. in the Sullivan:
Chamber, City Hall, Cambhdge, Massachusetts on'
a petition by Phillip Dowds, et al to amend the text
of the Zoning Ordinance in Section 11.50- Harvard
Square Overlay District by creating a new Subsec- s

... .
tion 11.546 entitled "Temporary Moratorium onj

,

·

Relief from Parking Requirements." "The! '
Subsection provides that within the Harvard Squarej

,

Overlay District, no city board or agency shall granti

any form of relief, including but not limited tot

waivers, special permits, exemptions, reductions,j

and deductions from, the parking requirements Of,j

Article 6.000 and subsection 6.36 of the Zoning 0r-?

dinance. This moratorium on the granting of reliefj

shall remain in force from the date of this adoption: .-runtil such time as the Cambridge City Council' ","" "

makes specific finding that the parking planning) ""'

study is undertaken, updated and makes plausiblei
projections forfuture traffic and parking loads, arld:

puts forward a range of alternatives and sugges-j
tions for dealing with and mitigating traffic arld!

parking problems over time, and that substantiali

progress has been made in the enforcement of :

parking rules in the Harvard Square area or elsei

two years elapse from the date of adoption of this.

· - Ordinance at which time this subsection shall be

automatically deleted from Section 11.50, unless it:
is re-adopted by specific action of the City' "'""" '

Council."
Copies of this petition are on file in the Office of"

the City Clerk, City Hall, Cambridge,,
Massachusetts.

' All persons interested in this matter may appear:
at this time and be heard. ;

For the Committee,'

CounciilorWilliam H. Walsh

Chairman.

(C)june30,juiy7
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PUBLIC NOTICE

RELATIVE TO ZONING

CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

MASSACHUSETTS

Office of the City Clerk.
Notice is hereby given that in accordance with

. .

the provisions of Chapter 40A, Section 5 of the'
General Laws, Tercentenary Edition and amendj '

ments thereto, that the Committee on Ordinances,
.

I comprised of the entire membership of the City

Council, will hold a public hearing on Wednesday,
july 20, 1988 at 5:30 p.m. in the Sullivan
Chamber, City Hall, Cambridge, Massachusetts on

, a petition by Phillip Dowds, et al to amend the text
of the Zoning Ordinance in Section 11.50 - Harvard

t.Square Overlay District by creating a new Subsec- -
·"

btion 11.546 entitled "Temporary Moratorium onj
Relief from Parking Requirements." "Thel '

Subsection provides that within the Harvard Squarej
,Overlay District, no city board or agency shall grantj

any form of relief, including but not limited tot
waivers, special permits, exemptions, redljctjons,i
and deductions from, the parking requirements ofi
Article 6.000 and subsection6.36 of the Zoning Or-l

dinance. This moratorium on the granting of reiiefi

shall remain in force from the date of this adoption'
.·runtil such time as the Cambridge City Council'

makes specific finding that the parking planning' ""' '

study is undertaken, updated and makes plaljsib|e}
projections for future traffic and parking loads, and

puts forward a range of alternatives and sugges-·
I tions for dealing with and mitigating traffic andi

parking problems over time, and that substantial
,

progress has been made in the enforcement of
' parking rules in the Harvard Square area or else

two years elapse from the date of adoption of this
,

· Ordinance at which time this subsection shall be

automatically deleted from Section 11.50, unless it
is re-adopted by specific action of the City -'

'-
'

Council."
Copies of this petition are on file in the Office of

the City Clerk, City Hall, Cambridge,.
Massachusetts.

All persons interested in this matter may appear
at this time and be heard.

Forthe Committee,
Comcillor William H. Walsh

Chairman.
(C)june30,july7











HarvardUniversityPlanningGroup
1350MassachusettsAvenue·Holyoke Center912· Cambridge, Massachusetts02138 617·495· 2234

july 13, 1988

Mr. William Walsh
Chair
City Council Ordinance Committee
City Hall
795 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA 02139

Dear Mr. Walsh:

Harvard University wishes to be recorded in opposition to the petition of
phillip Dowds, et. al. which would create a moratorium on the relief of
parking requirements within the Harvard Square Overlay District.

