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PiTBULLS '

One theory advanced to account for the others. "They will literally fight till
' 'i'"" :

\"F ' :' breedb unusually stable and congenial- they're deadflfyou found that quality in
' "? '?.: :.

' '-!.
. . ;:

"jg:,.'
,

'i,'.- ·' to-people disposition is that he is far too a boxer or a ootball player, you'd say it
"""i ,"":"; 1 °N

'

,,
T- formidable a beastfor it to' be prudent to was admirable. Will to win. That's what

,
::

.,
K'qk':'.

',, '% ::8,,

'. lj; \ allow vicious individuals to survive (and a pit 'bd'l'has?'·}': '.:'k-'7"2':1."'. 4 "( -"' '"'.

'?, · " "

j . . I ". '· "'·,
,

' ', thus to pvopagale).
. . .

77iis selectivepro-, Others call it a "will to kill." At least
"' "" :j ,

"
' ' \

:

\
, ,

'1
. ,

""
,,, .

' cess tended to weed out the mean a/ogs; 35 communities nationwide have con-%1
.

"
. ,

' · , ,
%

· " e "'i '-' i
":-" .'", ",' i 1

and has left llf with a dog with an aimostj sidered banning the breed Irom within
l'i"

,

'

<' '\ ", ridiculouslyainiabledisposition.
,

their city limits, and while such ordi-
>!' ") '

'

"' —Richard F. Stratton' nances have run into constitutional
4. .

'-?' :
-.

a This Is the American Pit Bull Terrier problems stemming from the difficulty
. ..

. , .. , "
" '

(1976). in definingexactlywhat a pit bull terrier

. i '
t',

t
is, their number is growing weekly. The

r , .
"' i ' c p"

,

i '.,.:.> Hp ' -.

, ,., "i' 1
C'

.
he mean ones are the"aberrations still. horror stories involving pit bulls are vo-

LT'""""" i "' '"'" But the aberrations are more numerous. luminous. Recent traged'ies include .the -

a
C,

' .
al

. ,' = ,,
—Richard F. STRATTON' death of two-year-oldJames Soto, who .

'"' ' ' July 8, 1987 was mauled in Morgan Hill, Calif., on
"'

.

·"" 'e
- -

.

' June 13 by a neighbor's pit bull. The at-
'

.".' ,,p:,,. '
', C" "

merica has a four-legged tack rendered the child "unrecognizable.

;, t "
'

"
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g A problem called the American' as a human being," according to para-,

'

i
': ', ,:2Z--' ', 6a-,,
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:

" F pit bull terrier. And the pit bull, medics. Nine days later a national tele- -

.':':"?i
.

""".'""""
·..','

' -· Z
. . . . . . . . . .. .

"' ".'i' " ! '.:'J;'t' " ,» " its "ri&culously amiable dispo- vIsion audience watching the evening

,
'gj;'" " ..

'

, .,
b"

.

E

sition" notwithstanding, has a two- news was treated to the terrifying spec
'

« t;;g' " " v '".
"

,

'

-
' i legged problem called Man, to whom tack of a pit bull terrier attacking Los

i

"E. i" Si": :" """"'
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:
,

'". -";-
,

S Stratton's second quote could also be ap- Angeles animal control onicer Florence
" ' pEji: "

jk,.}b
"-'

"' .,,,"",-""""" " :-
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'
.

s; i plied. These two species are not new to Crowell. The 33-year-old woman sur-
"" " "i"3; i .:;'j' ,;b"

.
i' ".. '" ; each other. They have intermingled for vived but spent five days in the hospital.:! ,0' :: ZH ·'

.·, Kt ·' · 4' ,' '
· k " "

, '· "-
· 4E"iti',t g:'.: ,:QF(: ": i ;,'. -¢:'i*

. "· "xi (y '"""
2 some 200 years, and some say their com- On April 6, a retired surgeon, 67-
: mon history goes back as far as the Ro- year-old William Eckmajjt, was killed by

'

mans. But something has happened to two pit bulls on a street in Dayton, Ohio.
AFTER THIS AND ANOTHER PIT BULL the pit bull in the last decade that says as On that same day, 16-month-old Melis-

'

.

ATTACKED A 56-YEAR-OLD MAN IN 'much about the nature of American so- sa Larabee of Jones, Okla., was killed by

DETR0IT,ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICERS ciety as it does about the nature of this the family's pet pit bull, who bit her in
", REMOVED THE DOGS WITH CAUTION aggressive animal. Far from being an the throat. In June 1986, 20-month-old

'· aberration, the American pit bull teriier Kyle Corullo was attacked by a pit bull
has become a refiectioriofourselves that in Ramsay, Mich., while playing in
no one cares very much to see. his grandmother's backyard., The dog,

A LOCAL TV NEWS CREW TAPED THE
··They're athletes. They're wrestlers. fighting off the child's mother, dragged

