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- IN CITY COUNCIL
January 8, 1996

COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN
COUNCILLOR DUEHAY
COUNCILLOR TRIANTAFILLOU

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

This day, August 3, 1996, the City Council celebrates the long Cambridge history
of the Watson family, and its innumerable contributions to this City; and

In 1901 Michael Watson came from County Rosscommon, Ireland, to live with
his cousin Thomas Watson on Allston Street, and took his first Cambridge job at
the Norcross Stoneworks; and

Two years later Ellen Seary also came from Cdunty Rosscommon to live with her
cousin Bridget on Allston Street; and

Michael and Ellen knew of each other in County Rosscommon, but they met and
fell in love on Allston Street; and

Michael and Ellen married and were blessed with ten children: Mary, 1908-1974;
James, 1910-1987; Ellen, born in 1912; Peter, 1913-1977, and his twin, Thomas,
1913-1996; Joseph, 1915-1995; William, 1916-1994; Lawrence, 1918-1927, who
suffered a tragic death at the age of 9, when he drowned in the Charles River;
Charles, born in 1920; and Edward, 1921-1973; eighteen grandchildren, and
thirty four great-grandchildren; and

All of the Watson sons, except for Lawrence, who died so young, served their
country in the U.S. Army during World War II: James "Mike" served in the
eighty eighth division, the "Blue Devils" and had a long combat record; William
"Barry" served in the First Infantry Division in North Africa and Sicily; Peter
served in France and was there on the second day of the invasion; Peter served
in New Foundland; Charles served in the China-Burma-India Theater; and
Michael and Ellen received a plaque from Archdiocese of Boston on January 12,
1947, in recognition of their having provided the greatest number of members
from any single family in the Blessed Sacrament Parish to participate in active
duty in World War II.

After the war James "Mike" worked for Elliot Addressing Machine Company at
143 Albany Street; He married Kathleen and had six children: Michael, Kathleen,
Barry, David, Ann and Paul; Mary taught at the Peabody School for forty-two
years; she was a very talented teacher who taught every grade at the Peabody
School over the course of her career; and



WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

2-

Peter worked at Simplex Wire in Cambridgeport and the Post Office; Thomas
was appointed to the MDC Police; and

Joseph worked at Simplex, M.I.T., and the Post Office; he married Jane and had

~ two children, William and Paula; and William "Barry" worked for the Veteran s

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

RESOLVED:

RESOLVED:

Administration; and

Edward worked in the Cambridge Post Office, married Mary and had six
children: Mary, Elizabeth, Ellen, Barbara, Margaret and Edward; and

Ellen graduated from Cambridge High and Latin and then worked at Elliot
Addressing Machine; she married John Donohue, a Cambridge firefighter, and
they had four children: Laurence, Ellen, John and Margaret; and

Charles, who had graduated from Boston College before the war, thereafter
graduated from Boston College Law School and practiced law in Harvard Square
for forty years; he was a member of the Cambridge City Council from 1954-
1959, Veteran’s Agent for the City of Cambridge from 1960-1966, and
Cambridge’s Purchasing Agent from 1966-1972; and

The history of the Watson family founded by Michael and Ellen is inextricably
linked with the history of twentieth century Cambridge; and

The Watson family has made a significant contribution to what Cambridge was
and has become; now therefore be it

That the City Council hereby designates the corner of Granite and Brookline -
Streets as "The Watson Family Square," and be it further

That a suitably engrossed copy of this resolution be prepared for presentation to
the Watson family on behalf of the entire City Council.

In City Council January 8, 1996

Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

A true copy;

ATTEST:-

D. Margaret Drury
City Clerk
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71.

IN CITY COUNCIL
January 8, 1996

COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN
COUNCILLOR DUEHAY
COUNCILLOR TRIANTAFILLOU

RESOLVED: That the City Council go on record designating the corner of Granite Street and
Brookline Street in honor of the Watson family with the exact name of the Square
to be decided in consultation with the Watson Family.

In City Council January 8, 1996

Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

A true copy;

(ATTEST:-

D. Margaret Drury
City Clerk
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IN CITY COUNCIL

January 8, 1996

COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN
COUNCILLOR DUEHAY
COUNCILLOR TRIANTAFILLOU

RESOLVED: That the City Council go on record designating the corner of Granite Street and
' Brookline Street in honor of the Watson family with the exact name of the Square
to be decided in consultation with the Watson Family.

In City Council January 8, 1996

Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

D. Margaret Drury
City Clerk

A true copy;

ATTEST:-
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IN CITY COUNCIL

January 8, 1996

COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN
COUNCILLOR DUEHAY
COUNCILLOR TRIANTAFILLOU

RESOLVED: That the City Council go on record designating the corner of Granite Street and
Brookline Street in honor of the Watson family with the exact name of the Square
to be decided in consultation with the Watson Family.

In City Council January 8, 1996
Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

A true copy;

ATTEST:- o W W |

D. Margaret Drury
City Clerk
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Consent Order #71 l \kA(

Councillors Sullivan, Duehay and
Triantafillou re:* Rename the corner
of Granite Street and Brookline
Street in honor of the Watson family.

In City Council January 8, 1996
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