Harvard Square is better served by public transportation than any other area
of Cambridge. Reductions in parking have been encouraged for projects in
close proximity to mass transit since the 1981 revision of the parking section
of the Cambridge Zohing Ordinance. As part of the Harvard Square Overlay
District revisions in 1986, reduced parking in Harvard Square was linked not
only to the proximity of transit, but also to discouraging the demolition of
historic buildings and discouraging assemblage of large sites. It was
anticipated that better urban design solutions on small parcels would be
possible by waiving parking'requirements. All parking reductions have been
subject to discretionary approval by the Planning Board or Board of Zoning
Appeals.

It is unclear what the "parking planning study" referred to in the subject
petition would be in terms of scope, product, cost, etc. We are not opposed
to an update of the parking studies already done in Harvard Square, but we do
not believe that development projects should be encouraged to provide an
oversupply of parking simply to avoid being put on hold.

Reductions in required parking are linked to all of the other aspects of
Harvard Square zoning. Therefore, we would request that review of these and
other requirements would be done together and would involve a collaboration of
residential, institutional, and business interests.

We appreciate your consideration of these points in your decision on the
subject petition. 1

Sincerely,

±A!Spie
e man

Director of Planning

KAS:ard
19:63
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joseph E. Connart,,

i:"3ii JUL g'2li"|gj)QL988

City Clerk
:/.1,pia'lL/"?[ Ma.

City of Cambridge
795 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139

Dear Mr. Connarton:

We, the undersigned Cambridge landowners, oppose in its entirety the
changes in the Cambridge Zoning Ordinance and Zoning Map proposed by
phillip Dowds and others which, among other things, would prohibit any cityboard or agency from granting any waiver, special permit, exemption, re-duction, deduction, or other relief from the parking requirements of
Article 6.00 and subsection 6.36 of the Zoning Ordinance, such prohibition
to remain in effect for two years or until the City Council makes certain
findings with respect to parking in the Harvard Square area.

Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40A, Section 5, states generally
that no zoning ordinance can be adopted except by a two-thirds vote of the
City Council. For Cambridge, this would mean six councillors. The statuteprovides that prior to final approval ot a change to the ordinance, ifthere is a written protest stating the reasons for the protest, signed by
"the owners of twenty percent or more of the area of the land proposed to
be included in such change, or of the area of the land immediately adjacent
extending three hundred feet therefrom," then a three-fourths vote (seven
councillors) would be necessary to enact the proposed change to the
ordinance. We are owners of real estate which will be affected by the
proposed changes and we now so file such a protest.

We oppose the proposed amendment to the Cambridge Zoning Ordinance and
Zoning Map because it does not serve the best interests of the City of
Cambridge. The amendment would deny the Planning Board and the Board of
Appeals the ability to encourage the use of public transportation by ad-
justing parking requirements for projects near public transportation. Itwould cause overdevelopment of parking structures; would prevent the Zoning
Board from encouraging and approving creative collective solutions to
problems of parking and traffic congestion involving more than one project;
and would prohibit the Zoning Board from exercising their statutory rights
to adjust zoning requirements to avoid hardship to landowners and inappro-
priate development.

PRESIDENT AND FELLOWS
OF HARVARD COLLEGE

By)))jjjZ-
By ·/m~c£bA

Sheldon fandler

Attached is a list of property owned by Harvard.

k
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"HARVARD

SQUARE OVERLAY DISTRICT
:'"

Z -

PARKIN6 WAIVER I10RATORIUH PETITION
,

,"
' ' ·

i

FDWAL 6' A© FDLEB '

, 15 APRIL 1988 " '.
W IHII .;. ,~j=G===m

' The Coalition for Harvard Square
Box 19, Cambridge 02238 / 354-5670

WHEREAS concern and controversy regarding parking conditions in Harvard

Square is widespread; and

WHEREAS the Square is afflicted by a shortage of convenient, reasonably
t

priced short-term parking; and
,

.