HORRIFYINGMOMENTAS L.A. ANIMAL They're dead game." says Captain Ar- the boy into a nearby lot and shook himP

:" ' CONTROL OFFICER CROWELL WAS AT- thu.r Haggerty, a dog breeder and train- to death "like a stuffed animal."
TACKED BY BENJAMIN, A PIT BULL er in New York City who owns five pit In the last 18 months, 12 of the 18

L

\ OWNED BY HAUSER (AT FAR RIGHT) bull terriers and has trained hundreds.of confirmed dog-related fatalities in the
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US.—or 67%—have been caused by the lion pit bull terriers alive in the United
ijit bull terrier, a breed that accounts for States today. 'What about the 99% who i "

:j."", H

' :mly l%,ofthe U.S. dog population. And have never bitten a human being? Are t'

the maimings are far more" numerous. these dogs "loaded handguns," as many 't +

" Often it is small children who are the have called them? "There'ssomething a .t .
,· ;t.,, .:

, T
r ' - ' " R>

· ' · t

victims of unprovokedattacks. There is little scary about wondering, Is there a .' ino definitive source for animal attack time bomb ticking in my dog?" says Dr. i,
: '

statistics, but pit bull fanciers claim that Franklin Loew, dean of Tufts Veteri-
'

.

statistics show other breeds of dog bite nary School, who opposes efiorts to leg- ·

more frequently—German shepherds islate against pit bull terriers and be- 7¢
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lead the hst—and accuse the media of heves the breed is the victim of canine ,:
·

'L"" -
' " " :t.- t :publicizing only pit bull mauhngs. dog racism." Loew adds, "The pit bull does t -
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PIT BULLS '

:F : thOught to trace their ancestry back to
'P

the bull-and-terrier, which was devel- ',,'
,

' ·r"
·

'
: 7;'

F

::A j% l'siz:si$*g s;'j$j "¢'f':'?jt "="'
: i oped in England in the early 19th centu- · ' ' -,:' ,'^.·'·"'g{??'tn* " "" '<" U:-$,';!µ'

'~ s ry. The bull-and-terrier was a cross be- ·'
-t'"

"/ : { "

,":b'm, :,
: i tween the early bull-dog—the name '":"is S

-

:

: I
comes from the fact that it was used in ' ¢(

,t
" I

.

C

,

i bull-baiting—and a' game terrier of /
' \\ " ·,

.
: I

some kind, either English, or fox, or
'

'

"' i
e '

"%. i-Y
T" "

· ' i ,'black-and-tan. The bull-and-terrier dog ,, .7

was also used for bull baiting, and was " i -'
"g)

= =
--'"'""':

t

' "
I sometimes referred to as a butcher's dog. w e ° " m 1~
i .

:

' When a butcher wanted to slaughter one '"'==^'"')

of his cattle, he would sic his bull-and- '

, ,^ ·

,

] terrier on the unlucky bovine, and the

,
game little dog would l?tch onto the,big-

ger animal'snose, and t'he,butcher, ham- .1·'"'- -. F

mer in hand, would move in swiftly and

,

' bludgeon the co.w on the head.
.

'
.

'

.

At some point, no on·e is sure exact- TO FOR.TENBERRY, A PIT BULL TERRIER IS THE ULTIMATE PATRIOTIC MASCOT
' t' '

:' ly when, gentlemen sportsmen began ·
'

,

:'. matching bull-and-terrier dogs against In 1835, the English parliament out- rier dog's descendants continues to be
:' each other. One of the more popular es- lawed the whole bloody business—bear- splattered against the sides of pits.
:

tabfishments in London used for such baiting, bdl-baitiijg and dogfighting. According to The Complete Dog Book,
I purposes was the Westminster Pit, an All the law served to do was to drive the official A.KC publication, the pit bull
i

,
enclosure that could hold about 300 dogfightingundergfound. The coal min- first came to America around 1870.

!, e

spectators. Admission was charged at ers in Stafi'ordshire' were said to be par Some pit bull breeders date their arrival
}'

. the door (two shillings in 1816), odds ticularly avid follojers of ihe clandes much earlier Byron Fortenberryof Ak-
:: :

would be established, wagers were made tine "sport." Now. jmore than 150 years ron, Ohio, a breeder and' author on ca- ·

;i

, and purses put up. It was all very civi- later, in an age of ¢omputers and bioge- nine subjects,claims that of the two dogs

lized. Sometimes, after the dogs had fin- netics, the blood o€ those miners courses tha.t came ·over on the MayjQ'owe'r, one
'

1

· ished -chewing up one another. a 'fight through the veins Of citizens in these 50 was a spaniel and one was "a small mas-
" between bears would follow. states,and the blojd of the bull-and-ter- till." Says Fortenberry. "A bulldog was:

,

' called a small mastiff in 1620. No way[

:

. . <. you can prove it was or it wasn't a pit:'
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.i;'"' a" " i bull. but more than likely that's wha't be-

'g "
z";,'

:,.
.,,,:"

,
'·i"

- " ¶i'
,.

