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ORD1"NANCE NO. 951.
Final Publication No. 2081. i'irst Publi.cation .in the Chronicle on january 29, 1981.

jr r* ..J "
e)#g::: ""%,fi.j_..j,\ CitP of Canibtibge

QOSo: :A
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O
SS:

"c'AmvE DOMbCb

In the Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred Eighty-One

.

AN ORDINANCE
In amendment to an ordinance formerly entitled "The General Ordinances of
the City of Cambridge", as revised in 1.972 and now designated as "The Code
of the City of Cambridge".

.

. Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Cambridge as follows:

Chapter Sixteen entitled: "Public Transportatioii" is hcreby amended by
striking out section ' 16-24 entitled: "Rates" and section 16-25 entitled '

"Waiting Time" and substituting in place thcrcof" ncw sections which read
as follows:

Section 16-24. Rates.

The price of rates of fares which drivers of Motor Taxicabs
shall charge and demand for services rendered in conveying passengers are
as follows:

(a) The initial drop shall be Ninety-Five ($.95) cents and
shall cover the cost of the first two-seventh of a mile or fraction thereof;

A

or the Hrst two minutes of waiting time or a combination of both. Each one-seventh of a mile thereafter or fraction thereof shall be at the rate of
Twenty ($.20) cents. ·

(b ) Longer trips may be contracted for a special rate by
agreement between the licensee and the passengcr. Each such vehicle ,shal1
be equipped with a meter whi.ch shall bc of a size and design approvcd by the
Board of License Commissioners.

Section 16-25. WaitinE i'ime.

(a) Wait.'ing time shall i.ncl.ude all time during which the
vehicle is not in motion beginning five (5) minutes after its arrival at
the place to which it has been called. No charge shall be made for time
between a premature arrival in response to a call and the time for which
the vehicle was ordered nor for time attributable to a breakdown of the
vehicle . Waiting time charges shall be made for time lost through inter-
ruption of traffic, with the exception of such time lost through the

' operation of the oµening and closing or drawbridges and the passage of
railroad trains. Waiting time shall be at the rate of Fourteen ($14.00)
Dollars per hour.
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k t_k ^. (b) Waiting Time for vehicles designed for the transporta-

tion of person who are ill or who are invalids shall be charged for at the
rate of $3.85 for forty (40) minutes of waiting time or Thirty-Five ($.35)
cents for each three and one-third minutes of waiting time, whichever is
the lesser; but no charge shall be made for time lost through interruption
of street traffic or through the inefficiency of the vehicle or its drivers,
or for time between premature arrival in response to a call and the hour
for which the vehicle was ordered.

In City Council February 23, 1981.

Passed to be ordained by a yea any nay'.vote:- Yeas 9; Nays 0; Absent 0.
6

james L. Sullivan, City Manager.

ATTEST:- Paul E. Healy, City Clerk.
C
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ORD 1"NANCE NO. 951.
Final Publication No. 2081. First Publication in the Chronicle on january 29, 1981.{
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In the Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred Eighty-One

AN ORDINANCE
In amendment to an ordinance formerly entitled "The General Ordinances of
the City of Cambridge", as revised i.n 1972 and now desi.gnated as "The Code
of the City of Cambridge".

· Be it ordained by the City Council of the City ·of Cambridge as follows:

Chapter Sixteen entitled: "Public Transportation" is hereby amended by
striking out section 16-24 entitled: "Rates" and section 16-25 entitled
"Waiting Time" and subst:i.tuti.ng i.n place therenf ncw sections which read
as follows:

Section 16-24. Rates.

The price of rates of fares which drivers of Motor Taxicabs
shall charge and demand for services rendered in conveying passengers are
as follows:

(a) The initial drop shall be Ninety-Five ($.95) cents"and
shall cover the cost of the first two-seventh of a mile or fraction thereQf;
or the first two minutes of waiting time or a combination of both. Each one-
seventh of a mile thereafter or' fraction thereof shall be at the rate of' .

Twenty ($.20) cents. ,

b

(b) L(mf'cr trips may bc cotitractcd for a special rate by
agreement between the licensee and the passengcr. Each such vehicle shall
be equipped with a meter which shall be of a si.ze and design approved by the
Board of License Commissioners.

G

Section 16-25. Waiting Time.