' WHEREAS this shortage of short-term parklng is a main cause of chronic il-
legal parking throughout the Square, and this illegal parking results in sig-

"nificant publ ic nuisance and hazard; and

WHEREAS short-term parking shortage and congestion harms local mer-
chants and businesses by discouraging customers who would arrive by car,

.

particularly those customers seeking to make short trips and quick errands;

.

and
m

WHEREAS the City of Cambridge is far behind in its data collection, pro-
'

i

jections, and planning for traffic and parking in the Square;
4

' now THEREFORE, we the Undersigned respectfully petition the Honorable,
. .

the City Council of the City of Camt)r|dge, to protect present and future """" "

pai"king opportunity in the Square by declaring a temporary moratorium on ',.,
,,...,',,,

the waiver of pai"king requiiements for new construction withiri the Harvard >'" '"
I

Square Overlay District. Speclftca11y, we petition tne CIty Council to amend

Zoning Ordinance Section 11.50, Harvard Square Overlay District, by ap-
pending to it a new subsection 11,546 (or such enumeration as may be ap-
propriate at the time), which shall read:

f'

"11.546 Temporary Moratorium on Relief from Parking Require-

-- ments. &Within the Harvard Square Overlay Dis'trict, no City board · -

T ' "." ·"' ' " ' ' " ,

u-.- ·_ w.agency,shall grant any form of relief, including but not 1irnited
, -

"

L" .Y"A' 'C ,, " "' '""'g "ii ..¥- ..

,

' 'r· to waivers, special permits, exemptioi)s, reductions, and deduc-,
. . ,, ,,..,.

\zCsg"-·c - - :'"' : ?r ' ' ' 'r .
' ' ' .

?
- ""' ' . · ' ' "

· ' ' ' " "' ' "' ' "'
:====j!ons,"+froM .the µrking requiremei)ts:,of':Artjcle '6' and ,sUbsection ,":.' ' ' <.'

b

.r
""'" ". ",i, :6.36 of thc Zoning 0rQinance, ':'"'TMS moratorium on the granting of '

.-'J"' """' "

" relief shall remain in force ,'irom 'the '"date of fts adoption until ' ,'¶
-

t
such time as:

"

- - ·
,L
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' Haqvaqd SQUAAE 1JARKINQWAIVEQ MORATOQIUM 4/ FINAL - As FILED I PAGE 2

0

· ' · .«0.
(I) The Cambridge City Council makes specific finding that:

i
(a) The Department of Community Development, cooperating

. with other Departments as necessary, has prepared and

' ' submitted a satisfactory traffic and paMng planning

study for the Harvard Square area which: updates traf-
i fic/parking counts and data; makes plausible projections

for future traffic and parking loads and conditions, tak-
ing into account development trends for thc Square; gives
consideration to amending the parking and 1oajing re-
quirements of Article 6: and puts forward a range of al-
ternatives and suggestions for dealing with and miti-
gating traffic and parking problems over time; and

futher, that
i

(b) Substantial progress has been made In tne enforcement
,

' of park|ng rules m the Harvard Square area, such that:

dangerous obstructive park ing is greatly reduced at corn-
ers, crosswalks and no-parking zones; turnover of cars at

metered spaces is significantly increased; loading zones

are generally available for loading purposes; double

parking is significantly reduced, particularly in morning
and evening rush hours; and spillover of business paMng
onto residential streets is satisfactorily curtailed.

4

: Or elsc:
%

0

(2) Two years elapse from the date of adoption of this Ordinance,

at which time this subsection shall be automatically delcted

from Section 11.50, unless it is re-adopted by specific action

of the City Council.

