CCM-101

MAYOR RUSSELL

'Qlity of Qambridge

22.

IN CITY COUNCIL
January 6, 1997

COUNCILLOR TRIANTAFILLOU
COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN
COUNCILLOR REEVES

VICE MAYOR BORN
COUNCILLOR DAVIS
COUNCILLOR DUEHAY
COUNCILLOR GALLUCCIO
COUNCILLOR TOOMEY

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:
WHEREAS:
WHEREAS:
WHEREAS:

RESOLVED:

RESOLVED:

This City Council was deeply saddened at learning of the death of
Margret Rey at the age of ninety on Saturday, December 21, 1996; and

Margret and her late husband H.A. Rey were the co-authors of seven books about
Curious George, the curious monkey loved by generations of children; Margret
wrote the text and her husband did the drawings; and

Margret was born in Hamburg she studied art in Dusseldorf; she later married |
H.A. Rey and they moved to Paris; and

This union led to the children’s book entitled "Raffy and the Nine Monkeys" in
1938; and in 1939 the Rey’s moved to New York City where, under contract, the
first Curious George Book was written; and

Margret wili be sorely missed by all she touched and ioved, especially the
children; now therefore be it

That this City. Council go on record extending its deepest sympathy to the family
of Margret Rey at this time of such personal loss; and be it further

That the City Clerk be and hereby is requested to forward a suitably engrossed
copy of this resolution to the Rey family on behalf of the entire City Council.

In City Council January 6, 1997
-, Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
‘Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

A true copy; ’G )'V) “‘7““

ATTEST:- ‘ “
D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk
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Margret Rey celebrates Curious George’s 50th birthday in 1991,

| Margret Rey, at 90; co-authured

Curious George chlldren s boaks

By Tom Long
GLOBE STAFF

‘Margret Rey of Cambridge, co-
author of the Curious. George chil-
dren’s books, died at her home Sat-
_urday. She was 90. = -

Mrs. Rey and her laze husband,
H A. Rey, wrote seveh books about
tke misadventures of Curious
George, the monkey, and the Man in

-~ the Yellow Hat who led him out of -

the jungle. Mr: Rey did tae drawings
“and -Mrs. Rey wrote the text.

The books are seldorr on the crit-
ies’ lists of recommended reading;
Lut -generations of children have
loved them. There are now more
-than 50 million in print. .

In a story published in the Globe
on Nov. 22, 1987, im honor of
George's 50th birthday, one reader
summed up the attractin. “Each of
-us grows older every year, but
George remains forever the same,
living ‘in a delightful state of sus-
pended animation.”

Like the adventures of the mon- °

key she made famous, Mrs. Rey’s
" adventures in children’s publishing
were purely unintentionzl. “We nev-

er had any intention of doing chil- :

dren’s books,” she said i a profile
. published in the Globe on Sept. 7,
. 1991,

A native of Hamburg, she was
korn Margret Waldsteir. She stud-

. ied art.ip- Dusseldorf: aril-becatie a*

photographer and copywriter for an
_ advertising firm.

In 1935, she went ta Rio de Jan-
eiro to visit H.A. Rey, a fellow Ger-
man, who once dated her sister and
moved to Brazil to operate an export
firm. Shortly afterward they were
married. The couple livad in Paris.
That's where Curious Jeorge was
born.

“My husband did some funny
drawings for a newspaper about a gi-
raffe with a very long neck,” she
said. “The French puHlisher Galli-
mard saw them and askad him to do
a children’s book.” -

: The result was “Reffy and the

Nine Monkeys,” publish2d in France
in 1988. In the book, ZcZo, the char-
acter on which George is based, first
appeared.

- The Reys’ Paris sojourn ended ir
1939, when the Germsns occupie
the city. The couple eveatually mad
it to New York City. A month afbew]

their arrival, they had a contract tc
publish a Curious George bock. -

The first book was st ir Paris’
subsequent books in New Ycrk anc

Boston, where Georgz got a job
learned to fly a kite, flaw int» space -

and had to go to the hesnital.

The book that requirad the mos” -
research, she said, vas “Curious -
George Goes to the Hcspitzl,”: the -
last in the series. The koek was writ- -
ten in collaboration wtt Ch ldren’s

Hospital in Boston and was irtendec
to make hospitals less Tightening tc
children.

“I still hear from mothes iwhc
tell me how much the kcok helpec-

their child. That mak:s me fee

good,” she said. o _
The couple, whose konks were sc

. popular with children, never - hag
children themselves. Thay lked tc

travel too much, Mrs. Bey saud.

Mrs. Rey remained very orotec-
tive of Curious George. In 1993, she

took a case to the Suprzne Court tc

halt a company from slling péor

quality Curious Georze prc-ducts' '

“Curious George is noc 3travberry
Shortcake,” she said.

‘Earlier this year, oa her 90th

birthday, she donated $. milion. tc
the Boston Public Litrary and $I
million to the Beth Israed Hospital's

i

“Center for Alternative Mecicine. *.
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Margret Rey at the age of ninety on Saturday, December 21, 1996; and

Margret and her late husband H.A. Rey were the co-authors of seven books about
Curious George, the curious monkey loved by generations of children; Margret
wrote the text and her husband did the drawings; and

Margret was born in Hamburg she studied art in Dusseldorf; she later married
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copy of this resolution to the Rey family on behalf of the entire City Council.
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Consent Order #22

Nembuchyp

Mayor Russell, Councillors Triantafillou,
Sullivan, Reeves and entire membership
re: Resolution on the death of

Margret Rey.
/¢-R

In City Council January 6, 1997

OPTED

ORDER AD