(a) Wattinp timc shall inc1.udc all time during which the
vehicle is not in motion beginning five (5) minutes after its arrival at
the place to which it has been called. No charge shall be made for time
between a premature arrival in response to a call and the time fo'r which
the vehicle was ordered nor for time attributable to a breakdown of the
vehicle. Waiting time charges shall be made for time lost through inter-
ruption of traffic, with the exception of such time lost through the
operation of the opening and closing of drawbridges and the passage of
railroad trains. Waiting time shall be at t.he rate of Fourteen ($14.00)
Dollars per hour.
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(b ) Waiting Time for vehicles designed for the transporta-

tion of person who are ill or who are invaljnis shall be charged for at the
rate of $3.85 for forty (40) minutes of waiting time "or Thirty-Five ($.35)
cents for each three and one-third minutes of' waiting time, whichever is
the lesser, but no charge shall be made for time lost through interruption
of street traffic or through the ineft'ici.cncy of thc vehiclc or its drivers,
or for time between premature arrival in response to a call and the hour
for which the vehicle was ordcred.

F

,

Iii City Council February 23, 1981.

Passed to be ordained by a yea any nay'.vote:- Yeas 9; Nays 0; Absent 0.
0

james L. Sullivan, City Manager.

A1'1'ES1':- Paul E. liealy, City Clerk.
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In the Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred Eighty-One

AN ORDINANCE
In amendment to an ordinance formerly cntitled "The General Ordinances of
the City of Cambridge", as revised in 1972 and now designated as "The Code

of the City of Cambridge".

· Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Cambridge as follows:

Chapter Sixteen entitled: "Public 'l'ransportat ion" is hcreby amended by
striking out section 16-24 entitled: "itates" and section 16-25 entitled
"Waiting Time" and substituting i.n p'l.acc thcrcof" ncw scct.i.ons which read
as follows:

Section 16-24. Rates.

The price of rates of fares which drivers of Motor Taxicabs
shall charge and demand for services rendered in conveying passengers are
as follows: '

(a) The initial drop shall be Ninety-Five ($.95) cents and
shall cover the cost of the first two-seventh of a mile or fraction thereof;
or the first two minutes of waiting time .or a combination of both. Each one-
seventh of a mile thereafter or fraction thereof shall be at the rate of'
Twenty ($.20) cents.

(b) Longer trips may be contracted for d special rate by
agreement between the licensee and the passenger. Each such vehicle shall '

be equipped with a meter which shall bc of a sizc and design approved by the
Board of License Commissioners.

Section 16-25. Waiting Time.

(a) Wattinp tinic shall includc all time dur.i.np which the
vehicle is not in motion beginning five (5) minutes after its arrival at
the place to which it has been called. No charge shall be made for time
between a premature arrival in response to a call and the time for which
the vehicle was ordered nor for time attributable to a breakdown of the
vehicle. Waiting time charges shall be made for time lost through inter-
ruption of traffic, with the exception of such time lost through the
operation of the opening and closing of drawbridges and the passage of
railroad trains. Waiting time shall be at the rate of Fourteen ($14.00)
Dollars per hour.

.
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(b) Waiting T.i.mc for vch'i.cles designed for the transporta-
.- "tion of person who are ill or who are invalids shall be charged for at theJ"

rate of° $3.85 for forty (40) minutCs of waiting time or Thirty-Five ($.35)
cents for each three and one-third minutcs of' waiting time, whichever is
the lesser, but no charge shall be made for time lost through interruption
of street traffic or through the inefficiency of the vehicle or its drivers,
or for time between premature arrival in response to a call and the hour
for which the vehicle was ordcred.

In City Council February 23, 1981.

Passed to be ordained by a yea any nay'.vote:- Yeas 9; Nays 0; Absent 0.
0

james L. Sullivan, City Manager.

ATTEST:- Paul E. Healy, City Clerk.
.
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" " -"'I)').'JJ\ City of Canibribge
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In the Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred Eighty-One

AN ORDINANCE
In amendment to an ordinance formerly cntitled "The General Ordinances of
the City of Cambridge", as revised in 1.972 and now designated as "He Code
of the City of Cambridge".

· Be it ordained by the City Council of the C;ty of Cambridge as follows:

Chapter Sixteen entitled: "Public Transportation" i.s hereby amended by
striking out section 16-24 entitled: "Rates" and scction 16-25 entitled ·

"Waiting Time" and substituting in place thereof new sections which read
as follows:

r

Section N-24. Rates.

The price of rates of farcs which drivers of Nlotor Taxicabs
shall charge and demand for services rendered i.n conveying passengers are
as follows:

.

(a) The initial drop shall be Ninety-Five ($.95) cents and
shall cover the cost of the first two-seventh of a mile or fraction thereof;
or the first, two minutes oi' miting time or a coIllbination of both. EacPi one-
seventh of a mile thereafter or fraction thereof shall be at the rate of'
Twenty ($.20) cents. 1

.

(b) Longer trips may be contracted for a special rate by
agreement between the licensee and the passengcr. Each such vehicle shall
be equipped with a meter which shaLl bc of a si.ze and design approved by the
Board of License Commissioners.

Section 16-25. WaitinE Time.