'

,F

,
'i jr,;.· :2

'" "" '"

came our breed."
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'·-'"' Fortenberry does not explain how.
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this particular small mastiff was able to,

,
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'a' gf:g.o,:' " '3t
i

":,"" '.,,._: =" " ,"" ' '" reproduce itself—perish the thought
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-'si" ""-' .".' that it was bred "o the lowly spaniel—!'::" i¥:i:.y-n ,··· . .i' ·'". gs'-"n"· " ·" :·:%. )
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but one of the traits one discovers in

"
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·
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' ' talking with breeders of American pit,
i. :'

;ty "':i . , ,
"

k
i.,t" ' ,·' 'µ' "' """"i· -' — 'i;'." bull terriers is that they consider the dog \

"" "' :e"
' ' '""g' " Y'"'j», -" ; µ; '."

¥, capable of almost anything, including'i : ·.Z' i'. S' ,: ,
" 'a" ;7"'< Z -,

I A"4'"ic S. ""
:
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.

-!!;'";

,

',. k.gk " ,"" ..·" E:iY ©e- ,:' 4')' virgin birth. At any rate, the breed was
' ' t' ,,'

"

,
/ 1

'
'
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well established in America by the 20th

'"','
' 1 ii " " century In 1898 the United Kennel'

-.," .

',
.

' 1 'T "/
Club began registering American pit,: .¥'

,

9 \
,

,
S 'I 4,

t bull terriers under the auspices of C Z.
) "Iki

· . ,

. a:' -
, ,

.·,,,' ' " ¢ Bennett, who drew up breed st,andards

·.
(,'

' "·-, and wrote a set of rules governing dog-, '

'

, fighting. In 1909 the American Dog
" '

,,
,. .i,

.,,
' Breeders Association, which at that time

"' " t

.k .
' "

was determined to distance itself from
' ' .: ·' .i...

, , .
F

S"
" 5 :;hE:r'j'ft"' 'i

:

'
"

,
dogfighting. set up its own registry.
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:!·. t IRONICALLY, A PiT BULL AND KIDS
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' ONCE SEEMED PERFECT TOGETHER:
1 '

_ _,
f OUR GANG (LEFT) W1TH PETE; AND

1 I"
Z FRED ASTAIRE, AGE 10, WITH A PAL

1

1
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These were the salad days of the pit ,g",:' "

bull terrier. The dog was the envy of the
",'

.

'

canine world. Buster Brown's floppy- ""' '
"

eared pal in the popular comic strip of """" ' '
" " ' - ' ·' ' ,. '" e·'· ' j '.
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that era was his pit bull, Tige. Theodore '
· ,

' ' ' ' '
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J

TRoosevelt had a pit bull in the White ',
.
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'House. And a pit bull named Stubby, ,

:

' , " t

used in VVorld Vlar I to deliver messages . r
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between battalions, assisted in the cap ,
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,

,
K
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ye ofa Germanspy and was decorated y;t·
,,m'·' ' "
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'

.or bravery by General John (Black ,- 9'?"" "'
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Jack) Pershing. d
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. Wallace Robinson, w.h.o-(ueated a poster ·'": '"""'·
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..in which a-n English bulldog, a Getman
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· V * ·'0 'e.4 Nmy>dachshund, an American bull terrier, a
"

.

,:.,,' ',:'.
,,

.,..,
,: """"' -,' '": ' ' a;' ""

· k\ .. .,...,, ..
.: "' ,:'"?L,ti?{rt?'y

French bulldog and a Russian wolf- " "' '·
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Iound were dressed in the military uni- -
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'\' iO1111S ofeach dog's country. The caption .
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, on the poster was a remark by the pit
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bull, who appeared in the middle, slight-
.

ly larger than the rest: "I'm neutral, ' '
·

Y '

BUT—Not Afraid ofany of them."
,
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Later, the most famous pit bull of '
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them all burst on the American scene. a
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star who was, ironically i"t now seems, 'i' "°':,
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surrounded by a cast of children. That s' """ '
:fas the Our Gang canine pal, Pete, a

predomina,tely white pit bull with a ""' "' '
E
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i
1distinctive blacµ circle—almostcertain-
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ly the work of a make"up artist—
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Why.don'tyou come see us in Tennessee sometime. The hills are lovely about now.

around·its left eye. Pete is celluloid proof -
:

' " ·' E" THERE'S SOMETHING SPECIAL about the µ

Tennessee bilk as a place for' making Jack Daniel's.
E?'

b '. You see, vic
mjtke

an old-fashioned whiskey that
. ' can't be hurried in any manner. And out here,

,

.' ft .
· ')vhere the pace of city living is all but "

Lorgotten, a man can slow down and
e,-.

'
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.

.

