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| Gambridge, llass., Jan. 26th, ?Q995,

To the Honorable the Commiktee on Roads & Bridges,
Gentlemens-

As I am informed, the building line, sug-
gested to be established on Harvard Square between Boylston & Dunster
Streets, would be inside, so to speak, of the front line of the building
now located there, In Section 1 of Chapter 462 of the Acts 1893, au-
thorizing the establishment of a building line on public ways, it is
provided after the establishment of a building line that "Until another
buiiding line shall taereafter be established in the same manner, no

structure shall thereafter be erected, placed or maintained between such

building line and such way, except that steps, windows, porticoes and
etheraﬁggég projections appurtenant to the front wall of the building
may be allowed in such restricted space to the extent described in the
vote establishing such building line," |

The intent of tre statute seems to be to Xeep from this space bee
tween the building line and the way all the main portions of buildings.
Under this statute a City would have no right in the vote establishing

a building line, to ailow any other structure to be maintained within the

space before'mentioned, except such usuval projections as are appurtenant
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to the front wall of a builiding, Should the building line in Harvard
Square be e¢stablished as suggested, the effeet would be to cut off such
portions frem the front of all buildin@%i%ithin the space between the
building lire and the highway,.. In other words, the substantial effect
would be to take the land Hetween the building line and the highway, as
land in.such a locality would be of no value unless it could be occupied
by buildings, A jury, in passing uvon the question of dsmages, in my
opinion, would not be apt to meke any distinetion between taking the
land and depriving the owner ofewt¥y beneficial tise of the same,

In this view of the law I can see no benefit to the City in the
establishment of a building line in that locality, as Tar as the matter
of damgges is concerned,‘&nd there is no difference iﬁ point of time, as
in either ease, whether ir the establishment of a building line or in
widening thz street and teking the land, the owners would have one year
in whiech to bring action for damages.

Respectfully submitted, 2

: ’ licitor,
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In Board of Aldermen,

ORDERED,
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@Y OF @ﬁMBRIDGE.

In Board of Aldermen, January 29th, 7895

The oint  Slanding Commuitee on Roads and PBridges
which by @n ordeér of January 15, last was directed to consider
and rsport upon the advisability of establishing a building line on

Harvard square between Boylston and Dunster streets.

Reports
That your Committee ismaoivme& by the City
Solicitor, that a,@@rently‘ there would be no “benefit to -ﬁlie City in
the establishment of a b:ai:lding iine in that locality as far as the
matter of dahsses ig concerned; and there is no difference in point
of time in either case, whether in the establishment of a building

1ine or in widening the street and taking the tand, &8s the owners would

l%g;ve one year in which to bring action in @ither case”. ‘
9 Your Committee therefore reports that it is inadvisable
. _fo\establish a building line in Harvard square.

The Pall text of the City Solicitor’s opinion in the

X is submitted herewith.

For the Committee,

Crgce fted St din Do ln F Rocentee
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