(a) Waiting time shall include all. time during which the
vehicle is not in motion beginning five (5) minutes after its arrival at
the place to which it has been called. No charge shall be made for time
between a premature arrival in response to a call and the time for which
the vehicle was ordered nor for time attributable to a breakdown of the
vehicle. Waiting time charges shall be made for time lost through inter-
ruption of' traffic, with the exception of such time lost through the
operation of the opening and closing of drawbridges and the passage of '

railroad trains. Waiting time shall be at the rate of Fourteen ($14.00)
Dollars per hour.

' r

¢

' " 4/""0 ;' "":'":1 jZ:"; :' :.
C



6

-
2

-
(b) Waiting Time for vehicles designed for the transporta-e ¶

tion of person who are ill or who are invalids shall be charged for at the
rate of' $3.85 for forty (40) minutes of waiting time or Thirty-Five ($.35)
cents for each three and one-third minutes of waiting time, whichever is
the lesser, but no charge shall be made for time lost through. interruption
of street traffic or through the inefficiency of the vehicle or its drivers,
or for time between premature arrival in response to a call and the hour
for which the vehicle was ordered.

In City Council February 23, 1981.

Passed to be ordained by a yea any nay'.vote:- Yeas 9; Nays 0; Absent 0.
0

james L. Sullivan, City Manager.

ATTEST:- Paul E. Healy, City Clerk.
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In the Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred Eighty-One

AN ORDINANCE
In amendment to an ordinance formerly entitled "The General Ordinances of
the City of Cambridge", as revised in 1.972 and now designated as "The Code
of the City of Cambridge".

·
' Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Cambridge as follows:

.

Chapter Sixteen entitled: "Public Transportation" is hereby amended by
striking out section 16-24 entitled: "Rates" and sccti.on 16-25 entitled
"Waiting Time" and substituting in place thereof new sections which read
as follows:

Section 16-24. Rates.

The price of rates of fares which drivers of Motor Taxicabs
shall charge and demand for services rcndercd in conveying passengers are
as follows:

.

(a) The ini tial drop shall be Ninety-Five ($. 95) cents and
shall cover the cost of the first two-seventh of a mile Qr fraction thereof;
or the first two minutes of waiting time or a combination of' both. Each one-
seventh of a mile thereafter or fraction thereof shall be at the rate of
Twenty ($,20) cents.

' (b) Longer trips may be contracted for a special rate by
agreement between the licensee and the passenger. Each such vehicle shall
be equipped with a meter which shall be of a size and design approved by the
Board of License Commissioners.

.

Section 16-25. Waiting Time.
,

(a) Waiting time shall include all time during which the
vehicle is not in motion beginning five (5) minutes after its arrival at

.the place'to which it has been called. No charge shall be rrjade for time
between a 'premature arrival in responsc to a call and the time for which
the vehicle was ordered nor for time attributable to a breakdown of the
vehicle. Waiting time charges shall. be made for time lost through inter-
ruption of traffic, with the exception ol' such iimc lost through the
operation of the opening and closing of drawbridges and the passage of
railroad trains. Waiting time shall be at the rate of Fourteen ($14.00)
Dollars per hour.

)
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- -— "- (b) Waiting Time for vehicles designed for the transporta-
tion of person who are ill or who are invalids shall be charged for at the
rate of $3.85 for forty (40) minutes· of waiting time or Thirty-Five ($.35)
cents for each three and one-third minutes of' waiting time, whichever is
the lesser, but no charge shall be made for time lost through . interruption
of' street traffic or through the inefficiency of thc vehicle or its drivers,
or for time between premature arrival in response to a call and the hour
for which the vehicle was ordered.

,

In City Council February 23, 1981.

Passed to be ordained by a yea any nay' vote:- Yeas 9; Nays 0; Absent 0.
4

\

1

james L. Sullivan, City Manager.

ATTEST:- Paul E. Healy, City Clerk.
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In the Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred EightymOne

AN ORDINANCE
In amendment to an ordinance formerly entitled "The General Ordinances of
the City of Cambridge", as revised in 1972 and now designated as "The Code

of the City of Cambridge".

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Cambridge as follows:

Chapter Sixteen entitled: "Pub1ic Transportation" is hereby amended by a

striking out sectiom 16-24 entitled: "Rates" and section 16-25 entitled
"Waiting Time" and substituting in place thereof new sections which read
as follows:

Section 16-24. Rates.

The price of rates of fares which drivers of Motor Taxicabs
shall charge and demand for services rendered in conveying passengers are
as follows:

(a) The initial drop shall be Ninety-Five ($.95) cents and

shall cover the cost of the first two-seventh 'of a mile or fraction thereof;
or the first two minutes of waiting time or a combination of both. fach one-
seventh of a mile thereafter or fraction thereof shall be at the rate of'
Twenty ($.20) cents.

