ity of Cambridge

IN CITY COUNCIL
February 24, 1992

COUNCILLOR WALSH
MAYOR REEVES

VICE MAYOR CYR
COUNCILLOR DUEHAY
COUNCILLOR MYERS
COUNCILLOR RUSSELL
COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN
COUNCILLOR TOOMEY
COUNCILLOR WOLF

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

In her book, "It’s an Old Irish Custom", Olivia Robertson observes, "St.
Patrick’s Day is remarkable not only for its celebration in Ireland, but for its
influence in uniting Irish people all over the world"; and

Shortly, Cambridge residents of Irish heritage will have the opportunity again to
share and celebrate that unity as they recall their immigrant-statused past, review
the challenges of the present which are specific to them and renew their
determination to bring to the concern of our day the positive impact of lessons
learned during the dark days of the latter half of the 19th and into our 20th
century when their forebears were greeted at the American shoreline, not with a
sign proclaiming "Mile Failte - A Thousand Welcomes", but by acts of social
rejection, employment hostility, religious bigotry and gross exploitation; and

With the arrival of waves of lrish and other immigrants, America came to be
described as the "great melting pot" which is well and good provided this phrase
means that the special qualities which the Irish and other immigrants brought with
them then and bring with them today meld together to form a great unity of
community strength and does not mean that those special qualities rooted in
national origin which made and make them stand out and set apart must be melted
down so as to create some form of faceless and forced uniformity; and

Against very heavy odds, the waves of Irish immigrants melded well into
American society and uplifted its quality with their strength of spiritual faith,
dedication to family and commitment to hard work. Now it is their heirs’ turn
to provide opportunity to today’s new immigrants to meld in and not be forced
to melt down the special cultural, religious and ethnic qualities which set them
apart and will add an added richness to the melding mix we know as America;
and




WHEREAS:

RESOLVED:

RESOLVED:

So long as blood continues to flow on its soil and peace in Northern Ireland
remains within reach but beyond grasp, to that degree must celebration of Irish
unity be muted; now therefore be it

That this Council designates March 13 thru March 17, 1992 as IRISH
HERITAGE DAYS in Cambridge in tribute to past contributions of the Irish to
our history and to the present commitment of our neighbors of Irish lineage to
give "Mile Failte - A Thousand Welcomes" to those in our midst who seek that
same better life in our day as did the Irish immigrants seek and which America
promised and provided in days gone by; and be it further

That His Honor, the Mayor, take the necessary steps to assure that a sign will be
prepared for display on the front lawn at City Hall indicating March 13 thru
March 17, 1992 as IRISH HERITAGE DAYS in Cambridge in salute to
Cambridge residents of Irish lineage. ’

In City Council February 24, 1992.
Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- Joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.

A true copy; C% f. (‘mm‘v fm
ATTEST:- ij

Joseph E. Connarton
City Clerk
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COUNCILLOR WALSH |

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

RESOLVEL:

In her book, "It’s an Old Irish Custom", Olivia Robertson observes, "St.
Patrick’s Day is remarkable not only for its celebration in Ireland, but for its
influence in uniting Irish people all over the world"; and

Shortly, Cambridge residents of Irish heritage will have the opportunity again to
share and celebrate that unity as they recall their immigrant-statused past, review
the challenges of the present which are specific to them and renew their
determination to bring to the concern of our day the positive impact of lessons
learned during the dark days of the latter half of the 19th and into our 20th
century when their forebears were greeted at the American shoreline, not with a
sign proclaiming "Mile Failte - A Thousand Welcomes", but by acts of social
rejection, employment hostility, religious bigotry and gross exploitation; and

With the arrival of waves of Irish and other immigrants, America came to be
described as the "great melting pot" which is well and good provided this phrase
means that the special qualities which the Irish and other immigrants brought with
them then and bring with them today meld together to form a great unity of
community strength and does not mean that those special qualities rooted in
national origin which made and make them stand out and set apart must be melted
down so as to create some form of faceless and forced uniformity; and

Against very heavy odds, the waves of Irish immigrants melded well into

American society and uplifted its quality with their strength of spiritual faith,
dedication to family and commitment to hard work. Now it is their heirs’ turn
to provide opportunity to today’s new immigrants to meld in and not be forced
to melt down the special cultural, religious and ethnic qualities which set them
apart and will add an added richness to the melding mix we know as America;
and

