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CAMER! g;j\@g%;g go, 1985
Dear Cambridge City Councillors,

I am writing this Tetter to ardently support the proposed draft
for a revised Regulation of Street Performances in the City of Cambridge,
written by one Stephen H. Baird. I feel we urgently need some very
clear-cut guidelines that are unambiguous and lean toward the support
of the street musicians who provide such color, uniqueness, and enter-
tainment for our city.

I can also speak personally about this matter. Although I have a
fulltime job as a system's analyst, I greatly enjoy playing my glass
harmonica (picture enclosed) for street audiences, especially those in
Harvard Square. Although I perform in many formal settings around the
Boston area, including churches, universities, museums and historical
societies, the interaction I get with a very close personalized audience
is something special for me. The money I get is not as important to me
as the pleasure I share with the people who see and hear my unique in-
strument.

I require electricity to make the spindle of the instrument rotate,
and the wonderful management at Warburton's Bakery have kindly and
generously agreed to allow me to use their outside electricity. Not only
have they given me full permission to play in front of their store, but
they actually want me to be there whenever possible because they think
I increase their sales. Now, I thought the law forbidding musicians to
play in-front of shops was originally enacted because the store owners
complained about the congestion. Well, these people Aren't complaining!
Most police officers who see me play will not tell me to move; they more
Tikely than not will stand and Tisten and enjoy my music. Only one par-
ticular officer comes and tells me if I do not move I will be arrested
and have my musicians permit permanently revoked. What is the law? Are
these threats legitimate? Why is the law so arbitrary and subject to
personal whim? This policeman says he does not care what I do after 4PM.
The law does not change at that hour, but the officer goes off his beat.
Apparently it's OK if I break the law as long as he is not present to see
me do it. Is this professional behavior?

I would like to see Mr. Baird's proposal approved so I will once
and for all know if I am indeed breaking the law or not. I have gone
to the Cambridge police station many times for clarification of the law
and even the higher-ranking officers cannot give me clear answers or
protect me from the possibility of being harassed by this one policeman
while I play.

I thank you for your consideration of this important matter.

Sincerely youys,

ééha.‘f
Vera E. Meyer

30 Sciarappa St.
Cambridge, Ma. 02141
cc: Mayor Leonard Russell
Captain Patrick Corcoran, CPD
Cambridge Chronicle
Steven H. Baird
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Comm. from Vera E. Meyer, 30 Sciarappa St.,
in support of the proposed draft for revised
street performance regulations, as submitted
by Stephen H. Baird.

In City Council,

April 8, 1985 ///%5‘/ )
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