(b) Longer trips may be contracted for a special rate by
agreement between the licensee and the passenger. Each such vehicle shall
be equipped with a meter which shall be of a size and design approve¢ by the

'

Board of License Commissioners.

Section 16-25. Waiting Time.

(a) Waiting time shall include all time during which the '

vehicle is not in motion beginning five (5) minutes after its arrival at
the place to which it has been called. No charge shall be made for Eime

between a premature arrival in response to a call and the time for whlich

the vehicle was ordered nor for time attributable to a breakdown of Jhe

vehicle. Waiting time charges shall be made for time lost through inter-
ruption of traffic, with the exception of such time lost through the ·

operation of the opening and closing of drawbridges and the passage of
railroad trains. Waiting time shall be at the rate of Fourteen ($14.oo)
Dollars per hour.
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(b) Waiting Time for vehicles designed for the transporta-
tion of person who are ill or who are invalids shall be charged for at the
rate of' $3.85 for forty (40) minutes of waiting time or Thirty-Five ($.35)
cents for each three and one-third minutes of waiting time, whichever is
the lesser, but no charge shall be made for time lost through': interruption
of street traffic or through the inefficiency of the vehicle or its drivers,
or for time between premature arrival in response to a call and the hour

for which the vehicle was ordered.

In City Council February 23, 1981.

Passed to be ordained by euyea any nay'.vote:- Yeas 9; Nays 0; Absent 0.

James L. Sullivan, City Manager.

ATTEST:- Paul E. Healy, City Clerk.
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CAMBRIDGE CITY COUNCIL
CITYHALL,CAMBR[DGE,MASSACHUSETTSo2i39

,

(617) 498-9094

january 19, 1981

The Honorable, The City Council:
.

On November 19, 1980, the taxicab industry in the City of Cambridge

petitioned the City Council to grant them a meter fare increase by
.

amending the relevant City ordinance.

On Wednesday last, the fourteenth of january, 1981 the petition came

before the Ordinance Comnittee of the Cambridge City Council. It
became clear at this meeting that the taxicab industry was not ready

to respond to a variety of Council questions with a coherent body of
comparative data.

Rather than vote on the question in the absence of data, the Ordinance
Committee elected to refer the question to this M-HoC Committee whose
members are: I) the Administrative Assistant to the City Council,
2) the Chairperson of the License Commission and 3) the Director of
Traffic and Parking. On Friday morning last, our Committee met with
the taxicab industry and reviewed as much information as was available. .

Enclosed please find our recommendation to the Council on this particular
petition for a rate increase as well as our recommendation for a more
uniform procedure and required substantiation on future petitions.

c°gg'c
Administrative Assistant to the
City Council

RM/smc

Enclosure
I

N.B. Please note that some of the percentages have been corrected since
the issuing of this report last week. However, these corrections
in no way affect the conclusion of this report.
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INTRODUCTION

The petitioners have requested that taxicab meters be changed from the

present rate of 95 cents for the first 1/5 of a mile or fraction thereof

and 20 cents for each additional 1/5 of a mile or fraction thereof and

$10.00 per hour forwaitingtime to: 95 cents for the first 2/7 of a

mile or fraction thereof and 20 cents for each additional 1/7 of a mile

or fraction thereof and $14.00 per hour for waiting time. The present

rate has been in effect since June 15, 1979. On the following pages is
r

an example of how this change would effect rides of different distances.

The Committee recommends that the increase as presented by the petitioners

is fair and we therefore recommend it to the City Council. We feel

strongly that the increase is skewed appropriately with the local in-

Cambridge short rides impacted the least and the longer out-of-town

rides carrying the larger percentage of the increase.
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PERCENTAGES AND WHOLE NUMBER CHANGE IN

PRICE FOR VARIOUS RIDES UNDER PRESENT AND PROPOSED RATES

RIDE PRESENT RATE PROPOSED RATE % INCREASE

DROP .95 .95 0%
t

1 MILE ].75 ].95 11.4%

2 MILES 2.75 3.35 21.8%

3 MILES 3.75 4.75 26.6%

4 MILES 4.75 6.15 29.4%

5 MILES 5.75 7.55 31.3%

WAITING TIME $10/HR $14/HR 40.0%

q
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SUPPORTING DATA

EXPENDITURE 6/79 PRICE 1/81 PRICE % INCREASE

GASOLINE $79.47/ga1. $121.61/gal. 53.0%

INSURANCE $900/year $2,000/year "12.3.3%

(Comp./Fire/
Theft)

CHEVY TAXI PACKAGE $6,101.55 $8,306.59 36.1%

ENGINE $475 $650 36.8%

TRANSMISSION $175 $275 57.1%

PARTITION $165 $210 27.2%

The average taxi ride in Metropolitan Boston has been calculated to be 2.2 miles

which is rounded for use here to 2 miles. Under the proposed rate increase,

a 2 mile ride incurs a percentage increase of 21.8%. The above data

indicates that major cost centers in the industry are rising well above

the proposed rate of increase.
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SUGGESTIONS FOR PROCEDURES ON FUTURE PETITIONERS FOR RATE INCREASES

It is not surprising that the industry fails to bring forward a uniform

and substantiated package of data to support their petitions, for at

present there is no formal request for such a package from any regulatory

bodies.