So long as blood continues to flow on its soil and peace in Northern Ireland
remains within reach but beyond grasp, to that degree must celebration of Irish
unity be muted; now therefore be it

That this Council designates March 13 thru March 17, 1992 as IRISH
HERITAGE DAYS in Cambridge in tribute to past contributions of the Irish to
our history and to the present commitment of our neighbors of Irish lineage to
give "Mile Failte - A Thousand Welcomes" to those in our midst who seek that
same better life in our day as did the Irish immigrants seek and which America
promised and provided in days gone by; and be it further




RESOLVED: That His Honor, the Mayor, take the necessary steps to assure that a sign will be
prepared for display on the front lawn at City Hall indicating March 13 thru
March 17, 1992 as IRISH HERITAGE DAYS in Cambridge in salute to
Cambridge residents of Irish lineage.




CAMBRIDGE CITY COUNCIL

CITY HALL, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139
(617) 349-4280
William H. Walsh FAX (617) 349-4287

City Councillor

BY HAND February 10, 1992
MEMORANDUM:

TO: Joseph E. Connarton
Citv Clerk

FROM: David Noonan, fo/2a7
Councillor Walsh

RE: Council Resolution (CONSENT AGENDA)
for Council Session of February 24, 1992

Council or Walsh requests that the enclosed Counci
Resolution regarding celebration of IRISH HERITAGE

DAYS in Cambridge be included in the CONSENT AGENDA
at the Council Session of February 24, 1992.

As you will note, the Resolution is two (2) pages
in length.

Your usual courtesy and cooperation are much
appreciated.

C.ENCLOSURE)

CC: Councillor Walsh




ccM-101 \
A\
/ \

Uity of Cambridge

IN CITY COUNCIL
Councillor Walsh February 24, 1992

WHEREAS: In her book, " It's an 0Old Irish Custom ", Olivia
Robertson observes, " St. Patrick's Day is remarkable
not only for its celebration in Ireland, but for its
influence in uniting Irish people all over the world ";
and

WHEREAS: Shortly, Cambridge residents of Irish heritage will
have the opportunity again to share and celebrate
that unity as they recall their immigrant-statused
past, review the challenges of the present which are
specific to them and renew their determination to
bring to the concerns of our day the positive impact
of lessons learned during the dark days of the latter
half of the 19th and into our 20th century when their
forebears were greeted at the American shoreline, not
with a sign proclaiming " Mile Failte - A Thousand
Welcomes " , but by acts of social rejection, employment
hostility, religious bigotry and gross exploitation; and

WHEREAS: With the arrival of waves of Irish and other immigrants,
America came to be described as the " great melting pot "
which is well and good provided this phrase means that
the special qualities which the Irish and other immigrants
brought with them then and bring with them today meld
together to form a great unity of community strength and
does not mean that those special qualities rooted in
national origin which made and make them stand out and
set apart must be melted down so as to create some form
of faceless and forced uniformity; and

WHEREAS: Against very heavy odds, the waves of Irish immigrants
melded well into American society and uplifted its quality
with their strength of spiritual faith, dedication to
family and commitment to hard work. Now it is their heirs'
turn to provide opportunity to today's new immigrants to
meld in and not be forced to melt down the special cultural,
religious and ethnic qualities which set them apart and
will add an added richness to the melding mix we know
as America; and

(Page 1 of 2 pages)
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Councillor Walsh

WHEREAS: So long as blood continues to flow on its soil and peace
in Northern Ireland remains within reach but beyond grasp,
to that degree must celebration of Irish unity be muted;
now therefore be it

RESOLVED: That this Council designates March 13 thru March 17, 1992
as IRISH HERITAGE DAYS in Cambridge in tribute to past
contributions of the Irish to our history and to the
present commitment of our neighbors of Irish lineage
to give " Mile Failte - A Thousand Welcomes " to those
in our midst who seek that same better life in our day
as did the Irish immigrants seek and which America
promised and provided in days gone by; and be it further

RESOLVED: That His Honor, the Mayor, take the necessary steps to assure
that a sign will be prepared for display on the front
lawn at City Hall indicating March 13 thru March 17,
1992 as IRISH HERITAGE DAYS in Cambridge in salute to
Cambridge residents of Irish lineage.

(Page 2 of 2 pages)
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Heritage Days in Cambridge.

In City Council,
February 24, 1992

idec adeptrs