" dp things right. VJe could probably "
'
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t

make a bit more Jack Daniel's if we !

made it in a factory. (Make it faster,
)
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j P
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probably, tOO.) But after a sip vve - U
think you'll agree: chere's something =
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PIT BULLS
,

that there was a time when the pit bull fight to its own death. American Staf- president of the American Pit Bull Ter- !

terrier had "a ridiculously amiable ,
fordshire terriers have not been valued riei Club of New England, feels the. f

disposition." , as fighting dogs for at least halfa centu-
:

same way about the dogs that she has i

In 1935 the American Kennel C:ub ry. "A true Staffordshire terrier is not a bred. "They .say pit bulls have natural
Mially decided to recognize the Ameri- fighting dog, even though it came from aggressiveness," she says. '"I don't be-

can pit bull terrier as a breed. The club, a fighting dog," says the Humane Soci- : lieve it. People who are breeding for ag-
however, could not bring itself to call the ety's Lapham. gressiveness will get it. For the last 12

animal by that name. The AKC wanted Is it just coincidence, then, that none years I haven't been, and these dogs
I its own name for this courageous, per- of the killings of people in the past two aren't. My dogs are babies. They'll lick
;

sonable dog,and it wanted a name that years have been attributed to registered
:

you to death. The people who fight dogs
i

did not include the word pit. The AKC American Staffordshire terriers? Proba- tell me I'm ruining the breed. They say
!

settled upon the Staffordshire terrier be- bly not. my dogs are wimps."
cause so many of the dogs had come "The American Staffordshire terri- Sadly it is the responsible owners

'
- from that area-of England. In the '

. and breeders who are suUCring ·

' '" " summ'e.r.of 1936 the first Sta£ord-
, the most from the recent wave of

."-,-·
"

'.- ,S e. terjie.r was.registeM by...t.he g
j pit bull hysteria. "You feel like

AKC. Pit bull lore.has it that Pete
, , ,

P

.. a criminal walking your dog,"

was the first Staffordshire. It's a

r
--

,,

"
says Bazelak. "You're constantly

swell story, but not true. Pete was approached by someone who says,

among the first, but the honor
/ ;i 'That's ? vicious dog,' as if it's a

actually goes to a dog named / , wild animal. I've stopped breed-
,

Wheeler's Black Dinah. 1,'i/j'", ing mine. I. dont want to add to

"It was exactly the same dog as '
" 8/ the populatiOn right now. I'm dis-

our American pit bull terrier," "-
"

t t gusted with the American people
:

says Andy Johnson of the rival 1 who believe the problem's with ,i

UKC, which currently registers 1/
the dog and not with the people i

i' "

-
between 25,000 and 30,000 Amer-

, '1 raising the dog." l·j

i .
i;an pit bull terriers .annu?ny°

'

: t.j ' k ,[. ··

,. ,
t/j'j 'i ': But the hysteria. or concern, is :j

i' ' They even opened their registry 'c ' ,'d' "'\ ' "
,

understandable. To the untrained i
G

q

f 4,
i.'

·. to our dogs. The akc just didn't " t!:, j' ', . eye--or even to the trainedone, in .:

1'

want anything in their name that '
"' " many instances—it is virtually "

ii would remind people of the fight' : " "' .
impossible to tell a docile pit bull :

u ·

'b'

ing history of the pit bull. It was '" from a mean one None of them "
3

like a family denying that it had looks like a wimp, and a friendly
!

.
horse thieves in its past." '

' pit bull jumping up to lick you to
: Perhaps. But most pit bull fan-

.,
death has an eerie resemblance to

'

.

'ciers believe that in the 52 years a pit bull jumping up to rip out
since the Staffordshire terrier— your throat. Your best bet is to

J renamed the American Stafford- pass a fast judgmenton its owner.
! shire terrier in 1972—-was recog- Pit bulls do not usually growl
g

i nized by the AKC, it has become E before attacking; they seldom

!
C a dog significantly different from ? bark. The hair on their backs does

g
' 'the UKC's American pit bull ter

3
not stand on end when they are

rier. Not in looks—which are enraged. These are not dogs given '

}1

nearly identical—but in tempera- THIS FENCE CAN'T KEEP IN STRATTON'S HOOVER to threatening displays The pit
t

ment. Why? Because ovei' the bull, when so trained, is all busi-

years the Staffordshire has been bred to cr's chief requisites should be strength ness, which has made it the dog of "

f
I show, rather than to fight. In one of h'is unusual for its size. snindness, balance,' choice for drug dealers and street punks I

books, pit bull expert and breeder Rich a strong, powerful head, a well muscled around the country. "People whose inse i

ard Strattonaddressed this subject in his body, and courage that is proverbial," curities are such that they need macho
glossary of pit bull terms: "American reads The Complete Dog Book. "As to' reinforcement feel a need for this type of

.{
Staffordshire terrier. . . . The show character, they exceed being dead, animal." says Loew of Tufts, "and they ,

counterpart of the APBT. Except for game; nevertheless, they should not be' are available because of the overflow tt! some game strains that are dual-regis- held in ill repute merely because man' from illegaldogfights."
' tered, these dogs could not be expected has been tak.ing advantage of this rare, ' "I just saw a surprising statistic from
:

to be as game as the APBT or to have courage to use them in the pit as gamd a Los Angeles study," Steve Blackwood,
.