Ye therefore suggest the following steps be taken on future requests.

I) A punch list of specific items and services be established to fully
document the need for increased rates.

2) A procedure for examining the request and data be established which

invite the partitipcation of impacted groups, citizens and agencies.

3) Related services might be considered in the process, such as leasing

or multiple fares as potential items of negotiations which might

impact the actual amount of the incriase.

This Committee is prepared to work on these issues should the Council so

desire.

RM/smc
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In Citij Council january...i9.,....1.981

The Ordinance Committee

comprised of the entire membership of the City Council
to which

was referred the petition of Edward F. Reid of Ambassador-Brattle
Taxi, et al for a new rate schedule for licensed taxicabs in the
City of Cambridge met on january 14, 1981 in the City Council Chamber
with Councillor David Wylie presiding.

The Chair called for the proponents to appear and heard from the
petitioner, Edward F. Reid of 10 Wendover Street, Dorchester who stressed
the increased cost of operations and the cost of living increases due to
inflation. Mr. Reid stated that the proposed rate schedule would.provide
that the present rate of $.95 for 1/5 mile and $.20 for each additional
1/5 of a mile or fraction thereof for a total of $1.75 for the firstmile be changed to $.95 for the first 2/7 of a mile or fraction thereof
and $.20 for each additional 1/7 of a mile for a total of $1.95 for the
first mile resulting in an increase of 23%. The petitioner also requested
that the present waiting time of $10.00 per hour be increased to $14.00 perhour.

Counci11or Wylie stated that a 59% increase since 1976 averaged 15% each
year.

Mayor Duehay stated that the Committee needed the figures on increased\

costg and that they should be presented and that the Committee should
have an independent analysis of cost figures by Richard McKinnon,
Administrative Aide to the City Council; Mary Calnan of the License
Commission and George Teso of the Department of Traffic and Parking
before reaching any decision on the petition. A discussion arose as
to the possibility cit' studying the iuicorne tax returns of the taxi
operators.

Councillor Graham inquired about the possibility of picking up more than
one passenger and reducing the costs of operation and stressed the need
for firm figures on the costs of operations.

Counci11or David Sullivan stated that the issue of profitability should
be considered but the interest of consumers should be protected, that
innovative wages should be considered to provide transportation by the
Community Development Oepartment and the views of newly created Co,nsumers
Council should be solicited.
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The Committee heard from Gregory Leonard. of 6 Nancy Road, Southeaston,
Mass. who outlined the increased costs of repairs, medallions, inpurance
and taxicabs.

Counci11or Graham stated that the cost and a fair return on your jnvest-
merit is the issue to be determined.

%

. 0

,
Mayor Duehay stated that he would need more information before he voted
and urged the petitioners to work with the Committee of three to establish
the costs of operztion and submit their findings to the City' Council.

Each member of the Committee stressed the need to have the cost figures
,

available before taking any action.

Counci11or Ve11ucci moved that the petition be referred to a special sub-
committee of Richard Mckinnon, Administration Aide to the City Council,
Ek.r"" C:?lr^ar of the t.icense Commission and George Teso of the Trafficqj .

Department and further that they submit their report to the City Council
by Morxjay, january 19, 1981, that in the event that they cannot meet
that deadline they can so inform the City Council.

The motion to refer carried after further discussion.

The Committee heard from Henry Yenvokian, Secretary-Treasurer of the
Taxi Operators Union of 650 Beacon Street, Boston and james Watchmaker

of the same address who stressed the need for increased rates.

Oavid Brown of 161 Putnam Avenue, Cambridge and jim Thomas of Bratt1e
Cab also appeared in favor. Mr. Thomas indicated that he could gross
$96.00 in 8 hours and would clear $40.00 after all expenses were deduct-
ed or $200.00 for a five day week.

David Brown stated that a 1980 Checker Cab cost $8,000 and that 1981
model has increasCd to $8,100 that the rate increases do not keep up
with inflation and that some fixed 'costs cannot be anticipated, that
he was working longer hours to pay his bills.
The Committee adjourned at 9:14 p.m. and will await the report of the
Special Committee as proposed by Counci11or Ve11ucci.

