C. C, 108

@ity of Qambridge

Councillor Vellucci In City Council,
October 20, 1969.

ORDERED: -

That His Honor the Mayor be and hereby is requested to appoint the
Russell Community School Neighborhood Council as a responsible body to represent
the people of the Russell School district, to hold a series of well publicized
open meetings at which the people in the local communities can express their
wishes and concern on the development of the playground and have at these meetings
the assistance of a professional designer to produce a plan for the development
of the Callanan Playground in accordance with the wishes of the entire neighbor-
hood, and be it further
ORDERED: -

That the City Council be and hereby requests that the City Manager do
whatever is necessary to discontinue development of the Callanan playground

under the present plan.
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WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, BEING CITIZENS OF THE CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
. HEREBY PROTEST THE PRESENT PLANS FOR FATHER CALLANAN FIELD WITH
THE REGULATION-SIZED HAKRDBALL FIELD BECAUSE IT IS UNSAFE AND

DOES NOT TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE

INTERESTS COF THE COMMUNITY.

WE SUPPORT L”HTNA"“‘* PLANS INCLUDING A LITTLE ;LACU“ FIELD AN
MULTI~PURPCSE R PFI"”ON USES OF THE BALANCE OF THE AREA,
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WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, BEING CITIZENS OF THE CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
HEREBY PROTEST THE DRESENT PLANS FOR FATHER CALLANAN FIELD WITH
THE REGULATION-SIZED HARDRALL FIELD BECAUSE IT IS UNSAFE AND
DOES NOT TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE INTERESTS OF THE COMMUNITY.

WE SUPPORT ALTERNATE PLANS INCLUDING A LITTLE LEAGUE FIELD AND
MULTTI ~PURPOSE RECREATION USES OF THE BALANCE OF THE AREA,
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WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, BEING CITIZENS OF THE CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
hERPBY PROTEST THE PRLDENF PLANS FOR FATHER CALLANAN FIELD WITH

THE REGULATION-SIZED HARDBALL

FIELD BECAUSE IT IS UNSAFE AND

DOES NOT TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE INTERESTS OF THE COMMUNITY.

- WE SUPPORT ALTERNATE PLANS INC

MULTI-PURPOSE RECRFATION USES

LUDING A LITTLE LEACUE FIELD AND
OF THE BALANCE OF THE AREA.
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WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, BEING CITIZTNS OF" THE CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

- HEREBY PROTEST THE PRESENT PLANS FOR FATHER CALLANAN FIELD WITH
THE REGULATION-SIZED HARDRALL FIELD BECAUSE IT IS UNSAFE AND
DOES NOT TAKE INTOC ACCOUNT THE INTERESTS OF THE COMMUNITY.

Wi SUPPORT ALTERNATE PLANS INCLUDING A LITTLE LEACUE FIELD AND
MUTTI~PUhPORE RECREATION USES OF THE BALANCE OF THE AREA.
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WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, BEING CIT

IZENS OF THE CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

HEREBY PROTEST THE PRESENT PLANS FOR FATHER CALLANAN FIELD WITH

THE REGULATION-SIZED HARDBALL

FIELD BECAUSE IT IS UNSAFE AND

DOES NOT TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE INTERESTS OF THE COMMUNITY.

WE SUPPORT ALTERNATE PLANS INCLUDING A LITTLE LEAGUE FIELD AND

MULTI~-PURPOSE RECREATION USES

OF THE BALANCE OF THE ARFEA,
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WE, THE UNDERSIGNED,
HEREBY PROTEST THE PRLSEN‘ PLA
THE REGULATION~-SIZED HARDBALL

BEING CITIZENS OF THE CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

NS FOR FATHER CALLANAN FIELD WITH
FIELD BECAUSE IT IS UNSAFE AN

DOES NOT TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE INTERESTS OF THE COMMUNITY.

WE SUPPORT ALTERNATE PLANS INCLUDING A LITTLE LEAGUE FIELD AND

MUI.TT~PURPOSE RECRFATION USES
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WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, BEING CITIZENS OF THE CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
HEREBY PROTEST THE PRESENT PLANS FOR FATHER CALLANAN FIELD WITH
THE REGULATION--SIZED HARDBALL FIELD BRECAUSE IT IS UNSAFE AND
DOES NOT TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE INTERESTS OF THE COMMUNITY.

WE SUPPORT ALTERNATE PLANS INCLUDING A LITTLE LEAGUE FIELD AND
MULTI~PURPOSE RECREATION USES OF THE BALANCE OF THE AREA.

NAME ‘ | ADDRESS

/ ,\YIMM, g’)/z

Mﬁ,\ AT

e ON -

-

tg A’e//}»M J‘fL

3Z /-\,Iv[)ma <t

Jﬁ__ﬁﬁ,@.&l:(o;, S
" @l@@ &T

23 Qleie SH

%»/%z ﬂ/ﬁwuﬁ

‘7/7 ﬁ/ﬂ/nt S

%/7 /7/17nm< 53%

Q?dﬁﬁu\ﬁﬂ

St

v e ey e B e W e e 4 P T e S v ————— - ot




WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, BFI‘L"G CITIZENS OF THE CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
HEREBY PROTEST THE PRESENT PLANS FOR FATHER CALLANAN FIELD WITH
THE REGULATION-SIZED Iw\R?B}‘LI FiELD BECAUSLE IT IS UNSAFE AWD
DOES NOT TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE INTERESTS OF THE COMMUNITY.

