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IN CITY COUNCIL

October 16, 1995

COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN
COUNCILLOR GALLUCCIO
VICE MAYOR RUSSELL
COUNCILLOR TRIANTAFILLOU

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

ORDERED:

The City of Boston is not contemplating changes in the manner in which they
operate relative to permitting in order to attract new responsible development (see
attached Boston Globe article 10/12/95), without reducing public input; and

A major portion of this proposal is the creation of a position of a person that
tracks and assists in the permitting process, said position would not only assist
developers but also community groups and neighbors seeking the status of a
particular proposal; and

Another portion of said proposal includes the creation of clear timelines, so that
responses are given to proposals in a responsible and timely manner; and-:

This Councillor and other Councillors have proposed and/or discussed many of
the points raised in this article as a proper way in which government should
become user friendly for residents and businesses; now therefore be it

That the City Manager is hereby requested to review the propesed plan contained
in the attached Boston Globe article "City leaders [Boston] discuss plan to
simplify zoning code" (10/12/95) in order to attract and/or assist proposed
development projects, without reducing public input, by imposing timelines for
city responses and creating the position of a person to guide persons (both
commercial and residential) through the city’s process; and be it further



-2
ORDERED: That the City Manager is hereby requested to report back to this City Council
within two months relative to the application of said plan to Cambridge.
In City Council October 16, 1995

Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

D. Margaret Drury
City Clerk

A true copy;

ATTEST:-
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October 18, 1995

COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN

WHEREAS: The City Boston is not contemplating changes in the manner in which
they operate relative to permittin%inorder to attract new responsible development (see
attached Boston Globe article 10/12/95), without reducing public input; and

WHEREAS: A major portion of this proposal is the creation of a position of a person
that tracks and assists in the permitting process, said positicn would not only assist
developers but also commuaity groups and neighbors seeking the status of a particular
proposal; and

WHEREAS: Another portion of said proposal includes the creation of clear timelines,
so that responses are given to proposals in a responsible and timely manner,” 50t

WHEREAS: This Councillor and other Councillors have proposed and/or discussed
many of the points raised in this article as a proper way in which government should
become user friendly fesidents and businesses. Now therefore be it

for
ORDERED: That thf‘City Manager is hereby requested to review the proposed plan
contained in the attached Boston Globe article "City leaders [Boston] discuss plan to
simplify zoning code" (10/12/95) in order to attract and/or assist proposed development
projects, without reducing public input, by imposing timelines for city responses and
creating the position of a person to guide persons (both commercial and residential)
through the city's process. And be it further

‘ORDERED:  That the City Manager is hereby requested to report back to this City
Council within two months relative to the application of said plan to Cambridge.
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THE BOSTON GLOBEK » THURSDAY, OCTOBER 12, 1995

Jity leaders discuss plan to simplify zoning eode

By Richard Chaotn
OLOBE STAVF

" For years, It seems, rea) estate
developers fn Boslon have com-
plained that the clty’s review process
Is riddled with bureoucracy and
filled with unpredictable twista and
Lurms. )

But in an effort o cut that red
tape, and o add relinbility to the
way development decislons are
made, Mayar Menino'’s administra-
tion plans to propose chunges to the
zoning code. that weuld streamlmo
the review process,

The preposuls, which have bean
circulating in draft form to business
and community Jeaders, would elimi-
nale dupleative parts of the review
process, consolidate roview proce-

dures into one of (wyp categorios, ap-
polnt u city-cmployed advocate to
oversee a project's progress through
the reviow process, and lmpmsc
stricter tmo limits on cily roviews —
with a money-back guarantee for de-
velopern when those limits are not
met,

“We're iinally puiiing n begin-
ning, whddlo and en end to our re-
view process,” Menino sald yester
day, “We're on the verga of lois of
new development in this city and this
is one way (o enoourage that,”

Currontly, dmm’a)m must con-
sult 800 pagex of zoning regulations
to meet the review process. Tho pro-
posals, if passed by the Zoning Com-
mission, woulit weave tho rules into &
76-page article — known as Aitielo 80
~ of the city woning code, acconting

to Marisa Lago, director of the Dos-
ton Itedevelopient Authority,

In some cases, Lago sald, devel-
opers’ may be exempied from pro-
pering a finad report on the linpact of
thelr projact if the draR version is
sdequate. And when lssues roised by
& prodect ean be addressed relatively
quickly, tho BRA may walve that
part of the review process,

And in what Lago called » “rovo-
lutionary” ides, the city will guaran.
teo Lo meot Limelinen for decisloany on
reviews or it will refund the develop-
er's fees — which ean often amonnt to
thousands of dollavs,

. “Dimelines were seldom adhered
to in the pnst,” Jun Klocke, director
of aconomfc development for the
Greater Boston Chamber of Com.
maorce, sald yeaterday, “Our mem-

e OWwN had

bers constantly lell us they need &
yes or no from the cily on a review
decision. Hopefully, Article 80 will
sct a proecedent for other city per-
mitting agencies to respond In 8
tUmaely Feshion.” -

But city olficlals promise the pro-
posals will nat reduce the amount of
public input alrendy required by law
in the review prooess. BRA officials
will continue bo sollelt comments on
Article 80 wntil early December,

when the proposals will be formal)
presentad to the BRA beard, whic
is expectod to recomwmand th
changes to the Zoning Commission
“Streamlining he prociss is

. great ides,” one business leader sxil

*Now, If only the city conld rewrlt
gome of those ancient zoning Jews.”
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IN CITY COUNCIL
October 16, 1995

COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

ORDERED:

ORDERED:

The City of Boston is not contemplating changes in the manner in which they
operate relative to permitting in order to attract new responsible development (see
attached Boston Globe article 10/12/95), without reducing public input; and

A major portion of this proposal is the creation of a position of a person that
tracks and assists in the permitting process, said position would not only assist
developers but also community groups and neighbors seeking the status of a
particular proposal; and

Another portion of said proposal includes the creation of clear timelines, so that
responses are given to proposals in a responsible and timely manner; and

This Councillor and other Councillors have proposed and/or discussed many of
the points raised in this article as a proper way in which government should
become user friendly for residents and businesses; now therefore be it

That the City Manager is hereby requested to review the proposed plan contained
in the attached Boston Globe article "City leaders [Boston] discuss plan to
simplify zoning code" (10/12/95) in order to attract and/or assist proposed
development projects, without reducing public input, by imposing timelines for
city responses and creating the position of a person to guide persons (both
commercial and residential) through the city’s process; and be it further

That the City Manager is hereby requested to report back to this City Council
within two months relative to the application of said plan to Cambridge.
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Councillor Sullivan re: City:
leaders [Boston] discuss plan
to simplify zoning code.

In City Council October 16, 1995