'°jUjjU,L-"
1

d

Counci11or David A. Wylie,
Chairman.
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In the Year One Thousand, Nine Hundred iiighty-One

¶

AN ORDINANCE
i 1"1 amendment to an ordi nance formc'rly cnti tlcj "The Gencraj. Ordinances of
ihc City of Carnbridllc", as revised in 1972 and now designated as "The Code
of" thc Ci.ty oi' Camb'ridge". '

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Cambridge as follows:
t

K

('haptcr Sixteen entitled: "Public Transportation" is hcreby amended by
s',l:r.ik.ing out section 16-2'1 entitled: "itates" and section 16-25 entitled
"Waiting j'inic" and substituting in place thcrcof new sections which read

\

:ts follows:
*¶

D

n V '

St'Ct i.cm 1.6--24. Rates.
,

The price of r'ates of' fares which drivers of Motor Taxicabs
:'l.:il1 \'i]r|rgC and dcmand i"or serviccs rcndcrcd in 'conveying passengcrs are
a:; !'()i lows:

(a) 1'hc ini Lial drop sh:i11 be Nir)cty-l"ive ($.95) ccnts and
sh,tl1 CO'\°(:l' t,hc cost of' the first two-scvcnt.h of' a mile or fraction thereof;
()]' iht' f"l]':;t: two minutcs of waiting ti.mc or a combination of both. Each one-
s'cvt:nth t.)"{' a mile thcrcafter or fraction t.hercoi' shall be at the rate of
°1j·,'enty ($.20) cents.

,

Y

(b ) [,ortger trips may be contracted for a special. rate by
:\l¶',t'(:cmcl)t bct:wcen tbc J.i.ccnsce and the passcngcr. Each such vehicle shall
1)l' equipped with a meter which shall be of a size and design approved by "the
]h);l]'d of' Ucerise Commissioners.

S("'ctiorj 16--25. waitjrlf? Time.

(
a

,) Waiting timc shall include: all time durinj' which the
\'chi.c1c is not .in motion beginni.ng five (5) miriutes after its arrival at
ihc place to which it has been callcd. No charge shall bc made for time
l)('t.\qccn a premature arrival. in response' to a call and the time for which
the vehicle was ordered nor for time attributable to a breakdown of the
\'chic1c... Waitinp ti.rnc charpcs sh'a11. bc made for time lost through inter-"
riipt.icm of traffic, with the exception of such timc lost through the
('l)t!rat,i(m oi' the opening and closing of drawbridges and the passage of
]':ii1road trains. Waiting timc sh:ill. be at the rate of Fourteen ($14.0O)

' l.)() 1 ] a r s p e r h o li i" .
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(b ) Wait:i rig 'l'iinc for vehicles desigried for the transporta-
' t ion of' person who :irc ill or who arc invalids shall be charged for at the
' r:itc of' S3.85 1'oi' tbi'ty (40) minutes o1° waitinj' Lime or 1'hirty-Five ($.35)

L'cnts f"jl" ea.ch thi'cc and one-third minutes of' waitir)g time, whichever isi' U)(" ]('ssc7', but no charge shall bc made for time lost through interrupti on
ol" si rcct traffic or through the .incf'i"'ici ency of the vehicle or i'ts drivers,
()!' 1^(")]' t imc b(?(,wc("'n pr'cmat.urc arrival in response to a call and the hour
f'or which the vehicle was ordered.

Passed to a second reading' at the City Council meeting held on
january 26, 1981 and on or after February 9, 1981 the question comes on
passing "to be ordained.

\
..

ATTEST: Paul E. Healy, City Clerk.
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In the Year Ont,: Thousand, Nine Huruirec1 !':i ghty-One

L

AN ORl ) Ni v,NC Z

";

j] amendment to an ordinancc f'(")rn!(:,'! \, "."'ni.i t,lt'd '"Me ( (?neral. Orel inances ofC '

P lhe City of Cambridge", as revised in 197: 't and now designated as "The Code

() f" the C i. ty of Cambri d p e".G «

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Cambridge as follows:
!

i Chapter Sixteen entitled: "Public Transportation" is hereby amended by
striking out section 16-24 entitled: "Rates" and section 16-25 entitled
"Waiting 'time" and substi.t,uting in place thereof new sections whic'h read
:is follows:

St"c: t i(..'l]] ].6 --2 4
. Ra tes .

. ']'}!t'! price of rates of fares which drivers of Motor Taxicabs
:',ll:l! I t-'ll it"gc

:'i]l(,j (l('m:|r)(| i"'or serviccs rendered in conveying passengers are
a s f()i !")"n!:::

,.

