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120 Boylston St., Rm. 320
Boston, MA 02116 (617) b23-17ur

December 21, 1976

Dear Friend,

Thanks to the efforts of people like ydu, we almost pulled off
an election year miracle. But we have a new prediction to make:

The 77 Committee for a Mussachusetts Bottle Bill promises to be

the strongest grass roots environmental coalition this state has
éver seen. We wish to extend you an invitation to join us in
persuading the legislature that the 1.2 million referendum voters
who said "yes" to the Bottle Bill in fact represent far more than
49.6% of ‘the Commonwealth's electorate.,

Despite the usual reluctance of legislatofs to reconsider a
measure rejected by the voters, there is considerable sentiment
that the Bottle Bill deserves another hearing.

The outrage and depression that followed our razor-thin defeat
at the hands of unprinciples gpponents who bought this election,

 has inspired more positive developments than we could possibly

have foreseen:

(1) We have received hundreds of phone calls and letters from
supporters who want to help continue the fight,

(2) We have refiled the bottle bill with the sponsorship of
57 representatives ard 11 senators - probably more sponsors
than any other legislation filed this year,

(3) Many in the media, surprised by our strong election showing
and disgusted by rhe other side's tactics, have joined us
in asking the legislature for a reconsideration.

(4) The Maine and Michigan Bottle Bill victories increases the
pressure on the beverage industry to market returnables and
prepare for our eventual victory.

The Committee has not been idle since the election. Both the
office and the invaluable full time services of Norman Stein have
been retzined. We are computerizing our mailing list and are en-
larging cur organizational and community coalition,




However the bottle bill camnot succeed without your help. Specifically we need:

[:} 1y A contribution toward the $20,000 that is needed to win the bottle
. "~ bill this spring. This mwoney is a necessity in order to pay salaries,
pay rent and phone bills, mailing costs and printing literature.
The Committee for a Massachusetts Bottle Bill must have adequate
funding in order to provide the support for people at. the local level
as well 3s maintaining & high visibility at the state house,

! } (2)  You to send us names and addresses of individuals and organizations
‘ who worked with you on the bottle bill or who are interested in the
bottle bill.

I i (3)  Your help in cowpiling 2 list of stores offering returnables for
our publication acrovs che scavs, Josn Trigh at Hassachusetts Audubon
(617 259-9500) has already started compiling the list of stores.

[:j (4)  Your urging local stores to carry returnables. Tell the manager
you're tired of kezing forced to buy throw-aways. A central theme
in the opposition campaign was that consumers didn't want returnsbles.
We must continually presc vetailers until they provide us with a
freedom of choice, :

[:] (5) Letters, phome calls and visits to your local representatives and
senators. We canuot overstate the importance of personal contact
with your legislaters. We can tell you who your state representative
or senator is if you don't know.

L_j (6)  Your working with your town coordinator (if you don't know who he

' or she is, contact our Bostcn or Asherse office} to help pressure
your local representative or senator; a litter clzan~up is very
effective. Keep writing letters to the editor to maintain awareness
of the issue,.

Name: Phone #
Address:

PLEASE CHECK THE ABOVE BOXES, FILL IN OTUER APPHOPRIATE INFORMATIOK UNDER BLOLKS

2 AND 3, CLIP AND RETURN IN ENCLOSED ENVELOPE. ADDITTONAL COMMENTS AND SUGGESTICH:
WOULD BE APPRECIATED.

Thanks again for all you have alresdy contributed. Please let us know what you
can do to help win the Pottle Bill ='ie e rira, ‘ :

WE CAME SO CLOSE THIS FALL., WITH YOUR BELP THE BOTLTLE BILL CAN BECOME A REALITY
THIS SPRING. I '

Have a Happy Holiday!

Thank you, '

James Kelly- Senate Chairman - Ways and Means Committee
Jonathan Souweine
Beborah Howard ass Audubon

Steve Morgan ; Mass PIRC



ity of Cambridge
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Ccomm. from the Committee for a Massaéé%setts
Bottle Bill re: to the 77 Committee for a
Massachusetts Bottle Bill.

In City Council,
December 27, 1976
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