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Uity of Camhridge

IN CITY COUNCIL
June 10, 1996

COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN
VICE MAYOR BORN
COUNCILLOR DAVIS
COUNCILLOR DUEHAY
COUNCILLOR GALLUCCIC
COUNCILLOR REEVES
MAYOR RUSSELL

- COUNCILLOR TOOMEY
COUNCILLOR TRIANTAFILLOU

WHEREAS: This City Council was deeply saddened at learning of the death of
' Tommy Collins on June 3, 1996 at the age of sixty-seven years, and

-WHEREAS: Tommy was one of sixteen children born to Benjamin and Helen (Kneeland)
_ Collins; and

WHEREAS: Tommy was a United States Army veteran; and

WHEREAS: Tommy was a Boston fighter who fought four world champions in a thirteen
month span; and

WHEREAS: In his career, Tommy competed against feather weight champions such as Willie
Pep, Sandy Sadler, and lightweight champions Laurel Salas and Jimmy Carter;
e --and

- ,WHEREAS: T ommy’,s' 'paésing will leave a void in the lives of all of his surviving friends and
‘ family, his wife May, his sons Thomas, Jr. and Paul, his brothers James and
Paul, his sisters Claire, Ruth and Sister Franciana, C.S.J.; and

- WHEREAS: Tommy will be sorely missed by all he touched and loved; now therefore be it

RESOLVED: That this City Council go on record extending its deepest sympathy to the family
~ of Tommy Collins at this time of such personal loss; and be it further



-2

RESOLVED: That the City Clerk be and hereby is requested to forward a suitably engrossed
copy of this resolution to the Collins family on behalf of the entire City Council.

In City Council June 10, 1996
Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

A true copy;

ATTEST:- o | 2 ‘ W

D. Margaret Drury
City Clerk
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legendary Hub ﬁghter

By JOE HEANEY

" Funeral services for
tough, talented, good guy
Boston fighter Tomm\ Col-
lins, who wept in the ring
after knocking out former
featherwelght champion
Willie Pep in 1951, will be

_held Saturday.

A South End native from
a family of 16 children, Col-
lins, 67, died Monday after
a brief illness, leaving be-
hind the unequaled feat of
fighting four world cham-
pions in a 13-month span.

“I thought I'd killed
him,” Collins said after the
Pep fight produced an
around-the-world photo-
graph showing an uncon-
cious Pep flat on his back
with a horrified Collins sit-
ting beside hlm “I thought
he was dead,” Collins said
later, explammg Pep had
him on the ropes until “I
threw a left hook — prob-
ably the hardest I ever
threw —and it caught him
on the button. He went
down and I thought he was
dead. I was the happiest
guy in the world when he
came to.”

Born Thomas E. Collins,
son of Benjamin and Helen
(Kneeland) Collins, Collins
attended Cathedral High
School and was an Army
veteran.

There are fight fans who
think Collins at 123 pounds
was the hardest hitter for
his weight in boxing his-
tory, but he never became a
world champion. And there
are others who from 1950 to
1953 compared his popular-
ity to Ted Williams and Bob
Cousy.

Collins was the only op-
ponent to knock down
featherweight champion
Sandy Sadler, a battle he
lost in six rounds. Collins
won a grueling fight
against ex-lightweight
champion Laurel Salas. In
that bout Collins broke
both hands and cracked

TOMMY COLLINS-

ribs.

In a wild and memorable
losing battle against light
weight champion Jimmy
Carter, Collins was knocked
down 13 times before being
knocked out.

.Ring Magazine said

) after that fight: “Some will -

remember that Tommy was |
knocked down 13 times .
some of us will remember
that he got up 13 times.”

Collins leaves his wife of
44 years, May (i7acAllister)
Collins - of Woburn; two .
sons, Thomas Jr. of Bever]y
and Paul of Miami Beach,
Fla.; two brothers, James of
Wlnthrop and Paul of Wey-
mouth; and three sisters,
Claire of Plainville, Ruth of
Hull and Sister Franciana,
CSJ, of Framingham.

Funeral services will be
held Saturday -at 8 a.m. at
the Lynch-Cantillon Funer-
al Homie, 238 Main St., Wo-
burn, followed by a funeral
Mass in St. Charles Church, .
Woburn, at 9. Interment
will be in St. Joseph’s Cem-
etery, West Roxbury.

Calling hours at the fu-
neral home Friday are from
2t04 p.m: and 7to 9 p.m.

Donations may be made
to the Tommy Collins
Scholarship Award Fund,
¢/o Veteran Boxers Asso- :
ciation, P.0. Box 120481,
Boston, MA, 02112-0481.
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June 10, 1996

COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN

VICE MAYOR BORN

COUNCILLOR DAVIS

COUNCILLOR DUEHAY

COUNCILLOR GALLUCCIO

COUNCILLOR REEVES

MAYOR RUSSELL

COUNCILLOR TOOMEY

COUNCILLOR TRIANTAFILLOU

WHEREAS: This City Council was deeply saddened at learning of the death of

ew Tommy Collins on June 3, 1996 at the age of sixty-seven years, and

WHEREAS: Tommy was one of sixteen children born to Benjamin and Helen (Kneeland)
Collins; and

WHEREAS: Tommy was a United States Army veteran; and

WHEREAS: Tommy was a Boston fighter who fought four world champioﬁs in a thirteen
month span; and - '

WHEREAS: In his career, Tommy competed against feather weight champions such as Willie
Pep, Sandy Sadler, and lightweight champions Laurel Salas and Jimmy Carter;

- and _ s | v .

WHEREAS: Tommy’s passing will leave a void in the lives of all of his surviving friends and
family, his wife May, his sons Thomas, Jr. and Paul, his brothers James and
Paul, his sisters Claire, Ruth and Sister Franciana, C.S.J.; and

WHEREAS:

@ity of Cambridge

IN CITY COUNCIL

Tommy will be sorely missed by all he touched and loved; now therefore be it
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