""'"'"" I

(a) The initial drop shall be N'incty-Five ($.95) ccnts and

shall cover the cost of the first two-seventh of a mile or fraction thereof;
· e 0 0 e 0 0

,

_,, or the ,firs:t two minutcs of' waiting tinne or a combination of' both. Each one--2l

seventh of a mile thereafter or fraction thereof shall be at the rate of
'twenty (S .20) cents.

L

(b ) Longer trips may be contracted for a special rate by
»'.',r'eemc"nt between the licensee and the passenger. Each such vehicle shall
be equ'ippcd with :i meter which shall be of a size and design approved by the
Board of Ucense Commissioners.

Section 16-25. WaitinE Tine.

(a ,) Wai.ting time shall include all time during which the
vrhiClc' is not in motion beginning five (5) minutes after its arrival at
the place to which it has been called. No charge shall be made for time
between a premature arrival in response to a call and the time for which
the vehicle was ordered nor for time attributable to a breakdown of the
\.'chiclc:. Waitinp t:i.mc charpes sh'all. bc made for time lost through inter-
rupt.icn of traffic, with the exception of such time lost through the

,
(")l)erat.i(m of the opening and closing of drawbridges and the passage of
]':ii1road trains. Waiting time shall be at the rate of Fourteen ($14.00)
Dollar's per hour.

»
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(b) Waiting Time for vehicles designed for the transporta-

t ion of' person who arc "ill or who are inva1."ids shall be charged for at the
rate of' S3.85 for forty (40) minutes of waiting time or Thirty-Five ($.35)
ccnts fur each t:hrcc and one-third minutes of' waiting time, whichever is
the lesser, but no charge shall be made for time lost through interruption

' of"' street traffic or through the inefficiency of the vehicle or its drivers,
' - - ()1° for time betwtr"n prcmat.ure :'irriva1. in response to a call and the hour

for which the vehicle was ordered.

Passed to a second reading at the City Council meeting held on
january 26, 1981 and on or after February 9, 1981 the question comes on
passing to be ordained.

ATTEST: Paul E. Hea1y, City Clerk.
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The Ordinance Committee t

comprised of the entire membership of the City Council
,

to which
was referred the petition of Edward F. Reid of Ambassador-Brattle
Taxi, et al for a new rate schedule for licensed taxicabs in the
City of Cambridge met on january 14, 1981 in the City Council Chamber '

with Councillor David Wylie presiding. }

The Chair called for the proponents to appear and heard from the
petitioner, Edward F. Reid of 10 Wendover Street, Dorchester who' stressed
the increased cost of operations and the cost of living increases due to [

inflation. Mr. Reid stated that the proposed rate schedule would provide
' that"the present rate of $.95 for 1/5 mile and $.20 for each additional

1/5 of a mile or fraction thereof fQr a total of $1.75 for the first
j

mile be changed to $.95 for the first 2/7 of a mile or fraction thereof '

and $.20 for each additional 1/7 of a mile for a total of $1.95 for the )

first mile resulting in an increase of 23%. The petitioner also requested
that the present waiting time of $10.00 per hour be increased to $14.0,0 perhour.

Counci11or Wylie stated that a 59% increase since 1976 averaged 15% each
!

Vm .year.

Mayor Duehay stated that the Committee needed the figures on increased
costs and that they should be presented and that the Committee should
have ail independent analysis of cost figures by Richard Mckinnon,
Administrative Aide to the City Council; Mary Calnan of the License
Commission and George Teso of the Department of Traffic and Parking
before reaching any decision on the petition. A. discussion arose asto the possibility of studying the income tax returns of the taxi
operators.

Councillor Graham inquired about the possibility of picking up more than
one passenger and reducing the costs of operaticm and stressed the need
for firm figures on the costs of operations.

Councillor Oavid Sullivan stated that the issue of profitability should
be considered but the interest of consumers should be protected, that
innovative wages should be considered to provide transportation by the
Community Development Department and the views of newly created Consumers

mCouncil should be solicited.
)
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The Committee heard from Gregory Leonard of 6 Nancy Road, Southeaston,
Mass. who outlined the increased costs of repairs, medallions, insurance
and taxicabs.

Counci11or Graham "stated that the cost and a fair return on your invest-
ment is the issue to be determined.

,
Mayor Duehay stated that he would need more information before he voted
and urged the petitioners to work with the Committee of three to establish
the costs of operation and submit their findings to the City' Council.

Each member of the Committee stressed the need to have the cost" figures
available before taking any action.

Councillor Ve11ucci moved that the petition be referred to a special sub-
committee of itichard Mckinnon, Administration Aide to the City Council,
Mary Calnan of the License Commission and George Teso of the Traffic
Department and further that they submit their report to the City Council
by Monday, janyary 19, 1981, that in the event that they cannot meet
that deadline they can so inform the City Council.