,
the same ability." bling tools. These dogs are docile, and a sergeant in the San Diego SherifTs De- ·

i
' The ability Stratton is talking about is with a little training are even tractable, partment. said recently. "In two out, of

'

!
'

the ability to fight. The gameness he de- around other dogs "
'

three narcotics raids, pit bulls were used i
·' ' scribes is the willingness of the animal to Ginny Bazelak of Chepachet, R.J.,: as the guard dogs."

.

"

78
'

"'" " "'" ' '"""" :

:
" "'"" ,:

"-' !'-'""

" '.t" '-" ·"

b

·. b-.



.

i
j · .

' '·
1

I

,
i ' il

;) PIT BULLS '

,,
San Diego investiEators also were told and "Fluid Therapy for Treating Hypo-

:e:i_. ·' that local members of motorcycle gangs Volemic Shock."
jZ " were stashing their drugs beneath the 'Tkghghting is the greatest perver-
Lf doghousesof their pit bulls. "Street dope sion of the special relationship that ex-

, t' dealers and strcet'gangs have gbne to pit ists between people and dogs," says
ii-t:<

,- - ,
,

:"

€'g bulls," says Budd Johnson, an inspector Randall Lockwoodof the HumaneSoci-
:;

' " ', .' '#;:"
. 'i , ·

.
·,, ·

·qg: "
"

i " " '"" :'i,;E '-!- l
" '

for the U.S. Marshals Service who is ety. "It is people subjecting dogs to in-
; . . , ·.:'37 '.

.
;

i ?" " .sE
.

'

,

based in San Diego. Law enforcement credible cruelty. And now that has '

: " , ofiicials are seeing the same thing all turned into dogs killing people." ,.

;

, , ,.,. . .
t over the country, and the pit bull popu- Dogfighters vehemently dispute this,

::
"

" ~Nmm4 > ', Y¢Sb- ,

: lations in urban areas have mush and with a straight face one writer com- ,,': Aa .% ¥. - ·-%@.~~M*bg '"
8 roomed as a result. There have also been pared pitting a bulldog with taking a): ~=,a&-es?'":ur~ "

t
'-:

"

{
instances when pit bulls were used in greyhound out on a run. When, as a

"

!
,
.~="u-=b·µ" ·"- " '

' "

, ,'.-
Q

armed robberies, in effect taking the youth, Stratton asked Mrs. William J. "

Z ' " ' ' " "
Y,!i.

- ? place of a weapon, a-nd one case in Lightner, the mfe of a 1egen"dary pit bull
't'" S which a 16-year.-oldgirl was raped by a breeder, if dogfighting was cruel, he re-l "

man who allegedly threatened her with
'!

_ .
his 'two pit bullS.

- gE ':""-"*¥ d ": "!" ' "
' - . "You've got a bunch of kooks out i " -4. ?' "!" "'

"-"": '
" .-, ,,;" ' . . ,,

there who are getting these dogs and
' )' ,$ " ""' "· .: "'

""%'?i".:%.
'

. making them mean and registering ;,, .
·

-" ce '"

,,..,.,
.,,% ," -m -

,.
' "" m" R%'

·. '. -S:" S"'.·,z·· p: '.'.
;. "/ '

,1" them," says Andy Johnson of the UKC. ;.
'"j';,i

."m' ,.,',:'-, S., ",,"" '

,if..
· . · ~""

-"""" ::g '-:::!'" :'m "
.

'

,,
g"

,
'

'- - "Every timesomebody writes how mean ;j .-. '"" -·

'"
"""

1

,
', these dogs are, the demand for them EE '" '

" 1·

i '"""
.1

· ' " X. . ' ·9 ',,
»-.'" "'

jumps up. You can make any dog mean T'* ""
.

.,
-·'-1 .'"m

, i, ,
' g:'"

'

,

"" " ' " if you work at it," ""
' A't'"'"'"i.' ', ';'""

/ '

'

.
'

..
"' ' ¥ s Now, and historically, at the core of

.

"%';'"::"
' :

"

the breeds problems is dogfighting. This " " €yxy' "' ' '
' '

> . ,..., .,. · '-' -' .ip. '
.; ." '*i:::' .

"
· ', .

1

. " '
,

-

, .
UJ loathsome "sport" is, by most accounts, "-: " " '

&
'""'" '"-

^- g:ig? ".%" " '"" '

ii' "". " ' .·. .A ,,,' ·"' -* ,'1'-A "
k· ·' '

,

. .