Notwithstanding the above limitations, the Board of Zoning Ap-

peals shall retain its discretionary authority to grant relief from

parkir)g requirements by variance, pursuant to the customary legal

constraints on the granting of variance."
t
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HARVARD SQUARE PARK|N6 RHJEF r]oRATQMUH
pETI'!w,!1Egf,"i!!YB?(LEp\K

PA6E
1

O
t

Wethe Undersigned respectfully petition the Honorable, the c%§o~tdltiC a&mbri(jge,
to protect and

preserveparking opportunity in thC HarvardSquare by 8mendi oning 0rdina ion 1.50 in conformance

with the Petition attached hereto.
'g 'C AHBR\DGNEt' 1 '

Signdure Printed Name Address Phone

,/' " Al r rmr PDWPjj 45 aU'u'r =·(dg)t !

Jq :JSJS jA1?/U1',qjuo'/'j/'/sagN, //z'H/'UKYdSf ¶74 -s3/i
)

r

\J 3
"

Hr— jC^¥\~r S- hu.s 5"hm>'" "t ua/-q7"ts

4
"

,jL
"

r-S
(11a^ja4-d l130rS 5

iltiu Cl. 4?/-g1)s '

/
" "> ' "" /

"D
-

'/ ,/ 4 3 Cc /( CL. ." .

: \ 5 / r, :;j C-? l//e~ J , J"c '"/','//Cu"\ Z l"('e 1"(", //,,,, t2 i(j/|,'3,-\:jS'l :j"{") -C2Ga

)" jh "

it
'"E0&&~? Mbl|N4|h//ptj 4n-p4/

J7 A, I). tiisj^ e
cyO. (MJe, ? ,?cLua St'ee/£ SWHUA
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J' "jtj JL ij' MGi7-d <5" ',i'-fc- st ('j/"2Q 'l'j
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T
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6
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J,1"
1)/"' XJ.l Aa'tA C/¢!euu4'c E tb't',)Nr/,,\- /4 /gL!'S 'ib"e y'zy-o79:7

b

' '4
,
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j; Q!mALLj_ cRp[abLjL~ "1 Sfm'j y_ 3f4P7L
'

P!

! "VIA 3jj(1|}|¶'A'n
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I, the above signed, am a registeredvoter in the City of Cambrige, MA Afl -:?/',!3?:n!
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"' ' :·\j""'1" HARVARD SQUARE OVERLAY DISTRICT "

' PARKING WAIVER I10RATORIU11 PETITION
,

,"t

' '
.

i

FQWAL 0 iA© HIED
' 15 APRIL 1988 '.'

'

i ' ' The Coalition for Harvard Square
'

Box 19,¢Ambri©e 02238 / 354-5670

WHEREAS concern and controversy regarding parking conditions in Harvard
Square is widespread; and

i WHEREAS the Square is afflicted by a shortage of convenient, reasonaMy
· priced short-term parking; and

,

+

^

' WHEREAS this shortage of short-term parking Is a main cause of chronic il-
l legal parking throughout the Square, and this illegal parking results in sig-

"nificant public nuisance and hazard; and

WHEREAS short-term parking shortage and congestion harms local' mer-
chants and businesses by discouraging customers who would arrive by car,
partlcularly those customers seeking to make short trips and qulck errands;
and

«

WHEREAS the City of Cambridge is far behind in'itS data collection, pro-
jections, and planning for traffic and parking in the Square; ·

1

now THEREFORE, we the Undersigned respectfully petition the Honorable,
. .

the City Council of the CIty of Carnbrldge, to protect present and future ""'" '

pat'king opportunity in the Square by declaring a temporary moratorium on
,, W

,'-

.
the waiver of parking requirements for new construction within the Harvard ' "'

" ' "

Square Overlay District. Spcclflca11y, we petition tne City Council to amend
Zoning Ordinance Section 11,50, Harvard Square Overlay District, by ap-
pending to it a new subsection 1 1.546 (or such enumeration as may be ap- '

propriate at the time), which shall read:
i
: "11.546 Temporary Moratorium on Relief from Parking Require-

..,
b -m ments. &withjn the Harvard Square Overlay District,- no City board ·

'7--.-, · . or.agency, shall grant any form of relief, including but not limited
.