¥

The motion to refer carried after further discussion.
K

The Committee heard from Henry Yenvokian, Secretary-Treasurer of the
Taxi Operators Union of 650 Beacon Street, Boston and james Watchmaker
of the same address who stressed the need for increased rates.

Oavid Brown of 161 Putnam Avenue, Cambridge and jim Thomas of Brattle
Cab also appeared in favor. Mr. Thomas indicated that he could gross
$96.00 in 8 hours and would clear $40.00 after all expenses were deduct-
ed or $200.00 for a five day week.

,
David Brown stated that a 1980 Checker Cab cost $8,000 and that 1981

'

model ha°s increased to $8,100 that the rate increases do not keep up
with inflation and that some fixed costs cannot be anticipated, that '

he was working longer hours to pay his bills. .

The Committee adjourned at 9:14 p.m. and will await the report of the
.

Special Committee as proposed by Counci11or Vellucci.

For the Committee,

a

Counci11or David A. Wylie,
Chairman.
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qs,>F J CITY OF CAMBRIDGEa
B

'"'e?:EEi,S CITY HALL, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139 · (617) 498-9017

OFFICE OF
THE CITY CLERK

a

january 7
,

1981

Mr. joseph Silva, President
Ambassador-Brattle Taxi
180 Bent Street
Cambridge, MA 02139

Dear Mr. Silva:

Please be advised that the City Council has scheduled a hearing

on your request for a rate increase in the taxi meters for Wednesday,

january 14, 1981 at 7 p.m. in the City Council Chamber, City Hall, Cambridge,

Massachusetts.

You are requested to appear at this time and be heard.

Your kind attention in this matter will be greatly appreciated.

,"=>'«
Paul E. Healy, City Clerk

pEH/dl
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jcm' ; CITY OF CAMBRIDGE?o&i,S CITY HALL, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139 · (617) 498-9017

OFFICE CjF .

THE CITY CLERK

january 7, 1981

0

Mr. Edward Reid, President
Cambridge Association of Taxi Owners
10 Wendover Street
Boston, MA 02125

Dcar Mr. Reid:

Please be advised that the City Council has scheduled a hearing

on your request for a rate increase in the taxi meters for Wednesday,

january 14, 1981 at 7 p.m. in the City Council Chamber, City Hall, Cambridge,

Massachusetts.

You are requested to appear at this time and be heard.
.

Your kind attention in this matter will be greatly appreciated.

:L2»a4
. Paul E. Healy, City Clerk.

pEH/dl

\
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City of cambridge(l[i:,::a:j:s' CITY HALL, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139 0 (617) 498-9017

OFFICE OF
THE CITY CLERK

,

january 7, 1981

Mr. Arthur Coldberg, President
Cambridge Taxi Company
2 Bay Street
Cambridge, MA 02139

Dear Mr. Goldberg:

Please be advised that the City Council has scheduled a hearing

on your request for a rate increase in the taxi meters for Wednesday,

january 14, 1981 at 7 p.m. in the City Council Chamber, City Hall, Cambridge,
g

Massachusetts.
,

You are requested to appear at this time and be heard.

Your kind attention in this matter will be greatly appreciated.

Very tr y rs,
0

A^7 ,iPaul E. iiea1y, City Cler

pEH/d1
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WHILE YOU WERE OUT

PHONE

Telephoned Plea8e CALL

Called to see you Will cal,l again

MESSAGE
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BYi;gF!?E 9f CITY CLEfh,

HoyZO I 24M'80
h

,

CAMBRIDGE,
MAS$.

November 19, 1980

City of Cambridge
City Clerk
Cambridge, Massachusetts

TO: City Council

SUBjECT: Request for change of rate of licensed taxicabs

We, the undersigned ,ho1ders of licensed taxicabs in the City of
Cambridge, request that taxicab meters be changed from the present
rate of 95 cents for the first 1/5 of a mile or fraction thereof
and 20 cents for each additional 1/5 of a mile or fraction thereof
and ¶JQo6O per hour for waiting time to: 95 cents for the first2/7 of a mile or fraction thereof and 20 cents for each additional
1/7 of a mile or fraction thereof and $14.00 per hour for waiting
time.

By:

4:>#?,¥^
AMBASSADOR-BRATTLETAXI
'>

~.r" t ^ /|i
a

}

B E TAXI ANY

dt7a¶
CHECKER CAB OF CAMBRIDGE
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Petition of C.A.T.O. , Ambassador-Bratt1e
and Cambridge Taxi Company requesting an
increase in the taxi rates.

· I
W

- A/a'/¶/
,

+
J

: tPll=mq L tUm
L

»

V -a^LcuAed "

VF

6' 9-o -c)
m

t
In City Council,
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