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IN CITY COUNCIL
November 5, 2001

COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN
COUNCILLOR BORN
COUNCILLOR BRAUDE
COUNCILLOR DAVIS
COUNCILLOR DECKER
MAYOR GALLUCCIO
VICE MAYOR MAHER
COUNCILLOR REEVES
COUNCILLOR TOOMEY

'WHEREAS:  This City Council was deeply saddened at learning of the death of Thomas S. Durant,
M.D. on October 30, 2001; and

WHEREAS:  Thomas was the Assistant Director of Massachusetts General Hospital who was
considered the angel of mercy from Boston because of his work easing the misery of the

sick and dying refugees from four continents; and

WHEREAS:  Dr. Durant received many honors and awards for his work whose primary focus was on
helping people who are less fortunate; and

WHEREAS:  Dr. Durant worked at Massachusetts General Hospital for thirty-three years and was a
lifelong resident of Dorchester; and ‘

WHEREAS:  Dr. Durant was a graduate of Boston English High School, Boston College and
Georgetown University; and

WHEREAS: In the 1940's, while serving in the Army in Korea, Dr. Durant vowed to return to that part
of the world when he saw a boy who had received inferior medical care; and

WHEREAS: In the 1960's, Dr. Durant was in charge of civilian medical clinics in Vietnam; and

WHEREAS: - Thomas was a Boston Red Sox fan, an amateur photographer, and a rugby player; and

WHEREAS: Thomas's passing will leave a void in the lives of all his surviving family, his wife of 49
years Fredericka (Finn) Durant; his sons Stephen, Joseph P., and Sean F. Durant; and his
five grandchildren; and

WHEREAS: Thomas will be sorely missed by all he touched and loved; now therefore be it

RESOLVED: That this City Council go on record extending its deepest sympathy to the family of
Thomas S. Durant, M.D. at this tjme of such personal loss; and be it further



RESOLVED: That the City Clerk be and hereby is requested to forward a suitably engrossed copy of
this resolution to the Durant family on behalf of the entire City Council.

In City Council November 5, 2001.
Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

A true copy;

ATTEST-‘ “9 W W

D. Margaret Drury
City Clerk
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Dr. Thomas Durant; attendee of the dlsposseesed

By Brian C. Mooney
GLOBE STAFF
For 20 years, Thomas 8. Du-
“rant pushed Massachusetts Gen-
»eral Hoapital to.share its world-
»«famous medical expertise with

Dr. Durant, 73, & physician *

who was assistant director of
MGH, devoted much of his adult
life to easing the misery of tens of
thoasands of sick and dying refu-

Jgees In squalid, disease-infested
camps at trouble spots on four
continents.

He died yesterday at Mass.
. General, ending a 13-year battle
‘with cancer.

“He got the hospital focused on
the fact that there is a very big
‘world out there that we are part
of,” said Dr. James J. Mongan,
president of MGH. “We're going to

the work of physicians and nurses

" who will continue Dr. Durant's
' mission abroad.

“He was always able to remind

,. us of our responsibility to help

ran interference for hundreds of
sick people who sought trestment
at the hospital. :

Dr. Durant saw the world but
never Al

in refugee camps during the
slaughters by the Ehmer Rouge in

Under the auspices of the
Refugee Ci

his life, he resided in St. Mark's
Parish. He met Fredericka Finn,
his wife of 49 years, when they at-
tended the parish grammar
school. They raised three sons on
Melville Avenue.
Stephen Durant, a clinical psy-
chologist at MGH, said his father
Tived a rich, full life. “He didn't get

and, in recent years, Concern
Worldwide, Dr. Durant’s humani-
tarian travels also took him to Af-
ghanistan in the mid 1980s, to
Kurdish camps on the Turkish-
Iragi border after the Persian Gulf

1999 GLOBE STAFF FLE PHOTO/BILL GREENE

Dr. Thomas Durant, Sox cap in hand, helping refugees in Macedonia.