'
1'"1h

"ry'y
.

'
, , , "1\ u .St..

.
'

., . . .' .. . - . .
,

, ., .

' -

,

'

L-,t0 waivers, specl,a1 ,permits, ,exemption,s, reductions, and deduc-,
, ,,. ., ,

.

" =' ' . iYS'g ·· t :'"' """",.+ t'"'%%&': ' . '. ' ·' Kv.,, ,, .'-' ' " '. i' ' ' ' - ""i"".., " '
. ..,.

? ' ' ·'.'
·. .,- · . .,i ::::%;jsi c=:Uon$,"4frofn:the parkjng requjrements ,of"Article,,6 'and.,subsection:' " '" "'"" ".::

'
-

·:k..
.

.'.j::.'i""6.36 of the Zonlng"0rQinance, 'i'Thls moratorium on the granting of ' '

...
,.."' '.: '-':.,_ ,:" relief,.'sha11 remain, in., force ,from "the 'date. of -its adoption until """:

'- ; ' -·

such time as: ,"

- . . . . .
A
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., Haqvaijd Square Paakihq Waiver MOAATOQIUM I FIRAL -
AG FILED I PAGE 2

h

,
' . · · ' ..

'- 2 J-'.
. AM

, (I) The Cambridge City Council makes specific finding that:
)

') (a) The Department of Community Development, cooperating
with other Departments as necessary, has prepared and

,

submitted a satisfactory traffic and parking planning
' study for thc Harvard Square area which: updates traf-
'i flc/parking counts and data; makes plausible projections

for future traffic and parking loa(js and conditions, tak-
ing into account development trends for the Square; gives
consideration to amending the parking and loading re-.
quirements of Article 6: and puts forward a range of al-
ternatives and suggestions for dealing with and miti-
gating traffic and parking problems over time; and

,
futhei", that

'
. .

!

(b) Substantial progress has been made in thc enforcement
' of park|ng rules in the Harvard Square area, such that
·- dangerous obstructive parking is greatly reduced at corn-

ers, crosswalks and nogarking zones; turnover of cars at
metered spaces is significantly increased; loading zones

.

are generally available for loading purposes; double

parking is signWcantly reduced, particularly in morning "

and evening rush hours; and spillover of business paMng
' onto residential streets is satisfactorily curtailed,

Or clse:

' (2) Two years elapse from the date of adoption of this Ordinance,

at which time this subsection shall be automatically deleted '

from Section 1 1,50, unless it is re-adopted by specific action
of the City Council.

Notwithstanding the above limitations, the Board of Zoning Ap-
peals shall retain its discretionary authority to grant relief from
parking requirements by variance, pursuant to the customary legal
constraints on the granting of variance."
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Wethe Undersigned respectfully petition the Honord1e, the ci~1Bthb!ti* 07&mbrj(jge,
to protect and

preserveparking opportunity in thC HarvardSqu8re by amendi oning 0rdina
,

ion LSD )n conformance

.
withthe Petition attached hereto.

ng'Cahbr\dgM!' I '
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:'1' HARVARD SQUARE OVERLAY DISTRICT
"

' PARKING WAIVER 110RATORIUH PETITION
, ,'
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)

15 APRIL 1988
'

' ' The Coalition for Hmvard Square
Box 19, Cambridge 02238 / 354-5670

WHEREAS concern and controversy regarding parking conditions in Harvard
Square is widespread; and

i WHEREAS the Square is afflicted by a shortage of convenient, reasonably
. priced short-term parking; and

,

k

WHEREAS this shortage of short-term parking Is a main cause of chronic il-
legal parking throughout the Square, and this illegal parking results in sig-
nif icant publ ic nuisance and hazard; and

.. ,. ....