,'
,

g
more widespread than ever in the U.S. ".

·',
' 'Z

g

.
_.,,:,E,"' '

' t Ai the same time it is even less humane, ' ..,
" t' "':

, ^Nr~ .' ' ·'
c) t '

'. g ~~ . ,
-"

, .
4lt

i
E ? having passed from the hands of the old- '. -'"' ' " '"" -"

" '"
' I

" ' '
a.,24 ' '

-

, " :.,

, .

w"^7"
ia' y

: ; time "gentlemen" breeders into the ," u
'

"

,

,s?a:" ' i
E mitts of the borderline sadists. Once pri- -

"'
' 'N L:b3':"7fF'

" t¢j

' marily a rural dementia, dogfighting has ' :. ':, "' "" ' "lij
, .,

.,. -~,,'~
'E

' " " '

' 1 "'
. ..

· ,,
, *

become a city problem as well, the out ' "%,:"

, .

':" 1 '"" · growth of the popularity of pit bulls. It
' '

'i ' "

,.
"" ·

""°

' ' "
. \l matters little that dogfighting is illegal ' '-i

y&g'
"

,

u " ' " f'

:::|':';,:µ ': ", ""C 'T"" " ?'
-

"

in every state, ;and a felony-level crime
[

? "'
,

. "i ' . , "
.

,F "

: €j '

,
s. '

,

",., x
.. s in 36 states. "You can virtually find a

'

.
, ,

,
., ,

,,

' ' ·AT : : convention [as dogfights are called in
. ,

"
,

.:'-' .,,
- y 'e : the jargon of the sport] on any weekend

.

"
' '

'
"

/ i " » .
'

't

t;'- ," e 7' S '" any of the 50 states,".saysEric Sakach "
,

E of the West Coast Regional office of the
·-' '

. J' O ^,..,
'""" ' q Humane Society in Sacramento. ' ,'_ J :

3 "There are probably more matches
>
S taking place today than ever before be-

cause of the popularity of the breed,"

qj..u,, ,- - says Stratton, whose books on pit bull . .

«' " i t ' terriers include such chapters of general
-q .

: interest as: "Dimensions of the Dog Pit" '

C

JE ' '

'
'

S

Z
m

\ ' ,·' % SCENES FROM THE BRUTAL 'SPORT' i
"' : OF DOGFIGHTING. A PIT BULL TRAINS :

.-< ' u.

2 OM A TREADMILL (TOP); A HANDLER !
..d,,

,
-C ' *

' t HOLDS HIS DOG BEFORE THE START OF Z
, -

"
:

- : A FIGHT; BET,S CAN BE BIG; BUSTS OF 8
" YA{7

0 - cr. "

·. .
D +. ,

'

. . .
,

? ILLEGAL 'DOG CONVENTIONS' ARE ! ' ,Fy . ' '

T

2 BECOMINGMOREANDMOREFREQUENT S
P

.
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'
' calls that she responded, "It was cruel Perhaps. They also die with their legs

,
are incredibly hardy animals that, some' all right, but not to the dogs, for fighting broken, their ears mangled and their folks would have you believe, arerimper-

t was the very breath of life to them be- flesh tom. "Wc'\ : s::en them, with both vious to pajn. The majority of the pit
cause of their breeding. But it was cruel front legs broken, push themselves bulls recover from -their: fightS¢ which
to the people because it was hard not to " across the ring to fight," says Black- routinely last more tiiah an hour and ' '

'get-especially attached to your best dog, wood, the San Diego sheriH. sometimes as long as three hours, and »

the very one likely to be matched, and
"

Many times the dpgs die hours after live to fight again.
-

sometimes they were lost." the hght of hypovolemic shock—dehy- Before each match, the handlers wash
V

.A

¢

' The dog, in the warped perspective of dration—since the prevailing wisdom iheir: opponent's pit bull, a tradition ' :

q '

'

the dogfighting zealot, dies happy, ful- says to dehydrate your animal before which, started after some "'gentleman :
.

"

filled, like an Iranian soldier. Next stop, fighting him to cut down on his potential sportsman" discovered that by putting
puppy heaven. As one pitman bragged loss of blood. And sometimes a dog dies poison on his own dog's coat. he could
to Benno Kroll, who wrote a superb ac- minutes after the fight from a bullet to paralyze his adversary's animal. When
count of dogfighting in the Nov·ember the brain, if the dog, happens to "cur Ehe fight begins, the two dogs sharc.the ·

.
-

T
b

· ' ·1.979 ,issue of Geo: "My dogs die wit.h Qut"—refuse to engage in battle. 16-foot-square pit with two handlers '

. . .
i

"- · 'their tails up.a-n"dwagging," Of course they doijt all die. Pit bulls and a referee. It's closC quarters in there,
..
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le woUld let the pit chomp on the cat rope, use pit bulls as cMch dogs for cat-
'or a while, and then he'd lift the cat tie. They can also be trained to herd '