chested,” his son said. His father - ica, and Bosnia, Croatia, Kosovo,
aspired, hesaid, tothe ideals ofbe-  Macedonia, and Albania in the
ing a man for others, as the Jesuits  Balkans.
had taught him, and to the words Mozambique and Honduras
of the gospel according to Luke: were natural disasters, caused by
“For unto whomsoever much is  flood and hurricane. The rest were
given, of him shall much be re- human-made calamities, the

o product of civil war atrocities or
Dr. Durant graduated from genocide.
Boston English High School and In 1999, he left a hospital bed
two Jesutt schools — Boston Col-  in Germany, where he had under-
lege and U gone
where he received his medical de-  apy treatment for his cancer, and  fail.
gree. Besides his family and his  flew directly to the Balkans to Dr. Durant was a man of many
work, BC was one of the great workina refugee camp. other talents. He was an outstand-
loves of Dr. Durant's life. The oth- In May, to ing amateur creat-
ers included Mass. General and Honduras, where MGH estab- .ing the powerful images for his
the Boston Red Sox. lished a partnership with a local ~slide show that depicted the hor-
He complained that the Sox hospital after Hurricane Mitch in  ram he eaw aronnd the world. The
brought him considerably less joy. presentation closed with a shot of
‘The only child of hard-working A trip in June to Ethiopia was  Fourth of July fireworks over the

— aFrench-Canadian  canceled when his healthbeganto  Charles River, a reminder to his

“He made & promise that if he
ever got the chance, he’d go back
to that part of the world and do
something to help,” his son Ste-

recalled.

Tt was also in Vietnam that he

audience of the freedoms and
privileges they enjoy in the United
States.

He took up the game of rugby
at age 47 and played it with a
# sness th

grandson, Brian Durant, then 15.

Besides his wife and son, Ste-
phen of Dorchester, Dr. Durant
leaves two sons, Joseph P. of Med-
ford and Sean F. of Boston, and

that almost
compensated for his small stature
and advancing years. He played
his last match at the age of 70 ina
contest with his son, Stephen, and

A funeral Maas will be oclcbrat-
ed Friday at 10 a.m. at St. Mark’s
Church. Burial will be in Cedar

Secure Your Financial Future

The Boston Globe

MONEYMATTER S

Personal Finance Conference and Expo

Please note the event date has béen ch
pologize for any inc ience

We

Saturday, March 23,2002 ¢ World Trade Center, Boston ® 7:45 am fo 5:30 pm

h

d s, dav N
ged from

Y:

Tor-gidermlim,viﬁtwww.v

com/moneymatiers.
You moy oo regike by completing and rekuring the form below or calling 1-877-742-5864,

17,

FoN



[}

RESOLVED: That the City Clerk be and hereby is requested to forward a suitably engrossed copy of
this resolution to the Durant family on behalf of the entire City Council.
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WHEREAS: This City Council was deeply saddened af learning of the death of Thomas S. Durant,
M.D. on October 30, 2001; and

WHEREAS: Thomas was the Assistant Director of Massachusetts General Hospital who was
considered the angel of mercy from Boston because of his work easing the misery of the
sick and dying refugees from four continents; and

WHEREAS:  Dr. Durant received many honors and awards for his work whose primary focus was on
helping people who are less fortunate; and

WHEREAS:  Dr. Durant workéd at Massachusetts General Hospital for thirty-three years and was a
lifelong resident of Dorchester; and '

WHEREAS:  Dr. Durant was a graduate of Boston English High School, Boston College and
Georgetown University; and

WHEREAS: In the 1940's, while serving in the Army in Korea, Dr. Durant vowed to return to that part
of the world when he saw a boy who had received inferior medical care; and

WHEREAS: In the 1960's, Dr. Durant was in charge of civilian medical clinics in Vietnam; and

WHEREAS: Thomas was a Boston Red Sox fan, an amateur photographer, and a rugby player; and

WHEREAS:  Thomas's passing will leave a void in the lives of all his surviving family, his wife of 49
years Fredericka (Finn) Durant; his sons Stephen, Joseph P., and Sean F. Durant; and his
five grandchildren; and "

WHEREAS: Thomas will be sorely missed by all he touched and loved; now therefore be it

RESOLVED: That this City Council go on record extending its deepest sympathy to the family of
Thomas S. Durant, M.D. at this time of such personal loss; and be it further
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Resolution #7

 Resolution on the death of Thomas

S. Durant, M.D.

Councillor Sullivan and entire
membership

In City Council November 5, 2001

ORDER ADOPTED