,

,
WHEREAS short-term parking shortage and congestion harms local mer-

i chants and businesses by discouraging customers who would arrive by car,
i

particularly those customers seeking to make short trips and quick errands;
and

%

WHEREAS the City of Cambridge is far behind in its data collection, pro- I,

jections, and planning for traffic and parking in the Square;
4

now THEREFORE, we the Undersigned respectfully petition thc Honorable, '

.

the City COuncil of the City of Cambridge, to protect present and future
pai"king opportunity in the Square by tieckring a temporary moratorium. on

., ,,,
...,',,

the waiver of paricing requirements for new construction wIthin the Harvard "'
-'

"""

Square (jverlay District. Speciflca11y, we petition ue City Council to amend
Zoning Ordinance Section 11.50, Harvard Square Overlay District, by ap-
pending to it a new subsection 11.546 (or such enumeration as may be ap-
propriate at the time), which shall read:

i '

'. "11.546 Temporary Moratorium on Relief from Parking Require-
·P- . -- ments. kWithin the Harvard Square Overlay District, no City board · · -

r ' · " '.

t>*.- .

., .or agency, shali grant any form of relief, including but not Hmited
, .

'
!,'2QFN'.V,.. "' ""' " " """' '"""' mSiiZbS·.

.

,,,

',

.
Jo w?,lyers, specl,a1 ,pu!nl!s, exemptiorjs, reductijms, and qed(jc-,

,, ,,):::7"&'=m,,=tlon$,"kfro,M:the parkjng' requi[emei)ts: 0f'":'Artjc|e.,6 and subsection ,':.' .' ":' .:

'
., ,,

..," i::q,:,
,·6 36 of the Zoning'Ordinance, ':"Th1s moratorium on the granting of '.

.

,.'.' ",! ':' "

" relief, shall, remain,'in,force from the "date,of,.its adoption until "'
.

,",
.,.

!such time as: - ,
'

. . .
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k

' ' .«i.
(I) The Cambridge City Council makes specific finding that:

,
'

' (a) The Department of Community Development, cooperating
:

with other Departments as necessary, has prepared and'

submitted a satisfactory traffic and parHng planning
study for thc Harvard Square area which: updates traf-
fic/pai"king counts and data; makes plausible projections
for future ti"afflc and parking loads and conditions, tak-
ing into account development trends for thc Square; gives
consideration to amending the parking and loading re-
quirements of Article 6: and puts forward a range of al-
ternatives and suggestions for dealing with and miti-

: gating traffic and paMng problems over time; and

futhci", that ,

'

(b) Substantial progress has been made in thc enforcement (

' of park|ng rules In thc Harvard Square area, such that
dangerous obstructive parking is greatly reduced at corn-
ers, crosswalks and no-parking zones; turnover of cars at
metered spaces is significantly increased; loading zones
are generally available for loading purposes; double

parking is significantly reduced, particularly in morning
and evening rush hours; and spillover of business parkjng
onto residential streets is satisfactorily curtailed.

j
Or clsc:

.
-

(2) Two years elapse from the date of adoption of this Ordinance,

at which time this subsection shall be automatically deleted
from Section 11.50, unless it is re-adopted by specific action
of the City Council.

Notwlthstanding the above lim itations, the Board of Zoning Ap_

peals shall retain its discretionary authority to grant relief from
µrking requirements by variance, pursuant to the customary legal

I constraints on the granting of variance."
)

)
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Wethe Undersigned respectfully petition the Honorable,'the c%Solll=tu!tjG 0T&mbri(jge,
to protect and

preserveperking opportunity in thC Fkrvard Square by amendi oning 0rdina ion 1.50 in conformance

with the Petition attached hereto.
'9';ahbr|dgM!' 1 '

Signdure Printed Name Address Phone
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' The CoaIition for Harvard Square
Box 19, Ombrjdge 02238 / 354-5670 -

,

WHEREAS concern and controversy regarding parking conditions in Harvard
Square is w idespread; and

WHEREAS the Square is afflicted by a shortage of convenient, reasonably
,

priced short-term parking; and
t

WHEREAS this shortage of short-term pai"klng is a main cause of chronic 11-

legal parking throughout the Square, and this illegal parking results in sig-
"nificant public nuisance and hazard; and