0

lpouhedthe'pit'smch. Thedog wasgo- sheep—pity the coyote that would both-
ng c1r8zy." The cat eventually died. er a pit bull's flock. And, recreationally, '

"

vfadiscm, who has pleaded not guilty, pit bull owneishave started to show en- '

All go on trial next month for felony thusiasm for weight pulling. "ThC pit '
' ' '

4
V

t:ruelty to animals and raising a dog for bull's the hardest-pulling dog in the '

¶ 'ighting. world," brags Ralph GreenwoOd of the T

0"It's ridiculous," says Stratton. "The American Dog Breeders Association.
,

,aste of blood doesn't make a pit bull a Last year in Sequin, Texas, a 78-pound
L

V ·
4'ntte'r fighter.But people write that kind pit bull named Bighead set a record by

, ,
'

jf stu¢about people who train pit bulls, pulling 5,650 pounds over rails for a dis-
,

.ind these kids read it and it becomes a tance of 15 feet.
'I.df-MMing prophecy." Clearly, though, steps have to be tak-

.

And in some-instances, it is literally - en if man and the pit bull t'e,rrier a-re to · - , · .
.

the kids who get' invdved.'Last year in ""continue to coexist. "Ixjg"nghting,needs "),, '

' . ' ' ' " '· '
,

'
'-

. . .. '
.

"

\ 1?hiladelphia five,boys between.the ages to be prosecuted," says Blair of Tufts, "
-

""^.,

,

.

:

jf 11 and 14 were arrested and charged
.

"And efective vicious-dog legislation '

X

4vith participation.in a dogfighting ring. needs to be enacted."
' in which the losing dogs were thrown There are a number of reasons why 81

jtit the window and hanged. All five "viciousdog" legislation is preferable to
were found guilty. "They call it 'gain- ordinances that specifically target the ·

bling the dog,' " Sam McClain, a police pit bull terrier. As has been noted, it is ' '

Miicerwith Philadelphia's19th District, virtually impossible to dehne a pit bull ' ' '
told reporters. In a follow-up article on in legal terms. There is also the nettle- V D

Philadelphia street ,dogfighting, wtiic; sollie question ofpunishing innocent, re-
,/ g

hppea.red in the July 2 issue of Rollin sponsible breeders of American Staf-
Stone, writer Mike Sager described the fordshire terriers and American pit bull ' '

0 t D D

0 gI.raining regimen of a pair of .'pit bull terriers for the abuses of irresponsible, '
' '

'handlers, brothers aged 13 and 14: ' often criminal, owners. And finally, the
"They'll starve him to make him mean. pit bull is not the only aggressive dog

- ·
fatten him' on twenty-five-cent-a-can on the street. Rot'tweilers, Dobermans,

F

idog food and leftoverbeansand rice, run German shepherds, akitas and' chou's
him around the block behind their bic'y- are all breeds that can be aggressiveand
oles, feed him chicken blood, take him that are large enough to inflict severe The µomeron a safari around the neighborhood damage on people and other animals.
looking for cats and strays, shoot him up For tha·t matter, any breed that is im-
with black-market penicillin and vita- properly raised orisallowed to run loose to m@rgee
min B12 to help heal his wounds, and can become a menace. The population
rub him with used motor oil to make his of this country is more than 240 million Do you trust your car to perform
Eur groW back over his scars." people, and "Ninty-seven percent of well Qn the on-ramp? Does it

Some feed their dogs hot" sauce to Americans now live in cities, towns or accelerate smoothly? H)t cruising

,
,

make them mean, while others sub- villagCs," says Loew ofTufts. "There are speed quickly?
scribe,to a dosageof gunpowder. It is not 50 million dogs in this country, more If it doesn't, dirty fuel inj'ectors
clear whether these dogs, when they die, than at any time in our history. How are could be robbing your engine I

do so with their tails up and wagging. we going to live with them?"
.

of power.
'

,"We suggest a procedure by which a But one bottle of STP" SuperWho has sufiered more, then? The pit dog can be identified as¶ 'dangerous' or Concentrated F el I je tor Cleanerbull for his association with man? Or 'vicious' that does notjust take into con- ,

u n C

man for his association with the pit bull? sideration bites," says the Humane Soci-
quickly dissolves deposits and

It should be pointed out that pit bull ter- ety's Lockwood. "A dog that assumes.a
unclogs grimy injectors. It helps

riers serve man in a numberof legal and threatening posture when unprovoked, restore lost power and
interestingways..They are notjust guard that lunges at its fence when someone improve acceleration.
dogs and fighters. The stamina and walks past, that chases kids—that is a Helps eliminate
courage of the pit bull make the breed 'dangerous dog, even if it hasn't actually ·:ough starts and t ,