WE SUPPORT ALTERNATE PLANS INCLUDING A LITTLE LEAGUE FIELD AND
MULTI-PURPOSE I E(Jc’\h{_{IO‘J USES OF THE BALANCE OF THE ARTA.
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WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, BEING CITIZENS CF THE CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
HEREBY PROTEST THE PRESENT PLANS FOR FATHER CALLANAN FIELD WITH
THE REGULATION-SIZED HARDBALL FIELD BECAUSE IT IS UNSAFE AND
DOES NOT TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE INTERESTS OF THE COMMUNITY.

WE SUPPORT ALTERNATE PLANS INCLUDING A LITTLE LEAGUE FIELD AND
MULTI~PURPOSE RECREATION USES OF THE BALANCE OF THE AREA.
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WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, BEING CITIZENS CF THE CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
HEREBY PROTEST THE PRESENT PLANS FOR FATHER CALLANAN FIELD WITH
THE REGULATION-SIZED HARDBALIL FIELD BECAUSE IT IS UNSAFE AND
DOES NOT TAKE INTC ACCOUNT THE INTERESTS OF THE COMMUNITY.

WE SUPPORT ALTERNATE PLANS INCLUDING A LITTLE LEAGUE FIELD AND
MULTI~PURPOSE RECRFATION USES OF THE BALANCE OF THE AREA.
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WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, BEINC CITIZENS OF THE CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
HERERY PROTEST THE PRESENT PLANS FOR FATHER CALLANAN FIELD WITH
THE REGULATION-SIZED HARDBALL FIELD BECAUSE IT IS UNSAFE AND
DOES NOT TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE INTERESTS OF THE COMMUNITY,

WE SUPPORT ALTERNATE PLANS INCLUDING A LITTLE LFACUE FIELD AND
MULTI-PURPOSE RECREATTCN USES OF THE BALANCE O THE AREA.
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A PETITION

To the Cambridge City Council:

We the undersigned wish that you would hear us on the subject of the pre-
sent plans for the development of the Callanan Playground, which is to be done
after the Tobin School is built. These plans call for a regulation-size base-
ball field with 350 foot foul lines, a Little League baseball diamond which is
intended to share its outfield with the regulation-size diamond, a small play
ares primarily for children under six located on Concord Avenue next to the
armory and one basketball court next to the school. The plans also call for
the demolition of all the existing facilities on the field, including the high
school running track.

The nature of these plans was discovered more or less by accident. This
discovery is the result of the efforts of one concerned citizen who wanted more
information than she had been given when she telephoned City Hall. These plans
were a complete surprise to us because we had known that the Russell School
Pgrent-Teachers Association had actively participated in the planning of the
Tobin School, and we had assumed that this participation also included the
plans for the Callanan Playground. We discovered very quickly that this was
not the case. This lack of information has been made painfully obvious in the
past two months by The wide-spread public outery that occurred when the running
track was torn up. Apparently very few people in West Cambridge knew that the
plans called for the destruction of this track.

The dominant feature of these plans is the regulation-size baseball
field, which occupies roughly seven-eighths of the playground area. The in-
tended use of this field has not been made clear. Iast January Mr. Paul Cowles
of the Recreation Department told the City Council that the field would be used
for high school varsity games, and that the additional locker room space in the
Tobin School was also designed for this purpose. 1In April Mr. Cowles told a
community meeting at the Russell School that this field would be used by the
seventh-and eighth-grade boys at the Tobin School. In September Mr. Cowles
told the city manager that he would not restrict the use of the field to the
Tobin School team. He would have to permit other organized teams to use it
as well. We can only assume that the field would be used for all of these

purposes.

We object to the inclusion of a full-size baseball field in the Callanan
Playground for a number of reasons. First of all, it would seriously restrict
the use of the playground by the neighborhood children. The Little League dia-
mond that is in the plans is the only facility provided for children between
the ages of seven and twelve, and even that can not be used for games or prac-
tite sessions when the full-size diamond is in use. The play area for younger
children has been pushed into the least accessible location. This location is
also unusually hazardous because of the heavy traffic on Concord Avenue. There
is no provision for the use of the playground by older children who are not in-
volved in an organized team sport.
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The use of a regulation-size baseball field by organized teams would
also have a serious effect on the traffic and parking problems in our neigh-
borhood, particularly in the area between Concord Avenue and Field Street.

There would be even more aggravation if a baseball game were to coincide with
a National Guard meeting.

;ﬁ{ ' We therefore, ask you, first, to instruct the city manager to do wha ﬁ

ver is necessary to discontinue the development of the Callanan Playground
under the present plans.

Second, we ask you to appoint a responsible body which represents the
people in the Russell School district to hold a series of well-publicized open
meetings at which the people in the local community can express their wishes
and opinions -that concern the playground, and that at these meetings, with the
assistance of a professional designer, to produce & plan for the development

of the Callanan Playground that is in accordance with the wishes of the entire
‘ Jzéﬁal neighborhood.

We can suggest that at least one such body does exist. The Russell
Commmnity School Neighborhood Council was formed last June in response to City
pOrd.:.nance number 769 dated July 29, 1968. It has held open meetings every
‘l month since then and it has assisted in the hiring of a professional Neighbor-
hood Coordinator for the district. There will be Community School programs
going on in the Russell School this November. Under the ordinance this body
is charged with being representative of the area and as a result its member-
ship is open to any resident of the Russell School district who wishes t‘ “
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Finally, we ask that when a responsible body produces a plan f
Callanan Playground that meets with the wishes of the local neighborh
the plan be implemented by the city.
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Communication from John Moore, 8 Al®%ine St.
Gloria Waddie,150 Vassal Lane and Eliza-

_beth Spitzer,20 Alpine St. requesting that

they be heard on the subject of the pres-
ent plans for the development of the '
Callanan Playground which is to be done
after the Tobin DChOOl is built.

Oqtober 20, 1969,
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