" ,1 ' '

WHEREAS short-term parking shortage and congestion harms local mer-
chants and businesses by discouraging customers who would arrive by car,
particularly those customers seeking to make short trips and quick errands;
and

%

! WHEREAS the City of Cambridge is far behind in its data collection, pro-
:' jections, and planning for traffic and paMng in the Square;

1

now THEREFORE, we the Undersigned respectfully petition thc Honorable,
, .

the City Council of the City of Cambr|dge, to protect present and future
pat"king 0pportunity in the Square by declaring a temporary moratorium. on

=,, ,,..,.
',,

the waiver of parking requirements for new construction wIthin the Harvard' " ""--"
-
""

jjquare Overlay District. Speclftcally, we petition tne City Council to amend
Zoning Ordinance Section 11.50, Harvard Square Overlay District, by ap-
pending to it a new subsection 11.546 (or such enumeration as may be ap-
propriate at the time), which shall read:

" "11.546 Temporary t1oratorfum on Relief from Parking Require- ,

,. . -m ments. -Within the Harvard Square Overlay District,- no City board '" · --
r ." ..' ' " ' " '".

'e;--' ·
r.'Or agency,sM11 grant any form of relief, including but not l'imited . -

'

k.': ln na:ym' " "' " """=v,\: ··=ig.¥·. .. .,
")T to waivers, special permits, exemptiorjs, reductions, and deduc-,

"

= .
,

:1 nelSFmq . ... .
"

. gn- . .'ii-". : ':r ' ' ' .' 'Z · ..\ - .
· ·' ·' · - 3

. . ·.· .· '.. '. , '·' .. . ' ' "' . - ,
' -· ' ' " '··· 'W " ,

:,='1 =
":tlon$,""from:the parkin'g 'requiremei)ts, 0f: Aiticle 6 and ,sUbsectlon ,t,.

,'
..

'

m
.',.':'

";,'j"6j36 of the Zoning 0rQinance, ['This moratorium on the granting of '
.."

,'.'" .: ' ')" ,re1ief,. shall remain, in,,force ,from the 'date. of-its adoption until
. ..

,".
"

tsuch time as: , . . -
.
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(I) The Cambridge City CoUnc!l makes specific finding that: '

(a) The Department of Community Development, cooperating
' with other Departments as necessary, has prepared and

submitted a satisfactory traffic and parking planning
study for the Harvard Square area which: updates traf-

' fic/parking counts and data; makes plausible projections
for future traffic and parking loads and conditions, tak-

' ing into account development trends for the Square; gives
i consideration to amending the paricing and loading re-
! quirements of Article 6: and puts forward a range of al-
l · ternatives and suggestions for dealing with and miti- "

)

)

gating traff ic and parking problems over time; and

,

,1 futher, that
'

t

'
(S) Substantial progress has been ma(je in tne enforcement

' of parklng rules m the Harvard Square area, such that:
F

,'

dangerous obstructive parking is greatly reduced at corn-
ers, crosswalks and noparking zones; turnover of cars at
'metered spaces is significantly increased; 10adjng zones

are generally available for loading purposes; double
' parking is significantly reduced, particularly in morning

and evening rush hours; and spillover of business paridng
onto residential streets is satisfactorily curtailed.

Or else
-

(2) Two years elapse from the date of adoption of this Ordinance,

at which time this subsection shall be automatically deleted
from Section 11,50, unless it is re-adopted by specif ic action
of the City Council.