""

unparalleled as a hunting dog for wild bitten anyone. The new thrust is to ough idling, too.
rpigs, a popular quarry in parts of the make owners reiponsible for their dogs And when your carSouth and Southwest. Some ranchers, before there's a problem." performs bettec you feel

particularly those who graze livestock in This much we have learned from the bettei about driving. Now that°s abrushy country vvhere it is difficult to pit bull: The so-called "one free bite" .
b

. . nice balance of powet
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t:PITBULLS '

I concept of dog control i's out to lunch. raiit, and has the right to seize and im- 6ghting is notjust aberrantbehaviorin a ,
,

7"This is the policy in effect in many com- pound the dog if any of the specifica- ' civilized society, it has become a lethal ·
' munities where a dog is not considered tions are not met to his satisfaction. If ,liabi1ity within that society. The best

...
:

to be a pr )F\lem until it has bitten on two the dog bites again, the owner is fully ii- new ordinances and leash laws in the ,.

occasions. iii the case of the pit bull ter- able, much as if he had been keeping a world will be worthless unless the courts· ·

P

.

'

rier, that is usually two occasions too wild tiger in a cage. deal with these people seriously. They
'

many. David SholeS, a Rhode Island "Most owners would rather turn in ;have to send a.message that says: You
state senator, proposed and drafted vi- their dojj than comply," says Sholes. "So 'want to own these dogs, fine. But you'll '

' cious-dog legislation for his state in the net effect was to keep, these vicious pay theconsequences if you screw up:" ii
I

1985. It is now considered a prototyjle dogs oQthe street." It is a message that is already beingI
'1

.
for others to follow. "We had a tremen- Of course the vast majority of prob- sent. In February,' Hayward Turnipseed
dous explosion of pit bull attacks, you km pit bulls are unregistered .and unli- of Ik Kalb County, Ga., was coiivicted
were reading about a new one practical- censed. These are th¢ animals that law of involuntary manslaughter and sen- ·

'
"

ly eyery.week," says shol¢sroEIe child enforcemen,t .officials-must focus on,-and -- tenced to. five.years in prison after-three
,

· . ' "
, ' ' ; ' ' ' · - , '

-
'

.
- lost part.of.a buttock anothCt - ·

'

. ·- ' ' · '

- .
"

· - .- -
"of his pit bulls attacked and'

I- - part of.her 'fdce. A pit- bull" ' '

killed four:year-old Billy "

' "" manage'd,to get On a sc'hod
. Gordon as the child walked

.'" bus and"' terrorize. the chik '

-... ",, q.
.

. .

" "'b'through a neighbor's yard.
dren. It was apparent that '"

"

Michael Berry, 37, the Cali-"
"'

.. '..: 'k

f ,

" the current law was riot

~
' -'·

-:
" ' '

fornia man who owned the '

.i
' ' g

' "r
"W" ' "

't working.' '
- "K— dog who killed' two-year-old

The new Rhode Island law b " " '"

- James Soto, has pleaded not
"

¶

prov.ides a workable defini- -

,,
%4%"

,,,

"' guilty to a charge of
,

'

tion of a '"vicious dog": One
""

,

,! tf > ""°
· · involuntary manslaugh"ter.

" that has either committed.an " " ·"idSi·· : And Edlyn Joy Hauser, the
i · unprovoked attack on a

pe;- "K\,.,
. . "'ji 'K%

woman whose dog, Benja-

, son or animal, or that ap- " .
"'""·-...,, min. attacked animal control

...
,

L; proac,hes a person in an ap- . -:
""""'..

' officer Crowell, has pleaded
.

y

parent attitude of attack i / ' "

innocent to three felony.

,

¢ "

when unprovoked. That is " "

¶i' counts ofassault with a dead-/ "

the key word: unprovoked. ly weapon—Benjamin—and
dp'

! i,'

Any ,dog that is unlicensed
. intehti'ona.lly in'fiicting great.k '

; falls into the '"vicious'" cate- bodily harm.
, gory until it is lic'en.s&ed. '

,,

'
' As for the American piti

. ·.I
-

Rhode Island's pracedtire for
,,

"

,

Zj bull terrier, it, too, has taken
' I having a dog declared "vi- '"' ' r

i'
.. its lumps. In the three weeks0 t '

'
' "' '.i; cious" is as follows: I) the ..,,:,. '.

. following those two grislyi" complainant calls the local : June incidents in California,D.r '
C

:O

.
animal control om·cer: 2) the E

more than 300 pit bulls and'" ' ' '
. O

. 0

L

, p; officer investigateS the com-
,

', '

,
'

', e pit bull crosses were turned inb. V
.

plaint and holds a hearing to t' '
B

;' "" "' " ' r,'1 ,,: '"KjY.·r " "

,,
." S to. the Los Angeles County
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c that is both childproof from the outside" them to the proper authorities. '"We've one of the chief concerns about pit bulls,
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Comm. from joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk, trans-
mitting a copy of a portion of Sports Illustrated
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.
containing an article on pit bull terriers. ,
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