\

Notw|thstandinC the above llm itations, the Board of Zoning Ap-

,
peals shall retain its discretionary authority to grant relief from

j parking requirements by variance, pursuant to the customary legal
! constraints on the granting of variance."
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WetheUMersignedrespectfully petition the Fbnmb1e,'theC%l§lj~th!tiB a&mbri(jge,
to protect and

preserveparking opportunity in thC Hdr'vard Square by amendi oning 0rdina ion LSD in conformance
with the Petition attached hereto.

m 'C A'nBR|DGNE!' f '
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Wethe Undersigned respectfully petition the Honorable, the ci¥?y%|%thbbC a&mbrjdge,
to protect md

preserveparking opportunity in thC Harvard Square by amendihg oning 0rdjnanmtjon 11.50 in conformance
with the Petition &tt8ched hereto. CAHBR|DGE " ·
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HARVARD SQUARE OVERLAY DISTRICT
PARKING WAIVER 110RATOR1U11 PETITION

HWAL Q A© HUS©
15 APRIL 1988

The Coalition for Harvard Square
Box 19, Cambridge 02238 / 354-5670

WHEREAS concern and controversy regarding parking conditions in Harvard
Square is widespread; and

WHEREAS the Square is afflicted by a shortage of convenient, reasonably
priced short-term parking; and

WHEREAS this shortage of short-term parictng is a main cause of chronic il-
legal parking throughout the Square, and this illegal parking results in sig-
nificant publ ic nuisance and hazard; and

WHEREAS short-term parking shortage and congestion harms local mer-
chants and businesses by discouraging customers who would arrive by car,
particularly those customers seeking to make short trips and quick errands;
and

WHEREAS the City of Cambridge is far behind in its data collection, pro-
jections, and planning for traffic and parking in the Square;

NOW THEREFORE, we the Undersigned respectfully petition the Honorable,

the City Council of the City of Cambridge, to protect present and future
parking opportunity in the Square by declaring a temporary moratorium on

the waiver of paMng requirements for new construction within the Harvard
Square Overlay District. Specifically, we petition the City Council to amend
Zoning Ordinance Section 11,50, Harvard Square Overlay District, by ap-
pending to it a new subsection 11.546 (or such enumeration as may be ap-
propriate at the time), which shall read:

, "11.546 Temporary Moratorium on Relief from Parking Require-
ments. Within the Harvard Square Overlay District, no City board

or agency shall grant any form of relief, iric1uding but not limited
to waivers, special permits, exemptions, reductions, and deduc-

tions, from the parking requirements of Article 6 arid subsection
6.36 of the Zoning Ordinance, This moratorium on the granting of
relief shall remain in force from the date of its adoption until

,

i such time as: '
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Harvafid Square Dark1h(j waiver Moratorium I Final - Ag Filed j page 2

P

(I) The Cambridge City Council makes specific finding that:

(a) The Department of Community Development, cooperating

with other Departments as necessary, has prepared and

submitted a satisfactory traffic and parking planning
study for the Harvard Square area which: updates traf-
fic/parking counts and data; makes plausible pro jections
for future traffic and parking loads and conditions, tak-
ing into account development trends for thc Square; gives
consideration to amending the parking and loading re-
quirements of Article 6: and puts forward a range of al-
ternatives and suggestions for dealiiq with and miti-
gating traffic and parking problems over time; and

futher, that

(b) Substantial progress has been maje In thc enforcement
of paMng rules In the Harvard Square area, such that:
dangerous obstructive parking is greatly reduced at corn-
ers, crosswalks and no-parking zones; turnover of cars at
metered spaces is signif icantly increased; loading zones

are generally available for loading purposes; double

parking is significantly reduced, particularly in morning
and evening rush hours; and spillover of business paMng
onto residential streets is satisfactorily curtailed,

Or else:

(2) Two years elapse from the date of adoption of this Ordinance,

at which time this subsection shall be automatica11y deleted
from Section 1 1,50, unless it is re-adopted by specific action
of the City Council,

Notwithstanding the above limitations, the Board of Zoning Ap-
peals shall retain its discretionary authority to grant relief from
parking requirements by variance, pursuant to the customary legal
constraints on the granting of variance."
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Petition of ,Pn Philip Dowels, et"m1 to amend
the Zoning OLdinances of the City of Cambridge
in Section 11.50, Harvard Square Overlay Dist-
rict by'-pzppending to it a new subsection 11.546
entitled "Temporary Moratorium on Relief from
Parking Requirements : ..'
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In City Council,

April 25, 1988
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